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CHAPTER I 


FAMILY, CHILDHOOD, AND MAEBIAGE 

The House of Guzman, one of the most distin- 
guished of Spain, goes hack to the first years of the 
Spanish monarchy. Amongst its celebrities it 
counts the famous Alonzo Perez de Guzman who, 
while Governor of Tarifa in 1291, allowed the be- 
sieging Moors to cut off his son^s head rather than 
surrender the citadel. Hence the motto of the 
house: “Mas pesa el rey que la sangre” (The 
King is more than blood). Besides the family of 
Montijo, those of Medina Coeli, Medina Sidonia, 
Las Torres and Olivares are branches of the Guz- 
man house. Gaspard dp Guzman, Count-Duke of 
Olivares, was an all-powerful minister under 
Philip IV. 

Royal blood also runs in the veins of the family ; 
the Empress Eugenie was the grand-niece of Al- 
phonse X, King of Leon and of Castille. Moreover, 
she was not the first of her race to rise to a throne. 
In the 17th century. Dona Luiza Francisca de Guz- 
man, daughter of the Duke of Medina Sidonia, mar- 
ried the Duke of Braganza who became king of 
Portugal under the title of J ohn IV, and ruled from 
1640 to 1656. The Counts of Montijjo are also con- 
nected with the family of Acunha of which two 
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brandies, Spanish and Portuguese, played an im- 
portant part in the peninsular history in the 16th 
century. I mention these facts to show that Napo- 
leon III did not marry ‘‘beneath him” as some of 
his unreasonable critics have said. Some very fool- 
ish and groundless statements have been made to 
this effect. I simply wish to controvert them. 

The family of Porto-Carrero, Counts of Monti jo, 
includes the Cardinal of that name, who played a 
part during the reign of Charles II of Austria and 
descends in direct Hue from the ancient patrician 
family that in 1339 gave the city of Genoa its first 
Doge. Dona Maria Prancisca de Porto Carrero, 
Countess of Montijo, writer of repute, who was pros- 
ecuted on the charge of turning her house into a 
Jansenist meeting place, was one of the Empress' 
ancestors and lived in the beginning of the 19th cen- 
tury. She was the correspondent of the Marquise 
de Lage de Volude, former lady in waiting to the 
Princesse de Lamballe, and at one time, during the 
Reign of Terror, was a refugee in Spain. Sover- 
eigns, statesmen, soldiers,' churchmen, are conse- 
quently found among the Empress' ancestors. And 
perhaps I may, in passing, add here that her sis- 
ter married the Duke of Alba and Berwick, who was 
lineally descended from James II, king of England. 

Her father, Don Cipriano Guzman Palafox y 
Porto-Carrero, Count of Teba, was the youngest 
brother of Eugenio, Count of Montijo, who, in the 
beginning of the last century, was associated with 
every liberal and even revolutionary movement in 
Spain. His family claims that his name stands 
out prominently in the efforts made to combat the 
stupid tyranny of Ferdinand VII ’s government. He 
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had tht‘ audnc'Iiy af old-tiiiic' conKpirntors and tlu* 
perHov(*raiu't‘ of iiKularn ravolutioiiintH. With a 
Hinall hand of rnHoluti* man, ha ptnndratad into tha 
Aranjut'Z palaca and f(»r a faw houra hald In hta 
pow(*r tlia Kinii:, Qataai aiul tin* favourite' (Jodoy. 
But the* paoplo did not Kocond iiim and tin* oon- 
apirae.y failod, and Eu^c'tiio do Montijo wan pro- 
nounood a madman hy thuat' who did not daro to 
profit hy hiH Indd not nuulo in tin* intorc'st of good 
govornnu'nt. 

Cripriano fought with distinction in Naptdoon’fi 
iirmic'H. Atlaolu'd to tho oau.so of King doMoph, ho 
wiiH tuniHpicuouH during Iho nuirdorouH ntrugglo in 
Spain and wan Hcvond timon wouiuh’d. In 1814, 
ho hatl riaon to Ih-o.ouu’ oedonfl of urtillory and waa 
Htationod hy tho Emporor at tho fortiflcMitiona of 
Faria than tliroatonod hy the* Allion, whom ho was 
at tho hoad of tho HtmlontH of tin* Folyt(»chnio Sohuol 
di'fonding tho Bult<‘H ( 'hauiiinnt. In fact, (tw'ing to 
tho part ho playi'd in tin* warn i>f the* Kinpin% ho waa 
proH(*outod and iinpriHoiU'd hy eu’dor t>f hVrdiniind 
VII, afti'r tho fall of Napoh'on. Dati'r, ho waa ono 
of tho firnt graiulooH of Spain onlhal lt> tho Soimto. 
In a worth tin* l'hn|»roHH* fntlior wag a man of lihorfil 
viowa, onorgv anti oultunni taHlo«, wlu» wan ovor 
roiidy to rondor norvioo tt» tdhonH. 
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now destined to become more and more intimate as 
the families met almost daily. 

Don Eugenio died in 1834, and his brother, Don, 
Cipriano, inherited the property and titles of the 
Monti] 0 house. But this veteran of the wars of the 
Empire was not greatly influenced by the change of 
fortune and he had no intention whatever of alter- 
ing his simple and retired mode of life. Deeply im- 
bued with liberal and thoroughly modern ideas, as 
I have already said, he repudiated the customs of an 
ancient caste and wished his daughters to receive 
an education far superior to that which women of 
society then possessed; he would have liked even to 
see them brought up as though they were poor. ‘ ‘Let 
them be toughened by privation and sufferings,^' 
was his constant remark. 

The character and ideas of the Empress’ mother 
were far different. She made no objections concern- 
ing the nature of the instruction of her daughters, 
being herself possessed of much culture and a wide 
and varied range of knowledge. She was a woman 
of marked energy, vitality and activity, with an ear- 
nest desire to push forward, which neither old age 
nor blindness could slacken, and she was anxious to 
give a free rein to qualities which she felt might be 
useful to her relatives as much as to herself. 
Wherever she was, she always gathered around her 
a body of superior men, whom she did not merely 
seek to “bind to her chariot wheels,” to “rivet to 
her fate” as a literary friend has remarked. She 
admired for their own sake those whom she had 
chosen as friends. She was most useful to Merimee, 
whom she had initiated, at the time of his first 
journey to Spain, into the complex affairs of that 
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itry. It was she who related to him, later on, the 
jdote from which he drew Carmen; and, later 
, she suggested to the traveler, lover of art and 
istorical reconstitutions, the idea of a new Don 
ro, king of Castille, on whose memory weigh a 
iher of timely “suppressions’’ including those of 
e relations and of Eleonora de Guzman, who had 
i his father’s mistress. To help Merimee in his 
sr search for authentic documents, she stirred 
activity legions of archivists and librarians, 
ke benumbed energies, and shook the dust from 
ils which had lain unheeded during long cen- 
3S. Influencing both his mind and heart, she 
ipered into the ear of her friend a historical 
ry of her own about Don Pedro, which Merimee 
itically adopted and skillfully turned into a com- 
B system of his own. 

le Empress’ mother recognized and admitted 
nerits of the ideas advocated by the French doc- 
iries and liberals who then shared with the ‘ ‘ dis- 
ing gentry” the favors of Louis Philippe’s 
Q ; but all her affection went out to some “tyrant 
enius” who would lead the people toward good- 
and happiness without bothering them with the 
ns he employed to accomplish this beneficent 
It is certain that the great Napoleon was her 
1. In the family to which she belonged, one was 
L a Bonapartist and one remained so till death, 
e years later, she learned that a certain Prince, 
ity years of age, hearing the name of Bonaparte, 
in Madrid. She managed to meet him and to 
y him with most minute care. Handsome, fas- 
ting, witty, he was surely a Bonaparte, hut he 
not the Bonaparte for whom she declared that 
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Europe was ever waiting:. lu fact, but littli* |n*r 
suasion would have boon necoSHary to iiulucc hrr 
visit another Bonaparte then pn.soiK'r at Ham, 

In Paris, the Empress’ motlu'r hal a re(ir«Ml, iiitrl 
leotual life. Merimee introdiuual to her fii'V*‘ral 
authors, especially Henri Peyl(\ (“Stsmtilial”) liia 
great friend, who, thoiigdi twenty years older than 
himself, exercised such a .sirong iullueuee ttver him. 
Beyle found charmed admirers in the little dauKh 
ters of Comtesae do Montijo and came with pleasure 
to a house where his stories wen* Kreally eiijt*yed, 
These were red-letter evenings for the ehildreit 
of the family. They looked forward to them v\iih 
impatience, because they were put to bed n little 
later on those oceaaions. And tlu'n, his storii*?* 
amnsed them so miieli I 

Apropos of these visits, Merinieo ouee vvrot«* tlie 
Empress’ mother as follows, and afterwanlH, innir 
porated almost those very sume words in tme i>f Iuh 
volumes: ‘‘One can picture the two ehihlren sittiiiK 
on Beyle’s knees or close' by his sitle, mi law chairs 
listening with attentive ear, parted lip.n and eycM 
wide-open as though looking on Heine h{ ranine viHimi, 
while he, the singer of the great di*eds t*f the punt, 
gave fresh color and animation to tlm.He tiden of 
lives that were spent long since, letting drop one by 
one from his lips, as from a string of pearR, the opj 
sodes of that prodigious drama which he find wit 
nessed or in which he liad even phiyf*d a minor purl. 
One can imagine, if one reads in ‘Tin* ('iirihufiian 
Nun of Parma,’ the chapter devoted to WiiPudoo. 
how picturesque must have been thoHe dc’senpliiuiM, 
filled as they wore with Biiggestive di'tiuln, utaiiiped 
with that sincerity of feeling, that intimate kmiwleifire 
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of the living and the hved which makes the charm of 
Stendhal’s creations. Thus the httle girls, already 
prepared by their father’s reminiscences, early 
learned a deep reverence for the Empire, and 
gathered from the mouth of this unequaled story 
teller, a truer, more striking Napoleon than the 
legendary one. In order that the memory of the 
children should retain these dazzling delineations of 
'the man in the little cocked hat and gray coat,’ and, 
their imagination fed, that their eyes also should be 
interested, Beyle completed his stories by pictures.” 
The Empress Eugenie long had a Battle of Auster- 
litz given to her and drawn by him. 

It is a new Stendhal whom we thus meet, a Stend- 
hal who, in order to be understood by his 'Tittle 
pupils” was willing to become a mere “story 
teller, ’ ’ he who, according to Merimee ’s own admis- 
sion, took a malicious pleasure in appearing in the 
eyes of the public as “a monster of immorality.” 
Here, on the contrary, we find a Stendhal who, put- 
ting aside all pride and love of domineering, deigned 
to be simplicity itself. “He felt that his words were 
listened to with admiration and fervor,” continues 
Merimee, “and to his satisfied vanity, nothing was 
more agreeable than the eager attention shown in 
those pretty eyes of the two. little girls.” “When 
you are grown up,” he would say to the future 
Empress, “you will marry the Marquis of Santa 
Cruz,” — he pronounced the word with a comical 
emphasis which I can never forget — “and you will 
forget me and I will no longer care about you.” 

Merimee, too, would tell tales, but tales that were 
less warlike than those of Stendhal. He really liked 
to entertain the children when they were sometimes 
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entrusted to his care, for, in liis own way, Merimoo 
was fond of children. I recall how, wdien ho. con^^rat- 
ulated his friend Stapfor on the birth of a dnuKhtor, 
he remarked that ho could fully rcuilizt* tho joya of 
fatherhood, for lie well remeinbtu’od lh(‘ pleaHuro ho 
had himself tasted in past daya when bringing up 
kittens I He added quaintly, tliat “kitlons 1 oh{‘ rnucli 
of their attractivonesH as they lauanne fulbgrown 
cats, whereas human kitteuB, ('Hpocvially nho ones, 
gain in this respect as they grow older.” 

So Merimeo was always quite ready to nmmv ‘Ma 
petite Eugenio,” as tlie future ErnpresH was then 
called. Ho would often tnla^ Iut out for a walk, would 
show her the sights of Paris and they would wind 
up hy dropping in at tlie pastry-cook’s. “I am inter- 
ested by her chatter,” hi' would say. Often, bio, he 
corrected her Fiauush e.Kercises, nml he even gave 
her some writing Ichhouh, No woiubm then that 
Eugenie always retained for this friend of lier child- 
hood a warm renKunbrniuje which nev(*r faded. Hhe 
always enjoyed talking about him, and continued to 
call Mm ceremoniously, ns In her childhood days, 
'‘Monsieur Merimcc.” Memories of (’ompihgne.’of 
Saint Cloud, of Biarrit?;, cluster hIho round bin 
name. As the scholarly inspector of hiKtorical monu- 
ments ho contributiul in no small degrtui to atretigth- 
ening Eugenio’s taste for studioH of the past, just m 
Beyle had been her Napoleonic educator. It wa« 
only natural for the Emi)roHH to remain faithful to 
the memory of those her first intellectual t» uicherH. 
On one point alone did she fail to show herself an 
apt pupil; impifity novor hud niiy altractifin for hnr. 

But I ought to add, that they omitted to inatmot her 
m thflt Irt'ftTiA’h f 



FAMILY, CHILDHOOD, AND MAEEIAHE 

Merimee really became much attached to the chil- 
dren, and when they left Paris in 1839 to join their 
mother, called home in haste to her husband who 
was dangerously ill at Madrid, the “dear French 
friend,” as this family always called him, was in- 
deed very sorry. For a short period the girls re- 
mained alone in Paris with their governess, when 
Merimee devoted as much time to them as he could 
spare. One of them having treated the exceUent 
Miss Flower in a somewhat rude manner, they were 
taken to task, I was told, and Merimee preached a 
lay-sermon to both of them which had a good effect 
and the echo of which they carried to their friend 
Cecile Deles sert, who always enjoyed all they told 
her about the good French author. “You would not 
believe,” he wrote at that time, “what grief I feel 
to see the children go,” 

There is a picture representing them at the ages of 
thirteen and fourteen with gowns in plaits at the 
back and a bit of embroidered drawers showing 
beneath the skirt. “What will these two children be 
like when I meet them next?” he wrote their mother 
in a letter of which they were the bearers. “Will 
they be tall young girls, coquettish, scornful or pas- 
sionate, with no feeling for their old pedagogue? 
Will they, adulated and flattered in the dazzling 
days of their spring-tide, turn from the man already 
approaching the forties, whose hair is even now 
streaked with gray? These, and many other ques- 
tions, have flashed through my mind and that of 
Beyle, who is, I must add, skeptical in regard to all 
things except women. This is why, in spite of the 
armor of indifference with which I like to clothe 
myself, I, now that my little friends are leaving me, 
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give way to a feeling, whidi, thongli frangRt with a 
^ood deal of melancRoly, yet, I must confess, con- 
tains a dasli of vague hopefulness. ” At the last 
moment, he nearly started with them. The girls 
and Miss Flower promised to write him. So he im- 
mediately penned a note to their mother in which he 
said: '‘Out of all this, there will at least come a 
letter.” And that is just what did happen. At 
Oloron, in the Pyrenees, where the travelers had to 
stop on account of the had weather, Eugenie sent 
him what she called "a fine letter,” and one which 
her old friend kept for a long time. He used even 
sometimes to show this letter discreetly when the 
author of it had become Empress of the French! 

Merimee wrote regularly to Eug'enie ’s mother. 
He followed Spanish politics with great interest 
although he early abandoned the hope of under- 
standing them. He was glad to learn that his cor- 
respondent, a partisan of Narvaez, had been made 
mistress of the robes. Writing to his friend, October 
22, 1847, he said: “So you are really camarera 
mayor, and you are pleased. That is enough to 
make me pleased also. You can do good in that post, 
and that is a sufiBcient reason why you should accept 
it. Whatever you may say to the contrary, you are 
made for fight, and it would be ridiculous to wish 
CaBsar to lead the tranquil life of the Second Citizen 
of Rome. I may tell you that I have already re- 
ceived much flattery on your account, and I expect 
on the first occasion to have petitions presented to 
me which are really meant for you! Knowing my 
temper, you can readily guess what use I shall make 
of them.” 

Merimee was not at ease concerning his friend 
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safety, and was alarmed to hear that she went out 
in a phaeton alone with the sovereign — Queen Isa- 
bella — against whom a number of conspiracies were 
being hatched. But this anxiety was not to last long, 
for barely three months after her appointment, 
Eugenie’s mother abandoned of her own free will 
a post which she had accepted with delight, but the 
difficulties attending which she had not realized. 
Scarcely was she installed, when intrigues were set 
on foot to deprive the Grand Mistress of the Queen’s 
confidence ; the masters of Spain feared her intelli- 
gent energy and her growing influence. The future 
Empress’ mother preferred to abandon her func- 
tions rather than submit to any compromise. Her 
mind was quickly made up and she did not appear to 
regret her decision. 

In this connection, it may be of interest to give 
here this unpublished reflection of an intimate 
friend, valuable in spite of flattering phrases, 
here and there : ‘ ‘ The character and conduct of the 
mother is often reflected in the daughter, who, con- 
trary to the rule suggested by Galton, seemed to 
take after the female rather than the male parent. 
When the Empress Eugenie entered into the diffi- 
cult public life of the Court of the Second Empire, 
she had had much experience in this sort of exist- 
ence, both from hereditary instinct and from what 
she saw, heard and guessed during these early years 
in the palace circles of Madrid. It should also be 
borne in mind in this connection that court life in 
Spain, especially in those stormy days, is surpassed 
by no other capital in Europe by its intrigues, its 
hidden influences and the general sharpening of the 
wits of all those who come within its precincts. If 
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there was the material of a statesman in the 
Empress Eugenie, she came with it naturally.’^ 
Freed from political worries, and from court 
intrigues and jealousies, the Countess Montijo 
quickly assumed an important position in Madrid 
society, while her invaluable friend in France cor- 
responded regularly with her and kept her informed 
of many inside political and diplomatic matters, 
which she sometimes utilized in her own salon. He 
even undertook to do all sorts of errands for them. 
Merimee had friends in the Foreign Office, and he 
took advantage of this fact to entrust to the “diplo- 
matic pouch” not only long letters, hut also dahlia 
and pawlownia seeds, which he procured at the 
Garden of Plants for her gardener, and Chinese 
lanterns to decorate open-air fetes, according to the 
fashion set by Comtesse Duchatel. Nor did he 
scruple to send in this manner satin shoes for the 
young Duchesse d’Albe and costumes from Palmyra, 
the fashionable dressmaker of the day. This good 
friend even tried to forward, through the Foreign 
Office, a barouche; but at this, the good-nature of 
the minister rebelled. 

From Madrid, in turn, Merimee received fosforos, 
for he complained of being unable to find “in such 
a chemical town as Paris” any matches which suited 
him. He also was sent loaves of bread which he 
stated were much better than the French bread and 
which followed him from town to town when he was 
on official inspection tours. The Delessert ladies 
and their friends asked the Montijor to get them'^ 
mantillas and Merimee was invited to the trying-on. 

A certain mantilla suited the Marquise Pasquier 
very well, and to see just how it should be put on, 
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ehe carefully studied a pencil sketch by Merlmeo 
of “the second daughter of the Comtoase, la petite 
Kugdnie/' he wrote. 

Mdrimee and the CountoBs Montijo did not confine 
this exchange of attentions wholly to frivoliticB. 
They also sent their friiuids to one another. The 
latter introduced to him Bpanish politicians and 
grand ladies, while tlie former would recommend to 
her his literary friends afid colhaigues. Thus, to cite 
but one or two examides td* this kind, (diurh'S de 
MaMcle, entruHt(‘d with a mlsHion for (’omli* de Sal- 
vandy, jnember of the Aeadmiiy and t\viiH‘ ministt^r 
of public instruetion under Loiuh Philippe, was very 
handsonudy weltuuncal in Madrid at tin* honsi*, and 
later, at MerimdtPs suggest ion, she carefully reatl 
and reviaod the traveling notes published on his 
return to France, by the young writer, Princ4» 
Alht'rt do Broglie, then attached to the French 
Fmbasay at Madrid, oin* id’ tht*ir frcH|uent 
guests. When reecuunieudiug him, Merimee re- 
mindt'd tin* FountesH cd* his “real ohligatiouH to the 
father of the young diplomat,’* 1ml ehrtmuders re- 
late that tln*re was a ctirnplete misunderstmiding he« 
tweem Spain and the future aeadt*micinn. “He* e4>n» 
side red the Hpaiuards very frivolous, lunl they con- 
aidered him too funereal,” the future Fmperor «no<* 
truly remarked. 

Thi« inter(*Hting eorrespemdc*nee of Merimee with 
the FmmlesH Montijo is the history of the comingrt 
and goings of diplomats, an ammnt of politieid 
facts and a record cd' social incidentM. It i« the story 
«»f Parisian society life sent across the Pyrenees, by 
means of the pen of a clever iniin. Thts itgiiin, I may 
tay, was an imporliint element in the political ihIu- 
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cation of the person destined to nliare {h(‘ thr<uu‘ of 
a country whose men, women, imuinerH and politicH 
were thus being continually deHcribed in tin* Matlrid 
home circle by such a talented brain ainl sindi an 
observant on-looker, as Prosper Merinu'e. Thanks 
largely to him, it could be said of Engenif pcrlmps 
with some truth, when she inarri<'d N'aptdi'on III; 
“Why, this young woman knows more nliont b’rmna' 
and her people, her arts, her polilies and ln*r publit* 
men than many a youth who was horn within nur 
boundaries like his ancostors for nevend ginuTn- 
tions.” 

Merimec’s friendship with the family was of smdi 
old standing that not only was he tin* first to In* 
informed of the proposed marriage, Imt he wan nven 
chosen as the fit person to give to the hhnperor*H 
representative all the ni'cessary hiforninlitm fnr the 
drafting of the marriage c<nilraei. d'hen' hmi been 
some thought of giving him the title of Chief Seere 
tary; but that honor seemed inmlcniunte, and it ia, 
therefore, not to be wondered at that Mbrinwe’s 
nomination as Senator was cnn* ot tin* firnt favoru 
the Empress asked of h(*r husband. 

It has been asked in sonu* (puirbwH whether Meri 
mee felt embarrassed by this huntir to which, ati 
donbt, he had certain cluiins by reason tT flip werv 
ices he had rendered as inspector t>f historiral nmm 
ments, hut which ho knew was due in great part fti 
the friendly action of her whom he Imd known it. u 
child. At any rate, ho once made, in this eonrn’efion, 
this statement to hia friend l)r, Veron; ** Von know 
the whole story, as well as I do. Fate willerl it, that, 
through sheer lack of aom(‘thing (*lHe to *|i», l' went 
to Spam whore I m(^t some very itochI nnd iittoMPh, 
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people who gave me a hearty woleome. Among them 
was a little i^rl to whom I told tales, for whom I 
interceded when she did not know her lesaons, and to 
whom later I preached gentle Hermoris with a moral, 
—for I am far from being over indulgent to youth. 


nt‘ver to ask any favor of her, and after a certain 
amount of discussiou, she had nu* lake Hindi an oath 
in most solemn faHhion. Tln^ Emperor, mna*rtheless, 
in responst* to her riupn'st, wished to give na* a very 
tine position wlnnv thma* wuh much to do. I begged 
him to leave me with my momimenls, where I had 
greater freedom, The Emprens llien said to me in 
KSpanisliJ ‘You will be given something else, if you 
do not accept tins, and you will bo our enemy in the 


secret a nomination whitdi cwery oiii' was sure to 
hear of through the Marntrur, It has been said that 
he spent the prcndons evening tn n drawing-room 
hosUla to the Empire, where he kept silent iihmit the 
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where Merimee usually moved However, if he had 
been willing to put up with soiue coldneHH and 
epigrams, he would probably not luiye hmt any of 
the friendships which wore dear to him. 

The Emperor has said on this point: “ThLs i.s 
quite possible; but what is certain is that M«‘rim»‘o, 
at the time of his nomination, showed a hesitating: 
attitude, largely duo to las natural timidity. Hut, 
the matter once settled, he became brave again, ami 
would not accept the period of pemauee wlueh cer- 
tain drawing-rooms dcsir(?.d to subject him to, na a 
means of obtaining abaoluiion. He fouml euiiHohi 
tion in other pursuits, not merely in the ‘blue and 
gold coat, more becoming to the complexiem than the 
academic mantle embroideiaal with larntgonH nu 
somebody remarked in this connection.” 

I do not hesitate to Iran.scribi' Inna* a paragraph 
which a kind friend has written, for at the eore it 
is true, I am happy to say. This lifedmig HiippJirli*r 
of the Second Empire speaks as follows eoaeiTning 
this episode: ”Thi8 affair of the appointment «»r 
Prosper Merimee to the Senate well illuHtrateM a 
side of the character of the Empn’Hs which emhaired 
her to all who came in contact with her. She tandd 
not forgot a kindneas and always remetnljcred the 
friends of her early days, who hmi helpiai her in any 
way, especially those who uiiwiltinKly contrdmtrd 
to prepare her for the higlt position wlneli sin^ wnn 
eventually called upon to fill. In this resiH-rt «h** 
was the pendant of tho Emperor IniiiHelf wlit» itKo 
bad a warm heart for tho fiiemlH of hl.H elnnpnn i-ti 
youth. But in dispensing tlmse peculiar favors, thr 
Empress made fewer mistakes tlmn her gimer«nm 
mate, which was largely due to the fact tlmf th.. 
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Emperor had gone through hard times and had been 
served at moments by far from wholly worthy indi- 
viduals. But Merimee was an exceptionally meri- 
torious ‘friend of the first hour’ and both Emperor 
and Empress honored themselves in honoring 
him.” 

I have dwelt at considerable length on the Em- 
press’ relations with Merimee because her associa- 
tions with him were not only exceedingly pleasant 
but because he really had a strong influence on her 
mental development, and also because the story has 
not always been told as I have just told it. Per- 
haps I should add, further, that I have done this, 
too, because he had to do directly and indirectly 
with Eugenie’s marriage, though it is not necessary 
to go further into this matter here. 

When it was finally settled that she was to marry 
the Emperor, Eugenie immediately informed Queen 
Isabella of Spain, who then sat on the throne, 
in a formal letter, in which she declared that “I 
shall have no other thought than to contribute, in 
the measure of my powers, to strengthen the bonds 
which unite two great nations and two great mon- 
archs, to whose service I shall be consecrated by love 
and duty for ever.” 

Queen Isabella’s reply pleased both Napoleon and 
Eugenie, especially the portion where she said: “I 
give my full consent to a union which is so splendid 
for you, and you may rest assured that I entertain 
best wishes for your happiness and that of the 
Emperor, expressing the hope that, both being 
guided by the hand of the All Powerful, you will 
lead France, that great nation, to the highest degree 
of prosperity and comfort. In the difficult and 
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dangerous patli which you are henceforth to tread, 
always keep for guide, faith in the Supreme Being 
and the duty of saenficmg everything to the Em- 
peror and to France. Such are the sentirnents of the 
Queen and the counsels of your affectionate Isa- 
heUa.’^ 

The Empress then and there decided that she 
would ever do all in her power to keep up the friend- 
liest relations between France and Spain, for under 
every regime and in all times, an allied or neutral 
southwestern frontier has been a source of great 
strength to France, negative though it may be in its 
nature. The importance of this came out sadly in 
1870, when France and Germany were precipitated 
into a dreadful conflict, because this principle 
seemed to be overlooked for a moment in Spain. At 
that time the Empress labored with all her might 
to do what she could to prevent the catastrophe and 
so did Queen Isabella, who was then leading in Paris 
the hfe of an exile. During this crisis Eugenie re- 
minded her of the message to her in January, 1853, 
and of her reply, and added: ‘‘Now we can both, in 
Prance itself, labor to prevent Spain from doing 
such an unfriendly act as to put on a throne, once 
so worthily filled by your Majesty, a German 
prince. The ex-Queen replied immediately; “I 
have not forgotten those far-off days, and I am 
laboring, as you may well imagine, and as you and 
the good Emperor are laboring, to prevent this 
threatening disaster. May we all succeed in our 
honest efforts!’’ The Queen did strive, and with 
success, in obtaining from this Spanish government 
the abandonment of this fatal policy. On this point, 
the Emperor said one day: “If half of the diplomats 

18 
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concerned in this mad affair had the talent and the 
honest heart of Qneen Isabella we would not only 
have been out of this imbroglio long ago, but we 
should never have got into it ! ” Some one repeated 
this wise remark to the Queen, when she said ear- 
nestly : do not know whether I have talent of any 

kind, but I do know that in this Hohenzollem cam- 
paign, I was honest in heart. Of that I am sure.” 
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TIIK coin* r)V.TAT 

A GREAT deal haa boon written nbont the Tmip 
d’Etat of Bocombor 2, 1851^ by whioh f’rinoe Li»uin 
Napoleon bocaTuo ttus aupronio bond i»f Frann- nfid 
which made him Emperor n year Inter. Hut the itrt*t 
and causes wliich led up to thin hiiportnnt i-vioit 
have not always been f^ivon in tht* Hiune way nr in 
the same spirit; so it has appoannl fi» 

state here the oiricinl versum of the Hnipemr and 
his friends. On several oocaHiona, iho Kinp^rtif 
spoke in my prcsonco, to me or tr> otlo’rs, (umwrmuij^ 
the persons and events of the (bmp d’Kiat, bin 
^'coming out from the legal circle and eniiTing int** 
law and order,” as ho used to pul it. What I «ay iii 
the pages which follow is Imsed on thoH*’ I'miwrnn^ 
tions, on conversations with other itet,irH in that 
event and on notes made by me in my nuidirigK. ^fy 
rather retentive memory is also called upon In’r*** aw 
everywhere throughout these vobma^s, tliongb in no 
case do I roly on it alone for a fact or n ninivmvni 
of importance, for I know by experience Inm- irrfieli 
erous one’s unaided memory often in. In i!ii« roii- 
neotion, I recall a frequent rtfnmrk of llw Empm^r. 
He would say: “I have often found mvfieir d.*r«d%-rd 
by my ow memory. I had read or he«ni thinip, 
which I finally got to think emanated from iiio 
whereas they wore really quite foreirn to im, mul I 
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aot at all vouch for their exactitude. And yet 
telling them as my own and believing im- 
7 " in them. Mistrust your memory as you do 
vife,” he would say in closing, looking at 
ie with a whimsical expression that meant of 
that he was teasing her a little. The Emperor 
famihar movements immensely enjoyed ban- 
d good-humored irony. As he was always 
L and reserved in public, those who did not 
lim well imagined that he was heavy and un- 
sive. But this was a great mistake. Napoleon 
light sunny side that accounts largely for the 
which he occasioned in the eyes and hearts of 
) came close to him and in whom he confided, 
ten had warmer friends and few made fewer 
s than Napoleon HL 

cabinet formed on January 24, 1851, com- 
w'holly of members chosen outside of the As- 
, had lasted three months, when the Prince 
ent of the Eepublic decided to yield to the 
Is of public opinion and select a cabinet taken 
Y from members of the Assembly, hoping by 
sans to unite more closely the executive and 
;islative branches of the government. So on 
4th, of this same year, the Prince charged 
Barrot, one of the old-school French liberals, 
le mission of forming this new ministry. The 
ent reserved for his friends only the port- 
Df Justice and Finance, leaving all the other 
io the Majority. But Odilon Barrot failed, 
ends wished to exclude from the new ministry 
he supporters of the President. This event is 
'■ays presented in this light ; but, nevertheless, 
the true light. The Prince, therefore, decided 
21 
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to form a cmbinot mndt* up of Htiun- nf ilh* int inhcrH 
of the IuksI (Uie, uiid intrtHlut’*‘<l ii«*u uu'u uhn-.** 
ability had been tried. On fh** !n>'rr*.u, SAiutf 
Beiivo, who afterwards hrcaiif a -.oatMr .o' ti;. 
Second Eni])in', proposed a \nte t.f di Uu ! ui ?h.- 
President! Bid all Ihesr wild fiTio-: ..f i!:.- jn-.-hf 
ened pari iannod aria u.s-, who reli th.H th- f,i 

govern was <o lie wresled fnaii lie u;, -<fd\ ad. ad 
the strength of llie Prinee. .\!1 ih.* wh.* widati 
order to reign, wen* di'serliiiir the tin huh ’O as.a..! 
ities of the AsHwuhly niul ptdtins^ tfi.-u nu .t a, huo. 
The Emperor, in after year-i, t.i’f.-ii f.. la. 

faithful frii'iids aad e.speeiall) to Ih.. .• wL.. had 
helped him to aceoinplish ids dervtni). .a ih. fme 
gles of this ))eriod. “One mikdit reap a i leh l 4 
and gain much informafiond’ he sauf M|t Mlii' ut 


these occasions, “hy the permod of fi .- ir.nu. ^ 
articlcvS, pamphlets, speeehi-s ami puhloa'o.jo. ..i' 
various sorts which appeared nf tin . tna.-. all d. al 
ing with mo and my imliey. There w.-io emohet , 
then of word and jieu.” On the.se neea-eiMij , he u ed 
to recall the lolhnving rtunarks mI a man wle» wau 


never his friend, hut who Home{ime.s ..pi.ke ju .fh .0 
him, Thiers: ‘“'riu' Majority Is in I'ravin* nf-> The 
President, who Kemned t<j owe Idh .Orsoji-rfli Im hi > 
association with the Assmnhly, now waikM nh,v,*-, ieo 
only without llie support of the AHseudd^, Jmi 
against it. This divorce has md weakened l»iu. Uuh 
not humiliated Idm, has not even put him m .1 h.uf 
temper. He poHsesHes self rout rol, pej-.a-i n lu e- 
and strength of churaeder. lie has gained gr^umi* 
an^d friends. Nolaxly can these nv.ertn.uH 

what I say m ovident to every fair uuud/‘ -TlmoH 
didn t always hit the nail hu well on the head/' the 



jjacsocige iiujuj. . 

At this moment there was a general demand for 
the revision of the constitution with a view to the 
prolongation of the President’s term of office. The 
Assembly could, in accordance with the constitu- 
tion, take up the question on May 28, 1851, that date 
being the beginning of the last year of that legis- 
lature. A series of articles published in the Consti- 
tutiomiel as early as 1850 had called the attention of 
the press to the matter, and public opinion had also 
begun to manifest very plainly its ideas on the sub- 
ject. “Little by little the tiny spark grew into a big 
flame,” said the Emperor at a later date, and peti- 
tions in favor of the prolongation began to circu- 
late all over France. In fact, so intense was the 
movement, that the Minister of the Interior felt 
called upon to cool the zeal of some of the partisans 
of the reform. In the meantime, a central committee 
was organized to receive the petitions, though many- 
were presented directly to the Assembly, through 
the people’s representatives. The Extreme Left, or 
the Mountain, as it was called, moved that these 
petitions be rejected on the ground that they were 
unconstitutional; but these opponents were finally 
forced to give way before the rising tide. From May 
5 to June 31 no fewer than 13,294 petitions were 
laid before the Assembly, bearing 1,123,625 names. 
Of these signers, 741,011 prayed that the constitu- 
tion be revised, while 382,624 others did not hesitate 
to ask that it be revised in such a way as to lengthen 
the President’s term. By the end of July, the num- 
ber of petitions had reached the formidable number 
of a round 300,000, exclusive of only 526 opposed to 
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revision. The pnrlit'H w]n(s»* pl.'ai- ha,! P,-. h upni-f 
by these popular nuinifVstafitoi- atvii'r»| ffi.- r,>\vrn 
nient of linvinfc brouKhl pn-NMirr f.. P. ar f.. pfMips.'c 
these rosultH. Buf two nututh'- la?» r. ••a-l.t 'i h- par! 


ments out of eijui’hly -fivt', Ihnaivh tlaai- < '"r.iM-J ■. (p.-i 
oral, or Ihiparfiucnhil l.fi^slaJurr , ral'- .i lif.. a ip,. 
Assembly to carry mp. lln' rr\i imi .o' *;f,j 

tion. Men of scirst* i!:,- la. ' * s' ♦!«,. 

nation chaiiundtHl n cii.’nmi*, h;’.atj.-, 

Odilon Barroi aiitl others, wfoi w. r>- !,-* n . • >! , ..f 
tho Princo-Prc.sidcnf, ndiniftrtl r* i? 
wanted tlui term of onicr prolnfir. d \,. ,.!i, , 

tionod tli(( necessity (tf a <<‘up ..i’ . a.. ..n, 

whether brou^^ht about by the pui!i.ia; h'.n a:;- ..r 
the oxecutiv(^ power, if proper e.iiid 
authority and poivernmcmt w.ti' t., f.,- i . h, 4 
in France; there must he- Mua,* . s.-ap.- »}».• .-u.' i 
gctic and determined meaiia I'lMm e.aj'.j-!:. a?. 4 
situation. As to the chnrael.T of ih. ih. 'Ii.mI i., p.- 
employed or tlie way of aeeompliHfanj.* •?. fli. i.. ua-. 
diversity of opinion. lienee the man^ phu; .. % ai a..- 
in certain paHieuInrs huf siniil.ar m tP. ir t- aim. 
and all a violatimi of the cua-.fitu?jM}i. uP . p 


proposed to J rince Bonis N.'tpoJruij «|!ii > .* |i, *hi> «• 
years presldeney. 4’he idea of jttt app. il ipi- 
people heeanie very /general and ^e, ju* ti ail ?<,. i-.u- 
fitting heca use it received the appr.t'ial *>f ia, P ua a 
as Thiers, ( ■oriite I'uIIoux, .\f'*u!a!fiii!.> if, ih,- Ma, 4* 
Mortomart, (<(‘nernl ('luumuuinn aiol i ..uif, 

Those facts should he kept in mind P\ idi*. , v, i.., .u»* 
prone to critic.izi* tin* nclttm of iln- Pnin*. I'j.- 4 , ,i| 
a few months later. 


Tim first pn.msi. prMpnsul f,..,.. i;, .,, .,a 

Ghangamior, ami followed nlinuht iunm-iPjif, !.. .4!. !• 
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the popular vote of December, 1848, which made 
Louis Napoleon President of the Eepublic. The gen- 
eral has denied the charge of having sought to bring 
about a coup d^etat, declaring that it was to increase 
the prestige of the constitution, not in order to 
destroy it, that he was ready to disperse the As- 
sembly, with the assistance of Odilon Barrot him- 
self, if such an energetic measure were necessary. 
In any case, General Changarnier went further than 
anybody else had during these stormy days, for he 
made sure of the support of the second regiment of 
dragoons. In excuse, he held that his responsibili- 
ties as general-in-chief obliged him to follow a firm 
and prudent course. But it could not be considered 
as an act of devotion to the constitution, his willing- 
ness in January, 1849, to cooperate by means of a 
great show of military force in the reestablishment 
of the Empire ; and yet that is what he did. On the 
29th of that month, Paris had a great fright. There 
was a mutiny among the militia and much effer- 
vescence among the “reds” because of a proposal 
to dissolve the Assembly. The insurrectionary party 
which had been defeated in the bloody uprising of 
the month of June of the preceding year had con- 
ceived the thought of taking advantage of this un- 
easiness to bring about a formidable revolt. But the 
government was on the alert and immediately took 
strong measures to defend itself, and Paris awoke to 
find itself caught in a net of steel and iron. This act 
of energy sufficed and the terrified mob did not 
move. General Changarnier, who was the ruling 
spirit on this occasion, then thought — ^nor was he 
alone in this way of thinking — that the setting up of 
the Empire was the surest manner of bringing about 
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a solid government. If Ms wish had been reahzed 
and had been realized under his direction, the dema- 
gogTies would have been curbed and all France 
would have welcomed the act. But the Prince at first 
repelled every attempt to induce Mm to hasten 
events by violent measures. “I was opposed to any 
attack on legal institutions,^’ he said at a later 
period, referring to this moment; “I wished to 
avoid extreme steps which did not seem indispen- 
sable for the salvation of society.” Changamier did 
not hide his regret and astonishment at the Prince ’s 
moderation and said on more than one occasion: 
“The President missed a fine opportunity to put 
things to rights. He made a mistake, for he will not 
meet with another like it.” If General Changamier 
had had his way, the Empire would have come three 
years sooner, and he would not have been in a posi- 
tion to express very different views concerning this 
Empire from those which he expressed a little later. 
As the Emperor well said: “Changamier found out 
how to make himself decidedly hostile to me as soon 
as events got straightened out and he saw that I 
meant to act for myself.” It was natural, therefore, 
that the General should fall from power, which hap- 
pened on January 10, 1851, when he was deprived of 
the command of the Paris national guard. 

Thiers also had shown a willingness to sacrifice 
the constitution in order to reestablish a strong 
government. “But of course he was not working for 
the Imperial Government,” Napoleon would say 
with a smile, which meant that Thiers, as alwayS; 
was working for himself alone. His first idea was tc 
lengthen the President’s term, making it ten years 
which was a breach of the constitution. “We may 
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suppose that M. Thiers was delaying the carrying 
out of this plan,” the Emperor would say, “until he 
should he at the head of affairs; like many others, 
he found the time long between changes of cab- 
inets!” This idea of Thiers frightened the parlia- 
mentary groups, especially the party in power which 
pretended that the presidency was a danger to the 
republic. Thiers fancied that “the Prince’s thirst 
for power,” as he styled it, would be quenched if he 
was given ten years of it. But the parliamentary 
leaders were mistaken in imagining that the Prince- 
President was privy to these plans. His ideas as to 
the remedy for the political malady were of quite 
another sort. They were revealed in his vigorous 
message, dated October 31, 1849, wherein it was 
made plain that Louis Napoleon and not the As- 
sembly meant to govern the country. This message 
and this policy cut short the proposed changes in 
the constitution, and prevented M. Thiers and his 
friends from violating that instrument. 

Comte Mole also had coup d^etat ideas running 
in his head. He did not hesitate to declare to those 
who would listen and even to those who would not 
listen, that the Constituent Assembly, in view of the 
organization which it had given to the executive 
branch, would not be able to establish a solid gov- 
ernment. Though in 1851, he was violently opposed 
to the Prince-President’s policy, in 1850, he ap- 
peared convinced of the necessity of reestablishing 
Imperial institutions, especially after the decidedly 
republican elections at Paris, in March of that year, 
which threw the moderate parties into consterna- 
tion. “We must reestablish the Empire; that alone 
can bring us out of this disorder,” he said — ^which 
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remark the Emperor would also quote from 
memory. 

Overtures were made to the Prince and plans 
were drafted in view of preserving order under the 
auspices of the G-overnment. But this spirit of con- 
cord did not last very long. Some of these leaders of 
the moderate party never entirely gave up their 
early convictions and rallied round the President 
only because he appeared to be the firmest center in 
the general upheaval. All this agitation culminated 
at a meeting held at Comte Mole’s castle of Cham- 
platreux, in September, 1851. The plan there dis- 
cussed had as its foundation, the reelection of 
Prince Louis Mapoleon as President, the establish- 
ment of two legislative chambers and energetic 
measures to be taken against the socialist party. 
But no precise form of execution of this program 
was decided upon, so that the Prince, while fully 
appreciating the good intentions which had actuated 
these worthy gentlemen, could not look upon their 
work as very serious, and, in fact, the whole scheme 
was not long in dwindling to pieces. 

^ In the meantime, the struggle between the Execu- 
tive and the Assembly threatened to become acute, 
and men of order began more than ever to delib- 
erate as to the best extra-constitutional solution of 
the problem. Most of them favored a coup d’etat 
of some sort, but there was great diversity of opin- 
ion as to what form it should take. The monarchical 
parties desired to control the movement, using the 
Prince for their own ends, while he hesitated over 
the details more than over the main question. But 
on one point his mind was fuUy made up — ^he did 
not intend to be duped by the groups of the Right 
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<mpt‘cially an he know ho could count on tlio support 
of thrt'o hundrod inonihorH of the AHHomhly. 

'riio iK^wapapors add(‘d to tlu* ooufuHion. The 
iiiunooraiie. pross was opposod to any revision of 
tho constitution. Tlio royalist journals were ready 
to accept revision provided it were profitable to the 
niotmrchy, hut tin* Orleanist division of the royalists 
was opposetij holding that revision could he of 
advantage only to the Imperialists. Of all tlie Paris 
papers, t.h<' Juinnal drs canii’ out squandy 

in favor of revision. No wonder (hut in the midst 
of such (’{infusion, Nnpoi»’on f(‘ii more than ever 
that lu* was called upon to act and not to talk. 
"There was uolhing elst* to he done Imt wdmt 1 did 
do," lie used always to say, W’hen closing a aormirsa™ 
Item on this period. 

Another serious obstacle which lay in the way of 
revision was .-\rti(de Ul of the constitution which 
rmpdred a three fourths vote* in favor of a change 
Ind'orti any could l)e nuuic; and as lliere W’cre 750 
memhc’rs of the AsHemhly, less than «0U could defeat 
such a riHuiHure. "The revision motion will not 
pass,” cxclainuul one* of the leading repuhlican fall- 
ttJfs of the tiims "f<»r our party i« Huflioietitly 
strong in the house to prevent it,” And he was 
right. 

In the ineanwhihs the Prince Preaident had 
determined to carry the fjuestion before the people 
in II ntnnber i»r public uddresHeH. The notes on which 
these »|»iH»ches were based exist, and it is from them 
that the following pasHages are selected, rather than 
from the printed copy given at the time, which wiis 
not idways corri’ct. 'ritese notes show wdiiit the 
Friiiei,’ really had in Ids own niind. snrio» «»f u-uifOi 
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thoughts he did not feel able always to make public 
when the opportunity offered for doing so. 

On June 1, 1851, at Dijon, he spoke about as fob 
lows in one passage of his speech: “Neither 
intrigues, nor attacks, nor discussions of a passionate 
nature between parties are in harmony with the 
sentiments or the condition of the country. Prance 
neither desires a return to the old regime, whatever 
may be the form under which it is disguised, nor an 
experiment with Utopias which are fatal and im- 
practicable. The country puts its trust in me be- 
cause I am the most natural adversary of both sys- 
tems. If this were not so, how do you explain the 
kindly way in which I am treated by the people, 
despite all’the adverse polemics? I may add that it 
is this kindly treatment which takes the sting from 
these polemics in so far as they are directed against 
me. If my administration has not been able to 
accomplish all the reforms we wished, this is due 
to the maneuver of the factions which paralyze all 
the efforts of Assembly and Government. During 
the last three years, I have always been well 
seconded when it was a question of putting down 
disorder. But when the matter in hand was the 
amelioration of the lot of the people, then I met 
nothing but inertia. But a new phase of our politi- 
cal era has commenced. From one end of France to 
the other, petitions are being signed demanding the 
revision of the constitution. I await with confidence 
the voice of the country and the action of the As- 
sembly, which, I feel sure, will be actuated only by a 
wish to do what is demanded for the public welfare. 
If France holds that no one has the right to settle 
what her fate shall be without first consulting her at 
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fiHHurod that Franco will not ponah in my handa. 

Thin lan^na^^(‘ rcaHHurcd the provincen which had 
been diaturbed by the underhand work of the dema- 
f(a^um (d HtHnaliHin; it (piitdt'd all law abidini^ ciii- 
/.tma, and drov<’ far from linm’H tlioughta the niKht” 
tnnrt' of dinonlcr. Iti the Aamnnhly, tlnwc w'lio hopcti 
to ^ct e*ontnd of the pt»wcr, which they wtndd not 
leave* in the hand« of the I^rincc, prorumnml these 


sec* 1‘ ranct* a pr(*y to tiie iiiiHi*ry and sluyiie of the 
#i:overnmt*nt of a (’lesar, fdteriiiilively set up mid 
thrown down hy disorderly pretoriniw, Kc» one 
could ifet our soldiers to tiMireh iiK’iiinst the As- 
sembly. Xhtt a Imttfdion, imt n m»t a 

wpmdrcm e«ndd b«* indueml to make stieli a falid mis- 
take*; iind tlioHi* who should fry It* iidliieuee them iii 
such II direelioti, wouhl find tiieiiweH'eii eceiifftsnlrd 
liy the eldrfH whi>m our stdtiierfi are iicruslomed to 
follow' in the pntti t»f duly mid litmor. llenreHeiita- 
tivt*s i*f Fniiiee, eontiiim* your delilM*riif in 
fmiicer* When, iii after yeiirs, Ktipoleosi HI read 
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this passage, on one or two occasions, he never 
conld suppress a smile. 

The preliminary work for the revision of the con- 
stitution was still going on in the Assembly. M. de 
Toeqneville, chairman of the committee having the 
matter in hand, made his report on June 25, 1851, 
and it came up for debate about the middle of July. 
During this time, the Prince-President continued 
his journeys, which were veritable triumphal 
marches wherever he went. Here is one of the notes 
made for his Tours speech of July 1, of this year : 
“I look without fear on the country’s future, for its 
salvation will always come from the people’s will, 
freely expressed and religiously observed; and I 
earnestly hope for the solemn moment when the 
powerful voice of the nation shall dominate all op- 
position and bring about concord among warring 
factions; for it is very sad to note that the revolu- 
tions which shake society to its very foundations 
and leave a heap of ruins behind, cannot uproot the 
old passions, the old exigencies, the old elements of 
trouble.” 

On July 6, the President spoke at a town ban- 
quet at Beauvais, on the occasion of the unveiling 
of a statue to Jeanne Hachette, the heroine who 
defended this place when it was besieged in 1472 by 
Charles the Bold. According to his notes, he said: 
“It is encouraging to remember that in moments of 
extreme danger. Providence often permits a single 
person to be the instrument of the salvation of all. 
Yet Jeanne Hachette, like Jeanne d’Arc, did no 
more than to show Frenchmen the path to honor 
and duty and to walk at their head in that path. It 
was Napoleon who, in 1806, reestablished the old 
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ouBtom, wliieh had long boon abaJidoned, of celebrat- 
ing the end of the nlege of BeauvaiB. He did bo 
beeauBe for him France waa not a fictitioua land, 
born of yesterday, encloBed within the limlta of a 
HI agio epoch and bound up in a single party, but a 
grt'at nation nmulting from eight hundred years of 
uionarehy, Htili great after ton years of revolution, 
laboring for the funion of all old and new interoata 
and making its own all glory without exci^ptitm u( 
time or caiwe.” 

lleneefurth, llu* l‘riuee wan determined to remain 
at the ht*ad of t!u* Htati‘. He preferred to aecumpliHli 
tiuB end by rei’leeUtm, wliieh inHU'KHituled the re- 
viHion of the artiele rendering reelectioii impoa- 
Hible. Afti'r Heveral tluya of tlebate in the Aaaembly, 
tin* measuri* was voted down, and the PreBidtmt saw 
that be cwuld not remain in power by tliia means. He 
at«o »aw that though the coiiHlitution wa« not rci« 
vined, it was Htrieken to death. Thin long diwiUK- 
Hion bad nuoir it rleiir that rt’viHion would have lieen 
votcnl if t‘aeh party caaild have revined aeeording to 
itH own wiabeH. In a won!, a majority of (he Aa- 
aembly and the ecnintry desired revision, Init (be 
requirement H of n three «|imrter« vote prevmited the 
solving of tho protihan. "If was a victory for the 
oppiwers of tho lengtlaaiifig of lay term of ollieiq** 
wiid the Emperor one day. "Hut iny eiiemiea were 
licit eontented to Mttjp there in tlanr liinnaling of 
me.*’ In fart, the Asseiiddy pasMial it resolntitin 
hliiming the adminintratioii for the frilieigm« of the 
eondtiet of iiuhtie alTtitfs contained in the petitioiw 
filreiidy reforri'cl to. " Hu!,** tamtiniies the Hiiiperor, 
"the oonnfry hoon replied to this awkward vote of 
lilmne, with a ctilninetii+ and a dipnty which iiiadt* an 
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impression on me that I have never forgotten, and 
which also greatly influenced public opinion both in 
Prance and in foreign parts/’ In the August fol- 
lowing this vote, the General Councils, or Depart- 
mental Legislatures, held their summer session and, 
before separating, most of them passed very signifi- 
cant resolutions touching on the question of the 
hour. Out of eighty-five of these bodies, eighty 
demanded that the constitution be revised on the 
lines desired by the Prince-President, only three did 
not take the matter under consideration and but tvs^o 
opposed it. Among these eighty, only one declared 
the revision to be in the interest of the republican 
form of government. “If this were not an invitation 
to establish the Empire,” remarked the Emperor, 

‘ ‘ what was it ? The popular vote was evidently at the 
bottom of this action of the Councils General; they 
were better informed than was the National 
Assembly.” 

The parliamentary struggle had been warm, the 
speeches were many, and the summer was hot and 
far advanced. So, after leaving a sort of permanent 
executive committee behind, the Assembly ad- 
journed till the beginning of November. But neither 
the public mind nor the Elysee took any rest. Prom 
that moment. Prince Louis Napoleon began to make 
the final preparations for the approaching coup 
d'etat. One day about this time. General de Lamor- 
ciere remarked to a friend: “The coup d'etat will 
occur when the President has found the man he is 
looking for; and this man, who will shrink from 
nothing, is in Algeria. When you see Saint Arnaud 
m the War Office, then you may say that the coup 
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d^Hat is at hand.” This prophecy was soon to be 
realized. 

Meanwhile, there was much agitation among the 
different political parties but the leaders did not 
seem to perceive into what discredit the Assembly 
had fallen in the eyes of the nation, nor the ardent 
wish of the country for a more centralized and 
stronger government, nor the ever-increasing as- 
cendancy of the Prince-President, who became more 
and more the hope of the whole people. Nor did they 
appear to hear the cries of the socialistic demagogy, 
announcing the era of pillage and murder for 1852, 
but went about with their eyes and ears closed, en- 
gaged in seeMng candidates for the presidential 
office, when a novice in public affairs should have 
perceived that that office was not to become vacant I 
Some of these nominating bodies were serious, while 
others could be regarded only as childish. Thus, one 
of the organs of the latter category proposed as a 
candidate Martin Uadaud, the bricklayer deputy. 
Not less absurd was the suggestion which came from 
the editor-in-chief of the venerable Gazette de 
France that votes be cast for Henri de la Eoche- 
jacquelin, son of the famous anti-republican general 
of the Vendean insurrection of the first revolution. 
The republicans pushed to the fore, Carnot, son of 
the famous war minister of the revolution and 
father of the future president of the third republic. 
General Changarnier, afraid of being forgotten, 
nominated himself and coquetted with the Legiti- 
mists and the Orleanists, and fell between two 
stools, as he richly deserved to do. 

“One fraction of the Orleanists then took up the 
candidacy of the Prince de Joinville,” said the 
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Emperor one day, “while the Legitimists who could 
not hit upon a good leader, closed around me. Gen- 
eral Changarnier then perceived how his influence 
had waned since the day when he separated his line 
of conduct from my own. United with me, he had 
played the part of the Champion of order, my right 
arm charged with the defense of authority in face of 
demagogy and anarchy. From the moment when he 
refused to follow me, he was no longer much needed 
by anybody and he became a malcontent, a general 
without a command, ‘waiting for something to turn 
up.’ ” Concerning the Joinville candidature, which 
had been invented by the Journal des Dehats, the 
Emperor said: “In the first place, it was unconstitu- 
tional, as he was exiled. Moreover, it would have 
occasioned another division in the Bourbon family 
and grafted a younger branch on to the Orleans 
family; and if he had succeeded, against all prob- 
ability, in getting elected, he would have been 
obliged to accept a revolution, which had condemned 
his father’s policy and had overthrown his throne. 
Yet this candidature was advanced by one of the 
great organs of the press of that time, perhaps the 
greatest! Was it not necessary to put order in such 
incohereney?” 

In the meantime, the Assembly met again, and the 
first measure brought forward by the President and 
his followers was the repeal of the electoral law, 
which was based on a restricted suffrage, and the 
substitution for it of complete universal male 
suffrage. A long and violent discussion was the 
result, and the final vote showed a majority of three, 
out of seven hundred, against the measure. Thus, 
Louis Napoleon was the champion of universal 
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age, and the republican party its opponent! 
the mistakes of the majority did not stop here. 
[■ slapping in the face the common people, they 
treated the President “the Elect of Prance” 
the same fashion. A resolution was introduced 
g the Speaker of the Assembly the command of 
nilitary guard which watched over its safety, 
would have been the last straw on the patient 
Ps back! But it was not carried, and the coup 
which would have been the President’s 
er if it had been carried, was postponed for the 
ent. “This is perhaps the best course,” was all 
Prince-President had to say when he learned 
the motion was lost. 

t the Elysee was now more than ever on the 
. It was evident to all observing on-lookers that 
ong struggle between the two powers could not 
n much longer in this revolutionary fashion, 
e the different groups of the Assembly were 
ng the means of making themselves dictator, 
je Louis Napoleon stood ready, everything in 
, waiting only to decide which was the right 
hr action. He of course counted for success on 
rmy, and, as he had been studying the army for 
time, felt sure of its aid. Thus, at a review 
Lg the summer preceding the coup d^etat, held 
e plateau of Satory near Versailles, the cavalry 
illy disobeyed orders in their desire to acclaim 
’rince-President. Since his advent to the presi- 
it had always been the custom of the soldiers, 
they filed past, to cry: “Long live Napoleon!” 
he Assembly had directed General Changamier 
3p this, and on this particular occasion, instruo- 
to this effect had been given to the general 
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commanding the division which was being reviewed. 
The infantry obeyed and filed past in silence. Hnt 
not so the cavalry. Swords were brandished and the 
President was sainted with enthusiastic shouts. The 
Prince showed himself displeased at this order, and 
the commanding general was removed and sent to 
another military division. This act naturally ruffled 
General Changarnier and the coolness between him 
and the President dated from this incident. ‘ ‘ It was 
not so much generals whom I needed at this 
moment,” said the Emperor; ^‘1 wanted the support 
of the common soldier. So Changarnier 's defection 
was not a serious blow.” 

At this period, the President often spent much 
time at the Castle of Saint Cloud, when he took 
frequent horseback rides into the country round 
about. One day he returned smiling and related this 
anecdote to the officers on duty: ‘Uf some Bur grave 
(the nickname given to the leaders of the conserva- 
tive party during the Second Republic) had been 
with me to-day, he would have felt considerable 
anxiety over the political future; for, while I was 
going up a steep lane among the vineyards, I mot a 
workman, evidently a chair-repairer. I was moving 
my horse to one side so as to let the man pass, when 
he put down his burden and thus addressed me: 
‘Please wait a moment, sir, while I tell you sonuv 
thing. I am told that over there at the Assembly, 
the deputies don’t want you. But we do. Wo know 
that you like us workers. Those chaps must remem- 
ber that we elected you, and they should be given to 
understand that on the first sign from you, our arms 
and our chests are at your service. ’ In order to give 
emphasis to his remarks, he brought his fist down on 
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inietakcni u th(*y iinaKino that thoy can fight against 
mo with HuccoHH, Thoy will loam this one of those 
days wlion it is too latt*.” 

But the Priaee began at an early date to make 
himself popular with the lower classea of Franco. 
The Emperor used to like to tell of a litth* (‘pismle 
wliieh happeiu'd on July IS4H, (hiring the truco 
wdiicli (lenernl Cnvaignae. had granted the iiwnr» 
gents. “I was moving about among the barrleados 
in tin' Faubourg Saint Antoine, aeeompnnied by a 
frieml, when the women, who wanhal to put a stop 


dandy there, with the light colored gloves and the 
cane, instead of gadding about there to no purpose, 
you bad belter help us put up these white flags. ‘ 
* Vou are (juite right, my good woman, I have come 
to sc'o if I eaunot aiil in rei'stahliHhing order and so 
am only too glad ten Indp you in your efTorts. for 
penee. So 1 look off rny gloves and gave them with 
my nine to my friend, flicking up a fallen flag, I 
«t«ck it in its Imle again and steadied it with three 


and eheers of these good women.** 

But if wiiH neither the Prince’s popularity with 
the eoinimm people, nor the heiirty niipporl of the 
riiiik and file of the nnny thiil assured the siieeepa 
of the They cuntriliutetl largely there- 

to ; hut what gave the weary President the eoiiriigo 
to titiciisrifike it and what eiirried it to a triuropli w»i 




MEMOIBS OF THE EMPRESS EUGENIE 

tlie presence about him of a mimber of able, bold and 
devoted friends. Among these should be put first, 
General de Saint Arnaud, and the careful way in 
which the Prince went to work to win him over to his 
cause well illustrates the remarkable manner in 
which the coup d’etat was planned and carried out. 

Major Pleury, of the Prince’s military staff, an 
officer of great activity and very devoted to hisS 
cause, had just completed fourteen years of service 
in Algeria, where he knew all the officers who could 
be useful to the Prince. He had served under Gen- 
eral dc Saint Arnaud, whom he could not praise too 
highly to the Prince-President. So he was sent to 
Africa on a special mission whose aim was to bring 
over to the Prince officers in the African army who 
Avould aid in carrying out the plans then maturing 
at the Elysee, and especially to see if Saint Arnaud ’s 
support could he secured. The Major suggested that 
the young general be sent on an expedition against 
some rehelhous tribes, which would give the latter 
an opportunity to distinguish himself and the 
former an occasion to talk with him about the cause 
which the future Emperor had at heart. The Major 
was instructed to see the Minister of War, General 
Eandon, who readily fell in with the proposition, 
adding: ‘'Tell the Prince that when Saint Arnaud 
takes my place, I do not want to be mixed up in all 
the events that are sure to follow; all I ask is to be 
sent back to Algeria as governor general.” This 
was quite in accordance with the wishes of the 
Prince, who, notwithstanding what has been said to 
the contrary, never had a thought of asking General 
Randon to play a part in the coining events. So 
Major Fleury hastened to Africa; the Kabylian 
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ed him as being on a special mission from the 
lident to follow the campaign. He was cordially 
;omed by the General, but at first made no 
tion of the real object of his coming, though he 
refer now and then to the conflicts between the 
jutive and the Assembly, and whenever he found 
od opportunity for so doing, he did not fail to 
3 the General understand that the Prince was 
only candidate whom the conservatives could 
>se, with any chance of success, to the revolu- 
iry parties, and that the only remedy for the 
ent state of things lay in the army. Major 
ry would bring up the same subject at table, in 
r to see how Mme. de .Saint Amaud took it. At 
she caused him some anxiety. This lady, whose 
ien name was de Trazegnies, was related to the 
)des and to some of the best families of Bel- 
L. She seemed to lean towards the royalists and 
d probably not exercise much influence over the 
sral in the direction of the Bonapartists. But 
e end, the Major saw that he was mistaken on 
point. Mme. de Saint Amaud, who was very 
ted to her husband, wished to share the honors 
h she felt he could obtain, and soon hints be- 
! plain words, and the delighted Major was soon 
inced that the wife was to be a great help in the 
: in hand. “You may count on me aiding you 
ery way I can,” she said one day, and arranged 
letails of the final interview between the Major 
the General, when Saint Arnaud said squarely: 

; the Prince get me appointed general of divi- 
and I will answer for the rest. But we will have 
41 
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time to talk over all this at our leisure, during this 
expedition.” 

In Saint Amaud’s circle, Fleury met gallant offi- 
cers like de Place, de Sericourt, de Clermont-Ton- 
nerre, Boyer, and de Chavarrier who entered heart- 
ily into his plans and all remained faithful to the 
future Emperor whom they served usefully. At 
Constantine, Fleury met again General Bosquet 
whom he had known years before. ‘Hie was when I 
first knew him, just out of the Polytechnic School,” 
writes General Fleury in some manuscript notes on 
this period of his career, “and was a close friend of 
Cavaignac and Lamoriciere. He was believed to 
hold decided republican opinions; but as he was 
very ambitious, his political convictions eventually 
were pushed into the background. I quickly per- 
ceived this state of his mind, and if my overtures to 
Saint Arnaud had been repelled, I intended to opoix 
up the business with Bosquet, who, from what I 
afterwards learned, would have been only too glad 
to cooperate with us. In fact, he was evidently dis- 
appointed that he had not been taken into the com- 
bination. He did not hesitate to speak of the politi- 
cal situation, ‘which,’ he said, ‘could be cleared up 
only by the help of the sword;’ and he was quite 
willing to let it be seen that he considered that 
sword to be his own.” 

The expedition was carried out rapidly, and at the 
end of two months the tribes were subdued without 
any very great loss of life. During all this time 
Fleury did not leave the General’s side, and was 
thus able to talk with him constantly about the 
object of his mission. The promises already given 
were renewed, and Fleury was able to leave for 
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:plete success of what he had undertaken to perform, 
thereupon, the Prince immediately congratulated 
■the General on the brilliancy of his expedition, in- 
formed him that he was named general of division 
^nd that he would soon be called to a command at 
^aris worthy of his high rank and talent. The daily 
J>ress at the capital had been full of references to 
ixim and his feats in Africa, so that when he reached 
^aris, his coming produced a real sensation. At the 
i^'eception given in his honour at the Elysee, he was 
file cynosure of all eyes, and when the President 
“took him to the theater, he attracted more attention 
f Plan the play. He was soon given the War portfolio, 
^nd to still further increase his prestige, the most 
famous and popular generals and colonels of the 
-African army were recalled, and Canrobert, 
<3. ’Ablonville, de Lourmel, Espinasse, Marulaz, Een- 
^xilt and other dashing officers were added to the 
^roup of devoted men surrounding the President. 
‘ ^ I then felt that the military chiefs could at length 
lie trusted to act at the right moment,” said the 
lEmperor in his review of this period of his public 
life. 

Turning now to the civilians whom the Prince- 
ly resident had drawn around him, the first place 
"belongs to Comte de Persigny, who had long been 
fyrince Louis Napoleon’s, confidential, friend: in the 
<3. ark and troubled days, of the London exile and. the 
Boulogne fiasco. The Emperor has well described 
bis character in this brief sentence “Persigny was 
enthusiastic, perhaps even fanatical, somewhat 
erratic at times, but, unquestionably, heartily de- 
■\i!CQt£.d to me and my cause from. the. start to the 
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close of his life; frank in hin ihhTaiua-M mul api tn 
complain if his advice was not ri>llitwrd.” 

Major Flcury and do Fersigny ealhnl tin* 
of the Prince to Ooiuh^ do Mi»rny. It was an ..p. 
secret that Moray was the non nf linrf.-n.M- 

and Comte do Flahaut. Very infrllivvni luul fnll nt 
entei 7 )rise, he had loiiK Hnu.^ht soiuf nulh’t !•»?■ hi . 
energies. He Iiad tried diploiuaey and ha<! rvm par 
ticipated in commercial undertakings. INditienlls 
he was at this inoineiii very friemily with th.* 
Orleans PrinooB and on good ternw with th»dr ehe t 
fugleman, M. (kiizoi, althongli he wan uiiturn!l> e*‘u 
sklered to have Bona)[)uriiHt teiideneieH. I’he rcvnln 
tion of 1848 luid ruined him (liuuieinlly nud li«’ v\as 
hesitating as to what coiirHe to pursue, when the 
star of Louis Napoleon began to rise on the Jn<ri/.iHi 
In the course of ilio y<‘ar lH4d he deeiilotl t<« enter 
into closer rolationH with the I‘riiine, whmn he tlnni 
hardly know. IUh polltlenl Httuation and bin pn o 
tion in the clubs and in tlie heat Hoeiejy cnmld net tnii 
be very useful to the ProHidmit. Both felt and ^ 
this. At the first inh'rview, the Proidenl wns .it 
fectionate and kind, hut a hamlshake wn.n the e^f* n? 
of his demonstrativeuesH. Moray would have Ide d 
Homothing more, but the ProHident was md yet 
that ho could go further, espeeiidly as tin- fenii' i 
committed the error of seeking to Jiinki» !t«o pr.iiu 
incut the nature of his birth, for, it Hhuuld be re 
membered, Louis Napoleon never recogiuHed Muruy 
as his half brotlier, though the latter got up si nori «•! 
coat of arms consisting of the portnut tif tin- t^bie. n 
and de Plahaut, with his own nrum eroHMefl with the 
hortensia, a hydrangea— which he* Inter siippreMf^ed. 
owing to an indiroot remark on the Empre#i«‘ part. 


all thin, howavar, tho two brothers 
soon uiulerntood (‘acli otli(‘r and a firm “political in- 
(lumcy” wuH tlu' roHult which hiKMimc the fouiida- 
tinn of an nllianci* to whicdi both rcinaint‘d faithful 
until their death. They hc*gan by studying each 
<j|hi»r with (’fire. 

1'he sonu'wluit ri'si’rved (dinracdi’r of the Prince 
always checked him from o|»ening his hc’art too 
freely. While listening to advice, no nnilter wlumce 
it cnnH% he made no promiHes. Ih* liked to “work 
out the averagt'H,” and it Wfis very randy that he 
wfiH entirely inllucnced by one pm’.son ahuu’. lb* 
took from Hcvend what In* found guod, or UHeful, or 
ingi'nioiiH, but began liy appropriating to hiinsi’lf tlie 
idi *aK vvideli pleased him in others, modifying these 
ideas aecording to hta own tiistes. Momyt finding 
himself to he prrnona grata and often cumsutted, 
would have lik«*d from the first to iakt* thi* din'ction 
of the (‘iiterprisi* and perhaps drennu’d cd' imposing 
his own will on that of the Prince. But this was 
impoHMihle, for if there was one thing that Prince 
Boihh Xnpoleou did not lik«% it was appearing tcj 
yield to preHHure of any kind. It was ahvays dis- 
agreeahle to him to he made to feel that the per- 
mnin whom ho was emisnlting were tdtiiming “au- 
thor’s righlH” on anything they might suggest to 
him. But .Moruy wan a first class politician and 
he knew how to wait wlnm waiting was nceessiiry. 
He fully realiy.i’d that by trying to hurry things 
itml boiiig too fm-ward with advice, he was running 
Bn* risk of eomprouii.HjHg his new-born influeiKH*. 
He t(H»k liiiitH from those surrountling the Prince, 
fdl of whom wore* friendly to this future minister 
-from Persigiiy, Fleiiry, Comte Ktlgiir Ney, and 


icarni 
jvaa in 
sans hif 
very 01 
out to 
b; and 
:ie Pres 
vily an 
iitimatc 
50 now 





THE COUP D’ETAT 

the Second Eepnblio to hand over military author- 
ity to their President. Were not all these really 
attempts at coups d’etat, though only in an em- 
bryonic and undeveloped state? When the ground 
is cut from under one’s feet, one is apt to cry out 
about usurpation and the suppression of liberty. 
But this is just what they were all trying to do. 
The affair of 1851 was a steeple-chase. I got in 
first and the others didn’t get in at all! That is all 
the difference between them and me. Had federal- 
ism triumphed in the provinces in 1793, the Con- 
vention would have been called a criminal, an enemy 
of individual liberty, employing illicit methods to 
attain power. If Charles X had been better guard- 
ed and armed he would have forced the country to 
accept the famous ordinances. Would he then have 
been accused of fomenting revolt and would his 
ministers have been shut up in the fortress of Ham? 
On the contrary, would not the blame for the con- 
flict have been put on those who prepared the way 
for and stirred up the insurrection — ^the journal- 
ists of the National, certain ambitious deputies, and 
the duke of Orleans himself, who, pretending not 
to desire honors, waited till the crown had been 
dashed from his cousin’s head, and then com- 
placently let it be set on his own? If on September 
4 the deputies of the Left had met with some 
opposition from those who should have defended the 
throne, if the people had realized the infamy of the 
deed committed when Catiline was at our gates, may 
we not believe that these victors would have been 
called rebels, bad citizens and traitors to their coun- 
try? But they succeeded in their effort and it was 
the Imperial government, beaten by numbers and 
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unlneky circimwtanc(‘H, by tin* di'Hi'rtjuii nf llitim* 
who should have delViuletl it, wltie!} wiim tlrrliimi 
the guilty party. Mt'iinurnl Isy this nil«\ the iit*f pf 
December 2 was simply a aalural re.^ult of ilie cmt- 
ditions of the hour.” 

Nor was this rovp d'riai cnrritnl {.» MirrrHH m) 
easily as some historiauH have led thru- rr.'nierM to 
believe. The patimun*, iMri^vvvnuiw, jiud «|jiriiig 
shown by the Princu' well illualrau* u hpI*- »»f Ium 
character for which ho has not ahvays hn'ii 
credit. When it wuh thought that iiil wan rnidy for 
action, it looked for a nuaneiil nml a iin»Mt rrifinil 
one it was—uH Ihougli Kalut Aruiiiui b* fail 
the President find his HUppurttTH. Hit*' im ilia fir- 
count of this epinoiie in the ijrrlimiiiaro’M uf thp 
coup d’etat, m account which diflrrs in lipiim r*o 
spoots from that gcruTally Kivi-n. la fuvt, buhic- 
times this episode is nut uu'iitioiHnl at nil, iiml yrt 
it looked for a moment as though thr whole pliiu. 
so carefully drawn up, ami m lung tirhiyrd m vse 
ecution, would fail through becausi’ tff thin vt?ry 
episode. 

September 17 was the liate origiiuiUy set fur the 
accomplislunont of this great ami pnciJle evriit. 
After having formally agrerni to nHsuirif tlie re 
sponsibility of executing the task, tleiiortii 
Amaud asked for a few days* leave of nlnifiirp in 
order to visit his mother twnv Hoffleaux, ih* proiii 
ised to be back by September 4, on whirli date 
ho was. to call on tlie President at the Klynihn The 
General was back on the day agreed upoii. htit in 
stead of going to the Elysim he «eni the Premihuil a 
e er m which he asked to he relieved from the 
promise given and begging him not to e 4 mfit iipon 
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Mm any longer. The anger at the Elysee was nat- 
urally very great. Persigny and Morny plainly 
showed that they were exasperated. Fleury, who 
had invented Saint Arnaud, was very much upset. 
The Prince, who was the most affected of all by 
tMs blow, let his disappointment be seen the least. 
“I was so sure of what must eventually happen,” 
he said much later, ‘^that I felt that it was simply 
the postponement of the inevitable ; and after events 
showed that I was not mistaken.” 

“We feared now that everything had to be done 
over again,” says one of the actors in the scene, in 
private papers; “if, in fact, the whole scheme were 
not seriously compromised. Indiscretions must 
have been committed and ad was probably lost. 
Though the Assembly was not sitting at tMs mo- 
ment, it was represented by the Permanent Commit- 
tee, which was completely dominated by General 
Changamier, who might from one moment to an- 
other learn everything. We all asked one another 
what was going to happen. Carlier, the head of 
the Paris police, came to the Elysee, and spoke with 
so much caution that it was evident he had aban- 
doned the project. General Magnan, who com- 
manded the army in Paris, vacillated and declared 
that without Saint Amaud’s aid, he could not act. 
To calm suspicions, the Prince went the same eve- 
ning to the French Theater, accompanied by de Per- 
signy and Major Fleury. He was, of course, much 
moved inwardly, but kept a calm exterior, which did 
not prevent him, during the intermissions, from giv- 
ing very forcible expression to what was on his 
mind. He was very severe on Saint Arnaud, and 
with reason; but not so severe as his suite. 
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‘ ' ‘It 's a treason, ’ exclaimed Persigny. 

“ ‘Since they abandon me,’ added the Prince, ‘I 
will do without generals, get on horseback and alone 
advance to meet the troops.’ 

“ ‘No, that will never do,’ said one of those in 
the boxj ‘though you unquestionably enjoy great 
personal popularity, and your name counts for 
much, you must bear in mind that you are not your 
uncle nor in the same situation as he was. ’ 

“ ‘There are two things to do,’ said another: 
‘hand over the War Office to General Baraguay 
d’Hilliers, and send for General de Castellane and 
put him in command of the troops of Paris, Both, 
these officers are very friendly to you. If they de- 
cline your offers, then you should return to Saint 
Cloud, act as though nothing had happened, and 
wait for a more favorable occasion.’ 

“Both of these Generals did hold back, giving 
good and sufficient reasons, and the disappointed 
President determined to retire to Saint Cloud on 
September 15, But before that date, he requested 
Major Pleury to go to General Saint Arnaud and 
have a frank talk with him, 

“ ‘I think it a mistake,’ argued the President very 
wisely, ‘to leave Saint Arnaud alone, as if we had 
broken with him, for some of his fellow officers, 
like Leflo, Cavaignac, or Bedeau who are hostile to 
me, may draw him over to their side. They would, 
of course, like nothing better than to accomplish 
this.’ 

“A few minutes’ conversation with Saint Arnaud 
dissipated all these fears. 

“ ‘What I meant,’ he said, ‘by asking the Prince 
to release me from my promise was this. In my 
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’ <, 

WO moV(‘ now, I much fnar thorn will bo rosietaneo 
in all tht» DopartrnontH cit* I'^ranno,* 

** ‘Tilt* Pornmnojil ( '{Unrnittnn in on tin* watch, a 
(lonp dV'tat ih in tin* air,’ n‘|ilit‘ci Majcir Floury, ‘and 
it will twi hc‘ HO i*iwy to not with onor^y when tho 
AHMoinlily in roctinvtuuMh* 

“ ‘That in not niy opinion,* wan the* nhoH mtily. 
Tho Clonornl wtutt ctn ami adinifli*tl that, durinic hia 
visit t«» Bonloanx, Mmo. do Hnint Arnaud hml 
pointed tint to him many dangors, aial lu* ohwod 
the intorviow with Uu^ho wtirdn: 'Toll tito Prow- 
<iont that my idoiw have* in no wino rlmimt'd in n*- 
Kurd to the ncH’osMily of a ooup dVdat, nor havo my 
foolingii for him urnh’rice>no any modihfiilion, Wt* 
difTor only aa tti flm moment whmi wo Hhouhl art. 
Wilt, II ymi finmn ttno tci Ihnnv htiriHolf from a 
Innwo top, you imiHt lot him ohon.Hc how ami wln*n 
ho in to aooftmpliHh that rinky font,’ *’ 


MEMOIRS OF THE EMPRESS El'iiEXiE 


thing else to prepare the preliniinnrieH of tin* t-mtp 
d'etat and to carry it to a huccm'bh, wluai tli»‘ ihm\ 
moment came for action. 

We always considered the five priiiripiil actors in 
bringing about the Ooup d’Elat to lie M{»niy, I t*r 
signy, Manpas, Eleury and Saint .\rtytud. A.*^ 
everybody knows there was a riH’(*ptioii at the Ely 
see on the evening oi l)eeeiulu*r Istj but e^eryluuK 
did not know tin'll or sin(U‘ that the Priiaa* t leaijbait 

was far more nciwous than many ot lu.'^ guoatu have 
since imagined, lie, of course, trenleil liin inany 
visitors with marked kindue.ss and atTnlnlity. lliis 
outward manner of Napoleon has often Iweii re 
marked upon. But lu' hud to rnaki* a great t4» 

hide his concern, lu fact, this etTiU’t trimi liiin more 
than the vigorous actions which stton folhiwcHl. •Hn 
activity lias always wearied me more than aetivityP* 
he used to say very trullil'ully. Hii.s fact I have 
often seen illustrated in his wireer. 

After the guests left, the i’riiiet' heltl the timi! «*on- 
ferenco with Ids frientlH before the ordera were 
given to “go ahead." At Huh couferenee file Priiiee 
did not take the h'uding part, h« is tiften iinHertiHh 
His rule of life was never to march swifter thnn 
events. He hud long fell that a rouji iPeliil wna 
coming. “But all J had to do wan to nit fitnl let 
it come," he would say afti'rwards; “or iil |i»ait» I 
saw that it was best for me not to try iiiid liiiwlen 
the fatal hour." So at tiiis final ctmferera'e, he wmh 
the most silent of the circle. When he |iere«4viHi 
by the language of Iuh frioadB that they werr reiitiy 
to act and believed that the moment hud riimp to 
act, “then I was sure that the camp d*i»tiit wa#«i 
made," the Emperor baa said. 
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On the morning of December 2nd, when Prince 
Napoleon was informed of the state of things, he 
sallied forth, from his house in the Rue d ’Alger, 
with his neighbor M. Gavini, “furious at what my 
cousin has done,” as he expressed it to all those 
whom he met. The violent diatribes and insulting 
epithets which he indulged in could not be too vio- 
lent nor too insulting. In this disposition, more or 
less modified at times, this able but ill-balanced 
member of the Bonaparte family remained through- 
out the duration of the Second Empire. His was 
a curious mind. He might have been of so much 
aid to the future Emperor, for his talents were of 
the first order. “His remarkable facial resemblance 
to the great Napoleon alone was a host in itself,” 
a certain leading deputy once truly remarked to me. 
“Yes,” added the Emperor, when I repeated this 
to him, “but my good cousin generally spoils this 
facial resemblance by ‘making faces’ I” 

Very different was the conduct of Prince Napo- 
leon’s father, the aged ex-king Jerome. As soon as 
he heard, at the Invalides, of what had occurred, 
he put on his uniform and rode to the Elysee, where 
he was warmly welcomed by his nephew. At ten 
o’clock, Prince Louis, with Jerome on his left, fol- 
lowed by a numerous staff, rode out from the Ely- 
see and presented himself before the troops, who 
received him enthusiastically. “I always felt pe- 
culiarly grateful to my distinguished uncle for this 
immediate and timely support, especially at a mo- 
ment when it was impossible to tell just what would 
be the final result of my act. He might have sacri- 
ficed his life to my caaise. But he did not hesitate, 
and a true Napoleon, but political considerations be- 
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forG those of a pcrsoiiul luitiin*. In u vuud, Kin^ 
Jerome now did all that lay in hin jmwt'r tt» jiii! iw 
to restore the empire. When In* died eiirht yearn 
later, it was one of the hardent blows I ever rereived. 
I felt that the last conneelion i)e(\veen uie anti I he 
great Emperor Imd disapia'anHl. h'rem that mo- 
ment, I experieiuu'd a moral weakness fhat Mtmte- 
times must have a/Tee.led my e«mdtirt oi a Hairs; !nr 
it must not be forgolten that I ahuiys sinarlit in- 
spiration in the thoughts, (leeds and arfs of {fie h’irsl 
Empire and its mighty head, llis death hat! been 
expected for some time, ns he had hern niliiig ft>r 
months. But his puHsing away nuule a rtroat impren 
sion, for ho had again heroine poputar. With the 
advent of the Second Einpirt*, I slmunretl upon 
him all the honor.s in my power. I went often to 
his receptions in the Palais Ibtyal, whore ho hehl 
an elegant and very eorrrct little eourt. The Em 
press, too, liked his company, for his ronvei Hutittn 
was most interosting, as he had .■'een mueh dnrsng 
hla eventful life.’* 

What the Emperor says alanit her enoyimr ihv 
society of tlio aged king is (piite Inn*, lie wa^ flat - 
tered hy the attentinii.M of Hit* Emperor, who y ,r»i 
to say: ‘‘My unch*, wdto has a great deal of eom 
mon sense,” or “ My iinele, wln»He wide e\piTieuee/’ 
etc. Those phrases were often rejiealetl to him mat 
could not but please him. The Emprenf* li uhird the 
father as much as she diHtru,Hte«i the Him. 'llie fart 
is — and I have touched on this elHewhere in 
volumes— the latter had n very had temper and iuih 
reckless in regard to what he said tm poltiieid or 
religious subjects. He was always very agv'rersMiv** 
and more than once showed real hoMidily luwardu 
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hell? -jh being sorely vexed tliat he was no longer 
vaUo^^ the throne. Again, he loved to appear ‘‘ad- 

t;lie way, many untrue statements have been 
jr- ^ concerning the Empress’ relations with 
not ^ Jerome. Some chroniclers have said that, 
^^hisfied with the presidency of the Senate, the 
^^^''^^^iXorship of the Hotel des Invalides and a large 
lie had a grudge against the Emperor for 
^ \ giving him a large place in the government, 
anct ^Specially for not making him regent when the 
made his temporary absences from 
It has been, furthermore, declared that he 
was j)£irticularly disappointed that the regency was 
eati?ixsted to the Empress during the Italian cam- 
and that he openly manifested his displeas- 
; "tliat this displeasure increased when he per- 
cor-vec5L that “his suggestions were not listened to,” 
hii< 5L htiat “his nephew had advised his wife and her 
ministers to take no notice of his uncle’s advice.” 


N'oed.less to say that all this is absolutely false. 
Tlxis idle gossip is dissipated by a letter written by 
tho Isiing to his nephew, dated May 16, 1859, which 
I <3.0 not give here as it was long ago made public. 
Bnffioe it to say that the Empress always had the 
pleasantest relations with King Jerome, who never 
was laeard to complain of the Emperor or to any one 
concerning the fashion in which he was treated by 
tb.e Eimperor, by the Empress or by the government, 
for* 'tlu.e very good reason that they all honored him, 
noh only for his own merits but as the brother of 
tlie great Emperor and as the only remaining di- 
roc-fc link betwen the two empires. 
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MBMOnW Ob’ TllH KMrlJlIss KI OKX 
The Bmpi'nn- lum U'ft 1'“'^ 

ingthe Couii il’Kitiit: 

“My (‘.nemics ({t'clan-fi Hiai r- 

of mo at tlio vory iiusmi-ut 1 i :.l .<! 

They imagined that the eummuti u. 

their side, and when siniH- “t th.* 'a. 

the way to prison, they hojM-t! t*. '’Ur up mu 
hy addressing themsrivus to Mhr man m th.- .i 
But they found this man v«'r> imlith io-iP 
sure that BUeh would l>e the nmu. H«*u.ar! 
thought they knew heller than L i tuf > \ . uf * i 
that J was better iul’orined Usnn tie') iito.uf lu 
feolinKH of the Kn-iieh natituj rMiH-friiuju: \l 
testable regime which I tuoTturm-tl u,*’. ih 
proval of all sensible eitiv.oiis. 

“On l)i‘ceinl)er ‘ind lhi« wtnkiugmuH »u U . 
l)ourg J^nint Antoiiiu werr bripimi!!.;.' i.* ‘a 
their shops, when the event beeam. kje-uo 
showed a litth^ curiiwily when tie-) a 
political priHoners g<jing hy. thif th.i? a. 
There was no attmnpt at re.Hj'm-. a xju. ..3 
more sangiiine priHt»ners timuidit s\muI4 p. iP. 
The fact is that the Ansi-mblv tiiul m 

popular. The mfunenlary euabf nm 
deputies of the itiglU ami Uu* r. puldio.ui .1 
mo could deceive no cuie. 'riiuy wi d$r4 Im n 
me and were openly plotting againil ‘il 
not dare,’ they said. But I m’li-d d’h. 

that nobody would he Indd mmugh to gn. , 
against the Asscunbly and that if cueli 
given, the aoldierH would lutt obey tbum II. i*- 
they were woefully nuHtaken. Tin- fur!'. 
that there was no disohediene,* amou- Ui*. mi 
hie. My frionda among tin- uffuaTH win* e 
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j»a|mlatinu of Frantu* wault! rw* up um ciui* uiaa Ui 
tha auuHtittiticJU. lint w1h*ii th«‘ tiuu* eama 
to riH(‘, tin* ‘piilriotH’ numburcd a bakt'r'a dozoii, 

iH trua that tho populatitui of Farin di<l not 
all road niy priH'lnaiatituiH in tho Hanu* Hpirit. Tho 
lowor elfiKHoH and tlio upp(*r did not in ovt?ry 

iiwtauco taki* a Himilar view of ovcuitH. 'riio liu’Kor 
l)ody of tho working poojdo ro^ardod iny procdaiaa 
tioiiH iiH a rfi‘.s(aiiliHlnuonl i»f miivoraal auffraxo, 
tho fall <»f tlu' roynlint majtunty in tiu* Aasoiuldj' 
and tin* mainti-naia’s* of thc' ropahlio. "rin* phriwo 
‘violatini locality,’ wliioli wan lator laualiod about 
by oortidu loadorH of nil partioa, thoy nadly cmriHl 
vory littio nlaait. Thoy w(‘ro looked upon na tUH*mb?8 
by tlio icreat majority of the Asaemldy; they went 
for the riumt part deprived of their idtudorfd rlKhtft; 
they Mn\¥ Ilnur winheH and ideas etuistnatly «>p)maed 
hy tin* IviKlit; tliey helievt-tl that this saiiu* Uii<ht 
wurt ploltiuK for a nmaurehieid restorntituu in wlueh 
view they wen* in>t far from seeijpc (drarl\\ iiiul they 
fumstupienlly were indi iTfO'ent, to say tin* least, when 
tliey penuuvetl that i hatl elipp«*d the wiufija of thia 
threidtuiinK majority. Furthermore, the people of 
I’iiris nourished fiudimra of resentmeul airidiist the 
mititlle elahHes who hail been pitiless towards thsuii, 
and titey eoidd si-e no neeessity to worry very nineh 
about wdnit Hemied to them f*SHenlially a ipiiirrel 
between ine and ‘those heartless middle elasses. ' 
Tlieir i^eneral opinion was well summed up in the 
short pliriise of Ihi* 1 deputy I.aicranK«\ wdio exeliiim- 
ed oli Ihu’ember ‘Jnd : ‘That’s well played F The 
arrest in the morning hours of Thiers. Fhangarider, 
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Eainoricit'rf^i uiul otlu’rn, whom tli<* 
classes looked upon an llieir enemli-s, e<»uftr»uHl Iho 
people in tliis view, tliongh llu'ir lndit*f wuh Hutno- 
what shaken, it inuHi be adinitled, Inttw in the duy, 
when it was foniul neeesHnry, for the sneeess uf 
the new regime, to seize sevt'ral «d the in!\ nin'*Hl re- 
publicans also. 

“The so-called ‘republiean bourgeisisii'’ vi»>linitly 
protested against ray act. The enmservativ*- hunr- 
gcoisio, on the contrary, found in the Funp tPKtnt 
a guarantee of governnunitnl Heeurity nral ut-re lud 
displeased with what had happeuetl. Hut thi* ‘lih- 
eral party,’ which pretended to look upuu the nnine 
republic as a guaranlei^ of polilienl lit»erty, iVuml 
a dictatorsliip in other hands tlian th«*ir nwn. In 
a word, the whole situation was v»‘ry eunfuMed, niul 
if I acted as I diil, it wa.s lu'eausi' Humething hud 
to be done, and I did what seiuned tli<' hi-nt fur the 
distracted country. It is vt^ry »*asy now fur Htuae 
persons to blaine my course, Bnt if I had hdt the 
initiative to one of the other parties, whu! pruuf 
is there that they woultl have done as iiuieh for 
nation as I didi NonoP’ 
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MAtIJIUJE 

In fi rlmpli’r bri«*f han bmui 

miplt’ tif rriiifi-i'i Miiihihi**, Inil I prttpnHi* in tiuH 
I’Impfrr t<» tfiMj'r ti> thin nnnarknbli' 

WHffiftn, f?i|nn’!MlIy iiH ii ji.'irt <if Iht* niicrt'.HH iittfiict 
iiilf tlir it'i'‘.!iil wiiH ihn\ nl Irunt iiulir^Tlly, In 

lirr. Xi»r lint hiT iriHinl ri'iiH** with tln« ittl- 

vi’iit »f tin* n«'W tvichat*. Him titinliimril tu bn 
tlirtstiulmiit lltr Si*r««iiti Kiii|hrn liiiil titiwii tn Ihn v«ry 
ilfiy tif |}»’r II fhlliir «f tii 

tinin, itiul if MMim-* »»f tiii* jimh* nninluTw uf tin* 

|tnrtn fiimily hjui inmni'HHrd th»‘ ubiUtifH iiiul i^ntni 
Hi'iwr* tif i’rtiirrHfii \I nlhihhy flir history «»f ihn hoiiHi* 
\ViHilii nt»l lijtvr iinirk»'ti by f«>v»*rfil inth<lnntfi nf 
II ni«tr** ur rt^gTrifsiltln rliwriirlnr. 

Tim ri»w.Hin r»xi*rrif««Hi cN»«Hii|nnil>ln in* 

llunlinn nvri* tin* wnriil i»f Inllnrn find nf ind 

nnly ill but fur |M*yinici lln wiilln. t\w 

Kitffiirr iiitd Id! iirr di’iitli iii Jiiimiiry, 1!WI4* ill tlin 
ifdvttfirnd i»f riKlitV' ftnsr ynirn, »hi’ lii‘ld n nnmt 
brilliiifil liiilon, flrnl in tli«» lliin di» t*iiiim-lb''M imd 
liftnr in lirr fiiiuwi«»n in tin* Iltm dn B«*rri, whnrn 

nmv tbr Ibdi^iiiii I .I'giiliuij, wliirh witti frri|tiii*!fli’d 
by fK’b'bnlirH uf nil wurln find fi'<»in wliirli |i»dilii’id 
diHruiisiiifi Wii« irti'Vi^ridy ill bnisl ilnrini? 

thi* Third ib*|mhlit’. 

l*ri«oi*»fi 3>fiithibb*’f^ fntlii*r. King .Irnmm Ntiim- 

fi*} 
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leon, was the great Plmpcror's hnitinT niul r** 
for a short tirno in WoHlplinlta, ihiriog tin* 
Empire. >¥11011 the Prinee-Ih-r.Mitlful n*aelu«i 
throne, and earlier, at lhi‘ liHOjaait nf fhi* 
d'Etat, as was Hoeii In the la-nt elut|»!«T, iU-vtnnv 
ported his nepliew in ('V{»ry way pushilih*, Imih h 
prestige of his iiaine niul hy hin r«*H«‘}iililaiiec t» 
poleon I. He evini bravely walk«’tl tin* InnihM 
by Ills side. The Enipertu* waa Ittuelifd by thia 
erons conduct and promoti'd him fii-Mt tt» tin* 
of Marshal of France and iifti^rwaialH mntle 
Governor of the TnvalideH. ^flie !*'<. kim^» in 
was well pleased with tlieHi* jmnnr,H antf wan iil 
careful to do nothing to emharne -* IIim Einpr 
rule; so when lu' died in IHbd, hin f'um*ral u 
most magnificent state pagmid, wldeh mmfo a 
improsaion on every niio at tin* rimrl. Kapt 
in liked to speak of King Jenane. *HIi' bring 
so near to the great EmperorP’ he nsi-d tn way, 
simply by his features, but in many otbi-r m 
and physical things. I cnmmf forgoi bin m 
conduct at Waterloo, nor the* way ln’ ritiin» 
support during the early years, when fill thv t 
hers of tho Bonaparte family did md nlwayfi 
tato him in this respect. 

Prince Napoleon, his son, and cmtMeijuvnil) 
brother of PrincoflB Mathilda, iiImo had the k 
leonio featuroa to a very nmrkial tlegree; bti 
adopted a far difToreni attitude towards the 
Emperor. He was always hostile to hm ro 
Neither coaxing, nor proofs of eonfldeiire. 
honors could entirely overcome his iiidepen 
ideas, ^ Ms love of criticizing, a proneiiess t,} | 
conspiracy^ or the pleasure he took in grou 


pinxrKSH mathu.dk 

anniml liiin iia-fi wlsu skvw for the mciHt part mi- 
frhanlly t»» tin* Hrunmci Knipire. He fn^piently din- 
phvyt’d towardn tin* Ktiiprena ii ratluT dinagrecaddc* 
maimer, Imt m'ent idTi-nn** 'm \m eyes that af 

having Riven an heir («♦ ttn* Ihnme the hirth nf 
the 1‘rinee liiiperial leavinR him no long«'r the heir 
iippureiil. He rarricjl tluH npiril ao far 

that at Olio of KnR« nir*H hirt Inlay purl ion he aetnally 
refuHed to propoHo her hmdth, an the Kmperor tie- 
airetl him to do. flut loutliy proehiimed anti 
reliRioUfi eoiivief iuiiM woiihi tif lann-HHify have raiaml 
a barrier heUvi’eii fhein, rvni if he had not elnmeii 
to fieek otlier RronmlM of iliHneitHioit. 

Prinri’Ma Mathilde^H nioiher wan C^nren Hatlnn'lncn 
lioni PriiieewH of WhrfeinherR, a truly iidmiralile 
wctftiftn, who wai^ worthy t»f every priiiHt*. Iter Iuih- 
hand UHeti to uny Ilia! dtiriiiR twenty vearH In* had 
tried to diarover »*oiitr fiinlt in her, hut without aue 
eeKH. site loved hiiti paNhiuiinfrl) , ami hhowetl Rreat 
iinlulReiire |oWiU-d'-< hm iin|mted Rnlinii! oHeapudeS 
durtriR their ntfiy in \VrMi|i|iii|i5t. In |H| -I, |s,.r fnihi.r 
ha%unR a»ked her !«» nhnmlon her Inmliftinl in hin 
minforttimn i-the ahHoIntrly refiined lo d«» ho in an 
tuhniriihle letter iiddrrH»ed to the kiiiR of \Vilrt*‘iii* 
berR. The liifter »‘I 1 M lliueh I$li’ell'«inl III flilH, llltd for 
ft time iiiiprinoiis'd Iiih hoii-iii law and daiiiditer in 
the rattle of KIvaiiRein A Veiir hiler, they were nenl 
nut of the eotiniry, find then roinnieneetl for them 
ft loiiR fierier taf ii'itip*>rary iiojtaiiriiH in dilTert*nt 
plarrii. 

PrilieeHn Miithilile r«Teived ll R«hh| edllriition, firnl 
from her iio4lier, find lh«*n fn*m Uartuo'HH HrdiiiR, 
wim reiiiniiool with inT till Iot d«*jilh. At «ii early 
«Re ilie iiilelleetuid piirtH itiid a proiii»tniee»l 
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Hurnunultui hiTHclf with n minihcT <>1’ intulliKt'nt 
IHHjpli* wluj,Hi‘ ('oiiipaity ph'iiHci! har. Her mio i(U*a 
vvuH ti» (*.<mtiuu(» t«j In* full mi.HtiH'HH of ht*r actituiH 
nuti of hi’r hoarl, luul nhe wa.s nevor (iiH|)OH(u] to 
eatfrtniu I’Viui for a iiifuueiit the idea (d’ iimrryiuK 
again. Hlu* nlwayn reiuiuned, }itiw<a*er, a faithfid 
fric'iitl cif jho Hriuci* President, and opened ln»r 
Hulou vvidi' tt> the itieii of jiolifieal protuiHe wluuii 
1 h‘ denireil to hrirjg there. Put she gently deelineil 
hiH haiitl an, in fnet, .nhe )ind ilour that of the young 
t’ointe d«* ( 'Intmhord. At (»ue nnunont there* wuh 
H ouu* talk t>f H marriage hi-tweeii her anti the Hur^ 
dHtrieniiH, a Huggenlion made Ity Jules Jiunn, tin* 
ri'lehrnled rritir, to M. Hui’/.fjl, whirh led the Prlii 
eesH to May on one oreiiHton: **I might Imvo nmr« 
ritai the threa* pretemleraP* Hut «Iio pniFerretl her 
artistio home in the Hue de Perri to the iincertain 
glory of a Ptameh throne; and, hy deriding, Hhe 
nhowed HUperior iiiti’lligeiiee, and true philctHophical 
w indtuii. 

The l*r»nes’HM heriielf used to relate thia atory of 
the Ihic* d*t trli'finH iilTair. I have heard it alrto frtan 
JuleK Jaidn. It appearM that he really went to nee 
M. (lui*/.ot iu p-'oT, when then* wiw talk of marrying 
the ehii’Ht Hon of Houin Pliilippi*, anti eulh'il the min- 
iHtt‘r‘« iitlenlitm t«» the fnet lhal PrineejiA Malhihh* 
Wfw very handsome, that her family canmeedions 
Were irreproaeliahle, and that the name tif Ifona- 
parte wim wttrth that of many othera. The King, 
whom Clui'/ad aaw in tin* matter, linlt'iied to idl theae 
argmm»ntH ami then said ipiietly; ‘MUtl »he haa mi 
dowry!’’ In vain M. tlui'/mt iLHHured him tliiit Urn 
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in 1870, when Jules Janin, who hiul just heeii ..loeted 
to the Academy, spoke of tlio inutlor iiKuin with 
M. Guizot, who had now heoome his oolhoiitui', Imth 
agreed, I am told, that their iduii for tmiliiig "the 
two families of pretenders,” as (luiz.ot said, would 
have boon admirable if it oouht have been earrieii 
through. 

Princess Mathilde, tlu^rcfons itnnrrttHl m»ni^ »f 
the princes of Prance, but contentiul hiTHelf, im hnn 
just been said, with an enonnously rirh HuH.Miiyt, 
with whom she lived for Home lime in Italy. W ben 
King Jerome’s brancli of the Ibrnaparte ramily wiw 
allowed to return to Prance, on tlu^ advent nf tin' 
Orleans Monarchy, the PrineesH cann* ueeitMtunally 
to Paris, but she always deeliiKHl to shtiw hermdf 
at the Tuileries, though she knew tin* yeung Prinees 
of Orleans and always felt kindly towards tliem, 
When, after the full of that regime, tlte derree of 
1852 was promulgated, by whieli the Htato eon 
fiscated apart of the property whieh Louis Philippe 
had settled on his children, PrineesH Mnfhilde, grn 
erously forgetting that her (jwn family had sulTereii 
similar treatment in 1815 at tile Immls of the ehler 
branch of the Bourbons, took sides with the nioder* 
ate parties who considered that it wan tmjuiit and 
unnecessary to reopen this (]neHt}on, amt pnhlirly 
snpported the l^rinces of Orleans in their efTorts tt» 
keep their posBossionH. 

Princess Mathildo did not see the Orleans Priiiees 
again until the fall of the Pmpire, and she renewed 
her acquaintance with the Duo tPAtimale only after 
the death of Prince Napoleon, in JHPl, at wddeh time 
there was quite an excliango of courtesieii and ninrks 
of friendlmess between those two tii«titigiiifihm,| 
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monihcTH of b'rc‘iirh royalty. Hhr luuched at Chan- 
tilly with tho I'riiUH*, whti in hin turn viHitcd the 
miuiHutn in th«» Uur dt* Borri^ and wan {jreHtuii there 
at a tiiuner K>von in hiH htmor, wluuv he iiad numer- 
oviH men of hdtcu’H and artiatH, a ehiHH of aoeiety 
whieh lnhh the !h’inei*HH and tin* Bur wer<‘ alw’ayH 
fond of jjatronj‘/,inK and with whom they deli^htetl 
in aHHoeiidiin?. 

Kxih\ tm tin* overthrow of |iarli{‘H, often hriiiK 
nlnail Hueh reeiuieiliatiiais hetweeii iierstnin \v!io hnvi* 
loUK heeii Heparnted hy iiolitieal tliiT»*rt*neeH. Ci*t 
mt» j?ive an examtile of thin whieh alwayn awakt*uH 
in nn* imwt pleaMaiit reetdleef ioiin. Thun, nhortly he- 
hire the death <d’ the Dtje d*Atminh‘, tin* KmpreHH 
Hiitceine waa traveling in Sieily, acTcanpanit’d hy the 
!*nnee aiul Brineeani* d'KaHlhtg, wht*n they hiip- 
|n*ned tt» paHH near tin* l^ne d’Aumnle*H Italian ea- 
tate*, J'^tna'o. When the l>ne heard that the Hinprena 
waM in tile neiglihorliood. In* ero.HHi'il to her yacht 
in cH’cli'r to pay Ioh renpeetn. 'The nn*etiitg wa.H very 
eordinl. d'he iHie irAnmale wan aei’»nnpanied on 
thin fjeeaHioii hy the Due <1 ‘t JrleniiH. !n tin* after- 
m»on tln*y had a long and delightful drive in thin 
heautiftd part of Italy, and I lio not exaggerate 
when I alate that tin* eonv«*rHation ehnrinetl the 
lampreHH aa mueh tw the neenery. 

BrinecMH Mathiltle wan very glad to meet again 
the Bne dhXninah*. “It awakened tin* happy ine- 
morieH Ilf rnir ytmth,'‘ ahe aaid one t}a>% referring 
to Ihia t»ld aepuainlaiiei* rt'iiewed. She often Kpoke 
nhont it to lloiinat, the painter, who Inni lirought 
idiout the firnt meeting, whieh wan followed hy nmiiy 
iitherH. In a eodieil to her will, added in at 

a time when ahe wan vexi*il with Briuen Victor aj 
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consequently overlooked tuu' ef her luqdo'WH in fa- 
vor of tlie other, nlie had, oddly enouKh, lu'eu enre- 
ful to remombor tlic Due il’Auiuale, ieavinic lum a 
portrait, by Nattier, of a jirluee «»f tlu' hunm' uf 
Condc. When th(( Due (PAumnh' ahe nuidiih*d 
the codicil and bequeathed (he piiintiiiK («’ Do* Due 
de Chartres. 

What thought.s Huh Kiniph' net nwnli»-H. And tin* 
Empress made (Iuh iiuti* on tiu» aubjeet, wltieh { ii* 
copy and put here, where it seenis ti> he quite in it*, 
place: “Two dynastieH (lint luut' Hprnt yrarn 
in quarrels, and whoHe partisnii.H hnvf hr«*ii th-n 
perate enemies, by mieli an netion ns tide sfvm (u 
forget the past. Chanee hriugH alunit a iiii*rtin^ 
between these two strong eharaeterK, nueh t>pieni 
roproHentativ<'H of tin* two regiineH: HoiiupartiHiH 
and Orlcanists exehnnge greet ingn of peiiee, m their 
person, while the pamphlet, * Letter the Hint.ii y 
of Prance,’ which created a eoiihi*lerjihle Hefihjttjnii 
in 1861 and which was a severi' arntignment of the 
Empire, was forgotten, an wan also the thief whieh 
nearly took place between Prinet‘ Xaptileon luui the 
Due d’Aumale. It is tnie, Imwever, that the foi luer 
was dead when the reconeilialitm hetween the Prm 
cess and the Due took jilncn*. At hrst, partiMiiiiM on 
neither side could underntand such an altered utate 
of things, and continued to bicker about it. But 
the Republic ia in power, and the vantpiinlit^d par 
ties, at first widely divided, now gradually tlraw 
nearer to one another, all ready, however, if one i»f 
them should appear to bo riaing to the wurfare, to 
become once more eworn eiiemioMl tiui, in tfie 
meantime, there is no reason why these eo«Hrrviitive 
elements should not amalgamate, Mtiwv there i» no 



politieal advautuKt* ^nlia'd hi hucIi a anion, oapn- 
(‘ially an this catt'Kary oT Fnaiaii cittznnH ronuiin 
nioro ilian ma-r ouImIiIo of all political muvcnuaitH. 
I’his wan the view of tlu‘ political Hituation in Franca 
.sinci* 1H70 taken by both I’rintu'HH Mathihle and the 
Hue (rAuniale and which hroiiKht them iogidher at 
the clone of their livisn/’ 

Primu'HH Mathihle early came under llu' inflmmce 
id* a man td’ remarknlde tante, Comli* ih' XieuwiT- 
kt‘rk<% thi* sculptor, whti eucouraiiCCil Iut artistic ten 
deucies and iidrodue»'<l artists tii ht*r huIou. Ah a 
idiild, she diM'W with much tastt‘, ami, later in life, 
spent Hi'ViTal lanu's in Inu' stmlio almosl daily, even 
to tin* ViU'y lunl. She had very tahaded professtirH, 
amtuiK whom may he meiitiimed, hesidcH Fomte de 
Xiinnvcrkerki', tin* (liratuls, Ihnicid, Hebert, and 
I'laudiuH Po{udin. Her drnwini^ roomn in Paris 
wiTc tllhul with moth'ru wtuks altiU’uatinitc with line 
eanvast'H id' tin* tdil mnsti*rs. Sim even ludiliely ex- 
hildli'il Niuim id' Inu' tiwn work. Wlnm, umhu' tlie 
Seciuul Kmpiri*, M. ile Xietiwerki-rkt* was made Su» 
perintiMnlent of Fine Arts, he heeanu* supnane in 
the PrimM’s.s’s ilrawiim nitnn ho hmg an the Km- 
pin* laHtiul. He prijvml an a<lmtrahle Mentor in 
many renpinds, and tin* Viiirne whieh Pnin*i*«H Mn- 
thihh**H Hulon enji»yeil hutjf afti-r his di*ath ami U|i 
til tin* Vi*ry itnaui'id of her own, was in im smaU 
measure *lin‘ t<» tin* presenci* and ^nod eoiuiHi*! of 
lIuM exeidhutl man. 

At timt*M, unfi»rt unati'ly, PrineeHs Mathihle id- 
hnvi*il heivedf to Ite intlui’uei'tl hv tin* tmenpant of the 
PaliUH Hoyal ln*r hrotln-r, l*rine<* Xapidt*on nnd 
occtwloniilly t»derati*d a Hiuncwhnt cn*UKorioUH alyle 
tif tnmverwition in her dniwing-r<mm whidi waa 
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commented on at the TuilorioH iiml much hlnmcd. 
While outwardly amiable townnlH tin* Kiiipn-HH 
Eugenio, slio now and then iilitnvtnl tu 

bo said against her and airninsf tlmse wh,. .Hur- 
roundedhor. She* also took an nelivc part hi all anti- 
church questions, for hIu* was inehiird tu tree think- 
ing. The truth is tlie mniision in tin- Kin* ih» t'tnir 
celles, where met twice a week w many nn-n «»f talent 
and wit, as also so many critics t»r tin* Empire, be- 
came at times “a temple of epigrainH,** an the Km- 
peror well described it. The intimate frii’inin uf 
the Princess mamentarlly imitated the tune which 
prevailed at the IhilaiH Hoyal. 11m«gh, I ha h ten 
to add, these outburnts wen* only eaHimh the Em 
peror was much pained liy them. He tiid m«t shew 
his feelings, however, and protendial to iifliteh enly 
a secondary importance to tin* matter. Kiit lln»He 
who were received botli at llie Tuth^ries and the Him 
do Courcelles might wtdl he nurprised at the free^ 
dom of language lumrtl in the latter abode, a free 
dom, indeed, which not iui’reqiienliy t»\reedrd the 
limits of good breeding. This iwHerlimi eaii m» 
longer bo quostionod, since writers of talimt him* 
noted in their journals, now in print, the Hpintetl 
conversations heard in the drawing i»f the 

Princess, The Empress declared thin tt» be the eiiHe 
at the time, but her nHsertimiH wert* liften deiiieit 
But they can bo dmiied no longer. It almtild be b*»riie 
in mind, however, that it was the gtientH and m»t the 
hostess, as a rule, who were gniilv of thin intern 
perance of language. 

One of the chroniolers of ITincM*Hii Miithtlde*# 
salon, Comte Horaoo do Viol C’astol, was rnimnl fur 
his spitofulness. Ho spoki' against every one, wn# 
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vc*xtHl with t?vt*ry ont*, luul would rolato In an aorimo 
lUouH tom* what waa naid or what wan tlunight, and 
wiiat miKht havo hoi'ii naid or what havo boon 

tiiou^ht. It wt)uhl be UK{'h‘HH tt> contradict hero 
that tiKHuc of Hpitc and, tjftcn, of lien woven by 
thin vcnomouH p(*n. M. V'icl (’uHtcl, who wan at 
tlrnt protccit'd by *M. do Nienwerkorko but later 
drot)iH‘d hy him, wan particularly bittcT in the way 
hc‘ Kpoko of luH f(jrmcr patronn ami Ircait'd botli 
the PrincesH and M. do Xiouworkorko with ^roat 
iiHporily of hini^na,ict'. Ho oxa^Kcratod i^roatly, it 
would Hoom, tin* roprtdiousihlo nhlo td’ the ciuivorHa- 
tioUH ladd in Priiici'SH Malinld('’a drawing- rooiuH 
wlnm the Emperor and hin connort wore under dlH- 
cuHHhai. Many of tlioHo who apoko ho caroloHHly did 
m»t imagint* that their indiHcreot remarkH and 
calunmioH wen* ht»iti^ g'aihered ItJgelimr word by 
word anti preHorveti for poalority hy tin* Hpili*ful 
pen of Vi(*l PaHtel, Hin untrutlm have alromiy beiui 
pointed out hy tdluTH, ami Jitat how much, <ir rather, 
juHt how little, tiepeudeiiee ran he plac'ed on hin wtirk 
han been clearly alaleti in tin* diary of the Hon- 
eourtH. 

All thin ditl n<»t, ln»wevc‘r, prevent artiKtH and lit- 

<*rnry men friun faticytUK themnelveH, whoa at Prin» 

eoHrt MiilliiIde‘H roct'ptioim, at the “Mininlry of fa- 

vora** ami from panHini^' all llieir requenlH and de- 

manda through the couHiii of the Emper«»r. In fiiC5t» 

»he tihtiiined many favorn for tiu’m, for she bad 

retained a certain amount of iitiluemn* tiver Napo- 
li.... .... 1 .... ..1. .1* 1 ... I .....Oil.... 
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Prince Imperial. Slia wir^ sineiarlv l‘tuni nl chil 
dren in gemu'al, and was lull ul alien 

tions to the youHjLC heir la the thrMia-. Sp.- aave a 
children ’h parly in his hanar in th>- iniihlh- ttf the 
reig’ii, wliere lau’lcnty’s "Si-htHi] »■!■*' uit'i 
played on a tiny slaye hy M. <lu S<»iaiiirr ard’.s 
daughters, Joseph ih’intoli, Jules Iv pinassr, -uhI the 
otln'r youii|.^' I'riciids ol' (lie I’liiire liiip. iial. There 
was a (lutiliion led hy .Mile. Marie Aidtaiueei. Maaer 
e,i?gs were hidden iu (he icanieu and losaird for liy 
the yoiin^ peoph', and oljier .simijar aians, atritis 
were provided for Hu* youfliful i.ru*-.4s, uh.t .all de 
dared that nowhere else h.<n} they ever ij.ai 
a time. Tliis all pleased the pnreul-, te*., uad Juita 
rally reu(ler('d tiu* Ih'iiieesH very popular 'The I an 
peror and I'luipri*ss lin«l etmte \siUu'^h fle-ii 
pleasurOj and the Priuei* Iiuperiid etoilil se.treeh 
tear himselJ' away from the .spot tvherr* he was pass 
ing sudi a phuisaiit afli'nuujn. In vairr his preeep?.,r 
called him. “I ennnol (hid my rap/’ exehinae.i the 
boy in his exe.itenu‘nt. The Emperei hat! hititfen it 
so that his son might remiiin n little hmv«T! 

Piino('HH Mathilch* fdten \asited at tiie I’uderies, 
Saint Olond, Eontaiiiehleau niul rompie^pje She 
was present at all the eiTenutideH dem«nd*ni h\ eh 
quette, and av(Ju!ed luuu* of tiie dufie^ inenmheid 
upon her as tlie cousin of tlu* Kmper«»r. Vet nUv 
enjoyed being nowhere* sti mueli im lU her limiie, 
where evorj^ evening, when md ohhged to p.. fo 
Conit, she ln*ld a reception, uiiles** fheie lfa|ip«oied 
to bo a tirsi night at tlu* TluVdre F,imeid«, whieh 
was one of her favorite pnHfimeH. Tldn Ul the Idm 
peror to say: “If .Mathilde were md a PruieenH. 
she would surely he n tlientc’r mutineer, amt if mIh* 
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fllU'd tliia part an wall na hIk* do^a tho othrr, hor 
hdUHt^ wt)idd HurpuHH the (’oimulii* FranyaiHe^*” 
llt»r vt‘ry cclrctic* drawing-room was most lutc^r- 
oHtinK. DiplomatH, lilorary nu'u, artintH of all kinda, 
pcjlitieinaB of nil Hlmdos worn wt«kjomod thorc. 
Aimmg the* !nt'n of h'tU'ra, aim had ci'rtain favt>rii(‘H. 
Firai waa Flaulicrt, who was later ri'plaee«l hy Mau- 
paKBHnt. ''riieii came d'lune, wlH>m she wished to 
marry in 185(1 lo a person of her ehoie«', and whfiin 
she {Mmtinia'd lo sri' lon,i>: afler ihi* fall of Ilje Setv 
ond Fmpir(% nnlil he tlrow sm>h a harsh portrait 
of Nnpoh*on I, when, mneh to the nmasenunit of 
tho Paris literary and p«)litieal world, she wittily 
cut ofT ndntioUH with him i>y haviajL^: hm* footman 
leave her visitin.i^ eard at his door with a p. o. e. in 
tin* corner. Fraiuyiis ( ’oppei* was much at iter house 
in the very first days of hln fame, ns was also Salute* 
Ih'uvc, a faithful corre.spondiml, fr«im whom she 
Metwruled only in 18(i‘i, alsj) fto* political ri'HsouH. 
Merimfe, 'Tlioophile (lautier, Anahlei* Piehot, 
Yrairle, ,\uK:ier, Snudeau, and Ftnddhd wert» amoiiK 
the heat known French authors who wen* frcijiient 
visitorH in tin* Hm* cle (‘imriM'ile.s. Many of them 
came later to the Rue do Herrt. That mauitric 
Frantan Ameriean .sehnlar, Ih'iiry llarrisse, uHi'd to 
recount there evory fresh step in his remarkiihle 
C’olumhtan hdutrs. The (hnieourts installed tln'in- 
selves in her tlrawiiiK room ns oracles, ohservin^ 
all that took plaei\ judijijm% directinK» and iiidus- 
triounly colhaiin^ the most minute frag’inents ot 
the wit which wan «{» freely thing about. Moat ot 
thew* friends were nlstt jufuests at Saint CIratien, 
the pretty property ni*ar the l.ake of Fnghien, once 
belonging to Marsha! Fatinal, which Princess Bla- 
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thildG bought from the Maniuln do CuHliuo. Tiu-ro 
also at various timos, could ho mnni i\w lltuuipfirto 
Princesses 'with their huHlmudH uud rhihh«‘ti, for 
Princess Mathilde aUvaYH diii nil in lior pinyor to 
aid in keeping union «nd fn**nd?*lu}» alivo in the 
historic family from which hIu* 5prniig. 

Princess Mathilth* liernidf wuh n«»t vriy li»iiid of 
music, hut she took cart* to proniro g««nl fiiuHieid 
treats for her guesta. All tin* grmt tHiiiipoinTH. per- 
formers, and vocal Hlarn of the dis.v wni* hrnrd in 
her drawing-room. Among tin' piiitiii dtut- 

nas 'who added to llielr fiiine in IliiH idrelr 1 rrenll 
Alboni, who, on nccouut of Iht won .HiiniiiiniHi 
by one of PrinccHg Mathilde 'h witn, "lui sdrphnnt 
who has swallowed n uighti»gnlo“i Mndiut t arvallio 
and Christine NilsHou. The wife of c|on»«nil Unliulh’ 
and Mmo. Coimeau also anug from liim* !»» liirn* in 
the Eue do Borri. 

Princess Mathilde encournged with groat oiilhti 
siasm all literary efTorts. Many wrllorH who fro 
quented her houHo rend th«dr iiiiiitiim’ript« to h«*r, 
with benefit to them anti llirir works. Sho 
history, politics, everything flml had any eoiiiiroiion 
with art and literature, ami nn Inul dovrloptni a 
learned mind and a cultivated tiinlo thitt w»-ro rtwog^ 
nized by everybody. The Kniperor Inoi woll «iiid; 
“She was, as rcgsirds the diven^ily i»f Inn* in’qtiire- 
ments, and the generouH and proli’otiou 

she granted to writers, a true MargnoriU' *»f Xa 
varre.’’ 

Princess Mathilde lelclom %frotft hor ifii|iri’»i«ioiw 
of men and things except to Hninti*- lli^iivr, 

letters to her have been puhliiliotl Ind wIiomo Irtiori^ 
from her still remain uneditetd. 1 have «e*ni mmui 
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of thofio, however* After the g^roat auccoss scored 
by the Lion Amitureux in IHOB, she sent Sairite- 
Beuve the foIh»wiiig peculiar letter, indicative of 
patriutio and liberal HentlinentH, which may he ^Ivon 
as a fair Hpeeimeu of a certain aide of her epistolary 
talent: 

“ IhniHard’H piece has delighted me; in the first 
place, bi’canse the characters speak Frwich and 
awaken French patriot ism and, in (he second plac(*^ 
becauHt* it is admirably well played. Tln^ piece 
has revived all niy ultl rt^publican feelingH, I felt 
likt* Htarting oiT with tin* Uepnblicans to extt'nainate 
the UuynlistH, those unworthy Frenehnani! When thi» 
father of tile y«umg woman who is eonvertc*d by the 
youthfulni’SH of a Iii*publieaii general and marries 
him in spite of all and every one™-when this father 
to whom llacJic baa just given bis freedom —when 
this old liberated emigrant says: ‘(hums my daugh- 
ter, let us go over to the FngliHh’ at this imint, I 
wanted to hiss! I was tpiitt* Katisfietl with myself, to 
find that I am still capable of strong and patriotic 
feelings. I am not noble enough to number arm»ng 
my relafiouM any w'lm have fallen bemuith the guillo- 
tim*; my mdulity is born of the Hevolutitm, I like 
it, I understninl it, without excusing it« crimcH. I 
am indulgent Itovards its errors and I would like t«) 
see every Frenclmiau renli'^e il« grandeur and de« 
fend its good name,’” 

thunmeiding (ui this letter, the Kmperor onee 
aaiti; “Mathihle paintH her own character faith- 
fully in that page. Hlie has alw'ays posaessed liberal 
and patriotic seuitiments, ainl seemed ver>^ little at- 
tracted towartls the reyalists, Hhe oven exagge- 
rates MometiineH her liberal ideas.’* 
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On tiio rcUju;i»UH whii'h, ihiriu^ tlii- Stnv 

oud Empire, divitled particH luul fvni IraiiiuaM tif 
partioB to Buch a PriiuH's?, MaUiihff 

was openly anti-elerinil. Suuu'tiiar.H hIh* whn 
lent in her jmlKiueiits niul ot'trii i’\ ru tinjuMt, lUith 
the Empi'i’or and (In* l'anjn’t‘>h iVl! thaf i!ii« ituvicrn 
nient labored laub'i* huflieiful itillitailt ir.s m i|uh !u»« 
man queHlion vvitlnnit liavina: db'-'.Hfu.^mii ri«*|f tip in 
their immediate eirele, ami abnvr all lu ItiH vary 
family. At PrineosH MnthildeV rii’rpttuiiH, an nl 
those of Prince Napoleon, ttiie ofii'ii h«*iirii r»'dn{v 
tione on thiH Bnbjeet thal really by tlieir 

exGGsaivo fremloin. HoirndhinK of Itiia kmd 

frequently hnppimed also at Iname «»!' Prinep^H 
Julie Monaparle, who wna niarriiHi ti* the .\tiin}utH 
of Koeca^iovint*, and w1h> H<Mim*d to prefer to j^ather 
about her fhone btdoUKdnic to the CJppt>Mtfi«in. On 
this point the Emperor onee niddi “PrinerH often 
have those strange faneioH and do not n-ali/.e what 
the ooiisecpiericeH of their tante for erd jeiMiii imd ih^i 
sension may bo, but allow their friemU to «io Krent 
harm to thu common eauBo fiy tiiin ijiiwiKe freedotn 
of speech. Nothing Wi'akmied iny po?iilioii luor** 
than the unbridled tonguen of Hoiini> of my imliHrreet 
relatives. ’ ’ 

But it was not only Ponaanl wlioiii PrinrenH Ma 
thilde applauded at the theater. Kho I4lai»ii t»y 
the Qoncourts, whone U J/nrv gave rtHe 
to many stormy eveningK at the Frnnqata in the u in- 
ter of 1865. Heuliiim at the theate r wan roii»it|ered 
most^ extraordinary in thoHo d«y» iinil the piny fell 
flat, in spite of the eflorlH of the PrinwsM mni her 
friends. Some twenty yearn it wa« revived 
at the Od^on, Princeaa Mathilde wiin fielighleiL 
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The play hfui, however, only a half BncoGBfl. Times 
Imd chaJiged; il waa eonHidt'i-ed rather weak. Many 
piigtm iiught h«* written lunieerning the hiatrionie 
activity of ITiueeHH Mathihle. “She ought to have 
been a playwright/* her Imperial eoimiu once re-- 
marked, “only then nho could not have given mich 
etTective mipptoi 1<» the playn of oiherH, wlu're wan 
her real Htreiigth. When hIu' saw that a piece wan 
gcaal, she winhed to make otln‘rH hih* It; and ahe 
often Hucceeded in this dirtletilt taak.” 

Artiatn felt ev(*n more at home in Prijua'HH Ma- 
thihle’a liouae llnm did literary men HIn* wan tlieir 
ecunpanion, not jeahniH t»f tlndr talent » wlni felt 
kindly tow^ardn tlunn. Wliemwer there wma an oc- 
{'imitm ft»r it, hIu' would he generous to them in 
pemmiiiry ways. Home of these painters had a fash- 
ion of almost settling down in her house, bringing 
with them their familiar and sometimes reprehensi- 
ble manners. They cHTasicmally even indulged in 
jokes of {lonhtfnl lastt*. For iustaiiee, one Sunday 
under the Fmpire, tla-y hit on what tliey eonsidered 
an excellent farce. ( hie of them dn^ssed himself 
up «o as to look exactly like UemidolT and then en- 
tered the dining-room, where a tlinner was being 
given with Fomte tie Nieuwerkerke ns tim printilpiil 
guest. Thereuptm, tin* othi*r guests tUnl in a gem 
end panic, leaving the iVincess alone wdth her pre- 
t»'nded luwhand. But an explariatioii from tin* 
painter soon Imaight hack the fugitives. The l*rin- 
ee«ii thought the lM»st thing she could do umler the 
eiraumstiiiices was to laugh at the joke, l»ut the 
atory got ahrofitl iiinl caused much surprise. It 
wan felt, in aorne i|uiirt«*rs, that on such cwaaiouK 
the Princess did not slmw* HuHicient severity. She 
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was partly disarmed by the fact that she herself 
sometimes indulged in little outbursts of -wit which 
were often amusing, perhaps now and then rather 
trivial, occasionally pretty keen, and frequently a 
trifle spiteful. 

For instance, Vicomte de la Oueronniere, the au- 
thor and diplomat, who had a rather weak character, 
was one day thus addressed by the Princess : ' ‘ You 
are so anxious to hurt no one’s feelings, that you are 
really all things to all men. ’ ’ 

If any one was ostensibly lacking in deference 
towards her, Princess Mathilde sometimes g’ot quite 
angry. One day, for example, Edmond About was 
guilty of some ill-placed puns before dinner, where- 
upon Princess Mathilde, without making any fuss 
about it, merely ordered his knife .and fork to be 
withdrawn from the table. Edmond About under- 
stood the lesson and accepted the punishment. He 
obtained forgiveness this time, but when later he 
showed himself in the field of politics to be the vio- 
lent enemy of that which he had formerly praised, 
Princess Mathilde intimated that he need not re- 
turn. This was also the fate of the celebrated archi- 
tect Viollet le Due, the restorer, among other things, 
of Pierrefonds, whom the Emperor and the Gov- 
ernment had loaded with favors and who proved 
himself ungrateful and unfair. She did not forgive 
Taine, as has been seen, for his severe criticism of 
Napoleon I; nor Sainte-Beuve for having consented 
to join the staff of the Temps, a paper which was 
very hostile to the Empire. She called on him at 
his modest home in the Rue Montparnasse and re- 
proached him violently for this act. They never met 
again. Although Sainte-Beuve wrote to her, she 
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•would not reply. But, in tlie following year, when 
Sainte-Beuve was dying, she relented. This was 
in 1869, when she, during the absence of the 
Empress in Egypt for the inauguration of the Suez 
Canal, was helping Napoleon receive a number of 
guests at the palace of Compiegne, and could not 
leave the spot. So all she could do was to generously 
send a little word of forgiveness to the languishing 
critic by Professor Zeller. This action was very 
characteristic of Princess Mathilde. Though she 
was always a good hater, there was a generosity 
about her that would not permit her anger to fol- 
low its object to the grave. 

After the downfall of the Empire, Princess Ma- 
thilde went into a more modest hotel in the Rue de 
Berri; but her social position was in no way dimin- 
ished. Her salon continued to be the meeting place 
of all the illustrious men of every branch of art 
and letters. All praised her good sense in taking 
no part in politics during the Third Republic, and 
remaining merely a protector of the literary and 
art world. Princes and ambassadors, academicians 
and politicians of all parties had the pleasant habit 
of coming together regularly in her drawing-room, 
where she was always found in happy mood, wear- 
ing the legendary pearl necklace, and seated under 
a large palm, by a marble bust of Napoleon. 

When her brother, Prince Napoleon, who, as we 
have seen, was like his sister in many respects, died 
in Rome in 1891, Princess Mathilde hastened to his 
deathbed, watched by him, and was kindness itself 
to her sister-in-law. Princess Clotilde. She then 
met Prince Victor, whom she had not seen since 
his quarrel with his father. When Prince Napoleon 
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passed away, it was supposed that all tht» family di- 
visions had died with him. One wan led Ut think, 
on seeing Princess Mathllde leaning on her nephew's 
arm, that the quarrels of former days would ht' for- 
gotten. How happened it then that she did not tear 
lip her old will? She did not think (jf it, ht*r friendH 
say. But It was a painful Hurprise fi>r all when, 
after her death, in 11)04, it was found that kIu’ had 
bequeathed all her fortune, with the exception of 
some artistic trifles left to' variou.H trimids, anniiig 
whom, was Prince Victor, to her other nephi’w, 
Prince Louis, the hrother of Priure Motor, wln» «tdd 
everything as ho was advised to <lo, ami thus fouml 
himself, I have beou informed, posHessed of live or 
six millions of francs. 

The death of Prince Napoleon at least Iminight 
about a coinple.to recunciliatlon between the Em- 
press Eugenie and the PrincesH Matliilde. Tlie for- 
mer never could entirely forget Primu* Napoleon *« 
conduct towards her, and this eoldncHH with the 
brother naturally somewhat ehilled relntiorw with 
the sister. He had almost always been Km^hde’s 
open adversary, and, while the I’rinee Iinperiiil w'lw 
alive, had often dune his utmost to distnrli the pol- 
icy of the party. After the death of the Princs^ 
Imperial, in 1879, lie assumed the role of a Prince 
of the Left, holding very atlvaueetl opinioim, nml 
caused thereby such regrettable divisioiw iniiong the 
imperialists that two ver>' distinct faetioiui wim* 
formed, one following the fnther’M lend and the 
other that of the son. Without ostennihly taking 
either side, the Emprtws uatu rally favortal that of 
Prince Victor, always showing for him tliw doopeit 
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inli‘rt‘Bt and affaotioii, Althoui^h hIio rogrottod the 
inainior iti which the Reparation hotwoen tlio two 
Frincos had occurred, her Hyrnpnthy was naturally 
imich greater for the Hon than for the fatlu'r. As 
has hoen more than onei‘ Htated in th(»He inernoirs, 
Fugtuiie was never abk‘ to gt‘t on with tlu' lalier, 
notwitlintanding paHslng inonumtH of better under- 
Htanding. For iuHtanet*, when Hhe viHited blm at the 
(‘oneiergerit* in ISHU, when 1 h‘ wan arn'Hted on the 
oecaHloa of hin unaulhori/.(‘d return t(J France*, Hhe 
(amid not wiudly r<n‘get Iuh tpu'Hlionalile attitiub* at 
the time of the I’rinei* Iinpi‘rial’H fnin'ral and other 
nets, whlc‘h revealed hln unfriendly feelingH for the 
Kmperor and the fallen reghut*. Hut the Finpreas 
forgavt* much on accamnt of her growing lovi» for 
hiH Hlater, whom she often nu‘t in FariH wlu'n pass- 
!ng through the city, during the eloHing years of her 
I li e. Tin'll they would liave hmg eonversationH, and 
i'Xchange many atTeet innate greetingH, 'fhe Fm- 
pri'HH dined Heveral tiine.s at the mansion in the Hue 
de Berri, at this period, and the two ladies heeame 
((uiti* intimate. The Hi|uahhleH, political diver- 
geucieH ami religinUH disHenHiouH, which so often 
marred Friticess Mathilde’s rehitions with tiie See- 
ond Fnnpire, had then all disnjipeured from tlie 
memory of htnli. Mueh more gentle in her deelining 
years, Frineens Mathilde was enreful to avoid Huh- 
jects wliieii might displease the Fnipress, wlio cm 
llie other side, was ahvny.s desirous of showing 
marked amiaiiility towards her e^msin. During tlie 
last months of her eartlily life, Eugenie frecpumtly 
went to wee her at Sai 
fliiVB hw loir lM»dsiih* with F 
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when death finally came, the Empress was very 
deeply affected, for many dear things of the past, 
many good and suggestive memories, were huried. in 
the tomb of Napoleon’s noble niece. 



CHAPTER IV 


THE BIBTH AND CHRISTENING OE THE PRINCE IMPERIAL 

As long as her health allowed it, the Empress 
continued to show herself in Paris. She was seen, 
for instance, during the first week of March, 1856, 
crossing the Faubourg Saint Antoine on a visit to 
the school for working girls which she had lately 
founded. Later in the same day Eugenie followed 
the boulevards, with the Emperor but without 
escort, to examine the layette, or baby-hnen, at Mile. 
Pelioie ’s in the Rue Vivienne. A few days later, she 
ceased to leave the Tuileries, the Archbishop de- 
manded the prayers of the diocese for her, and the 
moment seemed near at hand when the Empress 
might give birth to the much-desired child. 

The household of the ‘‘Child of France” was al- 
ready formed. Madame Bruat, widow of the well- 
known admiral, had consented, to leave the seclu- 
sion in which she had remained since the death of 
her husband, who had succumbed on his return from 
the Crimea, to accept the position of Gouvernante. 
Madame Bizot and Madame de Brancion, widows 
respectively of a general and a colonel killed in the 
Crimea, were chosen as assistant Gouvernantes. 

On March 13th and 14th the cradle offered by the 
municipality of Paris was on view at the City Hall. 
It was in the form of a ship made of rosewood. On 
the poop, a large draped figure, symbolizing the 
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town, supported the Imperial crown. The long and 
graceful folds of the sky-blue satin curtains were 
covered with AlenQon lace. At the foot were two 
little genii who would protect the sleeping child. 
The prow of the ship was upheld by an eagle with 
spread wings. Small columns, round which twined 
com and olive branches, formed the base of the 
cradle. On the sides were Sevres medallions repre- 
senting Justice, Prudence, Vigilance and Force. 

So great was the crowd which assembled to see 
this work of art, that the authorities announced that 
it would be exposed a day longer. Consequently, 
much disappointment was felt the next morning 
when the Salle du Trone was not opened to the pub- 
lic and it was learned that the cradle had been sud- 
denly carried to the Tuileries, where it was believed 
its presence would soon be necessary. The whole 
day passed in expectation. The state bodies sat in 
permanent session, awaiting the arrival at any mo- 
ment of an envoy from the palace. The artillery- 
men of the Invalides did not leave their guns. Ve- 
netian masts were hastily raised and banners al- 
ready floated from the department buildings. Until 
long after midnight the Parisians still waited to 
hear the first cannon. Slowly the crowd melted 
away from around the Tuileries with the gathering 
darkness, and only a few small groups remained 
around the castle, where the event was anxiously 
expected. 

The Emperor and Comtesse de Monti jo watched 
by the Empress’ side, while in the adjourning apart- 
ments were the Princesse d’Essling, Duchesse de 
Bassano and Madame Bruat. Prince Napoleon, 
Princess Mathilde and the other members of the 
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regime these irreconcilable Freiicliineii who Hfil! n* 
fused to accept the Socoiitl Empire. So, on March 
20th, a full and free anmcHty whh granted in all wlm 
had been expelled from France after the events td’ 
1848 and 1851. The koIc eouditi«m made wan that 
they should loyally accept (he Imperial government. 
Though many exiles took advnntngi* td' thin idler, 
a few refused to forget the pant ami niiw! of thene 
continued unfriendly to the governnmid It) the very 
end. Furtlionnore, in ordtu’ to nlmw her gratitmie 
for the popular goodwill, the Emprean anmmnei'd 
that all children horn on March Pith eonhl have the 
“Empress and Emperor m gtnlmtdlier ami god- 
father, if request were nuuh* to the priquT indhori. 
ties.'’ Many demands of this kind were juath' ami 
granted. 

Again the sonml of one Iniiidred ami one »*a«m»n 
shots startled PuriH. This time it was «m the Ildth 
of March and proclaimed the glail news td' tin* sign- 
ing of the treaty between France ami UiiMHia, In 
this peace all might rejoice, for it wna made on 
terms honorable to both [mrlies. Parin was ilinmi- 
nated and the joy of the capital spread tlirtmghout 
the country, and far beyond tlie frmdiin-N of bVanee, 
for from all over Europe eana’ eongratnliitioiiH tt) 
the sovereigns. This news gave Eugenie great 
pleasure, and this month of March, iH.hd, whh. ft»r 
her, the happiest of the reign. 

In the meantime, the Empress wa>4 recovering 
rapidly, and the child appeartnl healthy nml strong. 
And forthwith ho began to he tin* reeipimt of that 
long series of docarations which erownetl hemE 
stow on those distiuguished hy birflj or ittlainments, 
On April 13th the list was opened hy the iHie d 'AIhe, 
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who brought the Order of the Golden Fleece to 
the young Prince, on whom it had been conferred 
by Queen Isabella; and throughout his short life 
the bestowal of these honors continued. On April 
28 th, the day on which the treaty of peace was offi- 
cially promulgated, the Prince Imperial was in- 
scribed as an “enfant de troupe” on the register 
of the first regiment of the Grenadiers of the Guard. 
Thus early also began his military training, for 
which art he had a veritable passion and in the pur- 
suance of which he finally lost his life. 

The diplomatic body in Paris and the King of 
"Wurtemberg, then staying at the Pavilion de Mar- 
san, came to present their respects to the Empress 
the day after her recovery, and, at their request, 
they were taken to see the infant Prince. Thus was 
inaugurated a custom which was continued through- 
out the Second Empire. All the great personages 
who visited the Tuileries saw the Prince Imperial, 
who, in this way, from his earliest youth became 
acquainted with the leading rulers and public men 
of Europe. This had much to do in making him 
the broadly cultured youth that he unquestionably 
became ; and from the very first day of her restora- 
tion to health, Eugenie made his education, both 
intellectual and moral, the first act of her thought 
and solicitude. “We are resolved to make him a 
worthy man and prince,” the Emperor wrote in re- 
ply to a letter of congratulation. “The Empress 
is especially interested in this good work. When 
she puts her heart and mind in anything, she always 
succeeds. So thus early I feel sure that our young 
Prince, if he is given health and years, will become 
worthy of the great name which he bears, and if he 
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slioxild Wlow nil' on llo' lln'otio will l*o to tin- 

ocaiaom luul know how to comi-lflc llm Kriiinl work 
bognu by liia I'lillior nn.l my nohl.. 'i'"-'-." 

The Princo lni|n*rial was uii Mjtnii It*, 

Palm Suiuluy, tluy of jnycaiH h> iiil»«{iMin. \Mm fimkl 
then I’on'sca* ilu' nilvnry win n- his sh.irt lit'.* sliuuhl 
end! The l>t*uutiiu! m»*lhi-r“M umMun whwh i\w 
hlmpresH hud juni mTtiuiidisItril nvrmvd l*i iimkr 
her very pepulur with th«* A spirit «»t irtnu!' 

will nppenriHi Uv rule everywlime. iN-iu**- willi Huh 
aia wiiH Hig'iied ul tlu* end <d tin* iimnlli, mid nil lh«’ 
political particH in Krann* hial a|»|iitr**ittly hii»i 
Bontimeuls hontih* to tlie Kmpirr. dark 

oiKid the hori'/.on; uuiwnrdly> at hmni, nil tailm. 
The Vati(!Un and the TuilerieH wiilki*d liajs*! ns liitiid, 
Prciich (rotipH prtileetetl the Slati’H itf tli*’ i liurrh, 
and Pins IX vStcual rtaidy te he tin* <*! the 

Imperial child This net ^ave nrriit i*»y In the Km 
proas who alwayn held in hi^h r^slemn nil relP^suitH 
seutimoiita and who wuh e\'er de^-tilml l*» ttir tPd\ 
See. 

On February Hth tlu' Holy Father wr»|p thi?* let 
tor to the Kinperor, whieh ehairly rethais lli«» frirmi 
ly wdicii he tmtertaiiii'tl fur tlii» Impertitl 

family: “I would huie from y»«r the f*’el 

ing that Hod iimpiren me with n very wwpet Impe. 
I bolievG that He wills that new hraiislit^n iliiill de- 
acorid upon you, Sire, in tin* meiviiuro in whioh yots 
fulfill your tip:reem(‘ut to Hupporl iiml urotort the 
Church, iu whoBo bosom you were horn. An for me. 
I have no other aim in my words ami priiyer# tlwtn 
to brin^ about the Rhsry esf (Iml, tlm of 

souls, the propapration of tlie Faith and the liotmr 
ing of Catholic princen. Heetuve, Hire, the a|»iistolie 
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blessing which I send to yonr Majesty, with effusion 
and from the very bottom of my heart, to her 
Majesty the Empress, to the august infant she hears 
on her bosom and to all Prance.” 

Pius IX was celebrating mass on Palm Sunday in 
tbe Basilica of St. Peter when the news of the 
Prince's birth reached Eome. Immediately, on the 
pontiff’s order, one hundred and one guns were fired 
from the Castle of the Holy Angels, announcing 
tbe news to the innumerable crowds gathered in 
E-ome for the festal season. Everybody saw the 
important political bearing of the event, and the 
Vatican naturally perceived that it was another and 
strong tie which hound Prance to the Church. This 
was its politico-religious side, and the religious side 
was not less important than the political. 

Through the intermediary of Comte de Eayneval, 
French ambassador in Eome, the Holy Father 
thanked the Emperor for having had the happy 
thought of mentioning in his official speech the papal 
blessing which had been sent to the young Prince 
at his birth. At the same time Comte de Eayneval 
gave the Empress a piece of news which filled her 
with joy. The Pope had decided that the Grolden 
Rose which he blesses each year during the course 
of the Lenten festivities should be sent her. The 
origin of this custom, which is rarely observed, is 
not exactly known. The rose had been given the 
last time to the Queen of the two Sicilies, when the 
Holy Father returned to his states, after the re- 
publican revolution of 1849 at Eome, in recognition 
of the generous hospitality he had received at Gaeta 
and Portici during his exile. 

No present or distinction from a sovereign could 
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be more plcaniii.c: to a Hiaroro tiuni thm 

Golden Hone. 11 whh thuUKht Hint (li'HnryiHi 

it for her ailnt'hnu'iit to tin* Holy Sn* fiinl fur hor 
“ardent faitii,” as Ilia IlidiiioHa urtfu roinnrkotl. 
OoiiaiderhiK Hie eireunistaneoH in uhirh tlio lltiiy 
Father now .showiul his syiniutlhv, tiiin net Itmt'htnl 
the Knipri'K.M (UH>ply. It Hlrr{ 4 rth«‘io'*l Jut faitlifuh 
ncaa towaril the Holy See, both froiu « reliLrimiH mitl 
apolitical point of view, led h«*r neoi* nlrimi^ly than 
over to nae lu'r inOutniee Hir |^^•lte^* and ronriliatitm 
each time the hori'/.on darkened heiu»*»’!i the \"iitieiiii 
and the Init)(‘riai (loverninent, iniule her mure pn" 
tient over the trials hrouKht ahotil liy the llahitn 
qucHtioii, and eansed her to show hi'raelf more {»|j|.ji. 
ly and mori' irreeoneiluhly hostile to Hie i»|»|»one«ts 
of the |)apal tliroue. Idamfih il ’a* tnie that the Utu 
man policy of the Second Miupire lias uftnt lieeii 
condemned even hy Kootl fiitlKtlies, it iiiyst n«t tie 
forg’otte.n Ihni in the mithlle of the hi^l eeiitnry th»’ 
Kuropoan Hitnatiori was not wlml it in m*w, 1‘he 
Church in Frunee was n power mid iiu« Flmreh in 
Romo wan nuKdity hcilh In reliirioii iiiiil puiifeiiw. 
Broiip^ht np an ardmit Fnilmlie anil Murfuiiinled hy 
atronp: (-atholie intlueiieeH, it wmi only naitiriil tlint 
the FmproHH nhoultl elinij to tin' Vnlieiiri not dimply 
for porHonal reaHons liut in the inlere,^l.!4 uf France 
itaolf. She litdd that polltim are iilway-H firmer when 
allied witli reUt 4 :ion, and fell tlml Hie mom} mi|»|»ort 
of tho Pope was not to hi* tt?nori»d, Tho*ie iriTe her 
views then, ami hucIi they liavi' ever been ?iinee. 
Eugenie wua hlurned for tiiem tlini, itfnl hiw Iwn 
blamed for them Hinee, hut I owe it in pifieority to 
state her position Hiua clearly. It espliiliw mnny 
things that happened during the Htmmii Ihiiptro, 
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WiUl ii t" 11, lui' J»’ur»uuft WHV 1 HJJTOK IJIUB OpPIUy 

fiful frankly. U i.s my aim in thani* to thn)W 

into {*b.*4ruri' rnmara in flic* hintory of tlio«o 
tirnoH, ami I tliink |a>Hlm'ily should kiunv all that 
can ho known corn’orfiini*; tin* rolaticui.H hntwcnm tho 
TuilorioH and tin* \*ati(’nn. 

'Tin* rojoiniiiK nvor tin* birth of tiin Prinen waa 
not cnmlini'tl lu Hit* mniornl ptiblio, d'ln* {HU‘ts, for 
oxainido, alno ilid ilmir part in crh'brntin'X tin? 
uvont. 1’hi* «if “Mnndi SisliM’iilhP’ by t'amillo 
Ibnund and ‘’XapoliMm l\',” by Hidmontot, wort* 
fputo Worthy of !ln« (u'oasinu; but tin* {'hnporor and 
KinproHH inon* pnrtirularly tuiu'hod by Thdo« 

philo <ianthior*s vt^rsos: 

yu'uti iHiniiintr {|ilt»Ir arpumjiBuntt 
J/rnlonl tiii|*<‘*ru»! »|iiu 

tlJsojir t'Mjimntt jiiHUjltiiR 

IU«*n«S fnuaiiu* !«'« «r«*r. 

An jsnUs-u niUiw linintarts 

{‘tu’ri'lu’ iUi r»*l I'niifri* iiujM’rjiil t 
Sj!i« h' tnlli'jj iju‘U ft* jnKrtfUP, 

Kf f'«*r! list tiu'jvmir, 

fitSJSa a»si iMMrraij, ifpYrnn linr<iutf, 

H«»r «l»i wnsvi-nirt 

Witii tliosi* vorsos in min*!, a fritaul wrotn Kiigonin 
in fho wnniiwT of ** Wln» rrmhl foro^on,. in IHfai, 
that tin* olidd Krowm to manhood would, in ordnr to 
‘rorovor tho impt*riiil star,* whose* i^lory had clnpiirt' 
«»d, sail tlio ss‘f!s fo foroinat lands, and that tin* hark 
Would briiii? biu’k an innninnifi* boro!** 

All Kuri»p«’ si'iani'd to share* tin* dt*li|fhl td thn 
Frnrtrli pools <»vrr tin* advoiii of this niah* htdr, A 
hiiinlri»d fliousnnd franrs %vi*ri* diitribiiti'd to char- 
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ities and the Emperor and Emprens vx]iTvmiHl a 
wish to bo godfather and g<Hlnir>tliiT all the legit^ 
imate children born on Marc*h Idth. I iioy nlHt» had 
the principal theaterH of I’ariH Uirt*wu n|Hni at tludr 
expense for an aftt'rnoon perluruiama-. tm Mtjndaj, 
the 17th. 

The people of Paris like out (Ituir paniih*H nml 
ceroinoiiieH of every kind and it was tin* exeelleiit 
policy of the Einperttr never (i» let an ma-aHiitn pnm 
for gratifying thin tante. (hie of the enrli«‘Ht n|i|Kir- 
tunities of this sort was the Impti.Hni uf the hnhy 
Prince Imperial and everything wan dt»ne tu mid 
pomp and eclat to the i‘veut» whieh h here denerihed 
somewhat in didail for this renmnu it ^tves a fair 
idea of a large nuintier of Hiinilar fesiivitiew thiekly 
scattered through tln^ years of ttie Setanid Empire, 

It had been decitled that the Prinee imperial 
should be baptized on dune 14, l^ed, and tlie Pari 
sians impatiently awaited the rlm.sen tlale. Xt.r were 
they alone in their eugerueHH tc> see n graiul fete; 
more than three hundred thoUHnnd pernmis hml 
come for the same purpose froiu the |ir«»vmeefi ami 
from abroad. Tin* Htreetn when* the proeen^^itm was 
to pass were thick with people, wh«m the great day 
arrived. In front of Xotn* Ihutie, mi the va 4 wpiare, 
high masts had been set up, from whieh lleiiied luiii 
ners bearing the Imperial itniiK; the gr«umd wim 
covered with smooth, clean, One Ham!, whih* 
of flowers and light feathery ferrw lr«ni«ft>niied the 
usually somewhat austere square inln n fairylike 
garden. A large covered inuripiise had been i reeted 
in front of tlto cathedral. 

The ceremony. was to take filiiee «l mx m the 
evening, and some time before tliitt liimr, the four 
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thousand guests were assembled in the metropolitan 
church, while the crowd without thickened so rapidly 
that, if the neighbourhood of the church had not 
been carefully guarded, it would have been impos- 
sible to force a passage for those whose business 
called them thither. As the Emperor and Empress, 
looking out from the windows of the Tuileries, saw 
the masses surging by with smiling faces and in 
their best attire, their hearts swelled with pride at 
the sight of this noble Parisian populace, and when 
they remembered that it was all in honour of their 
baby son, tears filled the eyes of both. 

One of the ladies in Eugenie ’s suite thus describes 
the scene in an unpublished letter written at the time 
to a friend living in the provinces : 

“There were people at every window along the 
quays, people on the roofs, on the chimneys even, 
people standing on trestles along the road, on the 
parapets by the Seine, on the arches of the bridges, 
in every possible corner, cramped and crushed, but 
heedless of discomfort; an inquisitive, sympathetic, 
innumerable crowd, buzzing, swaying, like bees in a 
swarm, thirsting for a sight which it knew would 
be magnificent, unique, in fact, on account of the 
splendour of the procession and the great pomp 
which was to be observed. 

“The interior of Notre Dame was lighted up, 
though the day was still young, so that the great 
dark edifice was an imposing medley of lights and 
shadows. All the chief towns of Prance were rep- 
resented by banners which hung down the lofty 
columns of the church, and red velvet draperies 
brightened the scene under the starry sprinkled ceil- 
ing and arches. Not less striking was the assembly 
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gathered wiiliiii those walls, the Kooitlciiieii nil wir- 
ing bright iinifennH and the in inniiii^ 

with lace veils aiiaehiMl In lliidr hair and rnlliiiLr In 
the shouldej'H, Thousands of enndlrH .s|.arkli*ii in flu 
nave and in the niidst el' the hln/.«' ua- a plaft’orm mu 
wliich were H(‘ated, arrayed in full lutnidieid vi*si 
ments, the arehbishnps and hisluips ,ir 

“From the Tuileries ennn*^ Fardmal I *al ri/./.i, 
the l^ope’a Legate, in a edueh drawn Isy I'iidit 
and as the papal represetdnlivf, lie Is tri ^lnd with 
the same ceremonial as wcudd hnvi* fin a ;d{nw it tin* 
Holy Father hiniHelf. The Fanlimd ArrhlnHh MJI tjf 
Paris and the ('hapttT < 1 !’ flu* Fafle'iie.d awiti! his 
arrival at the door of Xnlre Dnine and in- in gn*et«*d 
on his ontranc(‘ by a full ebaral rmah ring of On- im 
posing anllieni : Tii rs Prit us. 

“Meanwhile, the Phiee dv ht F.meurd.* is bring 
rapidly occupied by cavalry, and fnun tin- 'ruib-ri.- - 
to the parvis of Nhdre Ihum*, a ihatbh- Inir uf 
National Guards and the Imperial tluardH f.irm; tmf 
they have some trouble in keeping fhr eruvvti bark 
At five o’clock, a sfulden clnmur arid’H and ih. 
crowd sways excitedly; tlam the mihini *> bnJitl' 
strike up and the proceHsinu leaven thr Favdlnn ih- 
PHorloge on its way to Notre Oanie. via tin* Tuib-r 
ies gardens, the Rue de Rivtili, the 1‘laor de FIb*t. l 
de Villo, the I out d Areuh* and Kite d Areub*, and 
finally it reaches the Idnce Noire Lame. 

The procession W'UH headed by tin* trtiiii|irf rr.n 
and band of the First OarnhinierH *, Geiiriid iMotr 
and his staff; and squmlrouH, hnmI.H iy«f .alu-rri ..f 
several other regimen ts. Then came righi earring... 
drawn by six horses, each amjmpjiidrd bv two 
ladceys. The first six carriages coniainrd a lady of 



lURTIi or TllK PKINCUO IMPKKIAI. 

ttu* Rinpr<*HH’H lumHoiiolil, the lady-in-waitinK to the 
(lowii|^«*r Ctnuid-DuclioHH of Ration, two ehambor- 
laiiiH, tho graiiti-miHtroHK and tho lady in widtiug of 
tin* MinjiroHM, and tin* fhicf ofilci'i’H of tho (trowii. 
Then wt* Haw four inmlUionK procodhig tin* Hoventh 
oarriaKo in which nat PrlnccHH Mathikh*, accom- 
panied l)y PrinccHH Marit* of Baden, DucIichh of 
Hamilton, 'riic Briinu‘HH’H j4:rand cavali(*r wan on 
liorHchack to the ripcht of the c.arriaj^t*, and on the 
left wan a Ctdtan*! tjf the (huirtl d’he t‘ij<hth ear- 
riaKe contained the (Irainl UnchcHH of Baden, King 
Jt*ninn*, Briiice O.Hear of Swi‘ilen and Frinta* 
Xaptdetm. 

“ Boutler and louder grew* tin* cheera until, froni 
a faint niurimir heard in the tliHlnina*, they Hounded 
at lant like the roar of thunder an twt> nplendid Btnte 
coiiclii'H, each drawn by eight horHCH and |)reot*dt*d 
by of the Kniperor’H ptmtilionH, chmetl the pro- 
ccHHitin. Tin* brat of thene coachcH wan tin* identical 
vtducle UHcd by Kaptdi'on on tin* uccaKioii of hiH 
inarriagt* t<» Marie* InouHt*, and through the clear 
gliiHH could be Hcen the wiili»w' of Athniral Bruat, 
CioverncHH of the (’hildren of Kriince, holding in ln‘r 
arnm the Frince imperial half hidden In an ermine* 
lineti cloak. Man*. Blsiot and Mme. de Braneton, 
mnler governcHHi'H, anti the iiurHi* were alHo in thin 
ctmeh. Marnhal Fanrobert, the Kmperor’a Aidi*“de- 
enmp, ami an t*t|uerry rode on tln^ right of tin* car- 
riagt*, wluh* Marnhal Bontpiet, Adjutant-general of 
iht* Fiilace, ami nnotin*r t)iTn’er, were on tin* left. 
Behiml, followed atmie lackeya on foot and t*t|uerneH 
of the Hmpemr »n Inn’nehack. 

“Right Imautiful bay liorHeH, ctiimidered the bm*Ht 
in all the imperial or rttytd HluhlcH t>f Hurtjpe, were 
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harnessed to the Hecoiid ntato eoaeh, in wliiali wito 
seated the Emperor and Empre.^M, I’hf maoh ilsidf, 
enriched with artintie deHi|,mH lunl kd}d«'d uIkm-Ih, 
had just been ro-decorated Rn* tin* nooiisiini. It wan 
the coach which had 'l)een first uhihI r«»r tho earntm 
tion of CluirloH X. 

“The Emperor, who looketl a littlo hut 

was most i^rachniH to the populace, wan \vi'nriiij.r tin* 
uniform of a general with silk nlin'kiinc"* au»l 
knee breeches. The Emi»ri‘HH wan elottoni in whiti* 
and wore a diadem in the renter of which -.parkled 
the regent diamond. She waa wrcnfliod in Hinih-a 
and looked handsome. We were all vory proud of 
her. By the side of tlu' roneh rtuh* Muf Mluil Pnr.n 
guay d’llilliers, Marslinl cle ( 'nHlellam*, thuiornl de 
Lawoostintv, commander of tin* XationnI dumalH, 
General Floury, first ecpierry to tin* EmpiTor. don 
oral Rogiiaud de Saint Jean cl‘Ang«dy, eoiniinindi’r- 
in-chief of the Imperial Guard, anti an lud** th- tnojip 
of the Emperor. All these diHtinguiHitrd Holdin s in 
their gorgeous unifonns math* a splrnditl idglit 
which was fully appreciated hy the pi*ttp!o, 

“Behind the royal coach, af!t*r tin* running 
lackeys, rode the aidt's ilc camp nin! ortiinMn i- »»|li 
oers of the Emperor, a squadron tif tin* < ‘mil i hinlrH j 
then, headed by their c.ohtiielH ami hiimf?^, eiiiiio twn 
squadrons of the CuiniHHiers tjf the dimnl, Iwti 
squadrons of mounted artillery tjf tin* dtnird, and 
two squadrons of the 2nd darnhiniers. 'riun ehoiee 
body of troops and tin* <»xccllent iniiMie uf their 
bands produced a grand effeet. 

‘‘At six o’clock the roar of c’anmm and riiiging t»f 
bells announced the arrival of thn pHtreHMyin at the 
doors of the cathedral, where the sov<*re!gtiH wt’re 
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by Mgfr. Libour, surrounded by bis clergy. But 
just before this, a little contretemps happened. So 
thickly had the sand been sprinkled on the square, 
that the eight horses were unable to draw the heavy 
coach, and the lackeys had to push the wheels in 
order to bring it up to the door of Notre Dame. 

The archbishop offered holy water to the sov- 
ereigns, who kissed the cross and were conducted 
beneath a dais home by canons of the cathedral, to 
their prayer-desks. A master of ceremonies then 
distributed the ^honors’ to the ladies destined to 
bear them. The Comtesse de Montebello carried the 
candle, the Baroness de Malaret the holy oils, the 
Marchioness de la Tour Maubourg the salt, honors 
which belonged to those who surrounded the Prince 
Imperial. Mme. de Sauley carried the towel, the 
Comtesse de la Bedoyere held the basin, and the 
Comtesse de Eayneval the ewer, honors bestowed 
by the godfather and godmother. 

“A platform surrounded by a baluster and open 
on the side facing the nave was placed in the center 
of the cathedral. On that platform, at the entrance 
to the sanctuary, was the altar, which was reached 
by three steps. The throne for the Emperor and 
Empress was opposite the altar, and it also was 
reached by three steps. The font was midway be- 
tween the throne and the altar. The baptismal vase, 
made of chiselled and beaten brass, was supposed to 
be the one brought from the Holy Land by Saint 
Louis. 

“All these arrangements at the church had been 
carefully supervised by the Empress herself and 
were particularly gorgeous and imposing and 
formed a perfect counter-part to the outdoor mih- 
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tary display, which whh tlu* hpin-inl vnw uf tht* 
Emperor. This diviKion of lnh»mr w<dl ilhiMiniti'H 
the harmonious way in wliich <*ur tws» rxndhmt 
sovereigns ‘pull toRcther.’ 

“The Cardinal Legate occupicti a throm^ *»p|Hmitf 
the altar and the. throne ot the l%nip*-r'»r and Imu 
press. In front of tlu' Hancfnnry unv .- jiIh f.ir the 
Cardinal- Archbishop of I’ari.M and the eaieui*. nf the 
cathedral. The clergy ninth* n hpeeiul eilMii i,, he 
out in full force, urrnyetl in their un<Ht H|4eiidiil 
robes, whieh added not a litth* tt» the geiieral eiTeel, 
The other seata were for the Lrince liopeiiid, 
was carried in tin* arum tjf Mute. HniaS, tAr the 
Grand-DuchoKH of Hndeu, repreHt'uting the t^Uieeu 
of Sweden, the godmother, Ltr Lrinee tiHetir* King 
of Sweden, and for tin* princes nml prsnce.H.HrH »<f the 
Emperor 'a family. I name only n few ef tite grand 
personages present. The hat ia too hmg tn give 
them all. 

“ Having reached their deaignnted pinci'H, tin* Km 
peror and EmproBS knelt on their prayer deaka, 
while the Legate, leaving hia throne, stepped te tin* 
foot of the altar and intonetl tlie rmi 
which was immediately taken up hy tin* choir. Mt-im 
while, the ladies bearing the honors depii»ited the 
various articles on the tiihles placed near the idlnr 
and which served as credencf*H. 

“When the Veni Creator wan emied, tlie thirdiiiid 
Legate proceeded to perform the lirtpliMjimi cere 
mony. As soon as this was completed, the 
of the Children of BVance placed the Krince Im 
penal in the Emperor’s arnw. Then it nifwler of 
ceremonies stepped to the front of the iti«le nnd 
cried three times*. ‘Long live the Prinei^ Iiiiperittir 
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’'rill* I'JnipiTcu- nuH('(i hiH koh alofl, and, with a loving 
and happy cxpn'HHion, pnxsciitt'd iuin to tho coiiKro- 
gatioii, while the KnipreMH, imudi alTceted and vary 
pnli\ Bh(nvi*d dei'p enn)t‘u»n. Then, wliih* the grand 
nmaic’, of the llrdi, ejnniamtal Tor the baptiatn of 
(he Kiim: of h*onH‘, hy he* Kuenr, filled the church, a 
h»ud ahout of joy an<l wtdeonu' brok(‘ from the coin- 
pnet erowd, whit h «‘vidi*nlly went right to the heart 
of Ijoth th'* I'iniperor and l*hitprt*sH, fin* learn 
triekhnl «h>wn (ht'ir eheekn. 

“The Cardinal la'gale iu‘\t inttnied tin* 7'e Ih'um 
anti tht‘ Ihimliiv Sulvum Fur I mptratdfvm, after 
whhdi he gavt‘ the Papal hleasing. 'riie ArehhiHhop 
tif Ihirin, Hurrotnuleil !>%■ I lit' elergy of Saint (lur- 
tanin PAnxerroia, preatotted the pariHh reglnter of 
hnpli.HmH for the Hmperor'a Hignatiire, whioh the 
CmpreHs «igned alao, with a trembling luitid; and 
tile intimeHting ami iniptming cermnony wan tmdeiL 

“ Preetnied by a Htpiatlrtm of tin' (luitlen, folhuved 
hy cuirasHierH tif the Cuard, a earringe drawn hy 
eight horses hronght tin' little Prinet' ])aek tti the 
Tuilerit'H, hy the (|uays. I may adti, Unit he helmved 
hitiiKt'lf vt'ry well thronglmut IlnH rather h>ng cere- 
mony; ami, after Ids depnrtttrt*, tin* Archhishop of 
I*ariH, preeeded hy tin* metro{uditnji chapter, recon 
ducted the Pmjjertn* and MnpjreHH to the tltam of tin* 
catliedrid. Here the stscereigns Htepp(*ti intti their 
grand eoat‘}i, ainl wert* tlriveii nerims the Pont 
tPAreole, througli the maguille<*ntly dect>rated 
Plaet*, to the City Hall, when* a grand launjuet was 
filTcreil in tin* great dining Inill hy the Mtmictpnl 
Ccnineil. I‘h»ur hundred guc'Hts wc’n* idreacly gatle 
{♦red in tin* grand drawing nann. Tin* Hmpertir ami 
KmprcMM look lln*ir place at a taUle mined ahtive the 
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others, surrounded by tlio princes luul i>rinceKiit*s of 
the Bonaparte family, and thirini? lh«^ dinner a 
concert was given. The Fjmpri*«s, in spite ef the 


and, after the baiujuet, remnined l«r mmu* lime with 
the Emperor in the mugniflrmUy liichted finluim. 
The Cardinal Legate appeured fur n muimnit befuro 
the oommonewntmt of the Indl, nml imiiieiliiiiefy 
after hia withdraw^al, the t|«iidrilh* «»r Inmur liegftn. 
The Emperor opmu'd the bidi with the IlnruneHa 
Haussmann, while the EmpresH dimeed wiili the 
Prefect of the Seine. Both aeeinwl liiippr »nd nm. 
tented with the way in which eviTytliiiiK pas»ii’d cdT. 

“The return to the Tuileriea wi4f4 afTueird m sioui- 


fans and which will remain more deeply gniveii thiin 
any other in the lutart of the hhnpreas." 

The popular rejoicings and feslivitieii ounliiuied 


during several days, Commemarwlivi* iii*»diik were 
distributed in great quantities mid pnekeiii i.f sweets 






BIRTH OF TIIF PUTNClR IMPERIAL 

for the* c.ortitmtion of (HiarlcH X at the head of the 
lino.” Later, the LariHiau public Htannod always to 
take a pcH-uIiar inter(*Hl in H(‘ein^^ the imperial infant 
drive in the BoIh, in hin nurse ’h anus, ilm cnrriag“o 
Ixung followed by an eseort of the (Vnt (iardes. At 
till' ase of four, tin* Empi'ror bad him (‘utered in 
the ri*Kiment of the ^renadierB of the (iardt*H and 
ho uHod to tak(‘ part in tin* parndt* in the TuilorioB 
(Mmrt-yard, as an onbioker. Adolpln* ^’von, the 
talented paint<*r of military lir«% has left a eanvu.s, 
in whieh tin* child is reprt'Sented in uniform, HtninL 
in^ with threi* Ki’enadiers wlm are at a salutt*. A 
little later, tin* Lrinee Imperial was, to his Kt*t*at 
deliitcht, made a corporal, and tboroui^hly eujoyc*d 
prnctiHiuic sword exereiKOB with Iuh little pIuyfeL 
lows, Louis Ptmnefui, aon of the phyHician wdio aided 
tin* future Emperor to cHcape from Ham, and Jules 
KHpiniiHse, who wuh a little older than tin* Princt*, 
the Hon of tin* jL(enernl who was killed at Magenta. 

One evening durini^ ‘‘tin* (diristi'niuK wi'i'k,” 
there wiiH a g'rand firework dinpluy in front of the 
Palace of tin* LegiHlntivi* Btnly, the ehi(*f fi*aturc* of 
whieh wan tin* repri'senlation of a gothie haplistt’ry; 
and then* wn.s also an illumination «»f the Tuih’rii'S 
trnrdeiiH. Tin* (‘oiirt all watched from the win« 
down of the .Vary Pepartment, tm the I*laei* dc* la 
(‘oiiconle, and it was undt*rHtood that Hu* Em- 
preHH should jkcivt* the HiKual for them to eommeuee. 
Tin* crowd was ho diuisc* on tin* wpnire that it wna 
impoHrtilib* to pasH thrtnii^h, and the court party was 
obliged to wait till eb*veii o'clock b»*fore they could 
leave the biiildintf and r«‘turn to the Tuilerit’s. The 
part of the city round the Pity Hall was ma«:nit\" 
cently illumiimted during three days. I'lie Avenue 
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Victoria wan triuiHrorinctl into ii tfiiriioii with f«mii 
tains and flowcrH from ail count Hok, ami on Jinu* 
Kith, the day of tla* Mimicipal hall, it wiim quite* 
fairy-1 ik(5. 

Everywhere, durin.tr these feti‘H, the Kiiipenir and 
the Eniprt's.M wert' jLrreeicti wltli luuti cheem iiuti ova 
tioiis of the most sjenitaiieouH iinlurc. Tln» rejoiciiiK 
of the people seemed almost delirious, Tiretl out hy 
the joyous events of the week, the Kiupertm imd 
Kiig'enio finally soii^dit n litth* rest at thr" piilfice of 
Saint (doud, wlima* the Intercstiuir ceremony of Iho 
gift of the (lohhm Ih’se took place on ThtirMiiiiy, 
Juno Ifdli. During the mass, which wm relehritlwl 
by (hirdinnl Da(ri‘/./,i, tin* (oilden Hos«* was depoHitecI 
on tlic episth' sid«' of the idtar, and then the Degate 
took a seat facing llu‘ l‘hnp«'rt»r and Kiiipress, when 
one of the pndfiti'H of his rend the ponlifical 

brief conferring on tin* Cardinal the right In hestow 
the roBO. TluTcup<m, the Kmpress luiviiiiced and 
the Golden Uose was presented her by t'anliiiid 
Patri^.zi, with tin* usual ftmmiln. 

The Pope’s gift was in the form tif ii gidden rose 
tree ill a flownw-pot which was also of gold, renting 
on a lapis la/aili peilcHtul The Iwti bws rclii’fs of the 
poclcstal reprcHentt'd the birth of the Hieiwnl Virgin 
and her P resent ution in the Temple, while the iirm^ 
of Pius IX and Napoleon III were erigriived on the 
sides. 

After the c(‘remtmy, the Cartlitiai I#i^fEle pri>- 
sontod to the Emperor an ailmirahlii plwfe nf nioiiaic 
work representing St, John the Baplist, after Cltddo. 
Also the Holy Bhitlier Bent to the Itiippria! an 

enameled reliquary containing a ridki of the Holy 

KM) 
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Manger. The child was brought to the Chapel in 
order to receive this sacred gift. 

Truly, the summer of 1856 seemed full of promise, 
for the country was then enjoying an era of pros- 
perity and peace, and the Empire was evidently 
very popular. It was not till three years later that 
this peace was unfortunately disturbed by the Aus- 
trian war. That the Second Empire was popular at 
this moment cannot be doubted. The people of Paris 
had given striking evidence of this during the cere- 
mony just described, and from all parts of the 
nation the Emperor received many public and 
private evidences of the fact that the provinces were 
not behind the capital in loyal and enthusiastic sup- 
port of the new regime. So the young Prince Im- 
perial began his life under a cloudless sky, and the 
Empress has always felt that this was perhaps the 
happiest moment of her existence. 



CiriAPTKU V 


THE YOUTH OU TilK lillNOK IMI'l-UlAU 

I KEGAJjj many choriHlictl nu'imu ii'H cif ih»* Priiun* 
ImporiaPa firnt communHm. llin rfUn’n'tu. nlufatitni 
for this important aet wan intninfril tn Al»ln- In*, 
gnerry, vicar of the Miuh'h'itu*, a \ rr> !« ariii< if mul 
venerable prelate, who later lont Iuh lilV in tin* i%im» 
mnne outbreak. lie wan gentln of .np.-i rb nml ps-r^ 
siiaaive. The Prince linteneii attfntivriy tn htn 
teaching, but the yenmg mnnV ipie.Htijniinic npirti Ini 
him to argue with liia spiritiui! «iiriT!i»r, wlu* hjul to 
oonvinco Ihm that the miiul cannot rrmsp all the 
mystorica of the future life, an if one hml !*« <lo with 
mathcmatica. One day the good Ahbo tohl hi.H pupil 
the story of the cnunhxion am! the HutTorini: of fin* 
Blosaod Virgin, lie liimHelf wan inneh iuo\rd |.\ the 
narration, and though the Prince wim very nllentivc, 
ho did not appear to la* an rnnch atTecfed iih nue 
might have thought. Ho M. Ueguerry f^nnl !«» him; 
“Is there any greater eaune for tj-nrn tlmn the paw 
sion of Our LordP* “tVrtainly not, .\1. PAMh-.‘’ 
replied tho Prince, “but you have Intight me that 
God BOOS everything, knows evt»rytiiing and run do 
ovGiything. Ho Ins munt have willed flmf i‘ hl'i^t 
should suffer and that the Virgin should HuH'er. 
This thought prevents me from crying.'’ TIsmigh 
the Prince was diapoaed to diHcu.Ms thingH whieh he 
not understand, his rcHgitnm fiuth was sintsrn’ 
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and real. He was ever ready to accept in the spirit- 
ual world what his more worldly mmd could not 
grasp. His natural piety was greatly strengthened 
after this careful examination, under the devout 
direction of Abhe Deguerry, of the claims and tenets 
of Christianity. He said to the Empress later, re- 
ferring to this earlier period in his boyhood: “I 
fully realized the good example I could set and what 
were my religious duties. I even then perceived 
what a great consolation faith brings to mankind 
and what a vast source of strength it is to govern- 
ments. The fact that I was probably to he the head 
of a nation sufficed to make me an earnest Christian. ^ ’ 
The Prince Imperial communed for the first time 
on May 7, 1868, in the Tuileries chapel, which was 
decorated with crimson velvet hangings fringed 
with gold and was delightfully scented with the 
odor of new-cut flowers. It is a curious fact that 
the perfume of that ceremony still clings in Eu- 
genie’s memory, and on more than one occasion 
since then, sometimes when she has been driving 
through the country lanes of beautiful England, and 
sometimes in some public hall or private drawing- 
room, the same flower or some similar perfume has 
brought back the odor of that little chapel and with 
it the memory of that touching ceremony, nearly all 
of the actors in which have now passed on into the 
unseen world. The Emperor was, of course, present, 
accompanied by all the princes and princesses of 
the house of Bonaparte. In the gallery were the eld- 
est son of Prince Napoleon and the young com- 
panions of the communicant. In the center of the 
choir-sanctuary, his head bowed and his eyes fixed 
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Deguerry on tlu> othor, Hat tho y«niiig 
and diguiliod. Tho oloquont niui tum-hiiig wmd^ 
pronounced on Huh omiHiou by Arebbishup {Uulnn, 
I have iwver t'orgotteii. At <uto ihuii! In* in 

h'm addrcHK, when the rnue*< whh bboHM-d t»y Ihf 
Bishop of A<lraH, and, advaneiiig in thr uf 

the altar, he knelt reverefdly, while rrinee d.mrluiu 
Murat and (leneral hVoHHurd. aidet! by tw»> pi irMt^, 
spread the conmmniou napkin bid't*re Imn, 'Hie ti*ii 
derdiearted boy was now weeping frum inuMtioii. 
Then the Archbinho]) contimietl remai kn nnd lie 
foro he ovuled, nearly everylauly preMi-ut wnn sitl! 
hhig. The I'hnproHH whh deeply alTeetetl, At live 
o^clock tlmt Hann* day the I’riiu'e ri’ceived !ln< Muera 
inent of counmndion at the handa »d' t!ie Areh 
biHliop, in the pri'senee ef those wlio had partita 
patod In tin* imposing eennnonieH of tin* iuorning. 
This w'HH a rtal-letler day in the spiriitud life »p' the 
Prince Imperial, ami the moral piineiples there 
enunciated were hia guide throughout Inn hut 

noble existence. 

Another pndate 0ftW fit, OH the iH-eahion of ili«' 
Prince Imperial’s first ^mmuidon, to pronotmtn* a 
sermon. Tliia intervention in the spirit tud nlTiurH of 
the Imperial family Heemednll the more ont of pl.nee 
beoauHo tliiH name priest luedfiled in th«dr politieid 
affairs with far Iohh juHticv and impiirtinlify. I refer 
to Bishop Dupauhiup of (IrleHua, who tlid m»l itlv\iu h 
speak So kindly of the Bonapnrtes iiiul the nAouie 
as bo might have clone. It whh ahurtly niter th^ 
Tuilerioa ceremony that the KmprvHH was pr« ’«eut ill 
Orleans to takc^ part in the fc'ittivilies in lioimr *»f 
Jeanne d’Are, and then it mm that lha lli}4h*»p «ei/.ed 
the oocasion to compliment her and th»' I’riimo. Ilifi 
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wonlH called forth coiiHuh'nible comment at the 
tiims luul later -cHpeeiiiUy later. No doubt Bisliox) 
Uupaidoup wan Hiiicere when he declared that ho 
h«»ped the EinpreHH would m^ver “nhed other tears 
than thoHe called forth by pious emotioiiU’ It is 
Hoinewhat dilliindt, bi>wevt*r, to reconcile tho x)rayGr8 
aililreHHcd by him to Heaven in favor of the heir to 
the* Ihrotu* with the often hostile attitude which he. 
a.’^HUinod towards tin* Soeond I'hupii’i*, it.s leaders 
ami its pedicles. 'I'he Hmpn'ss was om* of tiu'. tirst 
Ijj underntand that tin* riglits and claims of the 
Uhurcli shoulil Indd first placi* in tin* prelate’s mind 
and sin* ciinhl excuse, in a m(‘asure, his discontent 
at certain arts of tin* Imperial Kovernment, such as 
that coucerninic the Homan iiuoHtlom But instead of 
joining the c»ueini<*« of tin* Empire and mnldug^ com- 
nnm cauHe with tlmse who were trying to destroy it, 
why illd lie not strive to accomplish his ends in other 
ways! 'The Emperor spoke rightly when he said one 
day; ''Speaking with all dm* impartiality, L think it 
fair to Hay that Bupanhmp’s political conduct was 
*vari»*d and imdnlaling,’ as some one has well re- 
marked. It is true that he would shoot from one 
{‘Xireme to tin* tdlter with the agility of an acrobat. 
While one cannot but admire his talent and his 
moral courage, ami mlmit the justice of many of his 
idefiH, one muHi draw* back from some of his preach- 
iiu'iifH and Hs|uarely prttinnmce them dangerous and 
leading to division rather than to concord.” 

While iuHtmetiiig the young IVince in pre^mra- 
timi for hiM first communion, Ahhe Deguerry had, 
without knowing it, prepared the way to a conversion. 
Miss Hhiiw, the dt*voted governess of the Prince, had 
Iveen presimt at the h'sHtnis given by the curate ot 
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tho Madclcino, s 
sliG never failed 
religious dutioa. 
Two days after 
Madolcino, told 
think very S('ri 
now desired to h 
much pleased 1 
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of tho rcHun whh covonnl with a soft white carpet of 
a f1ow(*rcHi pattcni. On the walla hung a portrait of 
the EiiipreMH by Winti'rhalter, a lithograph of the 
Enip(*rtir, an engraving of the UrnpreHs’ mother and 
pielureH of oiu' of the* Hmpert)r’H fovorito horaea, 
of “ Btmton d'Or,” the Prinee’a ptmy, and of his 
BpanielH Fined te and Finaud. On the manttdpieoe 
WiiH a eloek witli a elreular face, on which the hours 
were indieiited hy the hori'/.ontal rotation of a blue 
ami gold heininpherc'. On the left wan a piano^ fitted 
with a ineehani«’al player, which, m\ rainy days, 
when the Prince eonld not go out of doors with his 
eornpanionH, woidd he set going nfliT the four 
o’clock meal, mueli to the pleasure of Uie little 
cirtde, Tins wuh the moment when the EmprcRS 
generallv uscal to come 1 (j see him and his friends* 
M is« Shaw, the Fmgltsh gt)verm*HS, says she remem- 
bers that Kugfhiie soimdimes would put her hand 
down timier the collar of Ids jacket and say: How 
warm you are, Uouis. Keep ipuet now or you arc 
sure to take cold.” I do not recall this habit, but it 
is highly probable that the Empress would act in 
this w‘ayi f»>r the young Prince pul his whole heart 
intt» his play, and the resuH was that he was often 
over- excited. 

In this same room, in ii little hook-case, all the 
Prince’s btioks wen* most taindully arranged. He, of 
course, had no finely bound or showy volumes, with 
lirighl covers and gilt edges. They were woll- 
thumbcnl school books, with broken cornera and 
ifads tin them, 'flie Iniy studietl seriously and hia 
ttjols simwetl it. On either side of the Inkstand were 
two little gold husls and two ivor>' miniatures of tho 
BIm|Miror and tlte Empress. A paper-weight, I ru* 
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member, roprcHcnted Napoleon I nittiiar iiHiritb' df a 
chair. The Prince alwaya treitHiired thin ohjiu-f. 

The Prince’s bed-room had Itgbl hlne Hutin ttn tin* 
walls and a coiling froHeoed in oil 'rin* IhmI wan ait 
excellent example of rminpielry tleeuralfrl with 
bronze gilt oniamentH. In tin* roet'NH uf tin* nnuu 
was a picture of llugneH Morb*, rrpr«*Mrntiny: 
Religion protecting cluldhood, a gift to tin* Prirn’i* 
from the Duo do Morny. A palm hranrh which hnc! 
been blessed by the Pope wan fiMtrtn-ct to fin* {ue- 
ture-frame. Attached to or workm! into the lining n( 
the bed were several HacriHi p}rfnrci4, a ailvi-r croKH, 
a large heart in old enamel and a gohi incifiilhiin nf 
the Blessed Virgin. 1 often tbouglit nf tficne aaen t! 
images of his early ehlldhuoth wlnm. t»n Ium iimnl> 
young body, were found the pimw anudetH wliirii 
had been spared by the handn of iita Mavag** mur- 
derers. On tint walls of the rouin wer** jiun»g Mumc 
photographs of the I’rinee’a lujy frit-mlH. 

Next to this bed»room wa.n the play numt, fllh*d 
with toys of all sorts. I reeali roc'king hiir«rj4, truni* 
pets, drums, two miniature eunmnw hrmighl frmn 
China, tin soldiers and chitm stihhcra* and lanf, hut 
not least, a magitvJantern, wldeh was om* r»f the 
boy’s delights. 

The study anti work-rotuu ciintniijint niii|i« hung 
on the walls, drawing boards, driiwing papi’i* ctn 
ored with rough akotedn*H or thiished wurk, n partly 
.completed bust of M. Mourner, the Prinee‘» tuter. 
.•made by the Prince while he was sitting fur far 
peaux’s bust. 

The Prince Imperial’s day wan eitf‘«»ftdly af' 
ranged. He rose at seven o’chjck, tln*Mai‘d, took Iuk 
.chocolate and then came to tiie Enipresa’ rutun. 
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wIhti’ 1h» rf*rfiiuiH»{i for a nlHirt time, while they 
tnlkfil uvi-r flH‘ ihiy’H pnij^ruin. N(*xt, the child 
wcHihl Ro iuhI hhv ^nod niorniiiir to hin father. Then 
}u‘ took n walk in the private garden of tlu* Tuilc'ries, 
fhi* portion which now' lien lietweea the Ru(‘ dee 
Tnilerii'H and (he main part of the Jardiii des 
TuilerieM and wliieh in at pn*Hc*nt idno pnhlic. Twn 
ftdl hom-H of Htmly folhjwed. Lunch occurred at half 
past eleven, Lat«‘r, (*aine |^yimtaa(i('H, Luicin^, riding 
and a walk with hia tutor, who alno tanuhictcd 
KtiidicH till dinner time. M. Monnit'r fnicci Hai<i tc» 
me; **''l’'ht^ PrintM* Imperial worked ptm.sevcrinKly 
and eagerly He delighted in Htudy and wan foinl of 
int|uiry, meditation ami diHeuHHion, Hia mind warn 
Meritnmiy heat, hnt the intcdlectual tenaitm wim 
counterhalniieed by the ardor he hrcnight to rec- 
reation, gaiiieM afid exercme.’’ Hefore retiring, ho 
again toi»k Home exereine, ho that I remarked that 
Ida rent wfiH alwaya ealm and refreHlung. JuHt be- 
fore dinner, he naw* hin father and mother again. 

Thurndayn and SuminyH were the Prinro Impor- 
iapK holiday H, which he Hpent in vigoroim giimes, in 
long widk« or in ('xerciae on the orangery terrace at 
Haini t'loml Hm boy cmnpHidtmH were generally 
the yming (knmenti, who aeareely over loft him, 
FiHpinftHHi*, Joachim Murat, my brtdher and T, the 
two HorviHiirtti, Jean do Pernigny and Hometime« 
Jean de la Hedc»yf‘re and the two de la Pof'zoH, w'ho 
came to afanid the* day with him. The hoy« gtutlied 
and plnyeti together, and jn«t before afternoon tea, 
M.*Monnler tmed to give them all a dictation. Often 
the Prince dined with hin little frienda in hia dining 
room on the ground floor of the Haint (loud caatle, 
when the hill of fare wim ver>' aimple— a soup, roaat 
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meat with potatoofl, roaal ehirkmj, Hpiniirh tir rliio- 
ory, and stewed fruit ora ricr puchlioK* for (li*wrt. 

TOen the Prince Imperial wan H<»mewiiii! ohler, 
and had a governor and niden-de camp, lu* dined tm 
Thursdays and SnndavK with liin companinim in the 
company of the Enpan’or and (lie hhuprcHH. Aft«*r 
dinner, the young t»eopl(’ wotdd play in the Thnme 
Room, which ojtened from tin* Whitt* Orawing- 
room, where the court nat. Tin* Kanpen»r u*^ed to 
talm much interest in the gainer «d‘ the rldhlren. 
The J^irapress was always worried at seeing the 
Prince got so hot and excited, an vvfis nlwavs the 
case on these occashms. But it wm very hani t«t get 
him to atop and rest, At about half past nine the 
Prince would retire to his own apartments ami go 
to bed. 

When General Frossnrd was apfujiiiird governor 
of the Prince Imperial, the wlmfe Hystnn of his 
instruction was altered M. Monnier, bin prert-ptor, 
was replaced by M. Fihm, n repeteiit, whuMr ihity 
was more to see tliat he learned the tanliM nvi liv 
others than to give Ichhoiih himself. The Prince foi- 
lowed at home the curricnlum tif the ^tate sehoolH 
and his teachers were selected from then,. welomlM, 
several of whom, like M. havisHe, to da y a inmiiher 
of the French Academy, who tanght him hiHi«>ry, 
became well known later, M. Fihm. who wim in con 
stant contact with the lad, had a great and salutary 
influence over him. He rpnekly gained tho confidenee 
of the Prince, and being young ami of plonMing ap- 
pearance, was a delightful rnemher of the lanmclmld. 
The Prince would aomctimcH meet with h'm frllow^ 
students on festive ocoasiorm and at antitnil com- 
mencements. 
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The Prince’s natural, generous, and charitable 
character began to develop at this period and M. 
Pilon encouraged this tendency in his disposition. 
It 'was a customary habit to give him little sums of 
money from time to time, 'which he put aside for 
charity. Many instances of his kindness to the poor 
are given, and I particularly recall this one. I 
noticed him playing one day 'with his boy friends in 
the private garden of the Tuileries, when he saw, 
through the paling, a one-legged veteran in the 
street. Immediately he hurried off for his savings, 
and emptied all he had into the pocket of the old 
soldier. Again, having heard, while at the court at 
Oompiegne, that there was in the forest a very old 
woman picking up dead wood for firing, and his 
store of charity money being exhausted, he passed 
round a box among the guests at the castle and soon 
had a neat little sum for the aged wood-gatherer. 
Every one was, of course, ready to give, and gold 
pieces found their way into the box. While this col- 
lection was going on, the Emperor and the Empress 
entered the drawing-room. They gently stopped the 
proceeding, explaining that guests should not be 
asked to aid the host in his works of charity. The 
child quickly saw the indelicacy of his action, re- 
turned the alms and was fully consoled when his 
parents gave him a much larger sum for his worthy 
protegee. 

I recall a striking example of the Prince Imper- 
ial’s courage and presence of mind, even when he 
was a mere child. It happened, before the war, dur- 
ing one of the sojourns at Biarritz. One October 
day we embarked on the Chamois, intending to go to 
Fontarabia, and to stop at Saint Jean de Luz on 
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our way back, whence we w’ere tt> tirivi* to the V^illa 
Eugenic. The tirHl portion (»r tho prn|^n-«iu wnn 
aGCompLished in niont imigniheent wojsthor; hut nud- 
denly, just as we were leaving the Spani-h the 

wind ohaiiged, the sen hecauie very mu-h. and tin* 
little ship, beaten back by heavy waves, <M»tild inakt* 
but little progreHH. It was late at niKlit hrlure wt* 
sighted Saint Jean (h* lar/., when it waa !*nind inr- 
possible to enter the harluir and we wrre ntivisiHl 
to remain on board till nioriiing. Rut I he I'hnpreHH 
knew the Emperor would la* very au\i»»UH nlumt ua, 
and so she insisted that we hual flint night, (’tm- 
sequontly, two open row lamtH wfit* lowtTrd. d'he 
first, in which W(*re some of the Huitf, laandied latul 
without much trouble, notwitliMtanding the rsiugh* 
ness of the water. But (he Hi'cmid In. at, wideh enr» 
ried the ih’lnee, Admiral Jurien de In tfrn\i»T»' and 
the Empress, struck a rock with Mueh lArer that the 
pilot was thrown into the sea. It was feni i'd that the 
frail boat might sink, ho that it wan ina-j'SHai} to 
act promptly; consequently, the atlnninl. Htd/ing the 
Prince by the hand, exclninied: “ Nhov n** intent jump 
for the rockl” Of course the EinpreM*^ wjih very 
much frightened lest the eltikl sluadd rninH hin find- 
ing and be crushed between the reek and Ihe boat. 
But the boy called out bravely: “I’m md afriud, 
mother; my name is Napoleon!” Both roaelo-d the 
rock safely and greatly relieved the KmpreH«‘ itiintL 
The sea now growing somewhat ealmi-r, tlie «Trw 
finally succeeiled in lauding her also. Whru we at 
length reached the Villa, we found the wlmh- hmiHf 
hold wearing an anxious face. In the ovmiiug, the 
Emperor scolded the Empress a little, and tin* good 
admiral, whoso orders had beim iliHr.'gur.ifti 
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tjthorwiit? thin inddfiit would not have happened—* 
wan «t;vi*roly repriinaiuiod. 

During the ytuir inalidouB mmora wort' 

Hpnnul througli tin* country concerning the health 
of tlio Prince liupcrinl, IlintH were dropped, myH« 
teriouHly nt (Irwl and in init of the way plaa^H, then 
in the tnlittirH* roniiiH tjf the Opponition pat)era, in 
certain roynlint dniwing-numiH, lunl nnunig tin* par- 
Hiiinentary grtnipa, t»» the etTeet that the Prince Im- 
perial wiw atTiU'ied with acrufnla, ricketn, or aonu' 
hereditary dineitHe whicli marked the ilt'generacy of 
H dying nice. No inmical or cniei wunl waa apared 
hy the etierniea of the Krnpire, win n it waa known 
that the Iinpi^riid child lay for several moiitba on a 
bed of wutTering. None took the trouble to enquire 
into the null eaufie of hi« iliriejiB, and all preferred to 
Kcioff at the ecuwiitution of the* heir to the throne. 
On the eontrary, however, tin* Prince had an excel- 
lent eonatitution and pjiHHeHHed a thoroughly iiealthy 
Kvatein, which wiih, moreover, maintnined in good 
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a real passion for overytliiiiK that rflnttn! tu the 
army. Ho was clover at fencing, iiml hnunl gynmiiH- 
tics abovo ovcrythinji:. A lumiiont of nhHeiit nnn«k'(b 
ness while on the trapeze wan, in fact, tin' enuHe of 
the torriblo accident whieh plueed ills life in jeop. 
ardy, and gave rise to the nuHchievouH iuHiiumtioiuH 
just referred to. 

The site whore the Prince ‘h ^ymua.siuiti hIoiuI can 
still bo soon in the old park td' Saint t’hatd, near tlu* 
Basam dos Trois BoiiillonH, at tlie far end of the 
Alleo dos Goulottos. Tliia little Hhntlrd eircu.H had 
been specially trauBfornied into a plnci' for recrea- 
tion. Whon there was not audicienl tinn» to gtt to 
the Trocadero Garden or the CldneHi' KioHipie, both 
of which wore in the Saint (MotuI park, the Prince 
played with his little boy frienila in thia apot. They 
would hasten to the Alhh' den Uoulolle« and ainuae 
thomsclvos with bow and arnm', aliooting at nrtifh-ial 
pigeons, or exorcising on the parallel bars and the 
other apparatus of the gymnuHiuin. vSonu'tiiuea the 
little miniaturo railway would hnv«» tlndr |sreferi'nee. 

This railroad, by the way, wan laid end in the form 
S' eight. Its diameter was stimething over 
six yards and it was furnished with everything that 
a well-constructed lino cum have — Huch as Hignids 
and switches, which were must iirtintically minli% 
and even passenger and goods Htationa. The train, 
modeled after the imperial train, wan eompoxial t,f 
a locomotive and several cars, the latliT eoidaijung 
drawing-rooms, a dining-room, atid uphoblennl \ml 
rooms. The locomotive was worked by a very Ktrong 
spring. The moat remarkable thing about the train 
was that the axles wore fitted into sliding jonrnab 
in such a manner that very abort eurvea eimld be 
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thtm iivctitlitiK: thc‘ iHH‘4*HHity of additional 
wliools lik»» thoi4i‘ wliii'h wtTf unihI on flu* cild railway 
that nm Indwc'iot Soraux aial Fari.H. It m not a mat- 
tor <»f »nr|»riHo thnf tlii« niniuHjirin^ wuh frin|iu*ntly 
brokfii or Mtrniiu tl, for tlu* I^riiin* and Inn compan- 
iiUiH iwiiidly ooiihidtTrd that tlio bent imdhod of 
wiialiiik^ tip tho mafliiniTv wan t«t nit o!J tho loco- 
riiotivo and lunko it ^V(»!k haokwardn. 

Out* hot day in July, Hluntly aftor hmchfon, tin* 
I’riiU’o ua)4 aiom- ni hin trapf/.c whih* las ttilor, M. 
Mc»iiidor, i^iaitosi hhuu* tilth* tiintuiu’*' away, wan vmn- 
pltdtdy ithHurhinl in a hoiA, th»’ ohihl thuH lanuic loft 
cpdtc» to ld» own ihw iri'M. 'rUih Int'k of nttontitm tni 
the part of tho tutor wan a atsnna* of danger to the 
Frinro, who wiim nlwava overd»o|d, atnl the very 
kjtetvvhnlge that there waa a riMk anywhere was a 
snflieieiit ineontivt* to make him winh to eojtfrojit it. 
On tlilM oeeaHinii a rathor tnnl fall \va!^ the reHult, 
tlnnigh h«» KtilTered im H«'rionw injury from it. 

Here Ih another e^iamph* of the rnfhor dart' tlevil 
apiril tif the hoy. tda* day on retnrnijig frt»m a ritle. 
la* got thnin from hin horae in tin* Tnilerit'jt ctmrt 
yard, mid then took it inti* hi« heatl, while hiti tidtfr 
wiw talking with a third pernim, to elimh up tti th»' 
hidettiiy t<f the Salle ih'H ManVhaut, elinRing to Ha* 
fitee of the wjdl hy the help of the projeeting 
8ttmea. M. Moiiiiier, louking np at thin moment, 
reidijted the danger, npoke gently to the I’rinee anti 
pemtifided him to eoine tiown liv telling him that the 
goartl w'lifi wmtehing him, mnl that hi^ hehiivior mm 
not hecomifiic. 

But the nerident wliii’l} catiHial ltii4 illneHrt wan md. 
due to liny laek of rare on the part tjf tutor «»r «erv- 
«ili, Tlio Friiire miin «lii«iiiug on llm trnpe'/a‘, 
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swinging (luictiy, \vlu‘u in* saw the* driving 

in her pony-eiuiiHe, eniiiing tcnvartls hiii}. '*Mnmnn\ 
mamani” ho cried, “see how clever I am <m the 
trapeze I” While saying this, he slid his IijuuIh down 
the cords, and holding on hy his fe. t tu the tw<i 
angles of tin* Iraix'/.e, he swung liiins»'lf furwani ami 
baclt, head downwanls. Smhi«'nly, his feet s|ip|unl 
and he fell KidiwvayH to the ground, I’he EmpresH 
was, of course, greatly frlghteiunl when >die diil lujt 
see him rise, and the ntteiulanfs, hurraing to him, 
found he had lost conseiouMiess. What had hap* 
penedi We asktal ourselveH with deep nnsiety 
whether there was eongeHtion due to tite wmldeu in* 
terruption of digestion, a torn museh* hi* » broken 
bonof Apparently, there wn.s nothing sertotin; f‘t>r 
svhen Dr. Oorvisart, whom tlir Kntpn'HH herself 
hastened to feteh, arrived, the Dintee hud regained 
conaciouaness and declared Hint he had no lames 
broken and felt no pain wltn{« \« r. 'Though out- 
wardly no harm was done, their was rvuhmtly mmw 
internal injury. But this wan diseovered only in 
March when the I^rinee, uuahh* to hide hi» HiilTeringH 
any longer, begun to limp. Bui imt winhing ii* alHrm 
his father and mother, he foreed hitUHidf to appear 
brighter than usual, nml only fiidf mlmitteil that Im 
was in pain, until at last tin* e!Ti»rt of widkiiig he* 
came too great for him. The K lupreHM W'liK indeml 
oonsidorably alarmed. Mhe had the child im 
modiatoly put to bed, and a (’onMultallim wan Indd 
by Drs. Nelatou and Barlher, wliieli revealm} the 
nature of the malady. It was foiisul iliut n deep* 
seated abscesB had formed, ami a «iirgteii! operation 
became imperative. At length i! was *»mciiilly am 
nounced that the Prince was better, and the work* 
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mon at the Trocadoro— the garden on the high ter- 
races jiiHt north of the castle of those days — prepared 
a novel kind of festival for the anniversary of March 
Hitli, the Prince’s birthday* In the meanwhile, it 
was announced that a children’s ball which the 
Orand E(iuerry was to give in honor of the Princ(‘ 
had b(H*n postponed; so, when It was known that the 
Einp{*ror and EinfsreHs apptaired on the Kith in tin‘ 
Trooadero without tlie Prinei* linpm'ial, public anxi- 
(‘ty became general; and, wluoi with tlu* cry td' 
“Vive le Prince Imperial,” tlu^ workmen filed i)ast, 
the imiH'rial e.ouple made (‘very effort to hide their 
nneasinesH conei'rning tlu'ir son. 

Th(‘ first operation was not (Odirely successful 
and tlie doetors decided to make another etTort, The 
Prince, forgetful of his own pain, and thinking only 
of the anxious hours his mother had spimt lately, 
begged that she might be kept in ignorance of the 
Hurgt'ons’ decision. He refuH(‘d to bt* chloroformed, 
and this hoy, who had only jnst txirned twedve, 
astounded the surgeons by his calm courage'. 

Humors unfrii'udly to tlu' regime were spread 
among the peoph', and the Prince’s illness was ex- 
aggerated at tht‘ very time winm the danger had 
iH'gun to ubnli*. Hut the Empress insisted on the 
puhlic’s being eorreelly infornuHl, and reassuring 
notiees appeared in tkt* press. The general utieasl- 
nesH n*vived, however, when it was admitted that 
tin* Prinee, though eunnl, was not considered to bo 
HuHie.iently strong to acummpnny his parents on the 
opening day of the international exliihition, April 
1, lHd7. 
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could out of Hurt iuciiiiuii whii-lt would havi^ IuihhocI 
almost wmoiuuHl under t»rdjunry (nrriiiii»liinaoB. 
But all thcBO uuHeruindouH n|,fitiitori4 kiu'W 
Napoleon Jit without an heir, tn* with iisi heir witli 
a sickly couHtiitilion, wan h^Haeued in tin* eyea iiot 
only of the (Mmiuion pettplo, h»l in tho world of 
hushioHH, where a Holid goveninnnd, e.H|nHn»lly iix 
France, is ho neceHHiiry ft»r the |♦r«»|?re^4J^ of trutio 
and industry. So we ahvaya walehed «»ver the 
with the greut(‘Hl Holieiliidts Jod oiily hmuuHe of tnxi^ 
natural love for him, hut in the iiiteri»Ht of Fraueo* 
If ho had lived and come to the tliroins I lVe| Hujro 
that the. world wtnild have eertniiily reeoKiii?.inl io 
him a strong and tmltKhteued ruler. 

It WHS decided In the early imittnier of ilutt 
the Ih'ince slumld he taken to Saiiil Cdiiud, where tho 
air was better tlinii at the 1’iiilerieH. So he 
carried tliere on a cump hedHtend, fieeimipiiiiird tiy 
the Emperor and the KiuprenH. luHieud of tho 
apailment on tlie ground tloor wldefi ho laid id way* h 
occupied heretoft^rc*, he wim itiHfiillrd in a suito i»ii 
the, second floor, which wan eonsidorod mt^ro heiiltliy. 
Nearly every day tlu' FmprenH drove t»vor friuii 
Paris to see him, and ahc' saw Ihiit tin* lilllo iiividitl 
should In*’ Hurronnded with every mark of tefider-~ 
nosH. At Haint Cflinid he immedinh'ly liogjiii in 
rapid progresH in a gmuTnl hiiildinic up. Tlim^ Ihtt 
Prince heard the {H'hoeH of the feh's given in Inuior* 
of all tho foreign HovtU’eigtm who vinited tlu^ Ktliihi- 
tion. It was oni^ of his fondest nnuisefiietitii to wit- 
ness from afar tliest* festivities, wliieli 
took tho shape of flrt'work.s. He also long r«iiieiu~ 
berod the distinguiBlu’d personagea wluun ho tael at 
this period. Duo after another of ihii crowmni 
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guests of the Emperor stopped at Saint Cloud either 
on their way to Versailles or when coming hack from 
that town. 

In June, 1867, a few days after the attempt made 
by Berezowski on the life of the King of Prussia 
and the Emperor Alexander, they came to the pal- 
ace. The post-chaise stopped before the Pavilion de 
Valois, where the relay horses were waiting. I well 
remember, that, on this occasion, the Emperor, the 
King of Prussia and the Emperor Alexander were 
on the front seat, and the Empress, a court-lady and 
Count Bismarck were on the back seat. While the 
horses were being changed — a very rapid operation 
in the Emperor’s stables — ^word was sent to General 
Frossard to bring the Prince Imperial, in order that 
he might be presented to the royal visitors. In a 
few moments the boy appeared, and advanced 
toward the carriage, limping slightly. Helped by 
General Frossard, he mounted the step, when the 
Emperor of Eussia bent over and, raising the child 
in his arms, kissed him affectionately on both 
cheeks. More reserved, King Wilham merely shook 
hands with him. The Czar then lifted him up a 
second time, and passed him over the hand bar so 
that he might kiss the Empress, who was much 
moved by this touching scene and never forgot it. 
Thereupon the King of Prussia turned to take an- 
other good look at the Prince, and Bismarck also 
intently scanned the child, while a smile, which he 
sought to render as gracious as possible, was on his 
bps. He seemed trying to read the future in store 
for the Imperial boy. The spontaneous action of the 
Czar on this occasion, the graceful bearing of the 
heir to the throne of Prance, and the German Chan- 
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cellor^s oxproaHion nro thinK^ whirh tht' ImipcTor 
and tlio EmproHH aonndinu'H nd’t'm'd t» in nricr 
ycara, and tho ri'ColltH’titm (\f tin* mennirnhl^* wctin 
WEB vividly indaitnul by all tha lufiulh'rn td tlu* 
Court who witiK'HHc'd it, 

A fow days lat(n\ ntnwral Ertwaarti Maid to tho 
Empr('BH : 

“When tlu) Prinw uad i wan* waiktiiK bark tti \m 
apartmonta after thin proHontution lu* rrinarki'd ta 
me in a very earneHt lone ; 

“ ‘Well, when I nee the«e great rulern, ! fea! (hat 
I have much to neeompli«h in order to tit myneir 
properly to do wluit they are dtnng. l>o yon really 
think, (leuoral, that I efin mime day be abb* enough 
to govern Riieli a grand mnmtry aa thin?' 

“‘Why, certainly, aiul why n<df’ I iinpdn't!, 

“ ‘Because they lunst kimw mi much,' 

“ ‘But years and yiuir hooks will inakt* you like 
them. ’ 

“ ‘Then, I will pitch into my hotikM with renewed 
ardor, and let the Bon Dleu look out fur the years.* 

“And the fact is that the Prince lian sttulied witli 
fresh energy since that int(*rview. We will see m»w 
what the Bon Dicu does in the way of years."’ 

The General died before the tragedy out abort the 
life of hie eager pupil 



CHAPTF.K VI 


THE PBIKC’-R IMPHHIAI.’h “UAPTIBM OF FIRE’^ 

It huH ofti'ii b(‘(‘n Haiti by Ibti oiiemioH of the 
Hecoiul that tlu' conllirt of IS70 vvuh procipi- 

tnted by the I'b’t'iifb K’everimu'iit ia order to j<nin 
new glory for llu' Inpierial i'aniily and ibtiH asHure 
the eoutuiuntioii of tin* reign on the ptM'Hou of the 
young Prince. Of courHt* there in no truth in thin 
Hhameful aHHerlion. But what ia true ia ilmt this 
unfortuimte Htniggh' once begun, it waa the wish of 
tile lOinperor and the MmproaH, that the Prince Im- 
perial, nu'rt^ child though he wan, be identified with 
tlie war ho far hh wuh poHHibhs Stt‘pH wt're im~ 
luediattdy taktni tti carry out thin plan. 

After the (h'partun* for the Heat of war in 1870 of 
tlie regiimnitH at Saint ('haul, t)nly a Ht|uadron of 
InnoerH and a battalion of light Iiurae nanained 
bidiintl. A fi^w tlaya lud'ore he left to join the army, 
tlie Prince Imperial, accompanitnl by Paptain Du- 
pem*, \m uidc-ilc-eamp, viHitcd lliene men at the 
barraekH. It wuh alunil tivc o’clock and tin* Holdicra 
bad ju«t tlniHhcd rubbing down their boracH. At the 
Prince ’h retpieHt Serg^miit Baillebaehe conducted 
him through the meiPn donnitori(*H and over the 
atableti. The young Prince, who waa wearing a top 
hat and a nhorl Idack tamt with high white cadlar, wan 
deeply interenled in «»V(*rything In* hhw, and Khowed 
plainly that he wan proud th« fad that he waa 
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soon going to tlie front; so none of the soldiers were 
surprised to hear him snddenly exclaim, while con- 
versing with the quarter-master: “Did you know 
that I also am goingT’ This was said with all the 
delight of a child at the fulfilment of a long 
cherished wish. 

The light horsemen had been informed of his 
intended visit and were standing to receive him, 
each at the foot of his bed in the dormitory, cap in 
hand, wearing the full-dress tunic with yellow braid- 
ing. As he passed into the court yard, which was 
filled with serried rows of light horse and lancers, 
he was enthusiastically cheered. The cheers fol- 
lowed him, in fact, all the way up the slope to the 
castle, and it was with considerable emotion and 
keen pleasure that he gave the Empress the details 
of this visit. I remember still how delighted 
she was with the manly enthusiasm of the boy, 
though I will confess that she was saddened at the 
thought of his early departure for the seat of war, 
where, notwithstanding every precaution, the 
mother knew he was sure to run great risks. 

The Prince Imperial heard many more cheers the 
day before his departure. A luncheon was offered 
to the entire garrison of Saint Cloud and to the 
detachment of the Cent Gardes stationed at Sevres. 
The tables were spread in the yard of the barracks 
where all drank the health of the heir to the Im- 
perial throne and the youth of fourteen was loudly 
acclaimed. Later, as he passed through the ranks, 
clothed in the uniform of a second lieutenant, his 
hand resting proudly on the hilt of his sword, and 
the military medal shining on his breast, many eyes 
were dimmed with tears. This is one of the most 
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Hadly Hwt'i'i iiu'inorit’H Uint f clioriHli—lhiH young lad 
vSo full of proniiHo, tho loud ('huoriiig of the mc-Ui, 
hopoH of Huccu'HH lu ovory hrcaiHt, conlidonco hi tlio 
fuluro; and tlien, on tlio rcvi'r.so .side of the medal, 
(liHaBter, exili* and lh(‘ tragedy of Zuliiland. 

On tin* day following thin baiaiind llu; Fmptu’or 
and (he Priiuu' Imperial left for th(‘ army, hi tlio 
private part (»f the park, luair (lu‘ railroad from 
Sevri'H t«) Moniretout, oiu' may yi't nei* a muHliroom- 
.shaped Hhelttw, roofed witli thateli and surrounded 
hy iron enndc^lahra. ddiis was ladhal “the Fmian*- 
nr’H Htatiim,” and from (his spot the imp(*r!al train 
was neeuHfomed to set forth wlam tin* sovereign left 
Saint ('haul for a jtniruey, 
ddu' palace of Saint (Uoud was veiy animated on 
(he rnonung of July 28, 1870. Prlnc4»Ba Mathilde, 
Prince Napoleon and Pnncu'Hs Olotilde, Prince and 
PrincesH Murat, Princ-e and Priiicess lionaparte, the 
high ofheerH who were halving with thi‘ Imperial 
party, tln> ministers, ladies and odieerH of the liouse- 
hidtl, a few intimati' friends invited for the fart'well 
all thesi* were' gathmaul at tin* castle on this heauti» 
fill Hummer ilay. 

About tell oVloek the earriages entered tile gar- 
dens Hitnnted in front of (la* private apartments, and 
shortly afterwards the Fmperor, wearing the me 
dri'HH mdforin of a geniTuI, enim» hirth fnan llu* 
Halon Vermd neeompanietl hy tin* Finpress luul the 
Prince Imperial. Apparently very calm, tin* Km- 
peror Hptske to all pia'sent. Mueh nnn'ed hut 
striving md to show her emotion the Kmpress 
hung haek Komewhat, whih* the Prineo Im 
porial, gracefully wearing the uniform of n Heeond 
lieutenant of the (hiani, went from oin* person to 
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another, chatting rather cxcifctlly hut thinking in 
this way to appear at eaHO. Vef the emotiun uf that 
child of fourteen, with liin afTeeticmafe mu! teiuler 
nature, on tho eve of halving hin nudher l»r the 
first time, was wholly exeusahle. 

At tho extremity of the ternuM*, tin* laiiiprrtjr niul 
the Emproaa got into our (*arriag(\ mu! sunn nil tlw 
other carriages were filled with (he nlVu'er-i, niinlH^ 
ters, and frienda, A few of tin* invited gueMlH were 
on foot Soon all were gathered nrouinl the ‘’inuHh- 
room.” Tho parting nnmient at length had eome. 
The Emperor got into the Irniu ainl the rest uf the 
party began to do likewise. There wan a t'easelesH 
succession of brilliant nniforniH, fur hesiden the 
aidos-do-camp and onh'dien who were tu aeeompaiiy 
tho Emperor, lu* also hud with him Major (l«*rH*rid 
Loboouf, and (leiierals Dtniai, Uehrnn, de Kailly, 
Bourhnki and Prossnrd, who wtTe Mtarting tu join 
their various cor|JH. “\Vh\% it in like a regiment 
leaving I” exclaimed the I'hn]H*rt*r to the Kinpress, 
endeavoring to foree a Htnile. 

A friend has written ; 

^‘The Empress, deeply movial, sffnal un tin* pint- 
form, trying with great effort to hide her emotiuti 
and to appear calm in the midsl uf the msguiMh she 
felt as mother and wife. Then, there were her 
anxieties as regent, on whom was to weigh the lieavy 
burden of a crown wdiieh might topple over a! ftu' 
slightest touch ami crush her in it^ f.'ill. n«er itgaiu 
she kissed the Emperor nml jjer f^ofi. The Urinee 
gave her a last afTeclitnmti* rHiigjisg einliraee, and 
turned to shake hands with fln»He aruunti him, while 
tho Emperor closely scanned ttiuse wliu mirruiiiiiled 
Jnmi Jest b© might have tiverliioki*d souip uiii» to 
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wnom ne nad not said larewell. Tliiis he perceived 
one of his chamberlains, and exclaimed: ‘Ah! dn 
Manoir, I have not said good-by to yon.’ 

“These were the Emperor’s last words at Saint 
Clond, for the signal for starting had been given 
and the train, with a lend, shrill whistle, slowly 
began to move off. ‘Always do your duty, Louis,’ 
said the Empress at this moment in a voice choked 
with emotion; and, at the same moment every one 
uncovered, while a loud cry of ‘Long live the Em- 
peror!’ arose. It was the last time that this shout 
was raised at the palace of Saint Cloud. 

“The Emperor, leaning out of the carriage win- 
dow, threw a farewell kiss to the Empress, who 
remained motionless, her eyes fixed on the husband 
whom fate was dragging from her, and on the son 
leaving her so young, to become the sport of cir- 
cumstances. The Emperor’s sad, kind face was seen 
until the train reached the gateway where the 
branch joins the main line. Then he crossed to the 
other side of the carriage and bowed to the inhabi- 
tants of Montretout who had assembled to cheer him 
and wave their farewell. 

“At the last moment, just before the train quite 
disappeared, a handkerchief was seen fluttering 
from one of the oar windows. It was the Prince Im- 
perial thus sending a last good-by to his mother, 
and to France ! Then the turning of the road hid all 
from sight and the Empress shook off the stupor 
which had seized her. Walking towards her car- 
riage, she gave free vent to her emotion and, hiding 
her face in her handkerchief, sobbed bitterly. And 
thus ended this sad separation with all its lament- 
able aftermath.” 
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TUB PKINOBVS ‘‘BAPTISM OF FIRFP» 

Tlio post-chaiHo Btariad toward Vordmi, X)roccd(ul, 
as has boon said, by tho Oardes, and I’ollowud by two 
Hqiiadrona of lanecrs. On nuiohin^ Doricoiirt, tho 
latter were replaced by a portion of Ibo African 
corps of General Margueritte, comniandcal by 
(Colonel do GallilTet. Several times the Bnit)eror 
mentioned this satisfaction at seeiiiK tlie Marcpiis clt* 
GallifTet at Ihe, lu'ad of tlu^ eHc.ort, and assiinHl him 
that, in tiu' midst of his KoIdi(‘rs, he felt no anxiety 
regarding his H(m’H safidy. 

And yet tlu're was e.onsiderabh' danger. Tin* 
(‘iitnny was ho near at Imnd that the laneern Innl, 
while returning to tlieir eanip,n skirmish with a tnup) 
(»f (J(‘rman seouts, A ft'w jniti‘H furtluT on, while 
hmching al Btain, tin* Bmperor and Jiis (*HCort nar- 
rowly eseaped being taken prisoners. Hut tliey 
fmally reached VG'rdnn safely at nine (Pehuik, where 
no time was lost, ns it was dt^sirahh' to reach 
(difdoiiH as (piickly as pos.sihh* in the h(tp(‘ of nuud- 
ing the fragments (d' MaeMahon’s army and tin? 
other troops who wma* to try to relieve liaxaine 
from his despi'rate situation, d'he Bmperor and the 
Prince Imperial look tin* train, then*f(»rt', at eleven 
o’clock at night and arrived at (’hahms at daybreak. 
The Prince viHit<‘d tin* camp, and wa.s <*nthns- 
iastically grec'ted (‘verywhen* in spiff* of tin* com 
fusion in the ranks and the hatl news cmistanily 
received. This warm welctime at ('hfthmH was fme of 
the last pleasant renn‘nihrnin*es he had srf those sad 
days, Mon* than tmee in afb*r years, he sptjkr* of It 
with the Bmpertm ami the Bmpress, when, which 
rarely happ<‘in‘d, they went «nn*r again that dark 
epoch during our Bnglish exile. 

On August ttlst the Bmpmajr reached C'ourcelks, 
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near Reims, where he received, on the following day, 
a visit from M. Ronher and Marshal MacMahon, 
with whom he discussed various plans in view of 
future events. A few minutes after the departure of 
M. Rouher on August 23rd, the detachment of the 
Gent Gardes was ordered to escort the Prince Im- 
perial to Rethel, where the Prince stopped at the 
Suh-PrefecPs residence. A dinner was given in his 
honor, at which he “conducted himself in a manner 
that would have done credit to a full-grown man,’ 
said to the Empress, later, one of those present. 

The Emperor came on the following day, by way 
of Betheniville, and, until August 27th, remained 
with the Prince Imperial at Tourteron, on the road 
between Rethel and Sedan. The Emperor was 
naturally loath to quit his son, but military and 
dynastic interests both demanded this sacrifice; so 
it was at Tourteron that the Emperor and Prince 
Imperial finally separated, Napoleon going to Le 
Chesne, while the Prince left for Mezieres, with 
Captain Duperre, Comte Clary, Major Lamey, and 
Viscomte d’Aure, as equerry. A corporal and two 
men preceded them, while Lieutenant Watrin rode 
on the right of the carriage. 

On Sunday, the 28th, they passed through Sedan, 
where they witnessed an uncalled for panic, which 
awakened the growing suspicions of the young 
Prince that all was not going well. On the road near 
Vrigne-aux-Bois, they met an ambulance. The 
Prince requested it to halt, enquired after the 
wounded and gave the men some money. What he 
was told by these poor fellows confirmed his sus- 
picions. He felt pretty sure that all was not well ; 
but he said nothing. On Monday, the 29th, they 
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readied Mezieres, where they did not stop but went 
on the next day through Avesnes and Landrecies, 
where the Prince was loudly and enthusiastically 
dheered. These cheers gave the boy fresh hopes ; his 
spirits were kept up by the novelty of the surround- 
ings, and the continual change of place, view and 
people. “He charmed us all by his good nature and 
seriousness,” said one of his companions to me 
later; “though he intuitively felt that something 
was wrong, he discreetly put no awkward questions, 
which was not the least praiseworthy peculiarity of 
his conduct under these most trying circumstances.” 

The whole party suffered the greatest anxiety all 
the time during this journey, which was of necessity 
accomplished in a very stealthy and round-about 
manner. On Sunday came the news of the disaster 
at Sedan, which, of course, augmented this nervous- 
ness and rendered it still harder to keep the truth 
from the intelligent Prince. As long as possible this 
last catastrophe was hidden from him, and he flatly 
refused at first to join in the retreating movement. 
The secret was still kept, and for two days longer he 
remained ignorant of the defeat in the Ardennes 
and the revolution at Paris. 

There has been much discussion over the reasons 
that prompted Captain Duperre to order those in 
the suite of the Prince to say nothing to him of out- 
side events. Those who were familiar, however, with 
the chivalrous character of the young heir, readily 
understood why such a course had been adopted. 
‘ ‘ He did not merely like danger, he adored it, ’ ’ has 
very justly been remarked by M. Filon, the former 
tutor of the Prince Imperial ; and everything was to 
be feared with a youth of his temperament. Con- 
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porial niilliorilit'H ri‘ad: “Lt'av’e hjinualiately for 
They (sanu* in (he fonn of a telegram 
from M. Filoii, who wa.s earryiiig out the instruo- 
tioiiH of the Uegeue.y. It was naturally felt by tho 
frientlH of the fhn{hre that with the KmpreHH and 
the IT'inee Imperial Hufis “iinything wan ponaible 
in th(» chaoH which then reigned in France,” aa a 
fri(‘nd rcmnirktul. 

When it waH announced (o (he rrince Imperial 
that he niUHt (piit French noil, lu' naturally objeetiHl; 
hut whem at last he found hc‘ must submit, lu* (pdetly 
dimlaul into tht* bi-euk which was to take him ami 
hiH ot1ic4WH to FeiguicH amt hadi- a touchiiig fare- 
well to Watrin, Hut, he Haiti nothing. ‘‘The boy*a 
big heart wan too full to Hpeak,” Haid one of the 
cHcorl. Tlu» fugitives went by train from Feigtiioa 
to Murw, whert* again tlu^ Prince Imperial Bhowed 
HigUB of rebellion, and it wnis not witlumt tlifficulty 
that bin object ituiH were overcome. It Hhould be 
borm^ in mind that he knew nothing of what had oc- 
curred, and eould not understand (*xaetly why he 
waH recpiested, or rather made, to leave Franee. In 
vain he heggjsl (he ofltci'rH to <!isregard the orders 
wdiieh luul imw eome both from Paris and Sedan; 
in vain h(‘ pneHtitmed nil urtnmd him, trying to ol)» 
lain Home eh'W; lad he liually yielded to Dnperre’a 
firm determination to oht*y instruetioiiH. 

At Mons tht‘y found it imptishible to get a ear- 
riage when they reaelnnl (In* Hiation. The Prince 
and his escort had to walk to the Frown Hotel, 
where, in Ljaiis Napoleon, hin gramlfatlum, 

had «t<}ppcd, and when*, in IHH), N'njmleon and Ma- 
rie lamiHc stayed tm the way to Hac»kt‘U. This fact 
was notcfd by the Princi* in a little diary kept during 
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Ms early years. A coiripaci crowd iillcd tlu* h 
in front of the hotel and coniinentH uf id! Hmin 
the air. But cverylhing said was ttf a n'sp 
nature and the people showed lunch syuipatli 
the unfortunate hoy and his fnilhrul esrorf. 

After a short rest at .Mt»ns, prepamthmH 
made for coniinnin/i^ the journey* Aeeordinij t 
ther instructions t(d(‘f(raphed by Ihe Einper<n\ 
tain Duperre again gave the signal to «lej>arl 
in order to mislead ihe waiting pettpU* who tl« 
to see once again the fngitiveH, the Prinee ai 
X)arty were driven to tin* station in tin* hotel 
bus. “That shows a demoenitit*. spirit,’' rein 
one of the hystaiidm-s ns tlu‘y drove up to tiie 
“I like that,” said another; 'She Honapartr 
not afraid to i’einind the puhllt* now aial fli 
their popular origin.” Hdie Priiu-e linperini 
noted these remarks lumseU', smileil pleusimtly 
ho heard them. A special train wa.s in readine; 
him, and in order to hide their real niovmnenls 
the crowd, the Prince ami his suite got infu an 
train which was stumling in the Htatitm, Phe) 
ply passed Ihrougli this train hy the oppimih* 
and entered tiie Hpeeiul fur Vervi«*rs. 'rids 
ponod on September 4lh, at eight in the ev« 
and at one o’clock the train stopped at Xi 
whore further iuHtructiouH were awaited. 

The Emperor, a priHuner and mi ld« v\ay to 
sel, had hoped to meet Iuh sun at Verviera, me 
an instant, imagined that the Prince might, 
few days at least, be a temporary prinoner wit! 
But the instructioiiB received hy the PniHHian 
eral who accompanied tliu Emperor ileMlroys 
these pleasant expectalimm. Therefore, the 
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pcror Biully pcavo orders to (^mite Clary, wlio had 
come to meet him, while tin* Prince Imperial was 
at Nnmnr, that the latter Hhould go to England, 
enwHing by Onlerul and Dover. 

Up to tluH point, an Iuih already been aaid, the 
Prinei' Impen’ial had been k(‘pt in ignorance of the 
tragedy which had jimt oceiirnMl But now, with the 
aHHintaiUH* <if Comtc' de Bailhd, Uovernor of Namur, 
Cfiptniu Dnperre and Comte (hary ex'pIaiiK'd to the 
child all that had taken pbua* tlie Emp(‘ror a pria- 
oner, the Empiia* ovmdhrown, his mot law on tlie 
rcaid Iti England, tin* (lermnn armn vietoriouH on all 
HideH. The Imy heard thcHi* dreadful revi‘lationH 
without uttering a word. It ha.s been said that he 
gave vent tt» ei’rlnin exprcHHionn of Borrow and ixs- 
gret, but thin in untrue. For a long time ho re- 
mained Hilent, drawing hiniHelf up proudly and atif- 
fening every mUBeh* ngaiuBt (he eruel anguiHh which 
oppn'HHed him. When the time eame to Hit down to 
table, he wuh pah* but ealm and barely touelied 
the food whieh wan put b»*fore him. Du leaving hia 
boat, tin* (lovi‘rnor, tin* Prince tbanki*d him mont 
warmly ami naked how be could nbow bin gratitude. 
“By two linen of your writing, nighnt*Ha,“ aaid 
(kunle ch* Baillet. Tlu*n the Prinet* alowly wrote with 
a firm liaml on a nbeet of paper IbeHc words: “Af- 
fectionate and grali’ful rt'membranceH. Namur, Sep- 
tember 5, IHTt). IiouiH Napoleon.” 

At three rPdock that afternoon a carriage drew 
up before a ainall gale lemling iuto tin* Namur sta- 
lion. The Prince jumped out with a light Htep and 
walked rapidly to the BtatiommaHter’a ofhee, where 
he awaited the tle|mrture of the train, talking mt*an- 
whilo affably with Uohmel tJotlinel, Military^ (kmi- 
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maiider of Namur, aiul with (’<»hiiu*l lUu'ft/.v 
of these gentlonuui wrote in a privali* let for 
days aftei'wanla: ‘‘ You would never hav(' in 
from his words and nnunuT that this lad hatl ] 
for the firsi time, hut an Inmr or ho hefor 
his parents were prisoners or fugitivi'H likt* 1 
and that tin* throin* on which hi* had t^vpss 
sit one day was broken to pieces. 'Flic Priii 
pcrial was a man at fourteen.” 

When tho IVinee appejiretl on the pli 
women bowed low and men silently umnn'ert 
a fooling of genuine pity and sympathy f« 
youth, who, pale and e.alm, rfduriied th»‘ir enu 
with a sad smih* that spoke* vedumt's. “ At th 
time there was a e.t'rlaiu manly dignity about 
said one of the on-lotvki'rs, “that would lu 
tracted attention evem If lu* luul lud bi*en assi 
with such a terrihh* political eatastrophe.” 

At eight that evening tiu* Prims* mnl his I 
reached Ostciid station, where his approaehi 
rival had been announced by telegraph. Aj- 
people were gathered there* out of itlit* curio 
see tho fallen Prinet*, he asked tt> he permi 
leave the station by a little gati* which far 
hotel whore he was to stop. Then* was sume d 
opening this gate, so the Prince, l»oy like. . 
climbed over it, much to tin* surprised adm 
of a few bystanders. At Osteml im spent «sm 
in the Hotel d’Allemagne, nml on the ftdbnvi; 
a boat from the yacht, Hea-tfinl, hchmgtng !<» 
Dumonoeau, carried tho IVince tt) tin* wteam 
Count of Flanders, commantleti by Pier 
G4rard. Shutting himself in the enhili oocu| 
the Belgian king when he makes thlH or 
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F!*inc'(‘ f.muH canu^ oii doak only whan the boat had 
lafi thi' harbor, Iho (•xpcriaiit c-rowd waiting in 
vain to catch a glance (>!' liiiii. Fivt' hours later the 
Htinimcr nnichcd 1)o\mt. The young Prince got into 
the H|a‘cial train which was to take him tt) IlastingB, 
wljen*, on the following day tlu' I'hnpn'SM, who had 
crossed from Peauvilh* tt> Kyde on Sir John fhir- 
goytie’H yacht, drew her beloved son to h(*r arms, 
and theri‘, shortly afterwards, they received the 
ntnvH tjf Xnpijh'on’s ari'ival at Wilhelnmhtihe. Thia 
meeting, after so many anxitiUH days cd’ sc'paration, 
was balm to the iiearts of both mother and son. 

Print •CH.S Murat, the 1 btcln 'S.S(* tie Mtaichy, the wife 
of Mnrslud ('nnrobert, (he Manpiis tit' Lavahdtt*, tlie 
Dtin (It* (Iranumt ami tilher imiandant and faithful 
nunnhers t»f tin* htnisehohl hnsttmed to join them iti 
I'higlnml, nml, at tin* end of the week, M, Fllnn was 
again tt* In* tounii at his |m|aPH sidt', mueh to the 
etnnftirt of the Prlnee Imiierinl, who was tU'eply at- 
taehed lt> this hairneti nml ulTahle ytiung selmlar. A 
few wet'ks lati'i’ M. Fibm asketl tti ht' admitteil into 
tin' ranks of the army c»f the Inure, but (lamhetta 
caused Idin tti be arrested and scat back to Kng“ 
land, whiTc la* renmined with the Prince until the 
latter’s death. 

Tliis montlPH terrible experieiuws made an indelF 
hie imprt'Hsiitn on the fresh iienrt of the young 
Prince. If was the hrsi tiim* that he had been Hepa-“ 
rated from Ids family and that his quic't and welF 
ordered home life hail lieen tiisturbed. It was his 
initial |ilniige into the real existence* of the real 
worltl, a plnagc made uihUt mt»s| e*xtraoreHnary cir- 
cumstances. He had btnut bmg studying military 
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campaigns and, in a word, playing at war. During 
tkis fateful month, of August, 1870, he had caught 
glimpses of actual warfare, had heard the firing of 
death-hearing cannon and had looked into the faces 
of men wounded on the battle-field. These scenes 
completed his military education and made a soldier 
of him. Here was received the initial incentive 
which carried hfin to South Africa and to his tragic 
death. It was also during this campaign of 1870 
that he underwent his first great sorrow and under- 
went it alone, in “the isolation of self”; for rare is 
the case of a boy of his tender age having to bear 
up alone against such cruel blows of misfortune 
as those which assailed him- in the first days of Sep- 
tember, when he learned of the disasters which had 
befallen Prance and the Empire. “In the two short 
months of August and September, 1870, 1 developed 
more mentally than I developed bodily,” he once 
said, “during the whole seven years from fourteen 
to my majority.” And all those who knew the 
Prince Imperial intimately will agree with this as- 
sertion. 

In the early seventies the restoration of the Im- 
perial regime seemed imminent to many minds both 
inside and outside of Prance. In 1874 the first anni- 
versary of the Emperor’s death was widely and feel- 
ingly observed, and on March 16th of the same year 
the constitutional majority — eighteen — of the 
Prince Imperial was enthusiastically celebrated at 
Chislehurst. He performed his part in the proceed- 
ings with great dignity, manliness and composure. 
The Empress stood at his side, surrounded by all 
the digmtaries and ladies of the former court, when 
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the time came for him to deliver his speech. The 
young man mastorod tiis omotion and road liis dec- 
laration in a firm voice. His mother was never 
more proud of him than at the moment when he 
concluded. She felt that he had passed through the 
ordeal successfully, and this mother’s judgment, so 
apt to be too partial, was confirmed immediately by 
the plaudits of the large concourse of friends and 
supporters. Barely had the last words been pro- 
nounced, when the vast crowd began to press to- 
ward the platform on which the Prince stood, and 
so great was the crush, that it was with consider- 
able difficulty that he got safely back into the house. 
In fact, it looked for the minute as though the 
Prince would be borne away on the shoulders of the 
excited multitude. But finally the people calmed 
down, and then began the curious and interesting 
reception of the various delegations. I particularly 
remember the representatives of the Paris market 
women, with that characteristic Mme. Lebon at their 
head. When she reached the Prince, she kissed him 
on both cheeks, and, somewhat confused, said to 
him: ‘‘Your Majesty may be interested to know 
that twenty-two years ago — ^before you were born — 
I saluted in this same way the Emperor, at the ball 
given by the market committee.” We were much 
amused at the title which the good woman gave to 
the Prince. “It showed what she was thinking,” 
remarked the Prince at the dinner which followed. 
“She was only a little too ‘previous,’ ” added a san- 
guine but prudent guest. 

That a strong current of opinion in favor of the 
Prince was beginning to show itself cannot be de- 
nied. Some of the friends who had come over from 
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Franco niul now naw him R>r th«‘ flrat tiim* Hiuci* 
lio began to pass fnim Imyhocni lu iimnhtnnl, fx- 
proBsed Hurpriso that !u‘ Hlumltl rmimin in a fnr»ngn 
land inalinui td' rotuniingtn !•’^alJo^’ with tliinn. Thu 
FmproHH iVli, howevor, limt it w«ni!d ln» nnwiaa to 
go to W'ork Ho rapidly. Slo* tu'g‘’d iiiodoration an 
thoBo wlnt Hliow(‘d too mm’h anhtr. Oorply wtnnuh'd 
by all th(‘ hibuUh and all flio injtiHtii’oH wliirh had 
boon lioapi'd upon tin* Hnipon»r and lii'rHotf »in«* 
the war, it wuh hard ftu' lior to hidon t* that llio niovt* 
mont which had conmunun'd in 1^7;! and wliirh had 
bocn mouundurily chcckotl by tho dratii of tin* Km- 
peror and tln^ youth cd" tin* Priiiro Imporini, wiw 
now really taking sedid form. Hut gratiunlly jiIio 
began to roali'/.c (hat tin* tlronm wijm IjiH’unting » 
nnility and that tin* ilay was drawing rn*nr wln'it tin* 
I’rincu* Imperial might lartune noei’SHitry.” Ktn 
genic was (ddn’lly brought round hi thi« vinw by tln» 
roitoralcd HtuicrmmlH to thi^ elTort whirh riimo fnnn 
tho gencrulH, the ccujlemrtHlics ninl, of courm*, from 
tho politiciaiiH wIuj came over to Hnglaini in inereiin- 
ingnnmbcrH after the hrllliiuit cerennmieM of March 
16th. 

1 ought to add right hen* that them ia no Irntli in 
tho aBHcriion which lias been ho often rniid«* that 
tho Hrinci* Imperial and the Kniiireiiii were md in 
accord at tluK time. The I’rinre t?ontiniied hiii mili* 
tary atudi(‘H at Woolwich, but m lutlkliiys he Wi»iild 
rooedvo men of influence in tin* Hoi}fi|iiirli,4 pnrty. 
by whom lu; wuh ki*pt widl infonni'd concerning the 
whole politicud Hilnntion in Fraiia? iiinl oiiinitlr of 
the country, Tliey wime hot Is figrei«l in rrgiird to 
his lino of conduct, AnyVsiuiy wdio in nt nil ic*|iiiiitil- 
ed with tho homo life at (‘hiah'lmr^t Itiowp that llicy 
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worked together for the best interests of the regime ; 
but they must not he held responsible for the differ- 
ences of opinion which unquestionably existed in 
the party and which both strove to assuage. Some 
of the more energetic leaders did not approve of the 
rather temporizing policy of M. Rouher and would 
have preferred seeing a more aggressive man at the 
head of the Bonaparte interests. The Duke of 
Padua was often put forward for this post. So was 
G-eneral Fleury, who had shown so much devotion to 
the Bonapartes and the cause. There had been a 
time when these two excellent men were not on 
friendly terms. But both realized that if the Bona- 
partes were to succeed, there must be union in rank 
and file. So they quicMy buried their differences 
in the co mm on interests. The Empress had great 
confidence in M. Rouher, but this did not prevent 
her from taking the advice of other friends of the 
Empire. The Prince Imperial acted in the same 
catholic fashion, and here again mother and son 
were of quite one mind. He would study the whole 
situation thoroughly and then would arrive at a 
conclusion whose correctness often surprised those 
who remembered his youth at the time. So it be- 
came more and more evident that he was the “re- 
serve” of the conservative party of Prance, espe- 
cially since the Comte de Chambord had, the year 
bef ore, put himself in a position where he could not 
hope modem Prance would follow him. His return 
to France was possible, if the general situation took 
a favorable turn. Mother and son both felt this and 
both saw what a new and responsible position was 
theirs. This alone would have more than sufficed to 
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cause union between Ibom, if tiiiion hiui not al- 
ready ex Lstod , , , I 

In 1875, after a atny at AreiilM'iXt where the 
iVnice Ituperial and the EinpreHn widiuimed a few 
friends from France, tln'v deeithnl t{» travel in Italy, 
There was no danger ol atiy pnlititnil nieiotini? hetnj^ 
attached to this Jouriu*y* partienlarK an tin* I rinee 
was to travel im'(»guito under the name uf thmte de 
PierrefondH. At HclhiKh* they parted, the KmpreHH 
^oing to Milan, whih* tite Priiiee euntiime*! nii to 
Verona. llnreeogniy*ed, he vinited the hatlle-flehl 
of Solferino and tot>k great iniereM in this inslrue- 
tivo excursion, so fit ting for tin* heir of n military 
dynasty, and U)r liiuiHi*!!’, wlm wan ahvaya «meh 
attracted hy military matterH. The IVimn* Imperial 
was devoted to stich Htutlies, not alone heeiiuse he 
considered It a duty, hut ehietly heentwi* it suited 
his tastes. 

After Solferino, he went to Xtngeiitn. Hut now 
his incognito no longer Hliielded Inm, ami it tieeame 
impossible to escape the syinpidhetic tlenmimt ra- 
tions which everywhere greeted Hie non uf him who 
had been the Liherntor of Italy. The Priiiee’H de- 
parturo from Milan had lc*aked mi, nnd when he 
reached Magenta, In* found the Munieipid Founeil 
awaiting him, while the roml wiw lined hy crowds 
of people who grtuded him with loud am! eontiiumua 
ohccra. 

In Milan, immherlesH marka t»f aym|mthy wen* 
shown the Empress, but she avoicha! iw far ns poS’ 
sible all receptions, though some attenlionM eoidd 
not bo refused wdllumt showing greater imiifTereuce 
than she enred to assume. The population of Milan 
was thanltod for its attentioiiH, and at Florence, 
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at the Hlation, where tlio neifchboring Btroota wore 
ao crowded that it was almoat iaipoHaible to leave. 
So denao waa the crowd Hiirroiuuling tlu‘. eutranoo 
that several times the Knipress cried out as the 
carriage passed: “Take Both were deeply 

moved by these friendly acts. Italy and, above all, 
the Italian (lovcununeni had Hcumied to forget so en- 
tirely all the servie('H the Kaiiperor had rendered 
to the country ami to the ca\is<‘ of Italian unity that 
thes(^ maiufestationH might well occasion some sur- 
priH(‘, 

During tin* six wc'i'ks spent in the Tuscan capital, 
there was a perpetual round of rc'ceptions, dinm'rs, 
and even balls given in Imnor of the Ihinee. The 
EnpjrcHH lived in retirement in a villa situated at 
tlie gatt'H of Florence and did not take part in the 
social twents. A fVw' friends frcun I’m nee had 
joined tlio party, who g{‘m*rally aeeonipanied the 
I*rinee, while others kt‘pt the Ihnpress company. 
Among these were M. Iiouh(M% ehit'f of the Imperial 
party in France, Prince .loachim Murat, General 
KHpinnHso’a son, who had been a friemd of the Prince 
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vancod, partleipatod in the artillery iiHuunivt^r 
took loHHoiiH in military art fnmi a %aTy i 
guishod oHieor oi’ tlu' Italian artny, Majtir Mii 
On I)cmnl)(‘r IHth, a('outupaiii<ni hy M. H 
and rriuco Joachim Murat, the Em|ircs,H an 
Prince left for Rome, where Popt’ Pina IX nv 
the vlait of his godson. 1'hey wen* welemneti j 
Vatican with all diu* Ijomu's, an»i the Hsily V 
showed them marked utTeetltui. ''rids visit w 
considcrablo conuneut lurth in Rome am! in Fi 
tho oxtrome parties in both countrieH Hpeakin 
loiull}’’ on tin* Hubjeet. Hfone innintaineil tha 
Prince Imperial had r(‘(|«t'Hti‘d tin* asHistanee t 
IFoly Father in ptdiiienl matters, while other 
not hesitate to assert (hat Pius IX liad lu'eti mm 
noyed hy a visit whieli he did not demre and 
not rcrus(*, and had been (‘Xtrerindy cold in his 
Tier towards the Empress ami law son. Then 
no truth in either of these Htatements. The ei 
the Pope was quih* natural 'Pin* Empress an 
Prineo were in Italy, there wan no dominant | 
cal object in view, and it was simply an net c 
spoct and defc'rence on the part of a t'hristiai 
very deeply religious Prince towards the (’hi 
his Church, a mark of alTection on the part of a 
son towards his godfather. At leant, such wa 
light in which it was regardeti hy host and gm 
After the visit to Ronn*, the Imperial part 
turned to Florencus wlume they remnimal thn 
out tho winter of 1875-IH7(>. Again, they toe 
the same stylo of living, half military, half «. 
The Prince was evidently appreciated in the 
ontine society. Besich's the BonaparR’ I*riiie 
and other conneetions of the family who paid ^ 
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to him, many infimmlial mcmh^'rB of official and 
ariHlocral ic circles c.anu' (o (>ny tlu'ir rcHpcctH. But 
in May the Priiict' returned lu BhiKlund, while the 
BlmprcHH went to Kpend sam(‘ wi'eks in Spain. 

Tin* visit fe Italy laid mart* impcH’tanci' than would 
appear at first blush. It should In* remembert‘d that 
in 1875 an ohl soldier of the Sisuanl Bhnpirt*, Mar- 
shal MacMahon, was I*r(*si<lent of B’rance, and that 
in the National Assi’inbly was a strong and com- 
pact body (if deputies (hdermined to briiif^^ hack 
the Blmpire. New Bonnpartisf deputi»‘s were Is'ln^ 
continually eh*eti‘tl, and lln' repubfa’an party at 
this moment was very nervous about this ttnniency 
of the electornti* to choose BonuiuirtistH. This trip 
to Italy indlrt'ctly aiiled in tin* political work at 
home by hrinpiiK the Prince Imperial betkiri* tho 
public of BVnnce and Bhiropt* in ^((*neral. 

At (’hlslehurst, ilie politteul visits which had been 
intc*rruplcd by tin* journey to Italy, now recom- 
meneed. 'flu* I’rinee Imperial was a^^aiii visiti-tl by 
his fatln'r’s friends, ami the friends of his eliildhood, 
who cann* to see him tme at a tinn*, \vhem‘V(‘r they 
were fr(*t‘, for many of them had entered the mili- 
tary Hclmols. One hy om* alsij ennn* tin* Deputies 
of the Bonapnrtist ^rtaip in tin* Assembly, who had 
long converHutiiniH with the* young Prince. At the 
same tinn* tin* latter n*snmeil his military studies, 
and took pari in the sports which an* considi’red 
neoeasary to a priuc(‘ly edueatioii. 

It wm at this mom«‘nt that (he Priin'e Imperial, 
dcHirouH of {•xercising the sole right wliieh had been 
left to him as a citizen, hy tin* decret* which exiled 
him, asked Prince Murat to rt‘preHent him on the 
cwaalon of tlui annual drawing of lots for (smscrip- 
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tion. Ho was now appnnichtuK twtnitvHjm’ 
Prince’s namo was not on the lint, linwt*vt‘r, 
spite of ropontod donmiuis it was n«»t 
onoiip;!), for him to try his chanre in 1.^77. P 
lowing' year, howovtn’, Priiu't* Xhirat, asstHtini 
Roulier, was abh^ (o fidiil tiu' nds.Hiun in! nu 
liim. When the naim* of Btnin]>arte was rnlli 
Prince advaneed to the oHirial who was ntalii^ 
tho old Palace of Imlnstry, when* lofn were 
for tho first ward of Paris, and drew the n 
307, But the law of exile wonld permit tlie 
Imperial to go no further. He emdd not enl 
French army, and Sfj a year lat»T he joined tie 
ish forces in South .XTricn with tlie tragic 
known to llie world. The Italian visit let! up 
fatal step, for it was in Italy that In* nmeeiv 
idea of going into aetivi' military lifi*, an it| 
planted in his young hrniu i»y his dai! y as.Nsu 
with some of the eager and ambitiuuH young i 
of the King’s fine army. 


on A PTE U VTI 


THE DEATH OE THE inUNC'E IMDKitTAL 

At 9 o’clock, od oiu' iHoriiiiJjj: in March, 1H79, the 
Prince IiniJerinl, accompanied l)y tin* EmpreHs and 
a few ollierK, Htarted from t’hislehnrHt on that fatal 
jourin*)' to South Afri<*a. d'he day lu'fon', la* wredo 
an followH k'nllier (haldnrd, of tin* OhiKlelmrr.t 
cliurch; “I trust you will not think that the hasto 
of my di'partun* and the many detalla 1 must see to 
are causiuK nu* to foix^’t my dutiea an a Ohnatian. 
To-morrtiw I shall j?o at half past seven to confesH 
and n'ceivi* lady communion ftm the last time in 
OhiHhdmrst chapel, where I hope to he burled, if 
I die,** 1 copy from the ori/^inal letter, which I saw 
and which tin* Empress once possesHed. Of course, 
the latter felt (pute uma’rved at his de|)nrture. But 
the Prinee appcairtsl ealm and energetic, lie said 
good'hy to all wlm had come to see him otT and many 
of whom Wi*rc» in tears. He tried to ccmifort them. 
I must confess that the Euipress wc»pl most of the 
way to Hontiiampton and at the dinner, when the 
g«*nf*ralH present drank her laadth and tliai of the 
Prinei*. Wlam tla» ship sailed ofT, I wtdl reimunbor 
that she nearly fainted in the supporting arms of 
dear friends. The Prinen* was much moved, but kept 
a wonderful control over his feelings. 

I have ftdt that these memoirs would not be com- 
plete without some account of the death of the 
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Prince Imperial. For tiiia rcannii I have inHertod 
a cliapter (leKcrihirig this terrible Ira^etly. 

My ffitiun* wuH a (leneral anti AiiibitHhatlt^r (sf the 
Second Empire. From httylitHHi ! hatl heeii the plny» 
mat (5 of tlu‘ Primu! Imperial ami ime tif the 
watcliera who kepi ^uartl tiver Ium etidio the niKht 
before the burial at ChiHiehural, July IJ, 

On May 31, lH7h, the hrHl tfivisioii tsf tlie Newdi» 
gate oolumu of the Mngli.Hh artu) was eaiu|nng on 
the banka of the BUnni Uiver. in t'ape (‘td«my. The 
next day iho reat of the ettluum euter«*ti Zmlulniui 
and the two dlviHiouH started ttuvanlH Itelezi. Tin* 
Prince Imperial and Lieuleuaut Oarey started at 
half past eight, preceding the vauguani. M. Ihiul 
Deleage, of the P'itiara, wan with them at thin mt)*- 
ment but UeHilated to fuliow tluH reetuimntering 
party, though Oarey tolil liim tljey were going only 
a Blight way ahead of the main body, ’*ordy Hcven 
or eight milcB, when we Hhnii ibnude whert' the eamp 
shall bo pitched.” At thin tneuntmi the Prince cmni' 
up Eind said to M. DeEnge: little exetirHitui 

will not bo very interesUjig ti> ytut, you who have 
already gone ho far into Zuluiiu\d.” The Prince 
then asked for some paper to write n letter to Eu- 
rope, saying: ”l have just lumrd Hint Mr. ForbcH, 
who, if I am not mistaken, is the eorrenpomlent of 
the London Dailt/ News, in returning to ImndmnfpH 
Drift this morning. I want to ask him to take a let- 
ter to the airap post olBci*, hh tins will he our last 
chance to send nows to Europe for some days to 
come.” The Prince then went into a tent to write 
his letter. It was not given to Mr. Forbes, how- 
ever, though it did get into tho post and reaoh- 
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(‘d itn {U'Hltfinltcm. It wan 1Iit‘ luHt th(‘ iirilor- 

tuniitp IVinw i‘Vt‘r wruti*, juid it wan addn'HKPd tn 
lliH IllotluT. I will lldl ITOHH Itu' rrnllitlT,” lu» WTot** 
(n till* Knipri'HH, “witlumt iciviajit ymi iu'WH of 
Tha If itar Imn* I In* day jjI* th«‘ iiuaith, wliii'h wan 
Holdcaii tla* I’aHi* la tlu' iujrn‘H|»<»iHi(*iH*f of |lu‘ Id'iat'C 
lm|H*rial, nad i\m tlatt' wan ,hnu' lat. Tha unfor- 
timata ytiun^ laan Htaanad to r<«{‘l that thin whh an 
im|jortaal iiioiinoit ia liin rarfcr, 1ml prttimbly Haw 
ill it only tin* aid of croHnia^ intii thi' cafiay'.s coun- 
try. Or diet he have a pre.Hearaaeat of IjIh appruarh- 
iag death, tin ho often hapjHms in war? 'Phe Kni 
prcMH jdvvavH felt ko, thoarth the IiuhIh of her opin- 
ion wiiH the Hllrn fact «if her non ‘a having' IhuH dated 
hiH hint letter to her, and haviuji? Kuid thtTia'n one 
or two Htnuewdml rnyHterlouK thinici*. which, if forcad 
H(»inewhat, inlaid ^ive ctdor to tluH idea of promoni” 
tion. 

At the nionu'nt when Kont (’hi‘laiHford left the 
camp, follovvinif hin army, he anketl w'hen* hin young 
Htaff oHicer, the Krini*e InijM-rial, wan. An orttcer 
r«‘plietO ‘*The Prince in a little in ailvance of the 
column, with tNdomd llarriHtm.” 'IMiis nnHW'cr HatlB- 

fled laird Phelm.Hford. wdio alwavH Pdt tin* rcHpoiwi- 
hliity tlntl lay upon him in eoimei'tion with tin* prcH- 
dice of the Prince Ifnpt*rifd with the Brilinh army. 
In fuel, he hill! fccH-ivetl apecial iuHtnictionH from 
tliP British novernmeiit concendug the care he* w'hb 
to have Ilf the Prince. 

Oolmiel lliirriHon, i\h waa the cani* that day, with 
all the fiiiifT offlcern of (leneral XewiUgate, wan eape- 
ciidly charged with the HiiperviHiou of (he march of 
lliP triMijw and the progrcHH of the wagon traina; 
m Uittt he wijii not obliKed to he far abHcnt from 
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the vanguard, and ctnild, conHtHjni'utly* kc*{*|i un (70 
on tbo Prince. “NelHuIy iinaiifiiied that thf Prince 
and Licntenant (^arcy wcniU! fiirthcr tlmn 
Itelezi,” said to nn* out' of thoH(» present, “which 
was to be the camjjuif?: )iince that day td' tlie little 
army.” IIow happened it then that ord<TH wen* not 
obeyed and that tlu* catastrophe oceiirretl at a tnni- 
siderablo distance in advance of Iht* head of the 
column? Later, all the onic(*rH of the statT w(*re 
quostioTiGd on this point, and the Kinprens, wlien she 
mado her sad journey to Znlulnnd, went (jver the 
whole route follow(*d that day, hut neveral point s in 
that tragedy have never been stitlieiently i*xplnined 
and probably never will he. M. Uideage wrote in 
the Figaro an account of all IIuh, and tin* giat of it 
he has repealed to nn* i)n inon* tlian one oeeasion. 
On this point he. said to nu* j 
“I was with OoIoiH*! Montgomery when ho 
reached the Itelezi hill and lutsked round for the 
Prince. I saw Lord Ohehnsford and (hihmel Har- 
rison, but I did not see the Prince Iinperiid. I im- 
mediately concluded that the Prinee and Lieiileunnt 
Carey were awaiting us on the npol eitt>Men for the 
camp. A little further on I met Captain Htntdey, 
correspondent of the I^oiuhni Flumtard, wlni nidii to 
me: 

^Don't go any further; we are Ht«»ppiiig here.* 
don’t think that can he bo,* I annwereti, 'for 
if this wore the spot, as I got here* hrat, I should 
have aeon the Prince Imperial ami Lieutenant 
Carey, who came forward to select the Kpot for the 
camp.’ 

'Doesn’t the Prinoo wear yellow bootat* asked 
the Captain, 


148 



DEATH OP TIIP] PIUNCE IMPEKIAL 
“ ‘Ycfl/ I lUiBwerod, 

‘Tluni he* iH with the Lancora, for I havo just 
Boon with thoin a yoiin^ oflioor that corroaponda to 
your doHcription of tln^ Prinoci IniporiaL’ 

“Prom otlior hujuirioa whioh I mndo during: tho 
aftonioon, 1 wan Hatistlod that Hit* Frinoo wan witli 
na, imtil ttiwartla ovi'nlu.ar, whon I had juai outorod 
tho tout of Iafutt‘nanl Troaoh, anothor Eagliah of- 
fleor Imrriod np aiul, to my aHloniHhnu'nt, t*xolaimodj 
“ *T!it* Prluoo Imporiul haa boon killodF 
“‘I*h‘aHo ropoal lliat in Pronoh,* I naid, Hoi'/ang 
tho (}tliot‘r hy tho arm. 

“ Ht* tlid HO, whoroupon I linslonod to hoathpiar- 
torn, whort* I fouml la»rd I'liolmKford HtaiuliiiK in 
frtmt of hia tout, and, hofon* 1 pat him tin* (jnoation, 
I ctmld Hot* hy tho trouhlotl oxproHHion of hia face 
that tho tu'WH wna tmly lotj truo. 

“‘I havo jn.Ht lonrnodF Haiti hia LortlHhi]), ‘that 
tho Frinoo*H liorao rottiniod ridi*rlt‘HH, following 
tlioHtt of tin* littlo hand who hatl oHoapod frotn tho 
ZuUiH. ^riioro in tin* ton! whoro you will thul Lit*u- 
tonnnl ('iir«*y, who ran givo yon fullor «h*tailH.' 

“I ftjund (’aroY dining (juiotly with Colonol liar- 
riatm and nimthor ottioor. At tirnt. In* wan unwilling 
to loavc* tin* tahlo, hut whon I told him that it was 
not nn a journnlint that I proHonti*tl mysolf, hut aw 
a PVonchmiin anxitum to know* tho truth about a liiH- 
fwtor whioh hiitl hofallon ono of my ooiintrymon, tho 
lloutonanl ooimontod to npoak; ami thin Ih wimt lio 

ifiiti i 

“ * Aftor having fkod on tho plaoo for that night’a 
earnjv— tin* vory npol whoro Wi* now aro~4ho Prinoo 
anti myitolf, fiooumpiiniorl hy nix mon and a KaOir 
gtiido, piiihod on olovon miloH furthor. Toward two 
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in tho arturnooii wt* HiopptHl iu n kranl to nketcli tho 
site of tho Hi'COTul c.aiu}!, whiK* tin* nwu Wfri‘ fugn^otl 
in mddng tho cofToo. 'Jhnvnn! Imlf pnat t\mH\ at 
tho very monioni whoa wo wf‘r<‘ roinsaniliuK, wo 
were BirrprlHecl b}' a bniul <'1' KaHirs, whom wt* had 
not iliBCovorod, owing to tho high gruHH and muiv:o 
in which thoy won' hidilou. Wh* all apraitg U\ our 
horBOR. Artur urosHiug a tI«!op chmga, I turiunl and 
looked back, wluni I huw coating mit of antdiior {aunt 
of the donga the I*rtucu’K horso wltiumt bin rider. 
The Kaffir atid two of onr moa aro alntt nuBHing, 
about whom I know a.n littit ' m alumt tho rnneud 

“1 WHH oxaH|Juratt‘d ahaiwf boyond osujtrol by Iho 
offhand mnnuor tind tout* of Liotitonant t’art*}\ mid 
I holdback with difficulty tin* cutting romarkN which 
wore on the tip tif my {tmguc. 

'‘What wiiH to ht* doat* mi Intt* in tin* day! (‘oulcl 
aoareh partien be Heat out into mi nnkm>wn region 
in the night! Or Hhtadd they Him{dy wait f<ir the 
return of the Prince and the mlHaiug men, whom 
all still hoped to nee conn* hark alive? The cpieH- 
tion was carefully t‘xamiued in all ita nHiawta and 
tho officers tlion reluctantly came t{» the concItiHitm 
that thoy must wait till dayligld liefore acting. 

“ ‘But,’ objected M. Delcngc*, ’let me point out 
that it is a beautiful moonliglit night. A trail min 
be followed. PerhapB the Prince ia only a mile or 
two away~~”ho may be woiinded ami ilying. We might 
yet save him from mutilation and birds of prey,' " 
Tho Figaro corrcBpondent added, wlu'ii he gave me 
the account; “Oold and matter of Tact reawma 
were given why this could not be done, and aeeing 
that it was usgIchh to insist further, I impatiently 
waited for the moniiug to break,” 
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It was tluai decided that all the chivalry, under 
the orders of (leneral Marsliidl, should start out at 
five in the inorniu|<. Deleai^e was, of course, ready 
at the appointi'd hour, it having been emiseuted to 
that lu‘ aeeonipany the ex{)eili{ion. While he was 
takiuK a cup of ti*a, he learned tlmt tht‘ hour for 
startin^^ had been adjourned till niiu‘. Amazed and 
anKensl, In* sou,t(bt out tin* eorn’spoiuhmt of tlu^ 
Dallif Nnrs and beKK^al liim to intervene in favor of 
the earlier hour. ^Phis was done, and tlu* troops 
finally ;j:o 1 umler way at seven o’eloek. M. Deleai^e.’s 
narration eontinues as follows; 

“I marc'hed with the scouts at the htuid of the col- 
umn. One of tliesi* was a native of Mauritius, who 
spokt' Erench perfectly and who, the day before, 
had beiui om* of the Ih*inc(*’H escort. Me told me 
he saw the Priiua* try to ^et (ui his horse in the 
donga and relatetl ninny other sadly inten*sting in- 
cidents of the fatal day. As the horses di'scended 
the slope into this donga, they slopped suddiudy in 
front of a naked corpse, whieh was hitleonsly muti- 
lated. 'fhe hraly was very large ami all saw at a 
glance that it was not that of the Prince. Hud- 
denly a trooper who was following tin* edge of the 
raviru* cried {>ut that he saw another liody. Wt^ all 
puslnsl forwaril, and even fnan a distance, we recog- 
nized tile slender f<»rm of the young Prince, lie 
was lying on his hack, with his arms, stifTemnl by 
death, slightly crossed over the cht'st, and his head 
bent a little ti> the right. The face hon* no signs 
of pain. Tin* mouth was partly open. The right 
eye hinl been carrieil away by a blow from an 
fissagai, hut the left eye was intaed and lookeil forth 
with a gentle gaze. On his chest were seventeen or 
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ciglitcoix aHRagnl woiiiula. Th(» iilnloni«*n liaci luani cut 
open, aa ia tlic cusUnu with tlicKt* Havagi'H* hut cmi- 
trnry to luihii, llu' Ih)W(*Ih luul ut»t Ihhui rfiuovcd Dr. 
Scott and inyaolf examinod t!u* iHuly tt> mn» if there 
■were any wonnda in the !mck, t»ur object being to 
learn whether he had been prevenfi’d from motint- 
ing Ilia borne. The only wouitda in the tmek were 
thoBO of (he UBHUgui fioiidH which hnet gone elcnn 
through the cheat, Hia death ninl theae are the 
words which I anid to tin* KinpreaH, when, biter, I 
gave her a deaeriittioJi of the whole terrible neene— 
had been that of a brave innn, bin faee turned to- 
wnrdH the enemy. Ah we rniaed the Priiiee‘a luutd, 
our aileiition waa drawn to the little gtdil ehain 
which he alwaya wore nremiul Ida nm'k and to wldeli 
were faaiened aeveral thitlmlie nanlnlM and the aenl 
Immglii hack from Egypt by (lemTitl llmiitpnrte. 
Waa it fear of tlu*He umuletH wideh prevented the 
/iUlnH from carrying them olTl Prolmhly. (‘aptnin 
Molynonx picked them carefully up iind aent them 
ovenlually to the Empreaa, who nlHfi received, later, 
tho Prinoeda awonl, which Lord t'helmaford oh- 
tained, after negotinlioua with the Zulu ehiefK, 

“Tn the meanwhile, nearly all tin* «ohiier« and of- 
ficevH of the expeilition hud naHcmhletl in tiie tiunga 
and atood with uncovert'd lieada armiml the liody of 
the brat victim of the war. The Prince h eyelida 
wore cloned and hia hotly waa wrnppetl in a hhuiket 
taken from om* of the horHt»H. At n Kbort tlintmiee, 
an ambulance wagon wan wailing. The body wan 
carofully faHieued to an imprtndHinI i^irelrber 
formed of InncoH and borne* by o0ieer« to the wagon, 
porhapa a mile away. Three bonra later, the ami 
prooeasLon had ranched the cmnip, and the remaina 
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of tho (load Priiuu' w(tc‘ laid uiidor a Htaff tout At 
firnt, it WHH pnipoHcnl to liury 1dm at tlio, camp and 
HoIdic'rH Httnid roady, Hpmio in Imnd, t(i di^ the grave. 
HuO after ftirliier cfinHuItatimi, it wan fmnlly de- 
eidi'd to Head the luidy to Ourhnn, wlun’e a man of 
war wan ren(iy to Iranaft'r it to Knghiad. A fimeral 
took placi' at the caimp. ^riu‘ cc'remony wan very 
nimph* hut very iTupreHsives 1'lie body, eovertai witli 
a tricolor Hag, wan liorm* away on a gtmcnrriage, 
Haluteri by the whoh» llritiNli army. Thin ting wan 
later dept».Hit(‘ti at C 'hlHlehnrHt.” 

In jn.Hl what tnaiuier «iid the Prince Imperial meet 
hia death f 'riuH tpieMtiun wan nnked tluui, Iuih often 
been aaketl HiTtce ami will pro!>nbIy be naked in the 
future. Ibd an exact ami tmtegimical aimw'cr to it 
cannot be* given and porhnpH mwer will be given. 
Three elnaai’h evideiaa* have been gathered on 
the mibject, In tin* tlral phna*, tlu'n* were the wdt- 
neHHCH of the (rag' dy who Wi-n* with the Primu* and 
who Hpok«‘ inuneili«itoly thereafter, 'riien there in 
the reptirt of tin- otlieial t'tuumittee of Intjuiry, and 
tliifUly the information furnlahed to tin* I’hnpreaa 
when nhe viniied tlje ('ape in issn. | have sifted nil 
thin leHtintony and frequently spoken W'ith tljc Km- 
prcua on tin* mibjeet. ami this is my eoncluHion. 

A few ndntiles iM-foro leaving Koppci AIlein, 
Licuteninst Knrey and tin* Princt* anitl they were 
not going furfh<*r than Itele7.i, whieli wan to he* ocv 
cupied fhiring the ibi). The of!ici‘rs of tim HritlHli 
iiriiiy, who Were enpeeially coneerned in the nafely 
of the Prince^ all supp»med that In* warn not going «o 
fur iw tin* Ityoiyohi valley, where the fatfdity oe- 
furred. lad'hige shnretl tliia belief, Wlial hitp- 
imnetl iirterwardfif Were the tjrdera giv4»n them 
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clum^aHl, or <ii(l th(‘y thoinw'lvi'fi, wliilo oii ihv wny, 
(iecklo to nuHlify thoHo unlowf How Imppi^Jicd it 
timt tlia Prinw wan killed vlwvn iiiiloa fnaii tiu' nput 
wliero ho wan HiippoHcd to Ih» niiil \vii»*ro hi* whh 
souRlit fori Tin* iiKpa'st gavi* iu» aittiHtmdory reply 
to ihf‘H(‘ (iiu‘hI ion.s. 

Whoii lainitoiianl (’an-y rorn'lunl KuKliiiul, lu* hhUI 
that (kilonol Ilarnsua kuv«* him flioHi* «»n!or«: "To- 
morrow, tlu* Priiuu* will nnMumoiiiT tho ro««l which 
you have eluiKt*n, ho an to bo Hiiri* of tho way to the 
Hpot for tho oamp. Vmi uill rouiiun iit tin* eamp 
and ftninh your map.'" Amf li«* ropliod ; *'1‘o mor- 
row, as tlio coluiiui will ho oii tho march, t iilmll not 
ho able to do muoh on my map. Will you pmnut me 
to awsompnay tlu' I’rinri', m I Hlnmld like to ^o over 
tho ground again in order to verify eorlidn detidlH 
about which I am not porforlly Hiirc?” (‘oloncl 
UarriHon, after hemtating Hlightly, aniih “Very 
well, you may go.** 

Why Hhould there have lH*en any hoHdiitirm about 
allowing Ijicutcuiint (*nrey to nccomitnny the Prince 
on an expedition which wim. iifler iil!» more particu- 
larly entruHied to the licutemiiit Idriwelff Why 
were Huch vague exprcHHioiiH twed in Blngtaiid by 
Lieutenant (hir(*y to explain what the r*rima’'i4 pur- 
pose waa in thun going in iidviince of the colunmf 
From what the lieutenant mild to Polntie! ilitrriwm, 
it is plain, it Heemn to uh, that thi« wiia to lie n recon« 
noissance of a road whieh the lieutemml Imd gone 
over the day lieforc. (hirey eoatiituea, Htill in rather 
ambiguous tennsj “'Phe Prince whh carrying out 
a special mission, entnisted to him nlone, wntl I iic- 
oompanied him merely to get tln^ Iwneftt of hii escort 
while I waa performing a work which wa» quite per- 
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saiml In nu‘.** Thn fact ih that tho “ special mis- 
Hian*’ of tin* I’rijicn wan vary Htmpk*, provided it 
w«‘re not imHlitird, whialj was, it Heainn, tnyetoriously 
the cHHe. He wan to ini»vi* at .sotne iliHtanee ahead of 
tin* main body, denia:nnt«‘ the spot of the first eamp- 
iiiK plnee, and stop there. It was not considered a 
dnn^er«»UH iniHHinn, as no tjrdtTs haci hetai ^iven for 
a Hpeeinl c’s«H>rt. It wtnihl huik as tlunij^h the plan 
w'ert* niotlifled hy laeuteiiant Carey, ft»r this is what 
lie HiivH: *'011 tin* previotm day, I had lieen on 
horsehaek two niiles lu*ynnd the kraal which we had 
in front of uh, ainl when I told Lord Chidinsford of 
tlie ron<l I hntl ehontoi, he reumrked that there was 


a donifa thirty f«*et wide and n^ked me how I was 
gohiK Kct tin* trotipH over it.** Lieutenant Caroy 
wtshtal ttt look int»i the iiiatl«»r again; hut as it waa 
liartl to gel ntnlT oilieers to ftindsh an escort, ho 
thought it wouhl he easier to oldain what lu' wanted 
in the Lrinee’s name; niul he felt pretty eertain that, 
ojice arrived at Iteley.i, it would not la* difiicull to get 
the Prinee tti ueeiunpany him to UytdyoHi, Ry 
hurrying a little, tln-y eould get l»aek t<i the e 4 imp 
heftjre anyhody would he aware (d* their ahaenoo. 
Sueh was (*areyV plan, as lie himsr*lf stntoft. 

The Empress eolleeled nil thiit was written on tho 
suhjeet of Imr smEs tleatii nml guarded as trea«urt»i 
all the souvenirs of that terrible tragedy, I am 
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if th(‘ c.tinm'nliHi to p;o hoyond lloh'zi, it wan 

Bolidy to Oari‘y. Tho rrinci'^H miHHioii did 

not lukf liini t<t ItyotyoHi; tho lioutcimut aloiio was 
iutort'Httnl in thfrc. But, hi reality, the Prince 

WHS conuimiidiuK only by courtcny. Tin* fact that an 
RnKii‘"^i» oflic(*r of tiie Hanic rank was prcHcnt, really 
made tliiH ollitMu* tlie eonmiander of the misHion. 
(‘nn‘y even snlil the m‘xt day to Delea^^e, as they 
wiUH* Koiiii^ to Het‘k th(‘ hmly, who a ft m’wards re- 
penieti it tt» me: I am Hurt' that if I hatl said that I 
WHH willing to wait for a larger enettrt, tu> one would 
have fttuml faidt. Hut tlu* Prince wan auxlouH to 
start am! I tlid imt wi^h to inipont* t)n him my author- 
ity.’* However that may be, the little misHiou atupped 
only aland lui hour at Itele/d, luul then moved on. 
Who gave tla* ortlt'r for them to start forw'ard! Was 
it llu' Prince t Or wan it both acting in unisoni (hirey 
says it was tin* Prinee, Anyway, they soon reachml 
the lungiilH whieh husk thiwn into the valley wlu're 
runs the rivi*r ItyolyoHi, and there they Ktop}u»il, 
vvhih* the Priiu'e hegnn to itrnw and tin* lieutenind 
noted on his map the dilTerent halting plneeH. They 
even <‘xamineti through their glasses the region 
roumi lihout and saw nothing tti awaken suspicion 
Then they slowly deseentled from the hills into the 
valley and decided to rest their horses on the river 
bank, t'arey admits that no preamntionH were taken 
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body on tlie oiitlook, wliilo roniul abont I hen 
higli graasoB and liilloeks! nl’ti’r ilia 

trophe, Oaroy trlod to Khift fnmi hla own hIu; 
the responaibility of lliiH umnilitnry imuuIik' 
said to somo nc\VH)>npor corrfHpaiidaiit.s in En 
did not aolocl tin* ajud wliart* wa luilf 
■wanted to atop on a lunglii. Pnd fin’ Priura o 
that -wc roat in a narrow valbw. It wan n 
mo to object, eapecinlly an be wna very fnjitl ti 
manding and would not have liketl it if 1 lintl 
any contrnny auggeHiimiK.** 1’wo tlnyM lat 
was worried over IIuk alntmiund ainl iimdi 
somewhat in eonveraation with a eorrt'Hpund 
the London DaUif Ahnr.s', to whom he Haiti; " 
it to bo clearly underatotnl that I tin md in an 
blame the unfortmude Prinet* tor ti»e ehtnee 
spot where we unnaddletl, for whieh, iierliii] 
wore all more or Ichh rt'Hptm.Hible. 

But carolesBneHK in not tin* imly eharge fh 
on Lieutenant C’arey in thiB bimmitable nffni 
must also exonerate hiiuHidf from a at ill In-avit 
that of cowardice. Tin* ZuIuh ronelietl the 
when the horscH had been reHadtllml and tin 
troop was preparing to Hiart. Tlndr attae 
very sudden. What happemai to the Prinee i 
moment and how wan he left hefdml! 'Pho: 
several vorsionH and ('arf'y*« oflleia! report, 
do not all agree. Tin* lieutenanPH tlr^f verni. 
that he had seen the 1‘rlnee fall tlead. wouin 
a hall that had gone straigld tliroimdi U\h hmr 
explained his own yireeipltide lliifhl JlH Indntt ' 
the fact that ho had Hinm his fidbnv Mllha-r 
But when he got back to the eiimp, he was b 
flrmative on this point, lie mm »iiid that h 
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poHod Hint ih(» Princn had btuai killed in the kraal, 
hut iu» cHudd not tell exactly how. Tiio following 
day, when the npot wna exniniiied, it became clear 
that litth’ eiutld linvi' lanui known of what really 
happenecl thtu’e, hi'cnuHt' of tin* nature of the. ground 
which hid <'vcry nutveineut. AHfounded hy the Hud- 
thuiucHH (sf flit' attack, it in {'vident that (‘very man 
wan hH)kiuif nut for hiruHelf, and the Prince, for 
the nionuutl, was (piite forgotttui both hy the of[ict‘r 
and the men. \i the iuntant of the llight, Oarey was 
(piite eltJHe tiie Prince ami daslmd otT at a gallop, 
(doHely Pdhiwed l»y four of the men. Wduni the 
Prince ’k liorne naw the other Imraim starting, he 
started, too, ns in tin* hahit with colonial linrHoH, 
neenHtonmtl to moving in eomuTt. But the Prince 
(piiekly overt i»ok his horse' and seixing one of the 
munition hags manngtui to hold on for a few bcc- 
onds, and was in tin* net of jumjang into the saddle 
will'll one of the leather thong.s holding tin* hag to 
the saddh' gave way and preeipitati*d tin* ri(h*r to 
the' ground. Peft alone he turned and faced the 
enemy, determined to sell his life ns chnirly as xioa- 
Hihh*. iSnch is one of the versions. 

It was HiippoHetl hy some that the Prince fell at 
tin* first attack, the jjositiem of the body and tlu! 
(*xpreHsion td’ tin* fam* H(*i*ming to prove tins. Drs. 
Hcoft and Hohinson of the 17th laineers thought 
that the aHHiigai, which struck the right eye and emt 
into the brain, had lH*t*n thrown from a distance and 
imiHt inivf prodnc*i*d instiintnneoug death. Of courao 
everybody hopetl that this was so, But the narra- 
tion of the /adn chiefs and what the Empress 
learned when she visited the spot do not set'in, un- 
fortunately, to carry out this supposition. Tlie rc- 
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port of Captain Molyin'ux, nulo do oanip of 
Ohclmaforcl, who had bt^on oharKod io find th(‘ 
of the Prince, alao appearn lo Hupporf thin vo 
liis obsorvatiouH forcuul him to the emicdtiHion 
tho tight had been a desperate one. Tin- tlami 
of tho donga kIiowchI the marks of tho Prinee's 1 
with the. aolcH stained with blood. Phore \vc*re h 
stains also on the .stirrup straps, which wore 
besmeared with mnd. To ('aidnin Mtdyneux, 
meant that the Prince had been serionsly WiUi 
before death came. lie also mded, what has jdt 
been said, that the wounds were all reeeivi-tl tu 1 
and that the left arm, even after <lealh, was 
warding-ofT position, tin* fori'arm ludng Inee 
with niimeroiiH assagai tlirusts. The right am 
striped with longitudinal cuts. Theso fnetH 
that the unfortunate young man list'd Ids loff 
as a shield, iield his swonl in tin* right, and t\ 
with tho energy of despair. Captain Midyn 
hypothesis seems to be based on soll«l fa«’t. I 
testimony carries it out. The report drawn i 
Woolwich on July 12, 1H7!), by lira. Panw and 
visart, readies tho same tamclusimt, 

I have spoken with Home of the volmdeers, 
the following facts are gathered from what 
told mo. 

Sergeant Willis said to mo : 

*‘We descended a hill to a kraal about a Imr 
yards from the Imbazani river. The kraid (’onti 
four or five huts. There was clear ground in 
but high grass and standing crops all aroum 
other sides. Wo were ordered by the Prince tc 
saddle and, after knee haltering, turuecl our In 
into the grass, while wo lay down outaide the 
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and tcHik Homi* ndltM*. At I’tnir, we were ordered to 
wuidle, m «>ur Kiiflir nnid iio liad wvn a Zulu across 
the rivtu* up 1hi‘ hill opponitc*. Just as we 

moimtetl, a Hud<!«>n volley was tired. I saw' two meu 
fall from their horsen, hut I cannot say who they 
wens hecntiHe I was Kallopin^^ hard. About fifty 
yards in front was a deep donj^a where w'c caught up) 
tn laeutenant thirey. Tlie ZuIuh cotitiinHuI firing at 
UH for two Imudreil yards and yelling all the time. 
Kroni tin* shotH, I should say wt‘ had some fifty of 
them after us.” 

Oorpornl (Irtdih said tt» me: 

“Whtui We arrived at the kraal, w<‘ found dogs 
then' and Irnees of reeent hahitation hy the Zulus. 
At the lirsl shot, I saw lingers fall, aiul then Letoga 
rushed hy me {‘ryiiig: ‘The Prince has been 
wounded,’ 1 lotfked back nntl saw' the IVince clutch- 
ing at his stirrup and caught hcucath his horsCj 
which was galloping tdT. A nmnumt later, tlie 
Prince fell amt tin* Isorsi* sejuiteil ttj trmnple tm him. 

I wanted tf> fir«* tui the Zulus, hut my horse stumbhal 
in tile ravine and my gun slippeti from my Imnds. 
When I got ever my first fright, I notimui the 
Prince’s horse at my side. Lieutenant Parry or- 
tiered us to eiiteh it.” 

Trtjoper t'oekrane saitl to iin*; 

“As I was erijssing the donga about fifty yards 
from the kriinl, I saw the Prince on foot, the Zulus 
prwsing near !«) him arul his Imrse fleeing in an op- 
poiife direiiion. I saw* nothing more t»f the Prince 
after timt. We made no effort to help him, because 
we were but three and nil separated. We galloped 
atjout two miles without stopping.” 

Private Letogn said; 
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ject, and on one occasion said nnicli the same thing 
to the Empress in my presence. The following is 
my note of the conversation, made at the time : 

“Yonr Majesty will remember that the Prince 
started for Znlnland without a commission or any 
definite military position, to follow Lord Chelms- 
ford’s staff. Chelmsford had received careful in- 
structions concerning him from the Duke of Cam- 
bridge, the commander of our army. Chelmsford 
was expected to have the Prince near him and to 
keep an eye on him ; and so far as we know, that is 
just what he did do. But, of course, the post of 
staff officer, especially in such a country as South 
Africa, is not the safest. I have seen Chelmsford’s 
instructions to Colonel Harrison, and it results from 
them that Chelmsford, in transferring the Prince to 
a special staff, had not abandoned the idea of keep- 
ing him as his special charge. I know that he was 
constantly thinking of him. Your Majesty will re- 
member that on the morning of June 1st Chelmsford 
asked where the Prince was and was satisfied when 
he learned that Colonel Harrison had him in ad- 
vance of the main column. But he did not know 
that the Prince had been chosen to make a recon- 
noissance. I am told that Lord Chelmsford was 
charmed by the courage and pleasing personality of 
the Prince and gradually gave him more liberty than 
had been the case at first. The Prince even took 
part in some of G-eneral Wood’s column movements. 
Wood is an officer of great energy, though, perhaps, 
a little rash. On May 20th we had a telegram from 
Lord Chelmsford on the subject, in which he said 
that one of these reconnoissances, in which the 
Prince took part, nearly met with disaster, and then 
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he a(l(hs: 0 will try that huOi h thiuK th>rHu’t 
pen I do not wnui hini lo he expom-d in 

a inaanor. ’ ’ ’ 

The OinpnxsH whh miuE luovt'd when kIio 
shown thiH Udogrnin. Shi‘ woll kmnv tin* char; 
of her son, how lu* Hou.i^ht fvory nronHitm to di 
^iiish hiiusoir, anti that notliiap: wtiuhl liold 
back from jLicaiaju: when* lie tliouicht tiuly <*all('d. 
the occuvsiou mcntitaicd uhovo* (lie Prinof, tiidooc 
caped only by a mirncle, am! it mi’^bt bavo 
hoped that after sueh an (‘Xperiouet*, Lunl ('la 
ford wouldj in fact, have kt‘pt the youtji' man b; 
aide. Many BoiiapartiHtH v\lto diti not kntnv 
Prince ’h impetnosily and tb'sire to .Hhine wjnai 
tluii he remaiiietl at Inched (t) WotuPa column, 
great diaplenauri* would have been felt if tliey 
boon aware of the fnet lha( Colonel Harrison 
intruated him with a recomuntering miaHiou ii 
vanco of the column. But thiM whh not rnadt* p 
until the telegram wuh naudved auncumeiiiK 
death. 

Sir Kvolyn Wood alwiiyH remaineti cm the fri 
liest terniH with the EmpreHH. He lived, nftei 
rotii’oinont from tht' army, near AldcTHhot, 
often came over to PunihorouKh cm Sundays tc 
tho EmprcHH. On more, than one oeemHion, the Pi 
Imperial waH the Kuhject of eonverHution, tiiid I 
careful, when I happened to be preaemt, to r 
notea of what he anid. One evening, (leneral V 
said: “Tho ITince made a deep iiii|in»Hnion on 
His thoughts and hahita were theme of a true nnl 
He was never weary in his (‘tTortn to artpdre ex 
enoe and military knowledge; I reiiiemher tha 
accompanied General Eedvers Buller on «evera 
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trols during the Zulu war, and on his return from 
one of these expeditions, I made this remark to him 
during dinner : AYell, so you have not been struck by 
anassagai yet!’ ‘No,’ he replied; ‘hut though I 
am in no hurry to be killed, I would prefer to fall 
under an assagai than from a bullet, for the first 
form of death would prove that I had met the enemy 
face to face.’ This conversation was a sad coinci- 
dence. ’ ’ 

Colonel Villiers was designated by the late Queen 
Victoria to collect from the Zulu chiefs all the de- 
tails of the Prince Imperial’s death. Later, Colonel 
Villiers was the military attache at the British em- 
bassy at Paris, and on one occasion I heard him tell 
the story as he learned it from the lips of the sav- 
ages: 

“The Zulus, they told me,” the Colonel began, 
“first rushed after the two fleeing soldiers on the 
flank, and then three or four others, headed by La- 
banga, turned on the retreating Prince. They say 
his horse shied at the very moment when they saw 
he was going to mount, and that the baggage roll 
at the back of the saddle gave way as the Prince 
grasped it and the consequence was that he fell to 
the ground. At this moment, the Zulus declare, he 
was only about sixty-five yards from his comrades 
who were galloping away. Seven savages attacked 
the Prince. Langalebele says that when he first 
caught sight of Labanga, he was rushing on the 
Prince, who came forward boldly to meet him. 
Thereupon, Labanga crouched down in the high 
grass and threw an assagai at his foe, which struck 
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bay, which ho hiiccuhhUhI in (loinK Hn- s(‘vi'ral min- 
utes, I romt>in])(‘r the inxju'i wonln (»f ono ul’ the 
Zulus. lie said: ‘Hu fouKid I'i^n n 11^***% lh‘ fired 
liis revolver twice Init di<l not hi! any uf ns. ‘Tlnni.Lfh 
one of'my asHaf^’nis hit him, li was Eniuinim who had 
the ri^i^ht to say ihai lu' kilhul him, fiO’ his weapon 
struck the Priiuu' on Ihi' left shonldi-r and i^avt* him 
a mortal wound. Tlien we rusht'd tm him. But up 
to that time h(‘ had dthVmh’d hims(df so well that 
wo kept at a distance.’ Another «d’ them saitl to nu*: 
‘If wo had known tliat lie was called Xaptjh'un, wi* 
would havG spared him.’ ” 

After making: an onicinl report on tlu' .stdijt'ct, 
Colonel Villiers went in person luut ^nve nil tlu* ih*- 
tails to the Empress, hriiiicini? with him the elothes 
of the Prince, which he imtl fomul in the po.ssessiou 
of the ZuhiH. The gnrmt'iits wt*n' torn and pieret'd 
with assagai stroki's. The Empre.ss hore up well 
during this narration until Pllmami, tin* Prinei‘’H 
former valet, recognizing llic garments whic’h lu* had 
helped the Prince to |mt on on the nmrning of June 
1st, seized them and began kissing liu* hoh's nuule hy 
the weapons. This touching net m alTeetmi the Em- 
press that she. could control hiwseir no hmger and 
hastily left the room, hnthetl in tears. 

“When the council of war condmnntHl Lii*utemint 
Carey to death,” the Empres.s once wiadi* me, ”1 
asked that lie be pardoned. lie was thus ahh* t«» oh* 
tain the grade of C4iptain and retire on a pensijm at 
the age limit. But I am told that he was always mon* 
or loss shunned by the other ofhcuwH, who ever held 
him to have shown cowardice on that fatal oevaHiinu 
He died at an early ago, I am told, ‘ Was it on ne- 
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count of remorse or diBappointmentr asked one of 
iny friends at ilu' time.” 

When the d(‘ath of the Prince Imperial waa 
known, eounth'Hs tc'h'^rains were rectfived at Cam- 
den Place from France and all inwin of Europe. 
The Hover<‘ignH of Europe did not forget the Bm- 
pr(‘HS in her sorrow. She saw no one and was to be 
called oidy wluai the coKin had laum plac(‘d in the 
main hall. A body of leading Bomipartists, with 
Prince Mnnit at tiu'ir Innul, nud. in the evimitig on 
board the Admi rally yacht I'JnriKUiJ rcss, to await the 
arrival of tlu* Ortnifrs, due at daybriadc. At half 
past six 1h(‘ Hiiuinu'r was Highit*d and ])y (‘ight o’clock 
tli(^ body was tranHf(‘rred to the I^I)ichnntrrss, (’nn- 
non boomed Jind (‘verybody on both shipH was weep- 
ing. It was an imposing and very sad Hpeclade. 
When tluj I’lnrhdutvrs.H reached Woolwich, sailora 
carried tin* body to tlu' foot of the altar, Tln^ Prince 
of Wales and a number of distinguished Fnmchmen 
w<‘re tlu're. 'The body was identified by the Ameri- 
can (hmtisi, Dr. Evans, who had fdh'd ct'rtain of 
thc\ Prince’s ttadh, 

Ehishdiurst was plunged into the deepest grief. 
The large etitrniKu^diall had betm transformed into 
a mortuary chapel The ceiling was covered with 
Frcmch flags. Th(» body was watched through the 
night by the former oHicers of the household and the 
friends of tin* Priiuu*, of whom, perhaps, I may he 
permitlc'd to say, I was tme. I noticed that the 
Empress n'lnaiiual there in prayer the greater part 
of the night. At Saint Mary’s Fhurch, Phislehurst, 
the dais was formed of the pall which liad been used 
for Napoleon Hi’s funeral. On the south aide of the 
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phagus given by Queen Victoria aa the 
tomb of the Emperor, a Bimilar tomb Imel bt'e 
ranged for tlu^ body of the Prince. Among the 
the ceremony were the Quetm and Hevtmnl 
mombera of the Royal family, ami a large mnul: 
distinguished BoiiapartiHls and luemberH of the 
aparte family. Tlu‘ Whuvhvieli endetH were drav 
in a hollow a(|uare in front of Onmden Mouse 
before the principal door atood a magnifUamtly 
orated gun-carriage on which wan plat'cd thc» i 
The pall bearers were the EngliHli princes 
Prince of Sweden and some notabiUtit'H ol 
Second Empire. The spirit whieh prevaile 
Franco at this time was shown by tlie act of 
orals Fhniry, (histelnnu ami Pajtd, who retired 
the army Hooiu'r than was luau'SHary in tmiftT 
free to attend the funeral, A conspieutiim objt 
the procession was the Prince’s war4iurst% Staj 
by Gamble, the Emperor’s old stableman. Ten 
sand Frenchmen were present at (’hiHlehurst 
day and probably two hundred thousand Eip 
men. The emotion was very deep am! later, al 
details were given to the prostrated Empress. Q 
Victoria made' a great exception to ln»r general 
tom and was present at the eermnony, after v 
she expressed the desire to be received by tlu' 
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lio next morTiin,^< thm» was a Kolomn service 
^'liisleliurst (‘luircli, when Cardinal Manning 
iced in English a very fine funeral oration. 
* eoffiuH of fallier and son no longer rest 
“or the EmpreHH, lah*r, hud built at Earn- 
i a chapel in whose crypt the bodies wore 
ilaciul. 

rane.t‘sehini Plidri, wlio can speak with such 
iy on file Huhji'et wliieli he tr(‘als below, eon- 
1h(‘ following paragraphs (o tliis ehapltw: 
Prince Imperial being dead, it is easy to 
and Ihat I he Empress di<l imt lakn* much 
in (lu‘ di ItereiK'es td' opinion whieli irn- 
ly began to show themselvi’s in tin* opposing 
rlist campH. A clause in the Princt‘’B will 
follows j 'So long as there are Bonapartes, 
lerinl eause will have a representative. The 
ddeh our family ow(>h to tlu' country will not 
i my dmitli. Tin* task of eont inning tin* work 
deon I and Napoleon III falls to the eldest 
Vinee Napoleon, and 1 trust (hat my mother, 
dm with all her strength, will thus give to 
' UH who will not be on i*arth, a last and Hub* 
H)f of her afTeclion.* This claiise of the will 


y endiarrassing to the Empress. She did not 
allow a <h*eidc*d pref(‘r(*nee for either the son 
ather. But meetings tif the leading deputies 
Rnmpartist party, in spite of dilTerences of 
finally decided that Prince Napoleon should 
aled ns tln*ir chief. Tin* Empress rarely took 
le vit*w of public questiouH as did Prince 


MEMOIES OF THE EMPBESS EHOENIE 

other excellent example of the wonderful perspicac- 
ity of this remarkable woman. After his arrest in 
the beginning of 1883 for his public manifesto 
against the republic, the Empress drew nearer to the 
Prince, but finally separated from him and trans- 
ferred her preferences to Prince Victor, whom she 
aided in his exile by financial support. But her 
domestic sorrow more and more separated the Em- 
press from all participation in the political affairs 
of the Bonapartist party and as the years rolled on 
she took less and less interest in politics, though 
her keen intellect and penetrating mind enabled her 
to see more clearly into public matters than many 
of the politicians of the day.’’ 

The Empress left Chislehurst on March 25, 1860, 
on her long journey to Zululand. Among those who 
accompanied her were Sir Evelyn Wood, aide-de- 
camp of the Queen, and Lady Wood, the Marquis of 
Bassano, Lieutenant Slade, one of her son’s com- 
panions at Woolwich, who acted a noble part at 
Ulundi, Dr. Scott, who was present when the body 
was recognised and embalmed, and Ullmann, the 
Prince’s faithful valet. At the Waterloo station the 
Empress found G-eneral Clarke, who presented to 
her a magnificent bouquet of violets from the Prince 
of Wales, which delicate attention was so character- 
istic of this future King of England. There, too, 
was Prince Charles Bonaparte, just arrived from 
Borne, and who got into the railway carriage and ac- 
companied the Empress to Southampton. The same 
afternoon, she sailed in the excellent steamer, the 
German, where everything was arranged most com- 
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1 (able*, in thi' ciaiicr af tin* iu>at dininfi^-room 
' wi‘rt‘ soiiu' (il’iy oilier IirHUflaHH jiasHongera. 
’(jyagt' was iiitovi'iiirul, and Ihe ([uiet oci^aa and 
till nkioH, ospecinlly al. idglitj when Wiigonie 
walktal th«‘ (IcekH till late, had a oaliaiiig ('ITect 
it‘r, vvhieh prepared her for the painful 
'iemn*H whieh were in emiu‘. 

April ’dath tlu* steaima’ tmiehed at Tort Mlim- 
At’ler having lau'ii kindly I’ee.eivt'd liy Sir 
i* FriTt‘ anti oUenal apartinents at tlu' (lovern- 
lIouHe, {‘ape 'I'own, (he I'hnpres.s pushed on to 
ruiarit/.luirg, Natal, where she disemharked. 
•e arriving, I'aigenit' learned that the expo- 
i whieh Inni Ihhui sent into Ziihdatul to set up a 
tm the Hpnt where lhi‘ Prinet* Pdl, had ndurned 
fuul Hcnunl ttj Ilu‘ (Mjast. ddu' khupress fnially 
ae ship at Uurliau, wlu're Sir (laruet Wolseley 
to met‘t ht‘r. It was night and there wa.s a splen- 
ition, and varituis sad thoughts wtu’e awakiuied 
* wlani she set foot t»n Afriean soil for tlu' first 
pi'rhaps on th«’ very spot wlu're the Prince hn- 
[ had stepped hut a few uioiithH hi'fore, full of 
C life aiai ainhilion. 'The I'hnpri'HH was the guest 
plain Paynton, who ki'pt in a tent ontside tho 
uiH a visitors' registi’r, for she led a re- 
life anrl hhw nohtuly. Prom Durban they went 
arit/Jau’g, going ns far as Botha Hill by tho 
shed railway, using a earriag«‘ the rest of tho 
Having entindy orossed the colony of Natal, 
e initldle of May, they reached Utrecht, tho 
town on the frontierH of the Transvaal and 
and. lu Ihia little place, tilled with former. 

171 


MEMOIRS OF THE EMPRESS EIRJENIK 


.Dutch Ho(‘rH, tJio inUitary .ntatT, to which 

the Prince lini)crial hch>nKc(i, fiiiniu'c! for two 
wcelcB, BO that the EmprcH.s foinnl hero nno'c than 
one little Hoiivenir of him. An iniiotrlnnt ninhu. 
lance Htation had been set up in the native InitKer, 
and from the nuni who were vvoundi’d in the llrsl 
part of the canii)aiKn, Hhe learned that the Prince 
had Hi)ent many hours in thin tenijiorary lampitid 
viaitinij^ th(‘ nick and saying kind Wi»nlH tt» them. 
Eugenie remained H(*veral days in thin Hpot where 
her imfortimate Hon diaplnyed for the hint time hin 
customary tendernesH for human Huff'ering. The 
lust drive emh'd at four in the afternoon on June 
lat, at the donga in wlioae itrnne*dintt» vicinity the 
son met his demth, in the Itytnyosi vnllt'y. Sir 
Evelyn Wood here gavt' tin* Kmpnma nil the de- 
tailed infonnation which he poKHtmaed about tin* 
dreadful trngfuly. She foiuid th{‘ri* tin* crosH ho 
kindly sent by order of the Queen niul etit runted tf* 
the caro of the J^lulu chief whose men had kith d 
the. Prince. A solemn aerviey was held on the very 
spot wliere he fell so bravely. All reinaimsi there 
till night-full. Eugenit* mdieed that wreatlts of im- 
mortelles hud })e(‘n laid n( the base of the cross by 
the Queen and Prince of Wnh's. She herself plnce»i 
others on the graves of the two sohliers who had 
fallen at the sumo lime ns the Prince, Un iiiy 
return to Durban, the Eiupress visited the Datiuhr, 
which was in port, the ship tm whicli the Prince 
had Hailed from ScnUhampttm to Katid, and the 
good Captain Draper gave her many iidert*nting 
details of that last voyage of her mou. Nothing 
eventful occurred during the return voyage to Eng 
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land, which, ended this extremely sad but, at the 
same time, comforting journey. 

Shortly after the return from Zululand, the Em- 
press went one day to Netley hospital, near 
Southampton, where were several patients who had 
seen her poor son during that fatal campaign. They 
spoke at much length, and from them she learned 
many little details and impressions, which have 
been utilized in trying to give some account of this 
unhappy chapter in her life. Many words in praise 
of the Prince fell in simple language from these 
plain men. What they said was all the more true on 
this account, and was very dear to the Empress. 



CITAPTKK VTTI 


IMPERIAL AND UOYAt. VIHITH 

All moEarcliB nmko y)nl)liD jourupyH through 
thoir dommioTifl, pftmerally for political rcaiHouH of 
somo kind. This was particularly the during 
tlio Second Empire. There was a inngio in the 
name of Napoleon, especially niuong tlu^ Enuich 
peasantry, which the EmpcTor was not slow to ust* 
in his efCorts to couBoUtlntc* the new govfrimuuit. 
Ho also found a real ]densure in clone uMHoeiation 
with the common people, wlnmc* cjuiditioii ht‘ waa 
always eager to ameliorate. It may In* intere.^ting, 
therefore, to enter with Home detail int<i th«‘ way in 
which those grand otlicial journevH wen* organizetl. 
Those details are luTO given in connection with a 
visit which was paid in 18(10 l(i the recently annexed 
departments of Savoy and Nice, wlnm tin* Km- 
peror also crossed over to KorHica and even pushed 
rapidly through Algeria. The whole journey oeeu- 
pied five weeks. It was executed vvitli great pomp 
under somewhat compUcnit'd (umdUiouH, and was 
one of the longest undertaken during tin* Hecond 
Empire. 

One of the most imyrnrlant IhingH in connec- 
tion with these trips was liaving tin* cmirt carriages, 
or others equally fine, ready at every point wh«*re 
a stop was made for any otlicinl viHits. Tln*re wc«ri^ 
gala coaches and landaus, Imperial ptmi chaiHeH, 
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and riding horses for reviews, all of which had to 
he centered in Algeria in such a way as to he dis- 
tributed properly through the country so as to he 
ready for the carrying out of every item of the long 
and complicated program. This particular jour- 
ney went off admirably in every respect, especially 
as regards the means of locomotion. General 
Fleury, the future grand equerry, managed every 
detail of the expedition and did it in a way that won 
the admiration and thanks of all. I should add 
that the general outlines were the work of the Em- 
peror himself, who entered into these great “official 
expeditions,” as he called them, with a zest that 
was peculiarly his own. The Emperor always had 
a great liking for geography, conning maps de- 
lighted him more than reading the most fascmating 
novels. Armed with a large sheet of paper, a lead 
pencil and a magnifying glass, he would spend 
hours at a time over big atlases, examining rivers 
and roads, making little diagrams, noting distances 
and hours and going into the smallest details with 
General Fleury, who would join him in the midst of 
his “time-table labors” as he used to say, laughing- 
ly. The General had also his own notes and itinera- 
ries all ready. Then the two series were molded 
i]ito one, on which both worked later to render it as 
perfect as possible. 

But these more purely geographical matters were 
not the only elements of one of the journeys. Each 
member of the cabinet sent in a list of suggestions 
and a series of notes on the requests made in the 
different departments through which the Emperor 
was to pass. He was informed of the work for the 
State going on in this or that place, of the public 
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improvements desired and of any other fact that 
could be of interest to him. With all this in hand, 
General Fleury would then draw up a complete plan 
of the expedition. When this wiis fmully approved 
in all its details by the Emperor, (hnieral Floury 
would communicate with the prcd’ccts, arran|?ing 
with them the length of the sojouruH in tin* dilTerent 
towns, the official visits to be nnuh*, tin* bainpiets to 
be attended, the guests to be invited to these ban- 
quets, and so on. 

During these journeys, General Fleury was 
charged with the supervision of tin* retu'ptions of 
the authorities, official presentations, and the mat- 
ter of subsistence, which three divislonH of the 
work were, generally, the care of thnn* separate 
court functionaricH. Hut the concent ration of these 
three under one head gave Hie unity and perfection 
of detail which was always so much admired on 
the occasion of the various journeys and voyages. 
Furthermore, the General drew up a brief account 
of everything of historical, eoonomituil or industrial 
Interest in each region or place visited. 

All this information of every sort was printed 
and distributed among the persons composing the 
service of honor, so that every one was aciiuainted 
with the smallest details of the jounu'y. Besitlcs 
those “booklet-program,” which havt^ now be- 
come very scarce, the General preparetl a private 
note-book for the Emperor and tlie Empress, which 
contained confidential notes concerning tin* military 
and civil authorities of the places visiti’d, and sim- 
ilar notes concerning the well-known private per- 
sons likely to be presented at diffierent points dur- 
ing the tonr. These note-books were in manuscript 
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and wore th(‘ work of (kipiain dc Vordiere, the Gon- 
eral’H d('\'otod aide dc* camp, who waa an invaluable 
helper in (‘vt'rythiuK pertaining to theae official 
toiira. It ia now very difficult to find any of these 
not(‘4)ookM, which were drawn up with the greatest 
car(‘ and neatncHs. I have one before, me as I write 
th(‘ae liiH'H, and I cum only admire, onc.e more thc^ 
evidenccH of remarkable* tact and asHiduity in their 
|)reparaiion. Some* of tin* RUggCHtioiiH and some of 
the slatenu'Uts might provoke a smile* if seen by 
others than lliosi* for whom tliey were intended, and 
if read now at such a long distanec* from the* 
moment that ealled tlu‘m forth. But it should he 
rernemhf‘red that they W(‘re meant to be a sort of 
•imdc wpcum, thanks to whoM* valuable little hints 
and hits of information the Mraperor and Kmpreas 
were able* to say the right word in the right place 
and to the* right persem. In some instances, the 
(‘xat*.t sentenee which should be*, used was given. 
Thc'y wcuH* tedd ilu* mnid(‘U name of the wife of this 
or that functionary. They weme informed as to the 
numh(‘r of children in a family. There was a hint 
concerning the ]jolitical ambition of this one and 
of the political ten(h*ntueH of that one. This one 
wished to come over to the Fmiperor without offend- 
ing his friemlH, This other one was desirous of be- 
coming a mcmhc'r of the la^gion of Honor, without 
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liow many kindly and appropriait* rtnnarkB were 
made I 

In many other wnyH, Gc*iu‘ral Fhniry dinpluyod 
liis remarkable efficieney in regulatiii.y: and earryiupf 
out these superb onicinl tours of the Sceond Empire, 
Let mo give one iustauee of (his of ((uiie aiiotlu«r 
kind from those just spokuai of. It happened during 
a visit to Saint Malo in ISbH, A wooden building 
had boon thrown u)) for tlu‘ ball (dTiTed by the 
municipality in our honor. During the daueing, 
the General heard a craek or two in llu' frail struc- 
turo and soon saw that its Hlrtmgfh was overdaxotl 
But no sudden alarm was to In* given or a panic 
might ensue. So, coming to tlu' Empress, ht» said 
vei'y quietly In her ('ur: “Maiiame, tlu‘ bnlb'room 
floor is thr(‘at('uing to give way, I heg Your 
Majesty to withdraw slowly and I will mnpty the 
room.” So taking the Emperor by tlie arm, they 
walked quietly towards the door, bowing to the 
right and left as they ndvaueed, Eugs'uie, t>f eoursi', 
felt not a little. lu'rvous, but the General sahl after- 
wards that she did not show it. ddie Enqu'ror did 
not know exactly why his eonsort was leading him 
away, and tlu^ rest of l!u^ party expressed openly 
their regret at this early d<'pnr(uri«. Mtusi <»f the 
company followed to th«‘ exit, ami when they wished 
to return to tlio dancing tlu»y found the doors 
closed, and then learned tlu' grave dnngi*r wliieh 
they had escaped. 

Wo have pleasanter recwdlectiotiH of (he Empn^ss’ 
visit to Queen Isabella, who was hohliag her eiuirt 
at Saint Sebastian in the Hummer of iHoT. Eugenb^ 
was at Biarritss, She emlmrkfsl with her sistsT, the 
Buohesse d’Albe, on the steam-boat Volujny, They 
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rcaclu'd iho piciuroKcjiio old SpniiiHli town juRt a« 
the Huu waH Ht'ttinic. It was a ])t‘autirid (^ueen 

Inabi'lla wan in her bi'Ht mood. She alwaya took a 
HptH'ial iniiTt'Hl in l!u‘ lOmpn'ss on aceonnt of her 
Spaninh oriM*ia, and ihey talked lon^ aial pleasantly 
of eotnnion fninids of Madrid. In the evening; the 
town was iiiunnnaied, d’lun’e were' proet'SKions and 
(lane.iu|4' and varions popular <ndorlainni<'niH. The 
day cdost'd with a haiaiuet and danein,sjc on tlu' deek 
of the* (Uditfuif as they sailed aeros.s the ealin stai 
from Saint Sehaslian to liiarrit/.. 

On Home td’ these ollieial tours rather amusing 
ineideiits oc‘enrrt‘«i. I was told oiu* that happtmt'd, I 
cannot now recadleei just where. The I*hnp«oa>r had 
conseiited that the train slmuhl slop at houk* little 
Htation, whieh stop was md down on tin*, pro- 
gram. d’he hhiipri'H.M was not informetl td’ this 
change In the plan and so was not properly attired 
to presmit luu’stdr to tin* slunding crowd. In the 
menuwhihs the l‘hnperor wn.s doing his best (o sat- 
isfy tluhr ('uriusily, shaking liamls with the m*arc‘st 
throngh tht‘ ear wind«»w, ami wondering wliy she 
did md appear, espeeially as she was iahng called 
for wilh many a “Imng live* the Minprcms!*’ which 
Hlmut renelieil her in her ear, wlnu’e she was Hitting 
(pdtdly hidden hehiml tlu» enrtain. Finally, one of 
the young girls, all dresHial in whil«% who lunl come 
down tt) llu^ Htation espeidally to salnti* th(» lOni” 
prj'HH, was lifted by her mother n{» into my ear, 
and hras'efy coming loward.s lum was k'd up to him by 
Oetierul Fleury. 'riam, In a limitl bid clear voice, 
she cKclaimed: “Fxcusi* me, Mntlnmi% my natm* in 
Fliacin!” Fmgeni(» ctadd not help laughing at the 
whole umuHtng scene, kisned the child, accepteil the 
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bouquet which ahe ofTercd, took oT iier travEui^? 
cloak and joined the Emix'.ror at the window, nmch 
to the delight of tlio chec^riuK' people*. The Eriipreas 
long remembered thia incident, and on Hhnilar jour- 
neys, when engaged in bowing tt) lirenu'u and kias- 
ing girls in white, ahe uacul Honu'tinu'a lo turn to her 
faithful friend Fhniry and say to him in an under- 
tone: “My name is Eliacin.” 

But there was a clasH of these ioiira which was 
of a sad ciiaracter. I refer to thosj* made at a 
moment of some public calamity. Let nu* give an 
example of a tour of this sort. In the spring of 
there oeeurred a most distreHsing flood in the 
valley of the Rhoru*. ^I'he pocir wo rki tig-men’s 
houses in th(^ suhnrhs of Eyona wtu'e Hwamptnl. The 
same thing was true at Aix. The (Iresivaudau and 
the whole, (himargne country were Huhm(‘rgt*d. 
Kimdreda of house's, luuh'rmined by tlm waters, fell 
in. Ruin was everywht're and many thouHinids t)f 
lives were in danger. The wild ery of despair 
reached Haint (hond and touched tin* good Emper- 
or’s tender heart, tender eH})eeitdly to nil tlu' suf- 
fcritigs of the lowly. lie immediately de'eided (o 
hasten to the scene of all tills distress; so, necom- 
panied only hy his aide-tle-cnmp, (lem'nd Xiel, lu' 
visited the flooded parts of Lyons, eltlier on horse 
back or in boat, and giive out handfuls td* g«»hl. If 
I am not mistaken, ho distributed in tltin way half a 
million of franca. Leaving I.yons with (ears in hi.-« 
eyes, those present tohl me, tin* Emp('r«>r hurried 
through tho whole valley carrying ehe»T tind aid 
everywhere. At Valence, the Emperor reaehc'ti tin* 
mayor’s house on a porter’s back. At Tarascon and 
Arles, and all along the river 'a eourao at Orange 
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and Aviguoii, where t)io raging waters often 
reached the rooffcj of farm and dwelling houses, and 
whore biiildingH were constanily falling and spread- 
ing ruin and death on evtu’y side, on several oc- 
casions the Emperor risked his life “in this land 
campaign agairiKt Neptune,” as he said on Ids re- 
turn to Saint (’loud, all worn out and looking as 
though he had gone througii a month’s siekneHs. Me 
got hark on dune 4ih, to learn tlial a similar catas- 
trophe had happened iu tlu‘ west, where the Loire 
was rising rapidly and threatening Amhoise, while 
owing to tht‘ overiiowing of the hanks of tin* Lluo', 
Tours, Blois and (hieans wio’t* also In dangiu’ of 
being inundated. Heareely wailing to take breath, 
the Emperor started out again on another journey 
of m(‘rcy, and carried cheer and relief to the txned 
populaiions who eheio'etl him on every side. How he 
stood tlu'se trlalH, physidully, was always a mys- 
tery. 

The Emperor’s policy to ht‘ on good terms with 
England was brought out strongly in the visit which 
was paid to Lotidon in April, lHh5, and espcadally in 
the return visit of Queen Victoria and the Prince 
(ImiHort, four months later to Paris. A soraowhat 
detailed neeount t)f this last visit is given below as 
it was plauiu‘tl in many particulars by the Emperor 
axui the Einprt'Hs iunl did much to huul latter to im» 
portant political moves on tho European clieckor- 
board. 

In spite of tile (‘rimean war, the preparations for 
the International Exhibition of 1855 bad gone on 
steadily ami in tlue time it was opened with much 
pomp and oeremony. People rushed from all parts 
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of Europe to the new Palace (jf liuiuHtry which had 
boon erected in the center of tlu* t’hanipH ElynecH, 
and which waa for many the chief attraction in that 
part of the city. Thin famoUH ImihliiiK, which wan 
intimately aHaociatiul with ho many Kraml intm*- 
national cventH, becanu' rathm* hhabby towanln the 
end, but diHappeared only a few yiairH a.mn after 
alHo Hludterin;^’ for tuairiy half a cmitury htnne exhi- 
bitions of all kiiulH, paiutinir ami Hcnlpture HahuiM, 
liorse-shows, and ho on. I/itlle ditl IhoHe wIkj wan- 
dered round the vant tnliftce on nueh fe.stive oc- 
casionB dream that its last xmv was to he an a 
momentary Hanetnary for the charretl and tlia- 
lififurcHl remaiiiH of the vietinm of llu‘ terrildi' hrt' 
of the Hu'/aar of (Miarity on May 4, ISUT, in whieh 
dlHasier perisluat Hoim^ frieiula viaw tlt'ur to the Hur- 
vivoi’H of tlu'. Seetmd Empire. 

Tlie. Emperor hail receivetl from (^Hu'en V'ietoriu 
the promiHc Hint hIu* wmdd pay liim a visit, durluK 
the exhihition. Nothing huvin.u: oecurretl to prevent 
it, Her Majesty announced licr arrival at Htiulogm' 
for Aug’usl, tHrih. Naiadeon III went dmvu ttt lhm« 
logme to nu'(*i Ids royal jcuest, deti'niumnl, aw UHual, 
to do all in his power to make her Hojouru on 
Erencli soil as memorahle an oceaHion as possllih*. 
As soon as the yacht, Virtaria and Jlhrrt, reached 
the harbunr, the impatient Empi'mr hoarded the 
vessel Ah at Windsor, the Quwn salat ed her 
“^i^ood brother” on both cheeks, and wldh* the ens. 
tomary good wishes and greetings were being c‘X- 
changed, tiie yacht n^ached the proftisely tlecorafed 
quay. The Queen landed, leaning on the arm «»f her 
imperial hostj who escorted her to tlie eiirriage, ac- 
companied by Prince Albert and her two children, 
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tlio I 1 iiKU^ of Wuli'H uu(l Pi’iiicGSs Victoria. The 
Lmricror liimHclf noted as oquorry, riding on the 
rigid of ilu» eniTiag(‘, while on the left galloped 
MnrHluil Banignny (Pllilliers. A numerous and 
hrilliuiit hIh (1 ol oiruuu’H lollowed, and the carriages 
of tlu* H\ule, Hiirrouiuhul by a sparkling escort of 
tlie (’out OurdoH, W(n-e particularly showy. The 
whole proeeHsIon was a very striking one, and a 
onrlain (Oie of the survivors of the Grand Army, see- 
ing (he grand -daughlc'r of George III pass so tri- 
tunphaiilly through the town, could not resist the 
nurinrk; “Sirangv it is tliat we should have fought 
like (logs (o {-(line at last to this! If the old one 
eanie hai'k what a ragi- he would be in to see it.'’ 
This rather ill-tiiued comment attructcal no atten- 
tion, howev(‘r, for the visit of the Queen of Eng- 
land, whoNi* nrmi{‘M iu tlie Grimca were allied to 
those of h’ranee, was a cause of rejoicing to all — 
to 1h(» jH'oph' iu ih(‘ stnads as w(dl as to court 
cireh’H. 

It was said at tin* time that more than two hun- 
dr(‘(I tlnniHuiul peoj)!!* were masHed along the boule- 
vards and Champs Elysees at. two o’clock of the 
aflc-rnoou of August IHth, to witness the triumphal 
(‘Utrauee into Paris of the British sovereign, ac- 
eompHuii-d by all tlu' most notable persons of 
(he Second I0m]»ir(*. Tlu‘ wdndowB wore filled with 
cluHlerH <d’ heads, Htamls had been erected on every 
available spot, groiqis of workmen, market womc? 
in their best attire, vendors of coco, hawker 
Hcrenming and gesticulating, the inhabite^^a • 
vnriouH villnges led by tlunr mayors, the’ 
and their fm-num, strangers from all i 
world, fonned a restless and impat 
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swaying boiicath triumphal arch(‘H* Venetian masts, 
flags and bannorH, hangingn and tranaparont 
scrolls, all bearing wards {»f weleanie. Thaso who 
saw that sight can mwer forgid it, and were proud 
of the groat city and happy at the gminl reception 
whidi I am snrt; awaited Victoria and the Mm~ 
lau’or, who would he ho delighted at the asHurett 
popular an \veU uh oHicial HueceHs. 

But it was ahnoHt dark when tiu» cjuinoii at lust 
announced the arrival of the Queen at tlu' Stras- 
bourg station. The people were nineli iliHnpptmited 
by the delay. When the imperial train ntoppial, 
(lenoral do hoewenHtein nWppeil forward ami 
olTci’od a bompiet to the Queen in the name of the 
baliahon of Dn^ National Guard, then on duty at the 
station. The military baud playetl “(hnl Have the 
Quooid' as Victoria mounted intt> the opeji ear- 
riago drawn by four horseH with poKtiliouH. The 
Emperor put tlio young PrimM’HH by lam motlier, 
while ho himsolf look the opponitj' H(*al uhmgHide of 
Prince Albert, The l*rince c»f Wales wiih in the 
second carriage with I’rinct^ Napo|e<m, coiiHin ot the 
liimperor. Marshal Magnnn, Military (hivernor of 
Paris, rode on the right of the royal mrrmgi\ while 
on the loft wuh Uonoral do Loeweiwtein, command- 
ing the National Guard, Long afterwnrdH, when 
King of England, Edward one day remarked that 
this visit had more to do than anything elne in 
warmly aitaclung him to Francu^ ami especially to 
the French capital, which he always loved ho dearly. 
At this time, tUo future king was a winning laiy of 
fourteen. 

Troops bordorod the streolH and ronil all the way 
from the Paris station to Haint (’loud. The route 
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lay along iho Boulevard de Siraabourg, tlio (Iraiuls 
BoulevardH, tlu‘ (’hainpH LlyseeH, the Bois do Bou- 
logne, the village ol* Boulogne, and tlnui over tlie 
Seine bridge to tin* euHtlc*. Brillianl illnininationB 
had been i)repared and the proceHaion paaaed 
through HtreetH ablaze with ihousantlH of lightB, 
while the Boin “nparkled,” an the Kinperor Haul, 
“like the (lardeiiH of Armida,“ and wan really 
fairylike in ilH unwonted Hpleniler. At length, 
throngh the Hhining night apptuua'd the Hilhouetd' 
of Saint ('loud, d'he cdTeet of tlna drive wu.h mark(*d 
on the whole royal and imperial parly. TIh' (dnet'n 
and i^rinee CkniHort Hoveral tinn'H turned to the 
Emperor to prainc' tlie beauty on every aide and to 
expreHH their genuine (‘inotioim. 

The Imperial (liiard were maHaed in the avonuoB, 
the conrtH and tm-raeoH ol* Saint Cloud. Near tlu^ 
largo gateway, in the mitlHl of the Holdiern, the 
ehildrtui of the kcIiooIh and orplianagoH wtme ata- 
tioinal, the Htth‘ hoya on one nidi', the little girla, 
under the eyea (d tin* Siati'rH of Charity, on the 
other. Thin gathering i'Hpecially delighted tlu' 
(^ueen, who much enjoyed the hearty ciu'erH of the 
children and plainly inanifeHted her Katiafaotion. 
Ijeaning over to the Prince Connort, ahe said; 
“Whore hut in artintie France would one have 
thought of thu« uniting in the Harne aBHemblage thc‘ 
Hturdy Boldier and the gentle tduld! I am aure this 
idea emanated from the FnipreHs.*’ And the Fin- 
poror, much phiUHcd, nodded hie confirmation. 

Accompanied by Princesa Mathilde and all the 
ladies of the houHohold, the KmpresH was awaiting 
the Queen at the foot of the grand staircase; and 
after the first greetings had been exchanged, the 
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Queen, accompaniotl by tlu' lOinpiTor, Fmproaa, 
Prince Albert, the youii^ Prince anti Priuccaa, 
mounted the fitairca.st* betwtu'n two nioiionIt‘«H rowa 
of the Cent (birdes. “They remind me t)f my I/ifo 
Guards,” said the Qu<’en, tiirniui^ to liie Emperor. 
All saw that the royal lOnidish ehildrtm eendd not 
take tlK'ir eyes from l!u‘ (all, beauiirully uniformed 
soldiers. 

The Fanpresa then eonduettMl the (^ueen to the 
apartments wlueh had been prt'pnred for lum. But 
the royal guest had not a nmment to rt'Hl from the 
fatigues of her jonrnt‘y. Sh{* luul iuirely tinu' to 
dress for the grand dinner wldeli awaited h(<r, and 
for which the, giu'HlH and IiohIh aliki* Inul a good 
appetite, which had been kt'enly wlietted liy the long 
drive. 

The apartment oeenpied hy tin* (,>uc*(*n tinring her 
visit to Saint Ohmd had heen Hpeeially deeornte<l 
for the occjision. Tin* two diMtingulHlied French 
painters, Louis Boidangt'r and Faustin llt'SHon, liad 
just completed painUiigH over tin* thtors and win- 
dows; during ilie past month the Emperor himself 
had superintended tin* funuHlung <»r the rtuunH, 
being dosirons that (he apartment nhould remind 
the Queen, as clost'Iy us posHihh*, of Ih't Windsor 
residence. These roonis, tm tin* first fhior tjf the 
castle, were, mort'over, most delightfully situated; 
several windows opened on tt) n haleony, and the 
eye wandered ovt'r tlu* b'rraeeH nrnl grunny Hhipes of 
the village of Biiint (doiul, and h{‘yorid, f{> (la* green 
wavy masses of tlu* Bois do Boulogne, and Htill fur- 
ther on, to Paris, shining white and fairylike in the 
far distance; while fr(nn tlu* other Bide (jf the apart- 
ment the gaze rostod on the lovely gardens bright 
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with Hiimmer Howcth, the. Hparklhig foimtains and 
oaacadcH, atataly alh'ya niul aliady avonuos reaching 
out to the park of Saint Oloud. 

The walln of the apartnuuit were liung with most 
beautiful tapc'Hlriea and with I.youH silk. Handsome 
furnitun* had been ohoHen ; among other things, the 
Louia XV bureau by Rieaener, the eeh^brated cab- 
inet-maker, which is now at the Louvre, and acwcral 
piecea which had l)eIong(‘d to Marie Antoinette and 
which the blmpresH had brought togethm* for th(‘ bou- 
doir which Louis XVI had pn*pared for his wife 
when he purchased the castle from the Dno d’Or- 
leniiH. Piclur(‘H from the Louvr('-“chieny of the 
Fhaniah and Vhmetinn Hchools—were hung on the 
walla. Among olh(*r pictures waa the Holy Family 
by Murillo, then recently purchaaed at the Marshal 
Soldi sale. 

It waa about nine o’clock when tlu^ Ooui't gath- 
ered in tht‘ grand apartments of ilu‘ castle. After 
the preamdatioiiH, the Hmperor and Mmpress 
paaaed with their giieHta into the Salon <h^ Diano 
where ilinner was to he aemved. The thuum called 
the attenthm of tlm Prince Honaort to the beautiful 
ceiling where Mignnrd, the talented painter of the 
HQventecmtli century, had devoted a half dozen 
panela to the goddesH who hatl given her name to 
this splendid dining-hall. 

The Queen wore a white, low-necked dress with 
geranium hlossomH pinned here and there all over 
it and had rings on all her fingers, the most con- 
spicuous among these being a bloocbred niby of 
emormous size. Hn hcT head, placed very far back, 
was a diamond aigrette; her hair, parted in the 
middle, waa brought down over the ears ; her large, 
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gentle eyes were fmo and caiulid; hrr complexion 
good; and her mouth irn^gular. Her Majenty was 
small of stature, but wi'll Hliapotl, and looked “every 
inch a quoonP’ Slu? smiled ph'asaally all present 
and repeatedly told tlu^ Emperor and Empress how 
charmed she was with tlie hearty w<‘leomt' she had 
received every wlu'n* and all tln^ attmitioim shown 
her since her arrival on French soil 

The next day tlu? Queen was ho fasei anted hy the 
view of the park that she went out at an early liour, 
when the Emperor joined her, and togetlicn* they 
had a long walk under the vemmulde trees of Enlut 
Cloud. The Emperor was struck, not only by llie 
proverbial afTahility of Her Maji’sty, but by her 
wide knowledge of all the political affairs of 
Europe, and of the eviilcntly active pari which she 
took in the foreign relations (d* tin* English govern- 
ment When the Emperor jhjined Ettgt'nie after this 
tHe-a-tUc, with Victoria, he Haiti: “The Qianm is a 
charming woman and an asiuto Ktjilt'snuui, and both 
to an extreme degree.” 

It was Sunday, Rut care had been takeii that one 
of the salons of tlie palace should be prepnrt'd for 
tho celebration of a (''hureh of Englinul st^rvuce. 
This attention was fully appreciated by tin* Queen. 
“Tho Empress and tho Emperor st'cm to divine my 
wish,” she rtunarked. 

The Queen having expresHtal the dcKire to see 
what remained of the (^nsth* of Nt'uilly, whert^ she 
had been so warmly weleomt'il by the Orlcfins fam- 
ily in 1843, was accordingly driven to tin* sptst dur- 
ing the aftornoom It will lu* remeinhertHl that the 
mansion was pillaged and burnt to the grtnmd by 
the mob in 1848. Tho Queen looked for a long time, 
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with melancholy gaze, and in silence on the once^ 
loved residence of Lonis Philippe. 

Who could have then predicted that, in a few 
short years, the palace of Saint Cloud, where she 
was then an honored guest, would be reduced to 
a similar condition? No sad forebodings came, to 
darken the horizon on that radiant August day. 
Queen, Emperor and Court were all in a sunny 
mood like the weather itself. In fact, never did Vic- 
toria seem so happy, talkative and even witty as 
during this ten days’ sojourn in France. Though 
the Crimean war was then in full progress. Her 
Majesty was most optimistic as to the final outcome 
of the conflict; and this mood was quite justified, 
for Sebastopol fell a week later. “Victoria was 
right,” said the Emperor, when the good news 
reached Paris, “but we didn’t treat her as a Cas- 
sandra.’^ The Empress gives this account: 

I recall very vividly every incident of that visit 
to Neuilly. The Imperial and royal carriage 
stopped in front of the main entrance of the castle 
and the Queen stepped down, wearing a large white 
silk hat with streamers floating behind, and mar- 
abou feathers on the top. Her flounced dress was 
entirely white, and a bright green sunshade and 
mantle completed her costume. She wore small 
slippers tied with black ribands crossed over the in- 
step and ankle. A large bag or reticule, made of 
white material and embroidered with a large gilt 
poodle, bung from her arm. This was all so dif- 
ferent from our Paris fashions of the day that I 
observed curiously every detail and I see now the 
complete picture as I write.” 

It is often said that a sovereign’s memory is very 
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sliort, but Hucb was not tlu‘ cast* with Quocn V: 
rog-ardiu.i; the Orleans Priucu'H. She did not 
hide ti’om us her r(‘(‘linKK of friendship f< 
fallen family. She not only asked to visit the 
of Neuilly; but at tlie Trianon, she cap 
desired to sei^ the litth‘ ehapel built in IH.'IH by 
Idiilippe, on the oe.easion of the inarrta^(’ 
daughter ]\'lari(‘ to ilu‘ Ibniuu' of Wiirleniber^ 
Queen spok(‘ buulerly of “I’oor Marie” ntu 
pains to explnhi her feelings to tin* Enipt'rtn 
cxprosBod his entire approval (sf lier kind 
mcnta and reiptesied her t<i heg (,|ueen Mari(‘ i 
to pass through Francu* when slu* went tt) Spji 

“] feel no aniniosily towards (In* Prinei's > 
leans,” reniarkt'd tin* Emperor; and wln*n 
Victoria praisc'd tln^ correct ni‘Hs of their at 
toward France, hi* merely answered: “It is 
regretted, howt'ver, that th(‘ir repri'sentativoi 
are in constant communication with my 
enemies.” 

“But wluit else can you expect!” replie 
Queen. “Is it not natural that those who hnvi 
exiled should bo constantly teanpted to coi 
against those who have e.xiled them! Did yt 
plot against their gov(‘rmiU‘nt, yourself, whe 
wore in similar circumHlanc(*sl” she asked in i 
gentlo tone, that disarmetl any resentment, i 
had been felt. 

The Emperor only reply was to proposi 
the Quoon should visit the chapel erected c 
Route do la Hevolte, just outsidi* tln^ walls of 
in memory of the Due iPOrleans, Ia)ui8 Phil 
promising son, wlio died on this spot in IB42, 
a carriage accident. 


By tlio <l('Hirc‘, (lonc.ral datirobart, 

rooently rotiirncd Tram thi* Criinea, waa Hi'utod uoxl 
to her at dinner on th{‘ Hc'cond day of lun* viait. 
spoke a long time with tlie brave Holdbn* who gen- 
erously put a8id(3 luH own clainiH to be (uunmander- 
in-ohiof in ord(T that tin* poni jiiight bt* giv(‘n to 
General PeliHaier. Sh(‘ (jm*Htioii(‘d him minutely 
concerning the w/it% tin* death of Lord Raglan, the 
sulToringH of tin* army, and all the delailH of itn 
organiiiation and mov(‘ments. General (huirobert 
was much aHtoninhed at her krujwlc'dgt* of all these 
thinga, and tin* eonvt‘rHntion, begun at dinin'r, whh 
continin»d arterw'arda, and wan only terminaii'd by 
the opening (d' tin* eoncu‘rl giv(*n by the piaya* pupiln 
of the (hniHC'rvntory. The Kagliah Hovereigna, 
especially Rrinet* Albert, wt're very fond of music 
and they appeared to (ukt* great pleasure in the 
program that ev(*ning. Though the converHation 
between the ditTt'reni numberH turned eluefly on 
music and art, inlermiiioiial polities w(‘re oc^ 
casionally toue.hial upon, and from that monu'ut tln^ 
Empress shared the opini«>n of tin* Emperor that 
Queen Victoria was md a cdpher in Ntate afTairs. 

Of course, all went to the International Exhibi- 
tion. But HO dens«* was the ert)wd aHsembled to wit- 
ness their arrival that Lm a nnanent it was feared 
they might be crushed. Tln^ otlicers on guard hati 
the greatest trouble to part the peoph* so tliat the 
Emperor and Prince Alb<‘rt might pass with the 
Queen and the Empress on tht‘ir arms; and linally, 
they were forced to enter by a side door to avoid 
the importunate curiosity of a loo sympathetic 
throng. “Popularity has its disadvaniageH,” re- 
marked the Empi*ror, with a smile, “Yes, but wa* 
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sovereigns prefer even (‘xeesnive aittnilionH 
cumspcct neglect/^ aimwered the Qm-en ( 
And the Prince (hinsort added: “If I were 
T sJtouUl prefer to be hilled by a erowti fha 
bullet.” The Empress closed the tliulogue 
“But I would like io ('Scape ladh.” And an 
able oxannnalion of some td' tin* men* notn 
liibits followed this rather unplmiHuni tumult 
gates. 

That evening, the aetors (d the (hmiedie 
gaiso played before the HuviTeigns in tin 
theater of Hahit (Uoud. The piece' givtm wa^ 
andro Dinnas’s Dcniuisvllt's dr Si, fb/r, whi 
Queen hud seen st'verul limes in Eugli.sh in L 
and whicli she di'nired to H{'j» in French in 
and given by the tuleiiti'd Irtnipe td' the t 
Htatc tlieatc'r. ” Nbuthing can Hurpass their a 
loss it bo that of DiimuHX” sin* remarked 
close. 

On the following day, tlu' Queen visited \'ei 
and the Trianon, and in the evening wns pn*.* 
the special gala performanee at tlse Opera, tli 
uated in the Hiu* h' Ih'hdier, wlnme it \vn.s hi 
Mine, Aihoni ami Mme. (huivelli hhiij 
great huccohh seleclionH fnmi varitms piece 
the evening closed with the hiillei de la Fonti, 

The aspect of the theater was fairy like, 
brilliantly illnminnted and lllled witlHadies 
dross and hbr/.ing jewels, while the gentlemei 
all in gorgeous uni forms. The Queen herselj 
a magnifleont diadem ami a necklaee ttf eim 
diamonds. When the hnlh*l was tjver, the c 
rose again for an nputheosiH speeially de'visi 
the occasion, which represented Windsor < 
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Doliglitcd witli “the kind tlionf^IifiilueBS of hor 
honts/’ as Hi‘r Majcsly I'xprcHHod it, tlio Queen 
quickly turned (uwards the LinprcHs and thanked 
her elTnsivt'ly. Nuf^enii* was imriicularly pleased 
with this, for it was, in ract, at her su^^Kcstion that 
this in{erlud(‘ was intro<lue,ed. 

The fih lowing: days were spent hy the Queen in 
visits to (he Tuih'ries, (he Louvr(‘ and other famouH 
inuHcauns and ediliees of Paris. ^I'ht' puhlh; liad not 
entii’ely left tlu^ lanivre at ttu‘ lu)ur when tlie royal 
party arrive<i tla*r(*. Tin* lieat was stidin^. The 
Queen, sealeil in a rolling eliair, was wluaded 
around the Kalleries, lad. ns soon us the public left 
the buildiuK sin* rost', and saying to tin* Lnipress, 
^‘Now I can take* o(T my Iiat and inanlle/* siiited the 
action to (h(‘ words, and, putting her things on the 
chair as if she had hetui in a salon, continued her 
visit on foot. 

Lntt'r, all drove* past 1hc» Poneiergerit*, when the 
Mmpc'ror observed; “That is wiiere I was im- 
Ijrisoaed. ” The (,)ueen gazed iniently at tin* historic 
jail, hut said nothing, d’hen*, it will he renieinlH'red, 
Prince* Ijtjuis Napoleon was eonrimal during his trial 
in 1H40, afti'r tin* Houlognt* affair. Kugthiie thought 
she saw the QueeiPs lips part twlee, as if about to 
speak; hut i‘ach time she eloH«’d Ihc’ni again with a 
detennined musenlnr inovenn^nt. The Hul)ject was 
a delicate one, an«l the C^Jtnani evidently felt that this 
was a moment when Hih'nee is gohlen. Both tho 
Empertjr and the lOmpress wi*re several times 
struck, {luring Ihi.s na'inorahle visit, hy the tact and 
astutein’SH of Her Maj<*Hty. 

The hail at tin* Pity Hall look place on the Thurs- 
day. Before that festivily, the Queen and Prince 
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Albert dined at. the Tuih‘r5fH with the* lOn 
PrinceSB Mathihhs the chief (dliecrH of the 
and (leiieral (hnirohert. 'I'he Prince of Wal 
PrincftSB Victoria ndunn'il tt) Saint ('loud, 
they dined with the Minpresn, uh hIu* wiih 
owiiiK to iuT then dciiente .Hfate of henltii, to 
the ball. During tlu' dinner at the Tnih'ri 
Queou .stated that she had had time, notwitl 
ing her numy engagianents, to make KevcTid 
lags or Hketches, one of which reiircHcnt' 
Gardoa’ band at tlie Trianon, and tin' other a 
of zouaves In the park at Saint (‘loinl. At j 
laksr period 1 saw these HpeeimenM, with 
others, of Victoria’s artistic tnitad, wldieh u 
of an ordinary charnct«‘r. In fact, she alwi 
grettt'd, Hh(' told the Smpress, timt sin* In 
found, in lier husy iitV, nion' leisun* ftir woi 
pencil and brush. 

The bull given at the (tity Hall was tru!^ 
nificcnt. The Queen at>peared in a whitt* hun* 
wearing on her lunul a Inaivy dituhan in whicli 
the i’anums jt*wel of the Mnglish crown, tlu' 
Noor, W'hile the Hrnperor wcjre tin' ceh'hrat 
gent on his sword hilt. UniforniH of all color.*- 
burnous, ladies covered with gems and tiinm 
all concurred' to nndee the scene a wtnnhwf 
incmorable one. The next day tin? Queen tan 
tind words to tell how much she was impres 
this festivity. “The only Hhortcoming, Inil it 
great one,” remarked Her Majesty to the Kn 
not perfunctorily hut with evident sincerity, 
was characteriKtic, “was ytjur idmence. My 
faction would have been coinphde, if you ot)ul 
enjoyed the whole beautiful fete,” 
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The graiul ri'vi(‘\v oa t}i(‘ ('hainp de Mars had 
boon fixed for the following day, and the Queen 
expreHHed lua* dt'aire to viaii tin* tomb of Napoleon 
I the Hnaie afternoon. It wan fouinl necoasary, 
owing to th('. very hoi weailier, to put otT the review 
until hve o ’clonk, and, naturally, that Hcerncd to 
render the Qiuhui’h viait to tin* Invalid(»H on the 
aanie day inipoHaihU'. TlnuTfore, Marahal d’Or- 
nano, who wuh givtui temporary eornmand at the 
InvalideH, King Jeronu*, tlu' great Napoleon’s 
brother, having t‘Xpr(‘Hsed a wish not to he pn'sent 
on the oee.aHion, wan much HurjiriHetl to receive a 
rnossagt' ttdling him of tlie arrival of the HoviTcigns. 

Nothing could hnvt* heim inort^ impreHsive than 
that twilight visit to Napoleon’s tornh. A violent 
atom burst ovct Paris at that moment; claps of 
thunder shook lla^ windows of Ihc' chapel and the 
noise rumhltul through tin* arches, while repeated 
flashes of lightning gave an almost Hup(*r-mitural 
aspect to this irnpresHivn* scene. Waterhs) and Saint 
Helena rose in ev(*ry mind, ami tlu‘ prc'senee of the 
Queen of Kngland hcd'on* tin* collin cd’ one whom her 
people had imprisoned drew tears to tin* eyes of all 
present, Tin* (^m‘en herself, who was much moved, 
said gently, tnrning to the Prince of Wales: “Kneel 
down at Napoleon’s ttimb.” Later she wrote: “I 
was there, leaning on the ami of Napoleon, before 
the tomb of the most det(*rmincd enemy of Kng- 
land, I, the gramLdnughter of the king who hated 
him most bitterly, ami then*, near mo, was his 
nephew who had become my nearest and dearest 
ally. It wouhl seem that in the face of this mark 
of respoct paid to a dead enemy, old hatreds and 
old jealousies should dio away, and that (lod had 
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placed His seal on the miloii now so happily 
lishccl between tlio two powc'rful n 

May God bless it indeed and prospiT it.” 

The Emperor, in his turn, had stud (o tlu' 
teur a note full of similar stmtiuKudH, wide] 
cated much elear-si^htt'duesH and revtadet 
feeling; and though I was not an iwe witnes.s 
RGOuo, I know (dl its dtdatls, and enu realizt 
the genuine emotion shown both by the En 
and ])y the Qiunnn 

The Queen visited delightful Saint Oermai 
brought away many pleasaid reetdletdittus 
superb view from the famous iorruee, and 
cool drives through tin* brontl alleys and umi 
stately trees of the ningtiihemd fttresl. 

The day before her departure, a m‘ver tie 
gotten fete was givtm in tin* (hderit* des (lb 
the palace of Versailh's. At the eoinmnntl 
Emperor, the gallery Imd het'ii di'eoraietl in ii 
anco with the details shown in <dtl I'ligravii 
as to repreaeui a ball us givi'u tuult*r land 
The Queen, Prince Albert ninl tlu*ir two el 
wore deligbied. The Empt'ror, who was in i 
gay mood, had young Princess Victoria tlane 
him, and the traditiotud mippim, ns pit'inrei 
colobrated water-colour l)y Eugein* Enud, 
found in the Louvre collection, was starved at 
tables in the theater. 

Among tbo foreigners of note who wen* pre 
to the Queen during the parly was (hand Bis 
then Gorman minister at Frankfort, tm a v 
Paris. Who could then have imagined Hint, 
years lator, this soldier-diplomat would rt*i 
that same gallery in the role of llie pitih*^ 
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queror, aiul that in V(‘ry room would be do- 
clarod tlio unity of tlu' (R'rniau Mmi)irc! 

The last day of Ouoou’h visit, which was 
Sunday, and, at tlu’ saiia* tiau', Prince Albert ’s 
birthday, was jiasscd hi tiic strictest intimacy at 
Saint (loud; and on Momlay Uu' royal visitors took 
lcav(‘. The adieUK of the Prince of Whiles and Priu- 
C('ss N'ieluria !«» (In' lOiuiu'i'ss W(‘n* espi'ciaily alTt'c.t” 
iujur and tender. 'They lH%'’^''e<i Inu’ to ask (he (^)uce^ 
to leavi' them a few daj's Ioniser in Paris. Eu^eiue 
ju’oinised to (ransinit (heir request but without ^?iV" 
inf< them much hope o! sucmm'hh, “for,” .she said to 
th(‘ lilth' Pi’itK'c, “I nni sun‘ llu' C^ueen and Prin(:<‘ 
Albert want to have (heir children with them at 
Bahnoral” “Oh I no,” nqdied the Prince of Wales, 
“they don’t really nei'd us, they have so many more 
in Mngbind.’" 

The I'hupn'SH had In'come much attached to the 
children, parliisdarly ('> Princess Victoria, who was 
V(‘ry i^enth' and alTecllonate. Later, hhi^'nlc' often 
spoke of her winniuK nianners. A picture iiy Mtiiler 
represmitiiiK the arrival of tin* i^ueem, Prince AL 
bert and thinr chihiren, nwd to hnni^ over the grand 
staircuHc* at *Saint Cloud, wlnu'e it was placiul at the 
Kmpre.sH’ request. Unfort mialely, it was Imrnt at 
the dent met ion <»f the puhice in (HTO, in spito of the 
efforts madt‘, at the couiniaud of Prince Frederick, 
husband of Prineess \'ictoria, to save it. 

T1h‘ Queen ami the FmprcHS both felt much real 
ri'grrt when faking h'uve of imc another. Even at 
this (‘urly itay, (,hieen Victoria was very kind in her 
altentiinls to* Eugmnie and during the days of sor- 
row which followed, lb‘r Mnjesty never failed to 
display the true and lasting (luality of her sympa- 
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tby. “It in au rovoir,” said the Emperor when leav- 
ing the Queen at Boulogne. “Indeeti, I hope so,” 
answered Victoria, while, the Empress at Saint 
Cloud echoed these last farewcdln on the shores of 
the Channel, tho closing acts of a memorable royal 
visit. 
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ORRMAN AND HTHHIAN IinVAli VIBITaRfi 

rrii iiitjuirf nmM‘ was nlinclnMl to th(‘ viail paid in 
by Ercdcrick William of Prusnia, wlio, 

no, laHumiD Kaiatn* Willudm. lla wan at this 
lu'nriy sixty ytNirs of a^c% haviii.ic bcaai bam in 
and, HH soil of King Eriulfrick William lU, 
tliD broth(*r ami luar of Frofb’rick William IV, 

0 health wan very poor. It will bo romomberod 
he eaint' to the PruHsian throne in January, 

amiinK both by the dlHtinctlon of his mannors 
)y his gallantry towards women, the Prince of 
Kia deserved to havi* great HnecesH at tliu donrt 
e Tuileries. He showed marked respect for the 
eror and was stum on phaiHani terms with ns 
Ills deportmemt partook of the military officer 
)f the court geiitlemai^ while his kindly appear- 
his spirited conversation and his often 
liar and jtjkitig talk, pUaiHed all whom he met 
word, the future Emperor of Oormany pro» 

1 a strtmg impression on all the official world 
0 Hecond Empire. 

e I^rinee reached Paris from Osborne, acemn- 
)d by Oeneral von Hehreekenstein, commander- 
ief (}f the 7(h Prussia n army corps, and by 
ral von Moltke, who was destined to become 
UH in later days. He was tffi course reetdved 
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with much pomp. The Murepun de Tmilongoon, 
Colonel and orderly o0icer of tlie Emperor, and 
Comte do Rienconrt, e(iut‘rry, to (hilnie to 

moot him. AVhen he reaeh<‘d Pari.s on December 
nth, Prince Napoleon and his nuitc* were at the. 
Northern Railway Htation t(» receive him, and four 
ol; the iSiieHt Court enrriag:e.s, t'Hetvrfed l>y a platoon 
of Garden, carried him and hin party to the Tuile- 
rios. At the foot of the ntnireuse in the palace, 
the pjrand Chamherinin and the (Iraml Manter of 
CorcmonieH awalRal him. At the top of thi* ntair- 
caeo Btood the Emperor, who wedc’otned liim warmly 
and condneted him immedinitdy (o t}n‘ U'hite Salon, 
whore, aurroumUal liy law houHohold, tiu* Empresn 
waa ready to g:c<’et tiu' princely Ktiost. Thin firnt 
moment wan neized to imprenn on thin tlermnn 
Prince our deHire to chi tumor to hin houm* {u\d 
country, and the warmtli of hin rc'ception wan evi- 
dently fully appreciated hy llu' Prlnei% both at that 
moment and tliroufichout Ida aojourn in Pnria. 

SiimptnoiiB apartmenta had been reHi'rved Dir the 
Prince of PruHaia in the Pavilion dt* Marann at 
the northweRt corner of the Ttiileriea, wlueh por- 
tion waa burnt during the* Commune 1ml hna now 
been rebuilt. That aanu' (wiming, with hia Muitt' and 
the memherH of the legation, he ditual at tfu* Im- 
perial table, when the Prince made a moat favor- 
able ImpresHion on nil who met him. 

On December Pith a revitav waa paaHed in the 
Court of the TuilerieH. Nine regimenla of tin* line 
and three battalioriH of Chassrurs a pird Jilinl by the 
sovereigns. These troops had all Hc»rved in the 
Crimean war, and were commatultai by MarHlud 
Magnan. The Emperor had by IiIh side the Prince 
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riiaBia aiul (hoy woro Riirroundod by a brilliant 
amoni^ wlioni woim' Mar.shnlM Vaillaiit, Bara- 
(PnilliorH, f’c'IiHHiar, ('anrobort and Bosquet, 
mpanied by tlu* ladit’s and ofTicerH of tlio bouBO- 
the Knipri'HH .stood on llu' Ijuleony of llu* 

! den ManVhaujc. After (lie review, the I<hn» 
r, in tlu' preseius* of the r(‘Kinieninl thifCH, Kh)ri- 
f piereed with nlnd and Hoihul by j)owder, tliH- 
te(i cTo.MHeH and nietlaia. DurinfC tlu' rcwievv, the 
^ t‘rin(‘e liiqn'riai, eoininiJC <uit of tlu* Tuilerit’s, 
ui bi*tw(‘en tin* lim-H «)f Holdiera and wan en* 
aHlically eheered. What incniorieH are awak- 
by that viHion of the youuf^ lu’ir Htanding thua 
e prt*H(‘net* of om* whose vi.sit was tlu*n a eauae 
joieiiiK, and who, lesH tlian fiftt'eii years later, 
Lo (h'al Hueh a fatal bl(nv to Iuh friendly huHtnl 
e future KaiHcw^H h)V(* of tiling luilUary' waa 
eabh^ durinji^ tin* eereinony. Reeall how ho 
eil every uiovc‘im*nt of the soldlerH, exainitu'd 
nit of their uniform and tlu' sliapi* tif tlu‘ir 
uIh, put qui'MliouH to tin* Freneh ofliei'rH lU'ur 
and in a word, nhowed that the HmallcHt army 
Ih wen* not lunienth Ids ncdieis It was said 
he even made notes in the* eveniuK on what he 
fUid lieanl during thi* day. 
e program inehnled a stay of two days at 
ainehlenu. The Knqn*ror and the Prinm* of 
Hia arriverl then* on tin* Ihth aiul spe*nt tlie 
revh'wiiijyf the drajLpuinH ami innei'rs. Tin* Min- 
s arrivetl on tin* fedlowinir niorninK and the rt'st 
e day was spi-ni in a staic hunt, in the forest, 
igain it was reinnrkt’d that, thoui^h the Prinee 
a gnotl shot and greidly enjoyt‘d the leeautiful 
,a and tlu* welluerganiHed hunt, it was the sol- 
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diors, tlio l)arrnd<H and ihn kuiib wliich rmdvod tho 
moBt of luH attontiini, 

Tho Hann* ovoniii^^ ilu* (hnirt roliirm*d to Paris. 
On tho 17tli tho hnijorial (hmrcl wan roviowod in tho 
court of tho Tiuh‘ri<‘B. Tho Fanporor, wearing tho 
grand cordon of tlu' Black Kagks tho higlu^Ht of tho 
Gemmn ordora, and Hurrouudod hy a brilliant ntalT, 
yielded tlio ptmt of honor on tlu' Hifh* noarost tho 
troopa to tho Prinoo of PruHHla and td'ton npoko to 
Mm. In apito of tin* bittf*r cold, tho KinproHa ngaiiu 
accompanied by a certain iminlu^r of tin* Indioa, wit- 
neaaod the review from tin* balcmiy t»f the Salle 
doB MarechauK. Among thene Ifulieg wan tho 
(kmnte.BB of IlntzlVid, daughlt*r of the Mnnpii.s do 
Paatelhuu! and wile of tin* PniH.Hian rniniHter to 
PariH. Sli(‘ will lx* mention«'d again further on in 
this chapter. 

That Haino ev(*ning, at the palace of the Pru.HHian 
Tjogation, a dinner wan given in honor of the 
Prince, dnefly to military guentB, among whom were 
seven marHlials of France and (lenerul Hegnaud do 
St. Joan d’Angely, commander of the (Innle, The 
Prince spoke jnuch on military maiterH with neveral 
of tlu*Ho ofhcc'rH, atul chnrmeil all bin bearers, it was 
Huid afterwnrdH by one of Ihone prewent At the 
select ladl which was given on the following day in 
the Salle dcjs Marfuilianx, the Princt* of Prtiasia ap- 
peared very lively and remained till three in tho 
moniing. He gave good evideneea of hia «kill as a 
dancer, tliough he was far from perfect in this art. 

Tho Prince visited Saint i'yi\ \hv French military 
school, on December 19ih, where he witnessed 
several exercises porfonned by the eadeta and wont 
away well satisfied with all ho had mm. In eonver- 
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sation later, he praised several features of this 
famous school and complimented some of the offi- 
cers on the proficiency of their pupils. Thus ended 
the military receptions given in honor of the 
Prince of Prussia, who had not lost his time and had 
well employed his inspectiug faculties. 

The fine arts, in which Paris was so rich and 
Berlin then so poor, also had their part in the 
program of the festivities attending the Prince’s 
visit. He was present at a representation of the 
Corsair e at the Opera, in which Eosati, the famous 
Italian ballet dancer, appeared. He went the day 
before his departure to the Comedie Prangaise with 
the Emperor and the Empress. On these occasions, 
he displayed an intelligent appreciation of music 
and the drama, and did not hesitate to give his 
views about composers, singers, playwrights, the 
State theater, and so forth. But it was evident that 
he was not so much at home on these subjects as on 
his favorite theme, the army and government. 

On the day of his leaving Paris, the Prince once 
again dined with the court and the members of the 
German Legation. The greatest cordiahty pre- 
vailed. The Marquis de Toulongeon and the Comte 
de Eiencourt accompanied the Prince as far as 
Strasbourg, when he finally turned homewards. 
They were ordered by the Emperor to treat him 
with marked attention to the very frontier, and this 
order was faithfully carried out, as the Prince him- 
self informed us by telegram. 

The warmth with which the Prince of Prussia had 
been received could not escape the notice of Europe. 
The relations between France and Prussia were as 
friendly as possible at that date, and the Emperor 
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was cleairona of HoeuriiiK O't' asHintaiico of that 
Power in the event of any altt'rutionH oecurriiig in 
tlio diatrilmiioTi of Kuropean ti'rrUcu'h'K. Prince 
William had shown Ihinsair to ht‘ vtny ehnmhng 
and evidently felt iliat lliero wma* many reasons 
why an exelian^t' of friendly attentions should bes 
made. He pcn'c.eived also that the (ham tens of Hatz- 
fold was iinndi nppn'eiafed l)y tin* Emperor and 
Emx)re.ss, and that she strove earnestly nniie tlio 
two coimiri(‘H as ehisely as p(Kssi}»le. It is nmeh to 
ho deplored that her diplomat ie career was so soon 
ended hy the death of lu‘r Imshamt ; ftu* Inid slu' heen 
Amhaasadress of lh‘ussia in IHTth sin* wendd surely 
have, played an inip<ir{ant part aiul pt'rlinps might 
have smoothed over tlie {iiiVundties which led it) tho 
fatal war; for, at that datt*, all wen* tni the friend- 
liest terms, and the Empt‘n)r, tot), highly appreci- 
ated her kindiK'SH and sympathy, which were fully 
reciprocated. 

During the spring of IHo? an t'Vt'ul occurred 
which was justly eonsidercii to havt* ennsidcrahlo 
significance and which proved imhM*d the pn*ludc to 
a definite, reconciliation bctwt'cn Ernnet* nntl Uus- 
aia. This was the visit to France of the (I rand Duke 
Constantine Nicolaieviteii, hrotln*r of Emperor 
Alexander 11, (Irnml Admiral of Hnssia, hitherto a 
most enthusiaHtie partisan of his father’s hellig- 
erexit policy and during the (h*imi*nn war opt*nIy 
opposed to all elT«>rlH of coneilialititi. No wonder, 
therefore, that his arrival in Paris was h)ok(*d upon 
as an occurrence of great imp))rtanct*, which justi- 
fies a somewhat detjiiled account of this mucF- 
heralded visit. 

The Grand Duke lauded at Tonhm on April 20th, 



and waa tho IiouoiuhI ^uchI in Unit military 
during H(‘V(‘ral dayn vvliiah ware (Invoic'd to banquets 
and fi'Htivities of all kinds, lb* then proceeded to 
Paria, wlu'rc' lu' arrived on April doth and waa 
wcdcorned by lb*inee Xapob'on, and minu'rouH other 
liigh funef ioiiarles. d’wo stpiadroiiH of the Ib'giment 
of Uardes fornn'd ihi* (‘scort. The jiroec'ssion 
paHHc'd ahnig ilu' ))onli‘vards, 1hc‘ Hue tie la Paix, the 
Ku( 5 de Hivoli, under the trinniphal arch of the (lar- 
rotiHtd, and rc'aelu'd 11a* Tnih'ric's palace by a road 
bordered on either side* by t larch's. ’Phis display of 
tlu‘ rna'st soldiers of Un* !•' reach army, a vt»ry com- 
mon eustoni in Prance* nndcT all regimes, was made 
for Hevi‘ral purposes. In Un* first plnci*, the (Irand 
Duke was ph‘ased wilh everything military and it 
was a delicmte complim«*ni to him to surround him 
with this elite. The Kanpt'ror desired also to show 
this rc'prc'sentalive of Hussia, Puropi* in general 
and the* I'b’(*neh pc'oph* ia partleular, that, notwlth- 
slaadiag tin* ratln'r inglorious n'sulls of (In* (b’i- 
nu'uu war, Franee still possessed a magnifi(*.(*nt 
army and was still animated hy a martial spirit as 
of oW. 

Wht'U tin* arrival of the (Irand Duke was an- 
nounec'd at Un* fi’uileric's. Un* Kmperor came to the 
top of tin* stairenst* to n*eeiv(* him, and at onee con- 
ducted him to the White Salon where the Mmpresa 
was waiting. That satm* (‘vening tiu're w'as a large 
dinnerparty at tin* Tuileries, and Un* next day tlm 
(brand Duke visited the Louvre. He was partic- 
ularly inter(*Ht(*d by Un* Sovc'rt'igrPs mnHi*um con- 
taining obj‘‘^dH whieii bad b{*l(mg(‘d to (lharh*magne, 
to the thipetinn and Vbiloi.s kings, tlu* Bourbons and 
the Napoleons. ID* stopped long in front of the 
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gray coat ami ilu' little Marengo hat of the first 
Bonaparte; nor did lu‘ tail, later, to viait Na- 
poleoii’H toml) at tlie IiivalideH, as, indta'd, wan then 
the enstoiii with all the <dher la^yal visltorn who 
came to Raris. In ra<*t, this otrieial worship of the 
great Napoh'on was a en-do of thi‘ S<H!ond Empire 
praeiised not only hy tiie Ereneh court and govern- 
ment, Inii hy many of the courts and govermm'atH, 
OHpec.ially tlu‘ courts, id’ other Eurepmui stati's. So 
wiiile Napoleon HI nvvvr wearied of Hludying the 
tlioiighia and actioiiH of Napoleon I, and of emi- 
timmlly placing llu'St* thoughts and actiouH hi'fore 
the eyt‘s of the EnuicU people, the niyaUies of Con- 
tiuenlal Europt' wlui wislu'd to iugrniintc tliein- 
Belves with the Ereneh court and gtivermuimt con- 
Hidered tlint one of tlu' best ways to aceomplish this 
eiul was to slmw an inliU'est in tliis same credtn The 
I'hnperor, hovv(*ver, was not blind to the otamsionnl 
insincorily of tliis foreign incenst* hut neeepled it ns 
honuHt hecauso it exactly Ktpiarcd with his own 
Xiolicy— worship of Ihmaparle, 

During the inspection of the Marine MuH<nnn, 
which took place aftem tiu‘ visit to Uu' Eouvia^ pic- 
ture galleries, the. Grand Duke foimtl a good oppor- 
tunity to show his eonsideraiile naval knowledge, 
for it must not he forgotten tluit he was tun' of the 
favorite pupils of that fnunms Russian navigator 
and exfiloror, (kmnt Rutke. Khm was tin* tlnmd 
Duke without great merit cpiite on his own at’eonnt, 
for his Eabian policy wlien in* commanded the Huh- 
sian fleet in tlu^ Baltic during lsr)4 ah, prevented the 
British from gaining any decisivt* victory. 

A grand ball was given hy the Minister of the 
Marine, and the Duke walktal rouml the rooms with 
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PriiKH'HH Mnihil(lt‘ <m hin ana. Nt‘xi wima a Beloct 
party at th(‘ City Hail annsisfini^ (»r a cancert and 
(UuKU'H faliawad by a sapjiar in thi* ^Phraiu^ room. 
Then Ilian' was a diinn'r at tlia InvalidoH with King 
Joronu', a ball at tiia d’uib'rii'H, gala perronnanaes 
at till' Opera, a vlait to tin* t'ortri'H.s of \diicenm'H, 
Hcvi'ral dayn Hpeut in atti'iuliiig tlu' events on the 
newly opened men -eonrsi' in tlu' liois de Huub)guo 
—nothing, ill sbort, was spari'd that might iidi'reHt 
and amtiHo the honoi-ed guest, h'inally, in this eon- 
luaition, was a grand review on May bib of the 
(Janies and the Paris garrison, on tlu' t’hnmp de 
Mars, d'his revi(‘\v wa.s notable from the Tael that 
it was the ib’Ht iinie all the reginientH of th{« (lardeB 
wens united undi'r otu' eomniaiid and in the samo 
review, d'hus then* wen* the battalion <d' Chassrurs 
d plvd, tour n'giinents of light (‘avulry, the three- 
regiments ot grenadiers, a regimeat of '/onaven, 
engineers, (leiidnrines, two artilh'ry regiments, 
e(iui])ment wagons, and Si» forth, the (Juiih's, Oni- 
raHsiers, OhusseurK, Laneers and the DragoouH of 
the KmpresH. The I'hnjM'ror rodi' over the Pont 
dMom to the Ohanip de Mars, having at his side the 
(Jrand Duki' (hmstantine, Priiiee N'apoleon, and the 
l)uk(» of Kassau, whih' ludiind them nule the Mar- 
hIihIh Bnragua,» iPlIilliers, Pelissiei’, t'aiirohert and 
n(»H((uet. TIh' stamlnrds and flags of the newly 
formed regiments of tlie (Janies were handed to 
tlif'ir eoloiiels hy the Kmp<*ror in person, Hseortad 
and Hurroundml hy a platoon of (lanles, llu' im- 
press witnessed the revit'w from an open wirringo. 
Later, she watched thi' troops from tlu' balcony of 
the Military school as they lilt'd past. 

This grand review, which passed off with eclat, 
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made a sensation not only in I^aris but thr 
Europe and did not a little to inereaHo the 
prosti^^e of Franee; whieli was the vtTy pur 
Emperor bad in view. W'liilt* houoriiiK^ tie 
Duke, bo wan au^ 4 :nientin^^ liis own power. I 
anotlier credo of t!n^ Second Empire. 

On May lltb tbe Emperor, tiu* Prince 1 
and tbo Empress went to Etnitaimddeau to 
few days tboro In company witli the (Irm 
Constantine, tbe (Iraud Duelu'SH Steph 
Baden and Prince Nicolas of NasHuu. Ibdif 
tills unexpected visit, tin? eiti'/ams of Eonta 
spared no paius to Krei't us with ('very ] 
cntbualnsm. Tlu^ strt'ets weri‘ deeoralt‘d 
aiTival in ilu' afternoon, and hriilianily illti 
in tlio eveninij^ ns a hIkii of Keueral r(»joiei; 
stag-hunt on the 12th was very magniriei'nl. 
concourse of people gathered at llu' rem 
and the imiierial party, Hp(*aking as gt'uiall} 
siblo with the persons around it, was highly 
to find it was everywhere gretdt'd with entl 
cheers. This kindly reet'ption of the fat 
mother of the Priruu' Imperial and the wif 
Emperor bespoke the ])opuInrity of tin* (’oui 
was another, though ]H'rhnpH a minor, sigi 
increasing solidity of tlu' rt'ginu*. It, too, 
certain impression, we learned Inter, on th 
Duke and the other foreign noinhilitit'H then 
tainebleau. 

In the evening then* was a torch-light hii 
gates into the castle grounds were left op{*n 
tbo public was able to enter and show its 
iasm. The following days were Bpont in loi 
and drives through tbo forest and tbo no 
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[ of Konlainclth'aii, a Kraiiil diniior in tho QaL 
llt’iiri n and (ho inaiignraiiou of a pretty 
Ler couHtrueiiHl by the niThitwt Lefuel in tho 
t winjLC nf the ('asth*. On (hat occasiou tli(» actora 
u' ('ombdie f'raiK.'atsc jilayial wilh th(‘lr UHual 
it and Ihi' (Iraiiti Luke coulii no! ])rnis(‘ too 
ly tlda (‘.Kecllcnt troupe. On (he Itfh, Ifit* laat 
of tht‘ (»rnm( Ihdii'*H stay, thert* wan a largo 
or parly in the forest, preeeded hy n long w(dk. 
iM'tnrn to tlu‘ enstie at Jiight was nuule by 
I'Hglit, aliout nine o’eloek, and two hours later 
Mniperor hiinself eondiieled his guest to tho 
on and hadt^ him n oortliai farewell, 
ley ahv/iys liked to n*enll that short slay at 
aineltleutt, whieh luul oc'C’urrod this year rinudi 
[•r in tile Hea.Htm than nmmh It \vm thia Heusan 
th(‘ Priiiec* Imperial nnuh* his first attompte at 
lag, in a Hp<d ht‘ learned to h>V(' so dearly in 
’ yi'ars. It was also during this visit that thi‘ 
reeoneilinti<»n with UusHiu was etTected after 
any years cjf eliivninuis hut bloody Hlruggles; 
he lOinperiir ma«h‘ the most of the many oc» 
ns atTordi’ii him t«> sjsenk euntidentially and at 
h with the (Irnnd Duke and the diplomats, both 
ell and Russian, who wen* of the party. Tho 
leal horizon then appeared eienr and elmidlesH, 
at home* ami nhr<»ad, for tin* Mmp(*ror and the 
ri'Hs both enjoyed gnud popularity, the latter 
: partieulnrly well treated at this moment. AH 
enuHcH united iu making this sojourn at Fon- 
hlenu vt*ry i‘njoyahIe and explain why it was 
r(*memherj‘d with peeuliar pleasure, 
e visit of King Maximilian II of Ravarla fol- 
i immediately upon that of tho (Iraud Duko 
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Oonstantiiu'. He had Htri>nKdy nuuiifeHted n d 
to Hpeiul a few dayn a! the (‘ourt of Kapoleo; 
and had hc'eu tauHHirag’ed hy the Poiron de Mei: 
French AmhuHHfuhn' in Munich, tit uiuliU'take a 
iicy which, he knew*, ct»uld have only pleuaaiU e 
iciiccH in Htore hu’ liini. 

Maximilian II uuaiuteii tin* Ihrttm* of Ra 
when hivS father, Kinif LoniN, ahslieated, in 1H4^ 
was a man of culluretl iniml, a !t»vt'r ttf letlen 
the HcienccH and warn well vefsetl in phihtsoj 
BtudioH. lint hy far the monf intert'.HtinK fact i 
him was that, tlmngli he hatl married tin* dan 
of Princi* BTcih'rick William ttf I’ruaHia, he 
known to he {tpponed ttt the pr«tj8*et, then gi 
Htirring tin* d\'uti>nic puldie, which fnvoret 
uniticatimi of {h'rinanv with tht‘ King nf Pruni 
ita head. h'oriunnit'Iy for hin apirit of imh* 
onc.e, lu' died before ihlH wan aeroinpliahed a 
wiiH left to IiIh Hon to t»xperier»et‘ tlu' humiliati 
seeing Ihivariu h1u 1< into the Herman Empire, ' 
happened in Novemher, lH7t). 

The King nnudied hyonH i>n the evening of 
15, 1857, and wan receivtnl with nuieh Htaie i 
railway ntation. Tin* tiatopH of tin* garriaon wr 
gatlieri'd at the entranee, whih* Mnrahnl tie H 
lane, commandi'r^in'chii'f, Umk Ida plaw* oi 
right of the carriage tt» which t!te King wai' 
ducted, and which wan drawn hy four line h 
The Emperor Ht'ni to Hyoim Hevi*rnl of!ie«*ra t 
household to meet the King, nnntng them 
Comte de TaHcher th* la Pagt'rie, llrat idnimhc 
a relative of the Eniprt*HH, who, hh in Hinted 
where in these meinoirH, had been ediumt' 
Bavaria, whore he had many ac<|«aiutnnceH 
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great favoritt* witli King Maxiniilian. Thus 
,h(* lOnipernr’H a! IcuiliuuH, as was hia wont, 
1 iii(o (he sinalh‘.s( (iefaiis. 
r a n-vii'W of the troops on (ho Place Bello-^ 
jyoiiH, the King of Bavaria left for Paris on 
rth, and roaelnnl KotdaiiU'hleau at six nV.lock 
i(‘ palaee a few minutt's laltn*. Followed by 
; of his lujusehold, ihi’ Knpao’or advanced to 
lu* King as far as (he foot of ilie stai roasts 
he. KmpresH Ht»»od at the head, surrcnnuhsl by 
[Ues of her Huile. 'Phe {iresentatioiiH took 
a th(5 (?ait>ri<‘ Franetus I, af(<*r which tlie din- 
lb Hervtal lu tlu‘ (hderh* ll(‘nri 1 1, always Ht> 
’ll! with its Pi'hnatieeio frestau's. 'Pin* fob 
day the Minperor and Kingtjf ibivaria drove 
h the foiM'Ht (>f Ftmtnin(*hl(*uti in a little car-* 
vhieh tin* Finjanair was fond of driving hini” 
luna'rouH guests from Paris hatl bei-u invited 
present dtiring (he sojourn of King Maxi- 
at the pahnu‘, ami llu*ir attmidanet* added 
' to the interest of the ot^’anitm, 
ng the Sceond Kmpire tlu' Kinjjeror utilized 
hue things of France to augment the iclai 
regime. F{>r iiiHlance, nobody before him 
t to lamr in sueli a thortmgh manner the won- 
nalurid atlruetions of tlie Fontainebleau 
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tlio palace and grouiuls into fairyland. Uolorod 
lights iimuinerable nhone in tlie Engliah garden and 
gave the appcairanei' of opt'ralic seeino-y to tho 
strangely constrned'd easlh'. I>e(’oralt'(l and illiun- 
inuted boats th)att‘d over the lukts while on the 
})avilion in the (uaiter of thi* lake (he baud of (ho 
OrenadiorH of tlu'' Gardes niti*rnated with tho 
orchestra from the Opera, d'lu* eviojing i'uded with 
a grand display of (in* works, some (d' which, luvnk- 
ing over the water, falling like showers <d* stars into 
its dark depths, or Kkiinming lightly in brilliant rays 
between the shining boats, produei*d a most wonder- 
fill and original (*(Tect. On May ll'Jd tin* beautiful 
wild gorge, of Apremont was ehosen as tlie grand 
dining-room in wliieh an {)pt'n air rt'past was of- 
fered to tin* King. 

lu aft(*r years, when tin* Eitiperor would Home- 
times talk over with the Empress (he bright days of 
the past, these sojourns at E<m(ninel)leau often 
rushed back to tiiem in most vivid (‘(dors. The his- 
toric aeencs of which tlie palace had been (he center 
and the great Bonaparte the prineipal ac’tur, and 
the picturescpiem'HH niul bentiiy of this superb 
forest all lu'lped to mnkt* an iudi*lible impression on 
both of them, which remained witli (be Emperor to 
the very day of his deatli. Heeolh'cGons td’ this visit 
of King Maximilian wt're an (‘specially bright spot 
in those souvenirs of Eontnineljleim. 

Tho return to Paris took place on May 2*1 th. Tho 
King of Bavaria and tlu* French sovereigns were 
rccoivcd at the station by Prince Kaptdt'on, who had 
just roturnod from a journey to Germany, as will 
be soon a few pagcH fnrtlu'r on in this ebapter. Du 
this oooaslon again tho Prince appeared at his best 
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mu a mil iiid to tlu* Koipuror. He was diplo- 
s, iniuiHurtHi iu Ins lauRua^c and iimdt* nano of 
“niiHtnkcH** of wh’n'h ko nmny of llu* Hocorid 
ro Hlalosmon coniplainod. 

Maximilian duriui^^ his slay in tln^ cnpilal 
ti(‘d tin' Pavillt)n tit* MnrHan, n<% of ooursi^ 
I Huiru'itmi timt% in Hjsilf* of all tin* dinniTH and 
to visit tin* ttanli «»!' Nji|Hih'tni. Ovary wIuto ho 
[intlmsiasdoally wolooniod, and was ('vidmitly 
pleased at tin* atteuliemH of which he was tin* 
fc. IL* dimul at Saint t Irani and dellKhttal the 
i and gentlemen td' the court, with all id’ whom 
attotl nuist ^raeiimsly, hy his genial mnnnerH 
ivi'iy ounviTsation. It was nt)ted that ho spoko 
eipud HureiH'MH alnait inalterH cd aid, lotterH, 
ami military atTairs. His \vc*ll<kuciwn opp^^“ 
to Prussian aKgrand}?;eim'nl w'as, of ODurHO, 
lO least of tin* fi'asonH fm" his HUtuu*sH in Frtmoh 
fUul ptditical eindi'S. 

xiiniliun II hd’t Paris on duni' Hth to n‘turn 
i Htati'H, eurrying awjiy with him pleasant im- 
lium id’ hiH jonrtn*y t«> Franei*, which he often 
to recall. At tlml time the linpt*rial govoni- 
wns on the best of terms with the (it'nnan 
iH, ami the !‘hnperor» who was always mmdi 
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good relatiuiiH hohu* tl«y» porhnpH. Ho winhed to 
conciliate Runnia, to gain FruHHia’n firm nlHanoc, 
and to foHler the fricmdly feeltiign of tlie Heecmdary 
statoH of (lermany, whih‘ nliemiting tlumi an niudi 
aa poHsih](‘ from Austria, in view of the eventuality 
of luR having to interv<'m* in thi« relatiouH of that 
power with Italy. So in infi? tin* EmfuTor offi- 
oially aeut hia eouHin, Frinee Xiipoletm, ti) Herliu 
and to Drenden, ehoinMing the very time when tho 
Grand Duke OouHtuntim' ami tlie King of Buvuria 
wora the honored gueatn of the Tuilerien. U will 
bo reinemhered that the ftrat of t!u*ae perHoiuigea 
was the necond non (if the <V4ir Kieolnn I and played 
a prominent part in the IVimean war; and that he 
married a Genuan prineenH. Ho, by nhowing him 
attontioiiH, the Emperor wan tHmellinting both Huh- 
sia and Germany. 
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youiiKor yoarn, IjIh fact' niill prcaorvod the 
ionic fcaiturcH. 

CO Napoleon wan met at Ma^dt'boiiria: by Gen- 
t)ii Brand and Ooneral von Treakow, who 
'd him to Btn'liu, wlnna* hi' vvaa oflicially re- 
on May f^th, by Triiua* Goor^t* oT PrUKHia, 
«( AiiKaHtuH aiul William of Wurtemberg’, 
William of Bation, the ManjuiH de Moimtier, 
rcMU'h Mininter BruHnia, and all the Htaff of 
(at ion, who awaited bin arrival at the .station, 
t was l''redei'iek William IV on Hhowing bin 
'ill towards France, that, waiving all tin* pre- 
ms of emir! etiipadfe, ae<'t>rding to which tlie 
should hnvi* paid him the firat visit that 
X, the King IduiHelf came, shortly aftc?r the 
of his gufst, to pay him a mirprise-visit, 
was immediately returned, when Ilia Majesty 
[(‘d tlu^ Briuee to the Queen and (he Briii* 
and in (he oveuing neeompaim'd him to (he 
Tlie following <iay lu^ eourteously gave tie* 
the phiee of In imr during the rt‘vie\v in 
tleu Linden. 'J'hat same evening there was a 
court hautpnd at which the healths of tin' 

, Britu'i* ami that of the Kmjieror^s family 
ruuk, with appropriate sjieeche.s. 
i*e Xaptjleou hml mucli iutelleetual fom?. lie 
tpenk Widl ami write well, la faet, he was 
H mori» elever with his tongue than with his 
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ticiilar VKsit to (lormany. PHikm* Xapolinni (‘vr 
aside, on tliin occasion, his well known \h)lt 
principles, so heni was h(‘ on hcin.i^: rniihful 
fulfillinont of his })url as rcprcstnit alive of ih 
peror, and Ihongh he cared lit He about rcl 
duties, he onicially hcanl niass in tiie 
cliiu’ch, wluua* lhi‘ Orand Masltn* of iVrer 
awaited him. 

During his stay in (h'rmany, the Prince 
several evcnin.u:s at the Optu’u, wlicn lu' aster 
some of the (h'rnuin composers, wlio were i 
to meet him, by his kimwledtfe of (I 

miiaic and (h‘rmati nmnical writers, lie re(‘eiv 
corps diplowatUiuc, having an int(‘llim'nt wo 
the eldud' of (‘aeh mission, niul warudy weh*om 
jL^reat savant, ilaron von Unmholdt, wlu) en 
pay his respt'els to Xa])«)Ieon’s represent at ivi 
Avliom the Prinee talked learnedly o!) seientifu 
leans, lisit‘inni. 2 : with eviilent pleasnr»‘ to tin* \\ 
accounts of his wide travels. At I’otsilam, 
Napoleon visitt'd tlu* tnmh of the Oreat Frt*i 
wlitwe. In* learneil tlini tin* kt'eper who t>pen 
gates !\ml known tin* Pimssinn Inu’o, (hat it wi 
same, keejna* who in IHtltJ jiad hIhjwji llie t( 
Nai)ol(‘on I, and now, in I.s57, eondmded thill 
nepliew of t,h<> eojiqiieror of lena and the vie 
Waterloo. Prince Xa{n»leon ofleii dwelt npt 
little ooine/uhaiet* i!i his (h-rmnn visit and le 
membored tin* name (jf this humble ntni ugetl ■ 

Prince Napoleon was present at (he m 
manenvors presided {»ver by tin* Pritme <d’ 1 
to whom he had brought tin* grand eonlon 
Legion of Honor, and having been everywlu 
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object of most marked attentions, ke left Berlin on 
May nth for tke Conrt of Saxony. 

The welcome he received from King John was no 
less cordial than that of Frederick William IV. He 
visited many historic battlefields, and met, among 
other famous men, Count von Beust, then president 
of the council of Ministers of Saxony, but ten years 
later Prime Minister of Austria. He also spent an 
evening with the dowager-queen and the Arch- 
duchess Sophia, mother of the present Emperor of 
Austria. These acquaintances were of value when 
the Austro-Prussian war occurred in 1866, as they 
enabled Prince ISlapoleon to explain many matters 
to his cousin that the Tuileries otherwise would only 
have half understood. 

On the occasion of the King’s birthday. Prince 
Napoleon proceeded to Pillnitz to offer his congrat- 
ulations, and was then taken by the Saxon sovereign 
to Moritzbourg, a hunting box erected in the woods 
by the Elector Augustus, King of Poland. After a 
dinner enlivened by the music of hunting horns, the 
party walked to a glade in the forest where a curi- 
ous spectacle was witnessed — troops of deer, stags, 
and does coming in perfect freedom from all their 
hiding places, to take the food which is distributed 
to them at certain hours each day. “This was the 
peaceful and rural note in this royal visit,” wrote 
the Prince, “where politics and military matters 
pushed all else into the background.” 

On his return to Paris on May 24th the Prince 
had much to tell Napoleon III concerning the 
cordial attentions of which he had been the object, 
and he had certainly completely fulfilled the wishes 
of the Emperor iu showing himself most friendly 
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towardH the Omiri of Berlin. Yet tin' Empres! 
■far from Hharin^i^ Napolenti’s (MithuBinKm for 
many. Even then, ahc' fidt Home alarm an hIh 
nossed all thene tokens (jf aruily shown lht‘ Ge 
HtatcB. Engeuie was e.onliuually askiiig herse] 
(pioBtion: Arc our advanet's HiinuTely aee,t‘ptecH 
doubted it, and I see now that iu‘r donbtH wen 
founded. 

The Emperor at\d the EmpreHs left Saint i 
for tho IhIo of Wight on August h, ISh?. Tin 
lowing day they wen* within sight of OhI; 
Prince Albert, aeeompanied hy his Hoeoiid hoi 
Duke, of Edinburgh, cumn* (ui tlu* (,)ueetPs yac 
moot ttiem, and llu'y wert' most eortlially wtde 
by Que(‘n yielorhu Eharmingly Iiospi table 
gracious, she gave tlumi a heni*ty wadeonu' a 
borne, the euehanted home slu* anti her husbuTU 
built on tln^ finest spot to bt' ftnuid in tht' 
of which Hho was justly proud. 

Immediately after lunch, tin* Prince Eonsor 
a long conversation with the Emper<»r. Two 
later an important interview took place hetwt'e 
Queen, the Prince Eonsorl, tin* Emperor, 
Palmerston, Lor<l (darendoii, Eoimt Walewskl 
Comte de Persigny. On that occasion the Em; 
did not insist, as has bt'cn sumctinn*s stated, o 
adoption of his proposal for the union of the 
ubiaii principnlitI(‘H under the scepti'r of a fo 
prince, but merely askeil tin* Britisli (lov«‘nmn 
disavow its ambassador at (hmstantinoph’ ami 
port the demand nddn'Hsed by I*Vnnc(’, Pnisnii 
Sardinia to llie Sublinio l^orte for the annulmt 
the Moldavian elecfionH 
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smootliod out and regulated in a sntiHfnctory fash- 
ion. The whole interview waa (jniid and agreeublo. 
Dear Oabonio loat nothing of ita familiar and un- 
preientiouH character. Tin* Krnperor Kpokc* frankly 
to Albert, and Albert did likewiae wKli him, which 
is a great advantage. Lord Palmersttm Hiiid to mo 
on the last day: ‘The PrintM* turn say imuiy things 
which we minnot say. ’ ’ ’ 

The Queen went ho far aa to pay a most flattering 
compliment to the EmpreHs, which need not he ro- 
peated here, though, on aceount of its political bear- 
ing, I may be permitted to make thin further 
extract: “Albert, who rarely enrcH for ladies or 
princcHHCH, Iik('s tin* EmpresH vc‘ry imieh; nhe is his 
great alb’',” Thia last phraae it <iuite true. On this 
and otlier occaaions, Eugtuiie did all in her power 
to strengthen the English nlltanei*. 

On his return to France, .Mapt)l«H)n wrote on 
August Ifith to hia royal hontesH: “We left OHbt»rne 
so deeply touched by the amiable Widconu* »»f Your 
Majesty and the Prince, and tilled with admira- 
tion at the Hpectacle of all the virtues (‘xhiluted by 
the royal family of England, that it in diflicult for 
me to find (‘xpresaionH to define the devtUeti and 
tender sentimentH which wo cherish for Vmir 
Majesty. I think when one haa paMsed some dnyn in 
your intimacy, one must become a Ijetter being. 
Pleaso toll the Prince, who bo nobly slmres your 
destiny, that I liave for him the highest esteem and 
the truest friondsliip, which proves Imw much I care 
for him. As for Your Majesty^ft chihlreii, they are 
aU gifted with such excellent and charming c|uiilitieH 
that one has but to see them in order to love them; 
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so it in imly niitiirnl that wo should wish thorn all tho 

liappiucHH thc‘y doHorvo/* 

Tht'Ho Hn«‘H luivo lu^ni jiriutod in another form; 
but thin ia the text an it left the Rmperor’a pen, for 
he it wuH who wrote tliia letter and not tho French 
Miniftter of Foreijcii AtTaira. 

In her r(‘|dy to the Kmporor, the Queen cleclarcH 
with lu‘r euHtomnry Himplieity wluit atTection .she 
luiH for her “well belovtal liusband who has no other 
nmhilioii jhnii to tio j^:ood and to make hirnself use- 
iul wluuieviu- he ean.” The Queen aKuin compli- 
iiienU'd Mug'ontc*. Tht' eouipliment may he fj^iven here. 
beeauHt* it in HHHoeiated in tlu'Se womanly words, 
witli that paid the Prince (‘onnort: 

“In a poHition ko iHolated uh that "which wo oc- 
cupy, w(‘ can have* iio fcrenler consolation or surer 
Hupport lhau tin* synipathy and advice of him or her 
who is eulled to share our destiny in life; and the 
dear Kmprt'ss, with her ^t‘nerouH insliueis, is your 
guardian nugel, ns tin* Prince is my true friend.” 
These were the kindly words wliicli hrouKht to a 
close thia deliKhtfuI sojourn on Mnglish soil 

In AuRU.st, just two years befon*, as we have 
already sr»i‘n, the Knglish Hovereigns officially 
visited the ldmpc*ror and Knipross. Thia, therefore, 
was the rtdnrn visit, in the interval, important 
events had occurred in both countries. In France, 
an heir tt) the throne had been born, peace with Kus- 
sia sijicned am! the young Empire more solidly 
eatahlished in every reapeot. In England, there was 
a gent*ral weakening of tho Palmerston administra- 
tion. Although a new Parliament was chosen a few 
months before tlie Emperor and Empress crossed 
over to tho Isle of Wight, “tho dashing Prime Min- 
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inter,’' as Napoleon termed him, wan dooniecl to 
(h'feat aiul the I'nll came a h-w inonthH after tlunr 
return to Prance. Hut all these events mi hath sides 
of tliG Ohamu'l had at) weakeniuK iniluenee on the 
^oocl niuhTHlntidiuK between (Ireai Brilnui and 
Pranei^ and Hev('rnl of them Htrim^tlunu'd H. In- 
deed, the day was rapidly appronehun? It ennu* in 
January, 18(10— 'Wlu'u the Emperor and Cuhdeu 
eHtahllHluHl free trade in Pninetn sii that thence- 
forth there was a commercial aa well aa a pollllcal 
union between the two great natlonH. Rtd'i'rrlng to 
this ocoTiomio rc'voluticm, tlu* Emperor <‘xelaimcd 
one day: “Sorru* (inuhnuieK declare that this is mi- 
other Wnlmdoo for ns; but they will live to set* that 
it is an Ansti'iditz for both countrit's.” It may ho 
ndd('d that it was this (‘xchangt* of visits in |Hr)5 and 
1857 which paved the way to Huh new economio 
system. 

The first step towards a reconeiliation between 
Franco and Russia after tin* (’rimenn war was 
taken in 185(1 when Napohum scmt a mission of 
extraordinary brillianey, headeil by (hmitc* de. 
Moray, to represeul him at the e«»runnlion of the 
Pj!:ar Aiexaud('r U. It iiad now heeomi' desirahle 
that an oceasiou should la* ftmiul ftn* tlrnwlng thu 
two Hov(‘reignH into a closer muon. A suitahh* op- 
portunity prcHeuted itself in tlie autumn of 1857 at 
Stuttgart, where the Empen»r Alexantlor was visit- 
ing memhtU’H of his family, and whc‘re XapohMUi III 
had decuded to return the visit paid him the pru- 
coding year by the King of WurlemhiTg, shtirtly 
after the birth of the Prince Imperial. The iuter- 
view, which had been talked of for several wonlhs, 
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was at lengtli decided upon for the end of Sep- 
tember. 

The Emperor Napoleon had just passed several 
weeks at Chalons, where particularly interesting 
military maneuvers had taken place on this cele- 
brated drilling ground in the presence of the Duke 
of Cambridge. In every way the reception offered 
to the Queen’s uncle, commander-in-chief of the 
English army, had been most cordial; but as the 
Emperor was now to meet the Czar of Eussia on 
friendly terms, it was more than ever necessary to 
let it be seen that the English alliance would in no 
way be endangered by the proposed interview. 
After events showed that this was true, for, as is 
more than once pointed out in these memoirs, from 
the beginning to the end of the Second Empire, one 
of the cardinal principles of the foreign policy of 
the Emperor was friendly relations with Great 
Britain, in which respect he differed radically from 
his great uncle. In fact, among the few things which 
Napoleon III criticized in the conduct of the affairs 
of the First Empire was the failure of Napoleon I 
to live on amicable terms with the English nation. 
On this point, the Empress held the same view as 
her husband and always did what she could to 
strengthen the bonds between France and ‘‘the 
natural ally of France.” 

King William of Wurtemberg, so cordially re- 
ceived in Paris during the month of April, 1856, 
was delighted to have an opportunity of doing the 
honors of his capital on the occasion of Napoleon’s 
visit. Princess Mathilde, grand-daughter of King 
Frederick of Wurtemberg, had gone to Stuttgart 
the preceding year to offer birthday congratula- 
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tions to her uncle, KinK Wiilinin, tuul hIu* hnti hvaii 
much appreciated and Hnitghl after; muriHJVor, 
Queen Sophie of Ilollntui, dnuiddfr td* flu* King of 
Wurtemberg, Jiad always hlnnva a at rung friiaulsliiji 
for Napoleon III. On the tdher hand, Alexamler II 
was a veiy near ndalhui of the myal fnnuly; hin 
father, Nicholas 11, having hceu th<* sou nf a priucesH 
of Wurtemherg, n woman of grtmi intihleelnnl 
power, who hud been known at the (anni ut Marie 
Antoinette aa the (hnntesse tin Nhual; whih' the 
prince royal of Wurteml>t‘rg, horn td’ tlu' Hecuud 
marriage of his father, wan married to tin* (I rami 
Duchess Olga. These uumerouK aliiancfs lndwt>eu 
the houses of Hnsma atul Wiirtemherg hud been 
strengthoiu'd by freipumt friendly meetings and 
exchanges of amicable .seniimentH, »^o tlml tlie Kim 
poror Napoleon when at Stuttgart fotiml himseir 
one of a gonial family party. Xor is it lou much to 
say that he was loved and Imnored In that eireh* 
whore ho exercised a good and wise intlmmce. 

This meeting of the Kinperors was viewed witli 
friendly eyes by the whole of Clermany, {excepting 
perhaps the Austrian stalcH, ao that the journey 
from Strasbourg to Stuttgart was one Umg and 
enthusiastic ovation. It otTeriHi, by the way, a gtmd 
example of Napoleon’s habit, in the early ymirs of 
his reign, of coiuluetiug, sit far as pimsihle, the 
foreign affairs of Franco by direct intercmirHe be* 
tween himself and foreign sovereigns, supported by 
their ministers of foreign alTairs. Napohnm III 
never liked to delegate diplomatic busineas. He had 
traveled widely, had had t'xtenaivo experience with 
men of different nations, and he naturally ftdi that 
he could handle with suckschh delicate inteniutional 
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matli'J’H. Thi^ uf tht* Hocond Empire 

would luivi* ftnviT iid.HtnkfH t(» rmu’d if Napoleon 
could nlwayn havo purnuad thin wino plan. 

The Enip»‘ror starttal from (lialouH, roviovTOd the 
cavalry divinionH at LumWilb on the Lorraine 
fronti(?r on Soptombor 24th and arrived at Straa- 
h()ur|.c at thrin* n’chu'k cm that nfiernoon, accom- 
jmnicd by tbun'ralH Kailly and Ehmry, liin aldcH do 
canijt, and Prince .Itmohim Mtirnt, hin ordc'rly ofTi- 
ccr. The r«'tM*ptitm wan iinr^miruumt ; tlowao’H wore 
Hfrewn hefon' tin* Hovondi^ii, Iriuniplud nrelu»H had 
been I'nadenl, and nil tln» honacH wen* linuK with Kur* 
IniulH {ind pretfuMfiy diH’urated. The Eiipa*ror had 
uumuted on leaving the Htalitm, and before Koing 
(o the prefeetun* where he* wna to sleep, he reviewed 
the* town diviHiun on tin* Pima* Klf'ber. 

This poptdar reeefithm, one of Die eountless simi- 
lar ovalioiiH wliieh tH’eurn»d thronghout the reign, 
well illuHtralea the pmverftd hold \vhieh the Bona- 
parte family huH alwayn had cm France, and inaki'H 
one regret that a turbulent minority could not bring 
ihemHt»lvc«H to join with the pt*opU* and thus bring 
about a ri*nl “era of gocnl feeling,” which would 
have unifctl tin* whole nntiem nnder cme head, and 
prevented tin* future diHimters whkih fell upon the 
omiidry, 

Fred«*ric*k William Lrmia, sondndaw of the 
Prince td Pni?i«iii and (Irand Duke cd Baden, ar- 
rived that evening at Badcm. He Imd been the Em- 
peror's gucMt in IHhfj, and, oonscapiently, was de» 
sirmiH cd welcoming Napoleon eordially. He wished 
the Emperor to stop, if only ftcr n few hours, with 
him at Manheim or iit Baden, and in the end ob- 
tained Napoleon's eoiwent to lunch wiDi him in the 

»»Or, 
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latter town. Here in anotiuT exampU' of tli(» very 
cordial relatioius which at this (‘{uu'h luiitfd l^h'uuce 
and Oenimiiy and wliich \v«)utd ha\i’ ciudinucd to 
the end if Napoleon could ha\ e had his way. 

.Loaviiiju: Htrasliouru', lluTi'rtiro, at ciLdd o’clock, 
the hhuperor eroHStal Kdil, which was prornscly 
decorated with l*’reneh and ihothoi tln.us, aiul arrived 
at ten o’clock at the station <d' I’adcn, where In* was 
received by tin* (Irand Ouki*, OratuI UucIu'hh 
S tephanie and the I’rinee of Prussia, lii* lunched 
with the Ormid Duke’s rainily and the futuri' king 
ol' PnisHin, Kaiser Wtllichn. Wlnoi leaving tlie ]inh 
ace, the (I rand Dnki* shnwi‘jl Uu* Kinpto’tjr a <‘om- 
pany of tlu^ guards who si ill retained the llag tlu‘y 
had cnrrieil under the First I'hnpire, when the 
Baih'U soldii'rs were the eonirades in arms of the 
French, another striking exaniidf* td’ tin* frieiully 
rchitiona whieii then pre\ailed. 

Leaving Ihuli'U at half ))nst one, (In* Finperor wan 
conviiHU'd by what In* saw and heart I, both in tin*, 
little watering town then st* fashionalde and along 
the whole length of tin* nmii !«» Stuttgart, of the 
great popularity with wldeli his visit was regarded 
in the Kerman stnlesj for (*very where la* wan 
greeted wilii real enthusiasm. 

At HuHtati he was visiti'd hy two princes from 
Baden wlio eunu* to pay their respects ; the ilrand 
Duke and the Priiuu* of Prussia ueeoinpanie!l him to 
OarlHruhe; while tin* Kraml Dnehess Stephauii* was 
still more attentive and did ind stup until they 
reached BrucliHul, tin* point <d' juuetitm lietwei*n tlie 
railways of Wurtemherg and P>aden, w}n*rt* tin* Mm- 
poror found General Baur, King William’s envoy, 
awaiting him. 
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At StiiitKurt tlin KiiiK and PrifUM'H of tlio royal 
family gnH'tt'd thi* Min|H‘ror nt tho Htallon and con- 
ducted iiim to till' jialnen when' AloxuiultT 11, who 
had arrived, witluml (ho KiiipreHH, Iht' day beforo, 
and who WHS Hlayiii|< with liin brother in law, tlio 
Prince lioyal, fd. (wo kilometorH from tlu^ town, 
came to pay him a viMil. Having dimul with tho 
KhiK and Om*eii, fho Mmperor went to niiend Iho 
rust of the (‘Vtmini^ with the Prin«'e Koya!, where he 
mot tlie t''/,ar UMaiu, The i^rirnd avenue leadiiij^; to 
tho villa was brilliantly ii^btinl. All the inininterH, 
tho whole diplomntie eorpn and the hi^h (‘ouri oHi- 
oialH were with the 1‘rineo Uoynl to pay their ro- 
apoctH to the ruler of I'h'anei'. 

Tho C’zar hud with him Prinee (lorlehakcdT, Min- 
ister of Fond^^n AtTiiirM, and the Kmperor wan ac- 
companied hy (’ouid W'aleWMki, Mininter of Foreig^n 
AtTnirK, (’omti* de Payneval, then amhaHHudor to 
St. PeterHhiir#.c, Prince doaehin Murat, and (len- 
orak Flenry and de h'ailly. At eleven o'elock the 
Krnjieror returned to StntiKari with the KiiiK and 
Queen, wdiile the ( V,ar remained with Ida lirother-in- 
law, Thin coiniuM' and K*dnK well illuHtralea tho 
activity of the erowned headn of thoHe day«, when 
parliaments wen* necondary. 

On tht^ momitiK of liie following day, Napoleon 
III paid a lena fornnd visit to the Kmjjeror Alex- 
ander H. At eleven o'ehiek the King of Wiirtoin- 
berg ennu* to feteh him and took him rouiul the 
royal nUddea, wlsere he kept at Inn own expmiHo 
three htmdred thoronghbredH, During thin vinit to 
tho staldea, Napoleon eonibietl hin eunverHation to 
sporting inatlerH, am! the King aftmwvardH re- 
nmrkod that “if the Fmperor of the Frendi ia ua 
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strong in politics as ho is in horsoH, Europe will be 
surprised one of those days.” Imlood, such was the 
ease, for Napoleon’s power in the inteniatioiial re- 
lations of Europe went on growing firmer and 
bolder until the TuilcTies became th«‘ very center 
tho Old World’s diplomacy. 

During the day, after conferring witli Count 
Walewski, the Emperor paid a visit U) the Queen 
and remained a long while with Queen Sophie of the 
NethorlandH. The latter was a firm partisan of the 
close alliance with England and determined to do 
all in her power, while not striving ti» f^reveut Napo- 
leon from entering into friendly relations with tlio 
(’zar, not to let him Hucrifiee what she culled “the 
reality of tlu' English allianco for the Mmnhhuice of 
a liuHsian agreement.” 

How often had the Empress spoken of this with 
the Emperor. Napoleon Hi had certainly no desire 
to abandon the pn‘y for its shadow; but it is eh'ar 
that from tho ver>" first mooting with the Czar, he 
felt strangely attracted by the Husaian emperor. 
IIo was eager to irnike him his political friend and 
wished to gain the Czar’s acKiuiesoonocj in his own 
plans in view of tho possibility of difficulties arising 
between Austria and Italy. 

It has often boon asked, ospeoially at tho time of 
the rocont alliance of France with liuasia, wisether 
it would not have been opportune simply to “over- 
look” the English alliance, whoso principal fruit 
had been a war chiefly benefidal to Blngland, and to 
unite closely with Russia. To do so would have been 
going to work very rapidly, trampling willfully on 
promises made and putting oneself in a bad position 
altogether. If the Empress had been present on this 
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occasion, she would nndouhtedly have nrged the Em- 
peror to remain faithful to his first alliance Eu- 
genie was really fond of Queen Victoria, whose af- 
fectionate interest had been so precious to her at the 
beginning of her career as a sovereign. Perhaps, 
also, she then nourished a httle feeling of bitterness 
against Russia. When that Power sought to draw 
into closer union with Prance, was it not in reahty 
for the purpose of obtaining the suppression, in the 
treaty of Paris, of an article which caused Russia 
some embarrassment, the one relating to the pro- 
hibition of fleets in the Black Seat Had France 
given way on that chief point, the result would with- 
out doubt have been a very close alliance with Rus- 
sia, but it would have entailed also a rupture with 
England who would never have consented — the 
question of the Bosphorus being all important for 
Rer — ^to ratify such an arrangement 

These and many other considerations, which can 
only be understood by watching the course of after 
events, were the object of many discussions not 
only between the sovereigns and their ministers, 
during this important visit, but between the aides 
de camp admitted to the confidence of one or other 
of the sovereigns, both in the Czar’s apartments, in 
those of Queen Sophie, or in those of Napoleon III. 

Alexander II, much pleased by Napoleon’s cordi- 
ality, determined to send for the Empress, his wife, 
who was in the neighborhood. The pretext given 
for her absence had been that Eugenie had not come 
with her husband. It is difficult to understand the 
real motive for such hesitation, or such calculation. 
If it had been desired that Eugenie should come, 
why had this desire not been made known in proper 
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timof Blic would have coa.santi'd, of con 
the ground wub being ivlvd on (>itlicr Hide \\ 
care, and neither of Uie advtn-Hiu’ieH of y 
entering now on a period of imdunl c< 
wantiid to make too many mlvanees, or a 
much room for untoward interpri'tatioii! 
while, Auntria wan (‘vidiuitly aiixiiaiH eom't 
thoHo princely doings in which she felt thn 
being considted, much interest was take 
future by the c'rstwhile mieniit'S. 

Tliu Einpri'HH of liussia reneiietl >S{uttg} 
2()th, accompanied by Qneeii Amelia oi 
daughter of (traud Duke Paul Ert*di*riek 
berg aiul wifi^ of King Otho. d’his was t 
for a renewal of Hoeial festivities, d'lie 
iniui(‘diai(‘ly went to the Drinee lu»yalV 
order to jiay his respi'eis to tin* C'/arinn, h 
that purpose (he eastli* of U'nlbelmn, in t 
of the Neeker, W'heru a most spieudid fiMe 
given that evening in Ids Innmr. 

Nor was thin the end of tin* stu-ial netiv 
the occaHiou of the King’s birthday, b 
27tli, there was a gala na'eption, after i 
the Emperor was much cheered on hu 
church. Tlu' ri'ccptiou was folhiweil by i 
festival, a kind of agrarian fete, which luu 
ranged by King William, and tlu* (W'ening 
a grand dinner and fmovorks display. 

In the midst of all thesi' partii‘H, politir;^ 
lost sight of. In fact, these balls ami feast 
really used to couceal the more serious 
which was being transactiul lait» in the nit 
the quiet morning hours. Tlic Emtmror w 
worker, whether the work came in the 
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nf( nrul PcniverHinK tti a Ijnll-nmm, or in the 
of {'ojiiplirnfoil jH)li{ioal (iiM’as.sinn in tin* cvih- 
Duriii^c lliiH itupurtant vinit, hin tinu* was 
y (livniod bolwi'cn thoHt* two {U’CMipntioiiH. 
thin <ln>% tin* liTth, tin* (V,nr and Kinporor 
'iiHtod with tin* Priinn* Itoynl, hut privntoly, 
it tin* Kin^, tin* C’mirt, or any of tin* Huito. 
Hpoki* toK:c'tln'r lon^^ fuul frcoly. It whh on that 
tin* nnnivorKary of lOrfurt , wlion Xnptdi'on 
d(*xniidi'r int'i in IHOH and otYi'ri'tl p(*aco to 
nd that tin* rlilor Uin*M of tin* rrirnilly aKn*!*- 
.vhif’li tin* c‘hann*Ihsn4 rd’ lln'ir roHpootivf* otum- 
nnl Htndiod and tlraftrd, Wi‘ri‘ {ii'cidod upon, 
ivnroi^UH partotl tin* hont of frictnlH. Thr* firat 
had boon alow and had rouHintod hi j>rdinary 
'HtufiojtH tif ooiirtfHy. Attrartod tlnniirli thoy 
ily \vrr(\ ono ta tho o!hoi\ the* two Kniporors 
nd (purk in niakinir friomlH. 
rt'Hidt <d’ (ln*H»' cnin'orHatioaH and mootinirH at 
art wan a fri«*udly a,irrronu*nl hot worn tho 
ovoroijcnH ntd t«> tnko any iniptninnt atop, 
It firnt conKnltini^C to^idlior, oilhcr in ro^ard to 
Htorn fpo-Hlittn or Italy if Honn* day or nntither 
'ronri* alnadd artH«* hotwooii Krariro and Atm- 
[n Hindi n oano, UunHin proniiHod hor aynipn- 
iioulrality and aifrord, hut without hindiuic 
f formally, to roinwntratf* one* Iminlrcd ninl 
houHnnd nn'ii on tin* fronlinrH of (liilicin 
tin* two idun'o tuonlioin’d powiTH mally ronn^ 
n ho.sfllitirH. Wan tin* tjuoHtion of a mutual 
0 Hcttli'dI Pnrliiipn not; but at any rain it 
"oarlu’d. 

Hovi'n'i^nH now oxrlinngril fari*wi'ils, thr 
leiivin^^ tin* Hnnn* day, while* the* Knip(*ror 
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startod on the mf)rrc)W. The Emperor atteminted the 
effects of the visit by meetiiiK at Weimar, two days 
later, the Empt'tor of Anstria. Put it was iiotiml 
tliat, in spite of all outward appearnnces of eerdi- 
ality, the two sovereigns Htamied somewhat (‘luhur- 
rassed. 

France was destiiuHl to reap much real advantage 
from this Stuttgart interview, wlnm the Syrian 
troubles broke out, in IHtU), and tlu* French and 
English govenmients were forced to an armed lii- 
lorvontion in order to check at DiimaHcus the niaH- 
sacro of Ehristinns by M(>homednnH, Had it not 
been for the unfortunate evimls in Poland, when 
France consideretl it Iut duty to interv'eiie in IHtill, 
which naturally displeastnl RushIh, who can say 
whetlier the alHanee would not have bec.ome strong 
and' lasting! But Innvever this may b<*, this early 
effort of Napoleon III to bring France and UiiBsia 
together was based on wise cuknilationH and always 
had the Erapresa^ warm support, for who could not 
see that, with England and Eusaia friends of the 
Tuileries, the Second Empire stood in an exceed- 
ingly strong position! 



(JHAf»TKH X 


HOMK OFFIflAl. JtH’UNKYH 

Thk year IHHH wan a rather Htonny period ia the 
history of the Soeond Mnipire. Thoii^^di the coim- 
iry was not tJisturhed hy war (iiirii).jjf thai Iwtdve- 
month, it wan a ycuir that lay hi'twiaai tw<s wars^-- 
that with liuHHia, from tht* eiteetH of whieii h'raaoe 
]md only just reeovered, and that with Aimtria, for 
the unity of Italy, whieli was about to heKin. It was 
during tlu'se iiitorvals of eomparative cuihn that the 
hJinperor used tt) aeisn^ the oeeasion to strengthon 
liimsolf both at hotne ami abroad. “I always think 
of your excellent Kagiish atlagt*,'' h(‘ easnally re- 
marked one evening (t) tin* Hritinh ambassador dur- 
ing a (liploirmtic rc’ceplioii at the dhuleries jit this 
epoch, “ ‘make hay wlnm tin* sun shlneH,’ 1 sliould 
prefer to make it all iln^ time. But the sun will not 
always shine.** Knowing thai his inllumice abroad 
was baaed on his popularity at liome, he felt that 
good domestic politics waa the basis of good foroipi 
policies. Ho he always liked to combine them. Tima, 
when the Kmperor w’as to have a fonnal mooting 
with a sovereign, be generally arranged the event 
BO that ho, sometimes with the Empross, visited 
some of the French provinces, either l^efore or aftor 
the royal interview. If he thought that the aims he 
had in mind would be best prornottsd by coming to 
the forciign crowned bead fnmh from the applause 
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of tlio ])oy)ulacis than tho KinptM’or W(n 

to tho provincoH {irsi. lUil if, on tlu' utiior Im 
n})pi'nr<'(l 1o him wiam* to hco {1h‘ nihm firwi, lli 
own snhjoc'.iH W(*n' rcci'ivod aftiTwards. TIh* t 
visits of llu' smnmor of will illustruto I hi 
tom, and ar(' conso^piontly .a-ivoii ian’o in s<inu' < 

Marshal IVdissior, Uukt* of MalakolT, Fiaaic 
bassador at lanid<m, had luam tuformod as on 
Juno 10, IHOH, of tho iidoadtnl visit td* tin* Fni 
and tho FtnprosH to Olu'rhourvc, on August 4{1 
it was tliou arraiigi'd tlud. they Wiiidd ht‘ Join 
tlio 5th, by tho QiuMm of Fnglnnd and tlu' 1 
CoriHort. 'ThiH mindiiig was folt to ho full of h 
canoe, coming as it did so shortly nfior the i 
affair and Iho Fohmols’ protosts, oonoornini 
sad ovonl. It will In* ronuaiihiu-od that Froucd 
lie o|)inlon and military oirolos wort* sovori* or 
land, winch was nndosorvodly hold rosponsih 
those attomptH at political mnrdiM\ 'The Ih 
MalakolT had shown great ch'vornoss in obi; 
from tho Queen sueh a prtanpt ac.eojjtance i 
invitation tenderi'd by tin* Mmporor; and hi 
eroigna thanked him by Icttiu’ and liy word td‘ 
for Ida Huceeas. 

Queen Victoria and Pritua* Albert left Oslar 
August 4tli, at mid-day, on the layval yacht, Pi 
and Albert. An imposing royal Hcpiadroti !ui 
tho port some hours earlier and was to Hurnni 
yacht on its arrival otT the harbor of Cher 
At five o’clock on tin* same* day the Kmperc 
tho KmproHH reached Cherlauirg. 'The prineip 
ciala of the town were presented by tin* mayo 
tho bishop, surrounded by his ehuxyi ehnntec 
Deum. A great number of tho inhabitants 
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town entliiiHiaMticnlly Iho royal visitors ami 

followed iiH into tin* city. “I scc^ Hint all will go 
well,’’' rtnnnrkrd fla* I'lniporor lo Hu* PnijiroHs, ns 
tlu’y wtTi' driving lliroiigii lln' HlreolH; “wlioii tlio 
inunicipnlily, Iho church, and Ihc pcfqtliv unite in 
aoclainu ng us, I always let*) that hucccsh is to fol- 
low as all along Ha* line.” 

The (^mani’s arrival was announced ahout. hcvcu 
o’clock, Mhorlly afterwards the Minperor and ilav 
Ptupnsss went out to nuMd. her in a white canoe with 
a vidvei awning, on which was emlirtiidcriMl a golden 
eagle. Prince Alhcrt awaited tlanu at the foot of tlu^ 
yaclii’s staircase, at the sidt* of tla* vessel, the 
Qiau'n hi'ing at. the top. dha* Knipiu’or mounted tla' 
ati‘p*'^ tirst, followed liy tin* Mnnjn‘ss, “who was 
wearing a white and nmnv<‘ silk dress, with n Imt 
triinnunl with hlnek niul whii«* lace,” reports one of 
the, chroniclers of the tiunn d’he (,)neen kissed both 
of tlieiu. “1 do not say nineh, hut I feel nuu’h,” sin* 
said Very waianly, as she enihraeed Mugenie. 
Marshal Pelissiiu’ was on tin* C,)neen’s yacht. “’Fhe 
gallant general knows what wi* all think of Your 
Majesties,” remarked \'ieloria as tlu' ainhasHudor 
advaneinl. “d'hese Indii's and gentlenuni slmrc our 
atTeetion for Your Mnjeslii's,” tlu* KanpresH (juiekly 
respcunhal, on presenting tlu* suiti', A tirst inter- 
view then look place hetween tln^ I0nip(*ror and 
Qu(*en, tin* eonv<'rsntion turning inmiedinti*ly to 
political topics. “I cannot li‘ll Ytmr Majesty,” be- 
gan the hhnjieror, “how W'e all n'gret tliose hasty 
dolonels’ Hpeeehes, liow' W(‘ deplore tin* clouds 
which hav(' arisen ft)!* a iuonu*nt, between the two 
gnuit nations, but wbicb at lengtli are happily clear- 
ing away.” At a later dab* the Fanporor said to the 
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Empress: “It was evident that the Queen 
favorably inclined towards Frantus rrinee A 
however, seemed openly hostile; this it was 
to gather by reading beiwetai the liueH of t 
said.” The same fact, indeed, is openly stat 
the Queen’s Diary and in Sir Theodor(‘ Ma 
book. 

On the Thursday, at noon, the Queiiu and 1’ 
Albox’t returned the Emperor’s visit, driving t 
marine prefecture for that purpo.st'. ’fhe Era 
has written in a private nob*: “Tlie convc'rsati 
the preceding day was ontu* more remumt^d a 
luncheon, which was somewhat formal T( 
Queen’s questions the Empress rc'plied by j 
tailed relation of Orsini’s tr(‘acher(jus attern] 
my life, dwelling specially on tho harm doi 
that occasion by the pn'sa on both sides o 
Channel When will the newspa])erH h'ave to 
affairs to the diplomatists!” 

One of tho members of Eug<hii('’H suite on 
occasion gives this unedited aceount of sonu* c 
events of tho day: “The reception aftc'r him 
was attended by all the ministers who had 
on the jouniey, as wmll ns tin* memhers of tin* 
tary and civil households on duty, (’ount Wnh 
Countess Walewska, and a very handsome Sp 
lady, Mile. Sophie Valera (h* la I’aniegn, win 
cousin of the Empross, The Duke of Mnl 
found this lady charming and paid h(*r mi 
attention. At the end of a few wt‘ekH, duruig ' 
time ho sent verses and pretty notea to hc»r, th 
lant officer asked for her hand and some wee^ks 
she became Duchess of Mnlnkoffl In the <*ven: 
state banquet was held on board tho Bretagne. 



I, who wuH V(‘ry graciouH to ovorybody, was 
I bfUvoon till* I'hupiTor and the l)uk(^ of Cam- 
% whih* Prinoo Allu'ri wuh tadwoon tho Em- 
aiut Comti'HHt' dc‘ In llodoyon*. An (‘xoidlent 
phiyod during tin* diiiniT. At the* mid of thu 
[, the fiiniHTor r<i.sc tt» projuiHo a toast to tlio 
i and Koval Family. I (•art'fully noti*d what 
id: am happy,' ho hr^^an with oonHitlorahh* 

L(, ‘to lioar tfHtiniony to our frimidly nympu- 
ir FiiKlaiul ami Iut rulors; to-day’s (‘vemt:^ 
for thmiiHcdvoH nnd prow that honlih' pas- 
aidrd by Hoau* unfoiiunati* incidmitH, have* 
Liunbli' to w<*aktm Ihi* frii'ud.sldp oxiHliu^c bt»- 
tilt* two nntion.s, or modify tht* mutual tb'sin* 
lain at ponof. It ia my firm ht^licf that if any 
[it won* math* to awakrn ill-fooling and tho 
1 of by u:ono tlays, huoIj offortH would provt* 
iliiig and Hink iutt> iu^ihiUKiwHH in tin* pran- 
:if tin* ptddto, ij^ootbHojmt*, as tbo wavos art* 
n liattk by tbo j»‘tty whiob imw prott'ots tbo 
rouH tjf two ompirt‘H from tin* fury of tho 
Tin* Kuiportir’s wonts, which won* glvon in 
*nt stylo, prodiiood a gout! impression, as i« 
y tin* oasi* \vbi*ii In* spoaks. 
inct* Albort rost* in his turn and thankod tho 
ror for his friondly words, lie than spoko of 
icroasing goodwill hotwoon tho two natiuiiH. 
friotnlship/ aniti tin* Princo, in closing, *ia tim 
ition of thoir mntual prospority, and fionv» 
ilosHing will not fail thorn. Tho Quihui pro- 
tho hoalth of tho Emperor nnd Emprosa.’ 
ia h*fl in tho appinuso which groototl tho 
* as In* Hat tiown. Priiuu* Albort appoarod 
movod ami was ovidontly in a hurry to finish 
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Ms remarks. The Qikm'U was iit»t less ni 
Emperor also showed eoiisiderahh* emot 
was plainly shared by the Enipress. 
anxiona mouieui, and tlie Empress appn* 
embarrassed the Pritiee (‘onsort was. ^ 
admitted that Ikt throat was so eoatraett 
eonld acarc(‘ly swallow her eolTe(‘. Hut t 
broken and the political results seemed 
good things. 

“There was a grand illumination (d' tl 
the barber; it was a fairylike and 
remembered sight, d'he sovereigns of h 
their guests watclu’d the lire-wtirks from 
dock of the Ih'f'latinr, This was I’olltjwi 
songs remh'red fimm a boat by tlie Hnint 
Club of (Cherbourg, while the band playet 
tho Iirvta(/n<\ Then, in the midst of lum 
and pasKiug through tlu' illuminaled v 
Queen and Prince Consort returned to t 
Tho Emx)eror and Enpiress were very pr 
lino way in which the whole eereunmy 
conducted by those who had it in eharge. 
they may be, for both tlu' Priiua* ami Mi 
nounced it ‘perfect,’ several times. 

“Tho following morning tin* Empenu 
proas wont to tin* ynciht to hid farewell to 
guosta. Tho leavedakings wcua* imssi co 
Queen had fully comprelamded tin' si nee 
woloorno extended to her by the Ereneh i 
‘Tho bonda betwcum us art* tight ennui ns 
fore,’ she aaid, ‘The cloud created liy tl 
has evidently cleared away,’ repUiul the 
But tho shadow caused by tin* Plomlsiertu 
between Cavour and tho I‘lmperor at ill i 
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Cherbourg beHklea t}i(‘ much (ii'Minui nu’on 
with England. On AuguHt 7th tli(‘ Empcroi 
inaugurato the new do(?k, whicli had be 
structed in the arni'iial of that towii, atul on 
tlio 8th, he was also to unvOl (lu* Htalue of b 
I. Anything connected with his unc.h‘ 
courHc, always near tlu> lu‘art of Nnpoh 
“This event alone,” ho said to tin* Emp 
ho wnB leaving Paris, “would have dt'cide 
go to (Ihorhourg; in honoring the (Irt'ut E 
we are putting a new Htone in the foundatic 
Second Empire.” 

The acting private secretary to the Empi 
written out thcHe notes on lliis part of thi‘ . 
“An enormou.s crowd had ruHlnul tn ('Inwhi 
these ceremonies and the went Inn* was mu, 
—‘just what I had h()i)ecl for,’ remarkeil 
press. After their farewell to the Queen, 
poror and Empress lunched on Uu' Jirrtni 
then visited successively the ships of the s 
which were riding at anchor in the luii 
beautifully decked out with iuuumerahh? tla 
Emperor distributed nu'dals and decoratiot 
ollicora and sailors who were prc'sented to 
Admiral Hamelin. *l trust Hint greater 
await you in the future,’ he said to each r 
giving special attention to the sailors. ‘Tin 
always have a claim on us for particular at 
he said privately that evening. 

“A state dinner at the maritime prt*fect 
one of the chief events of the visit. Th(' 1 
was in good spirits and conversiHl freely 
those near him, saying much about Franco 
relations. ‘It is the duty of every Frenclu 
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the Enipt'ror niul Einprc'SH Wfiii to tho P! 
polooii, whore tli(‘ {Mjueslriaii .statue of ti 
Emixu’or wan to he unveiled hy his neplu 
Empc'ror responded to tin* mayor’s patri 
marks by an admirable spis-eh. I uuteil do^ 
phrases: ‘Ijei us tirsi of all remh'r lioma.a; 
memory of Napoleon, who was inspired ti 
the ^^i^aniie works now b«‘in^ terminat<*(l 
rcnderin/s^ full justiee to the Eiujieror, W(‘ sh 
lorp^et the perst'verin^ idTorts of flu' .licove 
which preceded and which followed him. '1 
thoup;ht of the creation of the ptirt of ('h 
came, as you know, from him who created 
military ])orts and stron^duihls Loui.s .X 
ended ])y the genius of X'aulian; Imt H shonl 
foixotlcn that I/ouis X\’l actively curried 
work which had been be^um d'he head «d‘ ur 
p;ave a fiu'sh imi)ulst* to thcst* labors, ami h 
time every ^n)V('rnment has considered it a 
follow in his Hieps.’ 

Those words utt<'r(*{l hy the Emptumr in p 
the French kiuKs nnuh' a most liappy im} 
Ab has been befon* remarked, Napoleon 11 
failed to seize such occasioUH for payini( c 
hoinaf?e to tin*, old monarchy. It wt‘ll taxempl 
lofty fj;enuroHity of liis characltT. It may I 
that his exnmj)h‘ in this connection hn.H n 
generally folh.wed hy the govc'rnments tl 
coedod Ills. The Kepnhlic is not prone to 
anything which was done before its time. 

The person who has alnnidy Ihhui tpiot 
timies his account in thesi* words: ‘‘Town 
close of his speech tlu‘ Emperor gnwv V{»ry 
He was much cheered when he said; ‘W 
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were grouped on the little hillB from whi 
could view the sea, and the number wuh in 
by crowds who came in from the mnghbor 
lagcs and liamietH. In the church oi Saint Lc 
Bishop of Quimper said to the Empress: ‘’V 
loved x^rosence reminds our peoph* (»f tin 
Duchess whose I'oyal spous(‘ was also tht‘ f{ 
the people. A respc'cled and elocjuent voice 
all Franco that you arcj (hitholie and piom 
good deeds rex)eat this each day.’ TIu* Empi 
much touched by these words. 

"The sovereigns visited the lumpital ar 
and were X)reBent at a ball offtManl by th<‘ 
pality. They sat on a throne uiuhw a nul da' 
fifty Breton pmisaut couph^s, aimouneiul 
hautboy and biniou, a sort of Bndon bagpi 
wearing (he aneiimt costume of Finislere, f 
the throne, xireceded by (lowing baimors. T1 
went through the (]naint daneiw of Un* ( 
much to the amusement of the Imperial pa 

“The following day, the Emperor and 1 
visited the frigate I'hptiH, the midshipmen’s 
and the Horda, the marine cadet-sehooL 
said the Emxieror, addressing tiie.ne two boti 
had been brought togetluT for the oceasion 
forgot that true patriotism tliiiiks of the 
first and the rulers afterwards.’ In the 
there were brilliant illuminations and fei' 
and the Emperor and Empress said they wo 
remember the tmthusiaam of these inti 
youths, 

*‘On August 12th the Imperial cnvalci 
Brest. The drive from Brest to Quimper wa 
and ceaseless ovation. All along tiio road 

244 


SOME OFPK ri AL JOURNEYS 


,1 carriage was OBCoricd by peasants, who, 
ited on tluur horsoH and bearing tricolor flags, 
ed each otiier from one village to another. 
\ Laiuh'rnau to (jluiinper, no less than twelve 
iphal arches W(‘re passed under. Around each 
ese were grouped the inhabitants of the neigh- 
)od, luuided by prii'sts in sacrodotal vost- 

H, mayors, municipal councilors,’ and men 
ing the medal of Saint Helena. At Quimper 
nau'ption was particularly enthusiastic. A 
try ball was ofTered that (‘vmiing, and there 
a grand display of fnaavorks, though, unfor- 
.ely, many p(U'Hous wctc wounded by the 
CH. Dr. Jobert de Dnxnballe, the Emperor’s 
‘on, gave his bcHt attention to the patients, 
lh(^ Manpiis de (’adore, of tin? military house- 
of tlu^ Ernpri'MH, who was much moved by the 
ent, was sent by luu' to find out all about the 
ided. But lh(‘ n(‘xt morning, it w'as learnt that 
vounds W('re witliont gravity, whereupon the 
eror and Empress imnuHliately sent gifts to the 
ided, A little girl, who had been slightly hurt, 
veil a gift of two hundred francs, which she 
ed to her mother, keeping only twenty francs 
ierself. Sin* had the coin pierced and wore it 
d lu'r neck, in remembrance of the ‘good Em- 

I , ’ as she said, n'lie Empross heard later of this 
and k(‘pt Hus child in view for several years, 
ng Iier in many ways.” 

lO Empress wrote at the time as follows in a 
r to a friend: “The weather was perfect, and 
short trip by sea from Lorient to Port Louis 
most pleasant. The stretch of water between 
.wo towns was dotted with brightly decorated 
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ships, yacliis, and Hailing boatn eniiva^ying li 
inakorH to Port Louin. Iii tin* harbor w(‘r(‘ i 
of tlio fieri ’h Hliips. The cannon of Saint N’ 
fort saluted onr arrival, while pifdnreHtpie 
boats, brought inlo line on eillnn’ side td' on 
ag(^, and stndehing Troin the landing stage ! 
to sea,, fornual a iiovtd and (juaiui (hndde 
way. Tlu‘ oHicialH of the town and the ea< 
iniiform canu^ to greet tlu* Fin{)(‘ror; the 
made the uHiial H])tH‘ch welcoming \is to hit- 
and th(^ young girls of the place (dTereti nu' 
ae.eordijig to tiine-honort'd custiun. 'Tlum, 
the (iheering of the aptHdaiors, the KmpertJ 
me. his arm and wt‘. ))nssi'd through tlu‘ gat(‘H 
town, towards tlu' fortress built by N'aubai 
view from tlu» forts whieb didVnd the eitj 
marv(‘louH. On out' sith' Tn* tlu» harlun* a 
houHOH of the town elenmeul against, the hori 
front m the Hteeph' td' Ploenneur, its thutclu 
dotted on the* greem valley; beyond can b 
only a vast strideh of blue stai, sparkling an 
leas, with, far in th(» distance, the vagut* out 
(h’oix island. 1 am bdd that eneh ytuir an in 
ceremony takes plae(‘ at the entran<*.e to thi 
bay, wlu'u tlie fishiag hoats (d’ Ptud Oouis, I 
Ploernuair and (Iroix island gather togetlier 
the clergy, chanting tht‘ sailor’s hynni of ‘ Avi 
StelhP come to the spot in n small ehnptd lik 
and, in the Tuime of tin* (tod wIkj gives all 
bless the sea so that it will yitdd (Ish to th 
fisherman who henceforth will east his m 
greater confuhmcc^ Into the dta'p waves. 

“The Fimperor went into om* of tin* linst 
exanamo the cannon and, aftcT several tr 
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which pvc Hcmc iilcu of tlui vvaraith of the 
;,n: ‘To OiH Maj only thf Kmperor, the 
’a gralHuch*; to llor MajoHty Iho l<]niproHH, 
fied K^uuhu'HH, (hui hlt‘HH ilia Triiiee Im- 
AU HndojjH lovt> liliii,’ At Saint (Jill^a, 
rion, and Konnin^ny, e‘Vfrywlu>n‘, in fact, 
h(* wlndi' rnuii', witc inomiini'niH of vcrdim* 
,vc‘rH. Willi cutliuHiaHin rcii^mHl everywhere, 
p to An ray ilHclf.’* 

her loHKiT letter written by thi' lOmpreHa 
H thoHo paHHa^eH: “Auray ia a npoi rich in 
i*«. A ahort dintanee away, tlie Ihiddn’ re- 
niH left itH traevH in the idKHiitie Htoaen of 
, wdi(‘re the tlelda are Hlrewn with ntenhira 
huena, tn tin* K^’‘‘ttoea of Idouarncl and of 
•iinpier. At the ^atea of the towni, Jean de 
rt and Ciiarlen de Illoia tmme to hlowa in 
a tleeinive action in which Hu tlneacdin took 
’harh'M de lUoin hmt Ida life and Montfort 


:*d iHike of Itrittmiy. hi a meadow near the 
lenring: tin* hi^nhi-iouH name of "Martyra' 





homk imnviAh journeys 

sharcH wcmIJ bn^itk if the farmers attempted to 
force them hvymul n cerlnin limit In the country 
district thin fiiet wm pniverlHiiI, and everywhere it 
was stiiii that mimt bo careful of the Chapel 
when plowiiik' at BiwmmoU Near the hold was a 
smull villnKo enllod Kor^Anna in remembrance of 
the oratory. At the boKinniriR of the 17th century 
a funner liviuK in tho village, a simple and God- 
fearing man nainod had a strange expe- 

rience, tegeiHl liiiH if that Providence, over more 
n'ttdy to revi'itl her ifiystorios to the humble than to 
the proud, wfirnotl Xio«il{r/,i«^ by reiterated visions 
uf Saint Anni% tlnit tlir» woman dioaen in this world 
to hi‘ the grainlmotlier t»f Utirist, was to bo specially 
venerated ifi tfiiil neighborhood which had for- 
merly lieeii the site of her geriorosity, Nicolazic was 
laughed at, repttlneil liy tho clergy, treated as a mad 
man, hut his faith could in»t bo shaken. 

“\V«mdrrftd thinga occurred, it is said, which 
oonrtrinod the t liristiaipH words. An antique statue 
was foinitl in the fichl by Iwo pcasanlB who were 
led lhith«T by a Itircli which fell from heaven. At 
first it was RtiuHl up only on the grass; but after an 
investigiition condiiclcd by Hcbaatien de Rosmadeo, 
Bishc»p of Viimics, mul Dora Jaoc|ues Bullion, 
Bachelor at tin* Horhnnm?*, it was decided to erect an 
altar for it. itini rm Jtily 4 , 1II2H, the first stone was 
laid, in the prcuciicc of thirty thousand pilgrims. 
Nimdiiakj tlicnl of joy, after having prayed for some 
years iit the find of tho statuo of Bt. Anne, which 
was evctifiiitlly viiilcd on every anniversary by 
thmisttiidfi of Ihc fftilhful. It is said that a peaceful 
rnoraemt prccctlctl thi* go<Hi man’s last breath. ‘Here 
is the Blpswjd Virgin/ said he, ‘and Baint Anne, 
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my good miHtrcHB/ Ih* whh huriod at tiu* 
where ho had foinui tiu' iuiraruU>us atatuo 
his hones rest to this day. 

“Since then the j)ilirnniai?{‘s tt» Saint . 
become famous. H'he Sovereign INndilTH 
couraged it^ by granting favorH and hi 
those who take part in it, while nmnena 
liuve been heard, thankH to {}u» intereess 
venerated patron, and Itrettni piety has 
custom to pray at her slirine in alt tin' 
portant circuinstanees td’ litV. Anne o 
came here to ask that ehihiren miglii la 
her, and Louis XIII, Louis M\\ Henrit 
of Bhigland, Maria Leekzinskn, Ltnds 
Marie Antoinette all sent gifts m pimo 
fuitli in the power and giusdiiesH of tins u 
We could not fail tt> hear cnir lestimoi 
presence to all the wonderthd powtn\H pu: 
BO blessed a shrine. 

“Baint Anne’s chapel is situated at tin 
vast cxmrtyard suiTtanaleti by bnildii 
fanned the Chinnelile convent and widel 
came a (’ntholic btsys’ selnud. The cm 
entered by a triple portieu snrmonnbni 
terior altar reaeln'd liy two largi’ afnirt 
on the model of tin* stairway at Sun tl 
Laterano in Home. It is eidleti tin* Sea 
Because of the high altar, twenty tlnni 
aons can la* prescnit at muss, d’lie nnm! 
vetoes or tnhlets on the walls i»f the eln 
numerahlo. A ’Holy B’ainily' was pronds 
Emperor, and I will sm* tlial it is givni. 

“Great prcparalionH wore nalurtdly ni 
wv® ni here with all due Holemnity lunl 
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country, I hav(» di'ninui Id cdim* hi*n» on m 
vornary to pray (hxl for that which ia the ol 
all my clTortH and iny hopi‘H* the wc!I-hoin|^ 
nation whom lie Iuih Hcnt me to govern. I imj 
to bo wclconuai l»y ho vctunidih* n prclatt* ant 
on yonr prayers tt> tlraw down uptrn mt‘ a In 
bloHsin^i:/ 1 tlidu.ijrht I in* Emperitr's little sptM 
well liirmai. Anyway, it was widl deliver 
very well receivetl, f(»r, in tin* midst of entln 
ovatioiiH, th(‘ Empt*ror and mysidf t(n»k tm 
beneath tlu‘ dais atul enwHed the eottrtyarti 
cesaion, followed by the elerj^y ami the mem 
our houaehold. We wi‘re then hal to the i 
ohapel and recited the litany tif Saint Amn 
the imposIiiK ‘Uomine Snlvnm fat^ imper 
nostrum KaptdeouenF uas ehanfetl tiy cleri^y 
and pt'ople, ami rt’peatetl hy the crowds outsit 
were tlu'u coinluclcd to tmr thrmn's with th 
ceremony. 

“Maas was said on the altar tm tin* Hcala 
while reli^fitJUH airs, reinhmetl Ity the infantr 
altmmnti'tl with siuKinK hy tht' pupils tjf the 
(tnnnonH were tired at the* tdi'Vidittn ttf the lit 
the enti of tin* mass, a voice was heard ii 
the pndec.tion tif Sairtt Anne tm the Emper 
self and tlu^ Prince Imperial. The air elms 
a papular tmt*, anti the chorus was taken up h 
aanda of voices. All hearts were flllml wit 
tioii at the spontantsatK am! hearty remlej 
this aonp: Ity all llmse present, and m» heitri 
fuller than tmr tiwn. 

After the service, sixty tlnnwiirnl medal 
brought to the Bishop to la* hlessetl itM soiivi 
the Emperor visit to Saint Anne. The 
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then intoruul tin* Tc* Otnini, ajul mwv njcnin the pro- 
cession wriit rnninl lh«* court yiird, preceded by u 
Dfiagnificent white msdre .silk l»muit*r cnibroldered 
in gokb the inuiK'i* uF Snlut Auiie l>eiug on one 
side and the anm c»r Francf^ on the other. Thin 
banner WftH one of ottr Kiftn, {lie gtdileii niche, in 
which the Htiitue of Saint Anne wan lH»rne, being 
another. We afterwardn visited the Hcluud where 
the pupilM reeiti'tl verneH, ami hidding good liy to 
the Hinliop, the Kmpenir i‘\preKHed a ftuir lest the 
fatigues of that day elnndd injun* hin heaitli, ntid- 
ding: *Tlie pleimure I have hatl in seeing ytnt, Mtin* 
seigneur, wouhi be nineh ^p^Jl^ if you .Mhoidii autTer 
thereby.’ 

In nncither letter written by tlie Knipreag, I find 
tllOie pHKWtges ; “"rile tteleoiiie given to iw at Viin- 
ntiH wfw very conliul and iinpoHing. The following 
morning, after the Fniperni had dialrihuted deco- 
rations in till* courtyard of the prefecture, we left 
V^annes alumt ten o'eloek in the midst of enthu- 
fiiawtio deinonstrat tiUiH. Out. side \‘anni*« were 
crowds of pcuHiinta who ai'conipanied uh, not nu‘re- 
ly on horaeliaek, bnt alnu in curls, into which were 
pncki'd n« many Hpectaiors an possible. It was 
a Rtrangi* sight, this long string of horsemen and 
vehicles «lruggling one with ftiiolher, stopiping up 
the way and each «jne trying to gel fdieiid of his 
neighbor. Chir post clndsi- hurried ovt^r the road. 
At Meneon, {irandcimmp, H?nl other places, were 
maaseii of llowera and flags. At it distance of «oma 
twclvff milea heyomi \'nni}es, our carriages stopped. 
We were in front of a triumphal arch surmounted 
by the Imperial firms and fomaal of foliage, flow- 
ert, flagi, agnculturil implements, whih* the base 
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was surrounded ])y fannorn holding oxen luir 
to tho plow. Thus was the enlranoo to the 
erected on ('Ornhoei plain by PrincoHs Bae 
a cousin of the Emperor, and wluise luispitnl 
had acccpitul for limrlu I'la* poasnnls had 
tho followin.e: inscrlplioti over (he nrehway, i 
ton: ‘Dent nind f‘r Kt>ni er lIo<»f,’ which n 
translated, ‘Weletjuu^ (o Eornhoetd (‘hildret 
tho Moiistoirac Hehools strewenl llowi'rs in fr 
us, while two youHK Kiris presented us with 
Kays. The Princess greeted hm* warm 

wo embraced her cortlinlly. \Vt» them visit i 
whole chalet, which is filled with portraits o 
ouH numiherH of tlu* N’npoleonii* family, Bm 
was served in a rnstle. hulh foniunl of rcniKhl3 
trees, and carpeted with moss and plants. I 
our two Huiles, then* wen* present, Marshal 
hull, Minister of War, Marshal linruKuay 
liors, and si'vi'rnl personalitieH of (la* n'Kioi 
*‘C)ut on the road and on tlie surnmudlnij 
W’oro crowds of peasanls with lonK hair a 
horseback, wi'aring their pictun'st|ue co.ntum 
sistlnjic of wiih'-hrlmmed hats, and whiti* cloth 
bniidcrcd hi red and hlaek. Each village < 
tion had a IhiK of its own ami was h'<l by its 
and public ollleinlH. Some tjf tin* peasants, 
told, havc^ come more than twenty leuKUos 
the Emperor. The oflicinl fuTSons and tin* vt 
of Saint Helena am! of the ('riim*a wen* ml 
into the park with the youn^ Kiris* dt*pulalio 
onoTOiouH crowd was Kidbered on the lu-al! 
sovoreiKii haa visited Brittany sinet* Henri 
am informed, and the eiitliUHiasm ami eheerin 
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usual speGclioa, and in tho (‘vcming, illu; 
and fire-works. The natitnwi dances, vt 
and animated, were given, ami all the emit 
were gone through with, mmdi to the deli| 
spectators, and especially to rne. 

“The journey was emitinvieil through 
partment of Odtes-du-Noni, pnsHing by 
where a fine arch had been erected, and ^ 
reception was extrenady hearty. From I 
ville to Loudoac, we were escorted by tl 
dred and fifty riders from the canton o 
whose places were takcti at Ltnuleac hy 
number of farmers froiti tin* carittm tjf Mu 
their turn, gave way to an escort td' yming 
the canton of Forlay, when we reacluul i 
At this last-named town, our carriagi* piiHi 
another triumphal urehwny, while at Flo 
I remarked a beautiful nrhor of nmMH nir 
I was especially struck hv tin* fim* spiudac 
by the little town of Mmieontour. It sti 
its old walla which withsiotul fin* assau 
many sieges. Its position on the slopi* 
between two ohanning valleys was not on 
tant from a strategic point of view, hut is 
turoaque. (Jrowds gathered cm the got 
way, on the sides of the' hills, and evc'ii on 
ite rocks through which runs a little 
stream, *to dieer and welcome yon,’ tl 
priest very neatly remarked ns Ih» was pre 
usF' 

Such is a rather detailed awonnl of om 
successful and characteristic, official visits, 
was happily combined foreign interests i 
aflairs. It was kamed kter that the ^ 
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the Prince (’onnurt rs'iid with intcnmt in tlto Faria 
jounmlH th(* re|H>rtH (if th*' junniey. “All this 
proves that the Knipirt* Ih firmly planted in the 
hoarts of the people,” Haiti an amlmsHutlor in the 
prcH«‘nec of the n»yal fanuly. The Quetm bowed 
nsHcnt. When the Kmpenir was told of this, he 
rernarktai: **W<‘lh tluH contlniiH a favorite hobby 
of mine. A iiioimreh is r«‘HpectcHi abroad in pro- 
portion as he is respeeteil at home. An enthuHiastic 
public reception in whieh the wimh* population takes 
part is n« ictaul m adiiiiiK a new man-of-war to 
the navy. I have been mirth* fun t»f sometimes for 
paying so mueh attention to my popularity among 
the lower classt'H. lint I dti not think this is time 
or labor lost; and I am now sure Queen Viotoria 
ihareg my view.** 
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VIBITH TO (JKUMANV AND KCfVPr 

In IBfiO Knipin’ wan at tho bright of lia famo. 
Tho visit wliich tho Km|U‘r»ir pnitl to Bnth‘n in tho 
Rimimer of thin year was a ni^iml pnnjf of this fact, 
iio met then* Heverul sovcnoicnB nntl (IcTman 
7 )rmoeR— the of PrusHin, Huvaria* Wiirtom- 

ber^) Saxony ami IIam»v4ir; the IhikoH tjf HusHan 
and of Saxe-t’obnrjhfdhniui : tlu' Prinei* of Huhen- 
xolli'rn, the (Irand Puke niul tie* (Irmul UnelmsH of 
Baden and his eousin the (trami UuehesH Kteplmnie, 
born Beauharnni.s. U was a hrillianl ^xatlu'ririK, 
KeferriiiK to tliis event, neveral yearn la(i*r, tho 
ICmpercjr said one day: ‘Ml wan an important nu'et- 
ing. 1 was then looked uptoj an the arbiter (»f I'hi- 
ropc^ and tin* proteetor of inonarehienl atitlmrity. 
It is true that (doudH w«*n' withering un t!te Italian 
horizon, lauauise of the Homan tpioMtion, but, as re- 
gards (lermnny and Hussia, not «ndy was all e 4 dm 
but there was a marke{l exehnnge of frh'iidly senli- 
ments. ’ ’ 

It lias long been the ptdley of Kranei* to be on 
friemlly ternw with Spain, for in this way her whole 
ionthwest border is safe in tame t>f a Kuropenn war. 
Mapoleon III always felt that his great uncle had 
riade a grave mistake* in his nggressivi* policy in 
;ho Iberian peninsula and one «if the most eouHtant 
ifforts of the Second Knipire was to improve its 
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relations with Simin. In tmt, tho initial canee of 
the war {»f 1^7(1 was IVar «in Ihn t>nrt of Ernnco lest 
a Gunuan priiiof he plmn-tl mi tlio Himtunh throne. 
In the iiutnnm of IHII.'I, an tHTiiHion olTiTod for the 
Frencli Kovoriinioiit to ahuw its frii'iuUinoHs to Iior 
iunKhl>or, iiini tho oornHioit wits Koizml. Tho Dn- 
perial fnniily hiiG boon tin* sunimi»rnt Biar- 

rit5!, ami whim tin* KiojHTor ami tlm youn^c Prince 
fmpcrifil returncti to PnriM in OetnUer, tin* EinprcHH 
railmrkiHt on tin* Airslr and Inmh'd on tin* lH(h at 
Vairneia. thie of tin* hnlioN in her ntiite kept fi jour- 
nal of this visit, from which, I think, the following 
('XtrnctH may he minle with propriety, 

Eiiiprt'HH *14 fellow country men and country- 
w'omeii are eviiletilly <h‘lightet! to Heu her fignin after 
tui nhsence of eleven years. They Inive ciiecred her 
eiitlumialically idl the way from Valeneia to Mad- 
rid, which We reaehed n! eleven at night. Wt* were 
met at the atfition hy the King, Don EranciHeo 
d’AHaia, who was surrounded hy all the high fune.- 
tionarieH of the eotirt. He mid the hhiipreHH imme- 
diately entered II state eoiirh tlrnwn hy eight liorneB, 
and the hrilhniifly lighted royal palmn* was soon 
reached. Tin* EnipresH felt conHidenihle emotion 
an she once iignin entered the splendid residence 
built hy duirleH HI on the iieight which luul been 
formerly oeenpied hy the Alcawir, and the ne5ct tiny 
she told me Ihnt idl the time recollections of her 
early youth were miming in her headi her first ap« 
peiirnnce at court, where her mother was keeper of 
the Queen % wiirdrolw*, and her first HUCcesgeH in 
high Hfiftnish sorirty. 

*‘The pidace stidrcnse is mngniflceut. The «tepH 
art made of solid blocks of blitck anti white marbk 
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and on each one stood a magnificQnt halberdier. On 
the second landing stood Queen Isabella, waiting to 
greet the Empress. She kissed her warmly and con- 
ducted her to the King’s apartments, which had been 
reserved for her, and a few moments later sent her, 
by a nobleman, a case containing a key fashioned in 
gold and silver, and most artistically worked. It 
was the key of the palace. The Empress was much 
touched by this delicate act, which was truly Cas- 
tilian. The next day, the Empress drove about the 
city with the Queen, King and Princess Anna Murat. 
That evening there was a grand performance at the 
Royal Theatre. The large auditorium presented a 
fairylike aspect, filled with two thousand guests, the 
ladies sparkling in jewels. The Empress occupied 
the large box opposite the stage, and was seated be- 
tween the King and Queen. She was naturally the 
cynosure of all eyes and was warmly applauded, 
for many of those present had been her guests at 
the Tuileries, at Compiegne or at Fontainebleau, 
and all knew how ardently she was attached to her 
native land and how often she expressed the hope 
that Spain might eventually take rank again among 
the great powers in the European alliance. 

“The Empress is, of course, very careful to let 
it be seen how much she appreciates the warm man- 
ner in which she is everywhere received. She was 
given a fine opportunity to do this when she met 
the whole diplomatic corps, the other evening, at 
the French embassy. The French ambassador, M. 
Adolphe Barrot, brother of Odillon Barrot, the cele- 
brated orator and statesman, and of Ferdinand Bar- 
rot, is particularly well remembered by the Empress, 
fbf he it was who, when French minister at Brus- 
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aelH, tci thi* OrHtiii tmtrage, by putting 

the polici' on iho trnek of mt«j uf the* murderer 'a ao- 
coiuplictm. A at 5 11 better t’hfinee waa afforded the 
Knipreaa tif letting all Hpatri aoi* how touohed she 
WHH, at the f4|sIt*iHliii luill given in tlu* royal palaeo 
niui at aiiotInT ball offered her by the diplomatie 
corpH. The KtiipreHH wan at ruck by the innjyn[ntt(u‘ncQ 
of the brat fuiic’lioin ami cHpeeinily noticed the 8U* 
per!) camh’lnlirH in rt>ek eryatn! which liung from 
the wiling painted by Tieptilo, reprcHenting the ex- 
altation of the SpniiiHh nionnrehy. Pointing up to 
thin mawterpiece iluring tin* evening’a entertainment, 
the EnqireHH aaid t«j the King with great felltoity: 
‘The Venetian aiiint baa there exprcHHod what Iho 
Emperor and I liotli fei*l no truly.’ Wo alao greatly 
admirc'tl the wnlln etiveretl with orimaon velvet, 
edged with gohl, nntl tbi* Empr(‘aM’a attention was 
particularly eeiiterinl tut a do5sen ntnrblo tables, set 
in front tff twelvi- birgi* mimsra, thent* tables being 
loaded with art objocla of the* Ijigheat value*. 

“The EiiiproHa left Matlrhi on October ‘dl at. The 
Queen, precethnl !»y the graiub'eH of Hpain and fol- 
lowed by the rovai family, went to the apartments 
of the Empresii nt ten tjViuck in the morning, where 
they ft)und their gtiest attired for the jouniey and 
awaiting them. The aame eotmh anti eight, the 
honit*» luiriiesseti in n»d and white, whiob had 
brought u« from tin* atiition, now took us thorn 
again. Hut thia time, the Queen aoeompaniod us. 
«lu8t a« the Kmprenit was gedting Into the train, the 
Queen hantietl her a bracialel on which was formed 
in rubii»a and diiimonds tin* wortlaj liocuerdo, sou- 
venir.” • 

The iovereign« |»art<Hl after an affoctionato faxo- 
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well. Some yearn PUer, they fnHjuenlly mei 
Qucea iHubella, afi(*r Ikt tleneetit frcau the tb 
resided in PariH till her death la R)04. The ti( 
twoen her and JOiiKenie nniiaiinui unhrokcni d 
the exile of them both, ami the latter nc'ver pj 
thr()ti/a:h Rari.s on lu'i* way aeuth, after tin* fi 
tlio Empire, withonl payinK a vi.'^it to tin* Hut 
Oaatille, in the Avenue Klelu'r, wliieli ha.s nt)w , 
way to a bi^ modt'rn enravaJiaary. 

On October 10, 1H40, Qin'en Isabella of Spain, 
blit aixteen yearn old, marrli'd her etniHin, Ihm 1 
oiaco d’AHHiB, Duke of (‘adi'/., atul mi the namt 
tho Due do Mcmtpi'UHier, a yinin|,!:{*r stm of 1 
Philippe, marrietl the Infanta Loiii.sn, hihU 
Queen iHabelliu Tlu^ac* unions tlisturhed tlie 
relations between France autl EuKlaud, for tie 
ter country saw in them, ami e.speeiully in th 
tlio Hon of the Fri'ueh kinic, tin* puHHihUity o 
crown of Spain and France lu'lon^nna: to the 
family. In fact, in IHhP, the One dc* Montpe 
really did aapiro to tin* vaeant throne of Spain 
one of tlio nlnm of Nnpoh*on III wan to rennn 
enuHo of friellon between the thret* Hlater nni 
llo be/^nn the gootl work with Spain ami Fr 
H(*nco the Importance* of tin* vi-sit of Don Fraie 
who arnv(*d at Saint Floiul on Auicunt lb, IHni. 
vinlt had been planned leniK heforehnnd and the 
poror and the KmpreHH had {leteninm*d Ih 
ahould he maKuifiei’ntly carried out, chiefly fu 
ronHoiiH juHt Kiven. 

Don FranciHi'o, who spent tln^ last yearn o 
life almoBt conatantly in Ihuda, diii not at that 
know much of the French capital, not bavin 
turned there ainco Ida ehihihoud, ami tho Em] 
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lowed by a gala dinner at the Tuileriee and i 
representation at the Opera; fourth day; rovi 
the troops on the Chauip d{‘ Mara, and fete a 
suilles. The lifth day—’’ 

Here the vSpaninh ainhaHHador iutermpto 
Minister with a smile, saying; “The fifth d» 
neral of the amhassailor.” 

Nevertheless, the program was aeeepted, a 
the evening of April Kith the EmpertJr went 
temporary station in the park of Haint Oloi 
meet Don Francisco. 

During the Prince OonHorl’s atny there ^ 
grand gala perfornianee at tlu* Opera. Thi 
poror, the Empress and tlu' gui'st td’ honor 
pied a largo ho.x in the center i»f the theater ii 
of the box to tin* hd'l whleh v as used (Ui ordina 
oasions, Tlie eeiittu' box n.*a‘d for gala night 
made by the withdrawal of several partitions 
throwing several boxes into (uie large one 
was suitably decorated for the event. The 
nary Imperial box on the hdl was oeeupted oi 
occasion by a brilliant party from the diph: 
corps, 

Unfortunately the Empress was Haddtmed 
evening by a painful (HHmrrcmta^ The cha 
PrinooBS Ojiurtoryskn, daughter (if Queen Ohi 
and the Duke of Hinir/,nr(*H, was then at death *s 
The Blrapreas was very fond of tin' charming ; 
woman who had been for several years past tl 
tim of a cruel diai'ase. During the day, inakii 
most of the few hours of liberty which sin* 
hope to enjoy while Don Fraiieifimi wm rea 
the mombora of the Spanish colony at the Eml 
Emgfinie paid a short visit to hor young f 
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Weak an slii‘ wan, th<‘ UriiieeHH Btill believed in the 
posBibility of rec’every, and happy at having the 
Einpn^HH near h«‘r ftir an iimtant, iimd(‘ her promiae 
to return n^iiin within a tVvv (Inya. Diu'ply moved, 
she pronuHed to do ho, and Horrowfully withdrew. 
A f(‘W days later Eugenie kept ih(‘ promiae but not 
in tln^ way iii whieh tin* Urin(U‘HH anticMpat(Hl; for 
ahe wan lU'ver again to hoi* in full life thia delicate 
Spanlnh flower whi«‘h had been Iran.MpInnted from 
ita Hunny climate to tin* and tlnnigh HunipiuouH pal- 
ace in the lie Saint Louia, built by a rnagiHlrale in 
the Hi*vi‘nfet*nth cenitiry, d(‘corati*d by la'pautre, Ee- 
hnm and Ia'Hin*ur, innnoHali'/.i’d by Voltaire, which, 
after niaiiy vielHHitud«‘H, had bc'coine tin* property of 
the Urinc«*HH ( Vartorynka. Thia palace, by the way, 
is Htill vinited by tounnlH to IbiriH. On the very 
moniing (sf the tiny on wbieli the grand fete at Vor- 
BuilleH wan tt» takt* plaet*, iln^ EmpreBB learaed that 
Prinet'HH Ampara ( V.arioryska had l)reathed her last. 
She inunediati‘ly Ht*nt word to her reader, Made- 
moiatdlc* !hnivt*t, to ctnne and aecompany her and 
in a poHt chaim* they b‘ft Saint (houd, rapidly 
cnmHed tin* Boia dt* BonltJgm*, and driving the length 
of tin* <{nayH reaeht‘d tin* Ih* Saint LouIh. 

d'lu* Ho!nbt‘r liott*! wan cloned to all but the near 
frit'iulB, Engt'nii* liaKi«*ned to tho death-chamber, 
which woH hnng witli red danmBk, whore Princess 
Ampara lay like a ah'eping child, her head buried in 
her w*nving brt»wn hair, no trace of aufTeriiig on the 
pretty youthful fnc.t^ which was now stamped with 
the BUpeniat\ind st'renity, the mighty calm of death. 
Weeping, the Empn»Hs prayed long in the darkened 
chnmbc*r, lighted only by tin* candles near the bed; 
then laying on the coffin the flowers she had brought 
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Is 

sho witlulrow, deeply moved. T’nnec'H.s Ampa 
scmblud Home.wluit the l)uehf*Hse d’Alht', an 
EmproBa’s tlumKhln flew to that iiiueh IovchI 
whom alio liad been unahle to nee iluring her hu 
meiitH on earth. 

Notwitliataiull 11^.1: thia and (‘rramh and tlu' bo 
fill thon^hta of tin* drive luiek to Saint Cloud, I 
had the Emprtss.s reaehed tlu* ensile, before 
camo necoBHury for her it) ea.st ixrief nsidi* am 
Xiaro to Htart for V(*r.sailleH, when* tin* a«hn 
and maffnifieent felt* had been so earefnlly pn* 
for the Spanish KhiK. This ineident well ilhw 
one of the nnpleaHani Hidi*.s tif a rider's i*xiH 
He is never his own mnsterj this HUpn*ine gov 
of mt'U, whom tlu* iptnornnt imagine the Imppi 
mortalH. 

The court started friun Saint Cloud at 
o’clock and drove rapidly to the ’rrinmuu win* 
the way, the Empri's.s had for Si’vtu'al yearj^ 
been ctdleciing all articles which had «mee bt*I 
to Marie AntoinetU*. She was <{uite proud t«> 
her future muHeum to tlu* SpaniHh Hovereign 
greatly eiietairagi'tl Eug«'nie in the work. 

It may la* inf«*re.sting to tleseribe in stime 
one of these out door festivals which were 1 
mouH under tin* S{*eond Empire. 

Before tin* imp(*rial party arriv{*d, a very 
Bidonible number of guests hml already Olh* 
park of VerHaille.s, Indeed, they lind begi 
gather quite (‘arly in tlu* iiunming, for immer(» 
vjtatioiJH had been sent out to the tiHieial an 
gant society of Baris. At six {Beloek the Kin 
oompanied liy the Emperor, the Empre.ss 
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cluctc'd to tho principal fountains in the park: the 
Star, tho ( .hloniuuh', A{)ollo, Latono, Neptune, Flora, 
where Moliore’s play La Prlncrssa d' Elide was 
^ivon for the firnt linu' in lla? BoHfpiet do la Ueino, 
so famouH by its asHoeialion with the sad affair of 
the diamond neeklnct', that e.nrious episode of the old 
reginie that tht‘ Knip(‘ror and the Empress more 
than once tried In falhonn 

Having visited tin* park, the royal ])arty returned 
to the eaHtle, enterin^i-: by the maihli‘ eourtyard and 
stoppiuK in front of the Krand stairease. On each 
step was Htatit)iu‘d oni' of the (kmt (lardi>s, and tho 
saloUH and jLcalleries, tin* railiiif^s and baiustc'rs, wore 
all covered with (lowi'rH and ferns, ft secaned in- 
deed as tlnuj^b the homt^ of bonis XIV had 
awakened to all its splendor and was once again in- 
habiti'd by a brilliant eotirt, to gread. the great king’s 
grnmbnejihi'W, who was now the. honored guest with- 
in its walls. 

Aftcman Inair spent by tlu' ladii's in changing their 
gowms, the court met again for dinner. Tills took 
plae.i! in tlu' apartment formerly occupied by tho 
Quemi. Immmliately afterwards tluu'o was a rep- 
rc'Htmtntiou in tlu' tbeat(‘r of Psyrhe, a fine ballet 
witli clioruH(‘H by Oorneilh* and Molierc, which had 
been played in the pabua* in the time of Louis XIV. 
A then faimnis dancer, Mademoiselle Fiocre, very 
graeiTully p(*rHoniru'd Love in the ballet. 

After the ballet cnino the illuminations, which 
were inagniflcmd, and greatly enhanced hy tho 
beauty of the evening. Tlie wonderful fireworks 
were cotmidered fairylike not only by the sovereigns 
and their gueatH, but also by the large mass of spec- 
tators gathered in every part of the grounds. A 
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more. perHonal detail may Re given, ptThapa. The 
Empri'HH wan wtairiiig a white tulh' gown, trimmed 
with roHea, while From her ahouldcTH ftdl a long cash- 
inert‘ mantle of red cloth emhroiden'd with gold. 
\Vh(‘n lh(‘ flrat rocktd.a weal up, nhe «‘xpreHHed the 
doHire to leave tla* U'enun* ami, hmning on tin* King 
of Spain arm, tlu'y walktal about among tin' crowd, 
followed only by a lady in waiting and the Duo de 
Moray. So gjanii was the mitbuHlaHm of tlie apoo- 
tat ora and ho eager tlieir deal re tti give them a warm 
greeting, that tlu' EmpreHaV nmnth* whk in rap 
befori' nhe could enenpe. '‘riu* Emperor wan a little 
nervouH for a nuunent, and when nhe got back to 
Ilia Hide, on tlu' more protected tt'rrncc*, he remarked j 
‘‘Y ou muat fi'el like eKelaimiug; 'Save me from 
my frieudn.’ ’’ It was an evening truly worthy of 
the V'erKailh'H of Louin XIV ami the end was not less 
brilliant than the beginning. It eltmeil with a supper 
in the Galerii' den (llnees, during whicii the^ Opera 
orchestra wms heani, and warmly applauded by 
everybody. To recall the comment of Doii Ernu- 
ciHco: “To listen to this musie wan alone W'orth the 
jourm*y from Mndritl to Paris. “ 

Th(! (k)urt rj'turiieil to Saint (’loud at two o'clock 
in th(' morning, nfh'r a clay which has remained 
legcntlary in the annals tif royal festivifies. After 
the cmotionK (jf tlu' morning and the conBtant cere- 
monial of that hmg day, the Empress might justly 
have claimed the right tt) he tired. She had the satia- 
faction, howevt'r, cd* having witnesHed the full ro- 
aliMtion of an idea which originated wdth lu?r, that 
of giving to tile gramhm'phew tif liouis XIV a really 
unique fdte, in every respect worthy of the great 
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camp of Chalonn, and it wan cumnidcTcHl accessary 
to receive ih(‘ hoji of Uicior Emmamitd with groat 
ceremony. This visit of tin* heir apparent belonged 
to a period of t ransl'ornudien whieh Italy was per- 
force travt'rsing. 'Plu* capital was hUU at Turin, 
though, for the ludler in(en*sts < 1 ! tlu* dilTtment prov- 
inces, it was ctuisidered neci-ssary remove it to 
Florence. Wliile rt’eogni'/.ing tin* neecHsity for this 
change, it was a matter (d’ deep regret for Victor 
Enmiamud that he siiould have to dt‘pnve Turin, 
the cradle of tin* hou.se of Savtjy, of the privileges 
attached to the enpitol of a great state; but there 
were jiowi'rful eonsiderntimi.s in favor of the pro- 
posed change, eousideratimi.H of ntt mlministrntive, 
Htrategical and parliamentary order whieh emiltl not 
lie ovi'rlooked. It was easy to gue.s.s, however, 
lliough Chevalier Xigra, mini.Hter td' the Italian king 
and }ii'rsiiua /irahi at the I'b-eneh court, was careful 
not to hint at it, that the siuTet Impi* of Italian 
statesmen was tti reaeli lionu* mif day ; ami they con- 
sidered the move to h'lorener a long step in that di- 
rection. But the hour hml not y<'t .struck for this, 
and but for Du* Ereneh revei'fO'.s in ls7i), the ehango 
would certainly not linve bi'en neeomidisheil ns soon 
as was the cust*. Cavour lumstdf was hnig liustilc 
to a ttm rapid eidruiieo into Uoino, drelnring that 
th{*re should ahvay.s la* left a futnri* goal for the 
nation to aim at. 'I’hesi* matters, though in every- 
body’s mind at the moment id’ this visit, were nut 
broached, for the Empre.Ms, for one, did not like 
Italian politics, deeply nttaehed an sla* was to the 
Holy Beo and fearing the iunbitiouH aims and pro- 
jects of Victor Emmanuel Everybtaiy knew hur 
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viowa on flu^Bc poirita au(i ho those burning questions 
wore av(H<lo(l. 

PriiHU' Huinbcu’i was only {woniy in lHf!4 when ho 
canu‘ to Ihiris, He lion* v<‘ry riith* nsm'inblmico to 
Vidor !Onuiianu(*l, thougli In* strenuously sought to 
nniiai(* his iimnners. Ih* was much more like Prin- 
coHH (hotihlt*; but in spiti* (if a certain similarity of 
fi'aturt's, th(‘ir races nevertheless oiT{‘rtHl striking 
(lifTereuces, (‘Sjiecially in expn*SHion. Again, tlio 
timidity and geidlem'ss (d* the brother wt^re replaced 
in the sister by vivacity, lirumess and tenacity of 
purpose. 

For several days Hniut dioud was the thi‘at{‘r of 
grand reeeplions and festivities in honor of the 
young Prims*, who provcal vi'ry amiahle ant| gra- 
cious. At <tm* of tin* reeeptioUH, it may he noted, the 
C(‘Iebrateii ('emfesse do dastiglioue made her np» 
penranei*. II was om* of the last occasionH on which 
this ri'iiiarkable woman was seen at Gourt, and tho 
fa(*.t still n’lnaius vividly fixed in my miml She was 
pr(‘H(*uted to tin* young Piinee, who admilti'd that 
lu* was very iniriuus to meet her, and lii'elared after- 
wurtls that slu* came up to his (‘xpectalions. This 
is not always tin* eiise, by tin* way. 

After the autumn rnaueuvers at dhnIon«, evidently 
mueli phrased with (lu* cordial \vt*Icome given him 
by his hosts and their court, the future unfortunate 
King of Italy retunu'd home. Ever aftt'rwards ho 
had a warm plaet* in Ids lH‘nrt for France and tho 
Fr<‘ueh peoph*, notwithstanding the fact that Italian 
HtuteHiiien, uiuler the intlu(*nce of liismarck, strovo 
for many years to separate the two countriea. But 
during the Second Empire, and especially during 
the earlier period, Napoleon HI hold them together, 
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and if they ciime toK^'ther oiuh' more in the very 
first years of tin* present century, this natural and 
happy roBult was ilue in no small nieuMure to the old 
sentiments of friendlinesH solidly estahiished by tho 
Emperor, of which tlds visit was om‘ td’ the founda- 
tion aUmcH. 

After the departure (d’ I’riuee Humbert, the Em- 
press visited the uiimund spriu.tcs td‘ Sehwnllmch, a 
small town in the duehy (d' XnsHau, then i^overned 
by Duke Adolphus, who was muleted uf his domin- 
ion in 180(), beenuHo of his support td' Austria in 
Pmaaia’s contlict with that power, but later bywune 
Duke of Luxembourg. 

At that tlmts she was sutTeriug frtuu !i(*rvou8 
spasms, and the eonHe(pumt inability to take food 
liad reduced her to a state of extnmu* weaknesH. 
The doctors advist'd her to ertiss the fnmtier mul 
seek health at the wati'rs of Hcdjwallmeh. But cjwiiig 
to tho poHticnil diflicuUies then pinwaleut, the Em- 
press was most reluctant t(i ftdlow tlu'ir advice and 
only oonsented to do st) tm eoudititm that slu* should 
bo alloweti to avoid all p<unp and i’ourt ceremonial, 
and live in (lennany in the striettmt privacy. The 
necessary diplomatic m'gotintiouH aiul formalitieH 
having been aUiuidetl to, it was finally agrtnui that, 
traveling uiuier the niuue t»f (’omtesse de Bierre- 
fondfl, she waudd in no wny he subjected to the nu» 
rnoroua and w'earisonu* dtilies of a Kovereign. If I 
am not mistaken, this was, by the way, the first time 
EugCmie used this conveuieut iucc^giddo title, wUioli 
of course comes from the splendidly ri»Hlored his- 
toric castle of PierrefcmtlH, near ('ompiegm*. 

The Empress loft Haiut t’loud by tin* Imperial 
train, on September 5th at seven tdehark in the even- 
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aary to watiply with thin nt range* and re- 

crivtul thorn. I'hori'ujmu, Ihoy proHcnitoti to her a 
buneh of ran* orohida, iiemniparuod ley a compH- 
mrnt drawn up ttj the fetnn of a nmdrignl, wluch 
clrelami that tho “unwt hfatdifid Howith of (Jar- 
many Imatonod to w«*U't»iiio tin* mtml hoautiful flower 
uf Franei*. ” Thia rathor houvy hit of Teutonic flat- 
tery i« «H‘nti(Uit*d hen* iia a atrikiiig illuHtration of 
the friendly feeling for Fninw then oxiating even 
in the minor {Jeriinm olTte.tid world. Thoae well-m- 
tentluned imiividuala eiirried their chivairouu en- 
thuHittMUi to the ptiiiit of dm^rnting with wreaths of 
fluwera the liKHiniotivt* whieh was to ilraw the Im- 
jierinl train. Tlnnigh her sleep had been interrupted 
- albeit in ho ptn*lieal a inannt*r -Iht* Mmproes 


ut Knew 
8 oonse- 
on wore 
uttered 
proves 
id other 
iormany 
two na- 

tioni would have lived on in pciaa*. 

The train hurriwl over the gigantic bridge which 
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spans tlio Rhino, passed thronj^:h Mayenco ^ 
pink stone housoa, and ronelu‘d \Vi(*Hbaden 
o’clock. All alon^j: the n^iite tlie Einpress 
Bci’ved overy fc'aturo of land and ptajph*, for t 
her first visit to (Jerinany, hiiuu* scano yea 
overythinp: intc'resied lu‘r in tins country, sti 
ont from Prance in many respect h. hi fact t!i 
noy across iht' Ithine did much to reawal 
waniuK love for travel, which Krt'W strouf 
HtriuiKcr with the years. 

The Duke of Nassau Iiad scut om* of his a 
camp to oiTer his BorvicH‘s and t«) he>^ that t 
press would continue her journey in tin* du 
rinKCfl, which were In nttendaiu’e, and wi‘r(» 
hy postilions in orani^:e and blue livery. Bii 
did not wish to make any ehnnp*s in the p 
which had been laid out for Iter, sin* sent her 
to the l)uk(* for his kinti attenticui and nnuuvti 
the suite, into the hired landans widcdi dntve 
hours through a beautifid hilly eonntrv. 
pouring with rain when they n*aehejl Schv 
but the Empress was warmly welcometl hy t 
of spectators and bathers. 

Hhe took up her nboiit* in a villa tsf motlc'Hi 
anco, and adopi(*d the nnnh* of living of all 
at that wntt'ring place. Every one Hfcmi*d 
interest in h(*r In*Hlth ami she was the ol 
many kind atteiitionH. The Empi »tm pi 
a viHihh* changi* in her appcarniict% and litth* 
sho gained strength. It was dearly t»vidt 
those oxcdlent waters wen* proiluciug tht*i 
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therefore, proved a sucei>aH, and, after this experi- 
ence, we are determined that ehickena and other 
viands of loctil breeding only Hliall be employed. 

‘‘In spite of her dt'sire to lend a very simple, 
healthy life, adhering strictly to tlu' regime of the 
place, the Empress eannoi nvtiid receiving certain 
princely visitors. Qnei'n Sophif» of the Netherlands, 
on her way to Evinn, has expressed a desire to 
break her journey for a few hours in order to see 
the Empress whom she appears to la* n>nil of, and 
with whom she has kept up a rt^guiar correspon- 
dence. 

“The King of Prussia announced his visit at the 
same time as the Queen of Hollarul. A large bunch 
of roses acx;oinpanieti tlu* ineKHnge by wlueh ‘the 
King of Prussia asktai to he nllowetl to pay his re- 
spects to tho Pomtesst* de Pifmrt'fimds.* lie was 
then staying at Biuien with his daughter, the Grand 
Duchess Louise. It was impoHsihle ftm the Em- 
press, in spite of the strict incognit<» which she k 
mamtaining, to refuse to receive King William. Ho 
he came. On this occasion, and in order to show 
his respect for tho Empros«*s desire ftm privacy, 
the King abandoned, for the nonce, his unif(»rm, and 
put on ordinary civilian clothes, wearing, however— 
although hia visit took place during the tlaytime— 
the oordon of tho Legiim of Honor under his coat. 
The King’s courtesy towards women is well known, 
With the Empress, whom he admin's very murii, as 
could he seen, he adt^pted a rather pateriud ituia 
which was permitted by his greater age. A double 



tht* vmtrm^ of i»voiit«. Tho King, no 
night lh«t hy hi« court otitia cfforti he would 
this roiuctiincii and bring about a meating 
i between her and Queen Augusta* Ht 
B, but the Kiifiprcsa cb*clified very decidedly, 


hoaltli, and the doctorH’ ordnrn, which would not 
allow her to intornipt, even for a day, ilio course of 
treatment she whh then following. Ho the King 
gave the matter up, without nhowing too plainly tho 
disappointment he nndouhtedly felt. 

Tho cona'Hpoiuhmt, fr<un whom eitatioiiH have al- 
ready heen given, (mnlintu'H as follown the record of 
tins German Hojourn: “Tlu^ KmpreHs now hopea 
she has done with visitorH, Knlirely eiigroHsed by 
her course of treatment, and anxious to have a eom- 
ploto rest from politics, sin* lnki*H the baths, drinka 
the waters, scrupuhniHly walks the preserihed dia- 
tanccB, and makt's many exeursions in tin* eounlry 
round nhont, whieh she has mueh enjtjyt'd. Among 
other plnc(‘H tin* I'linjiress has viHilinl Hehlangenhad, 
a lu'igliboring spring whieh is said to have the power 
of giving the freshnesH of eternal youth to tin* skin. 
According to the h'geinl still prevnhmt in this re- 
gion, the wat(*r owes its peculiar properties to the 
eggs which are deposited in its hod l>y serpenls. As 
is tho custom, the Kmpress and Iut Indies dipped 
their IuuhIh in the fountain. Ft»r a iiuuiu'nt, they 
certainly appeared extraordinarily white, becauHW 
of the transparent nature of the water; hut ns soon 
as they were dry, they regained their fornn*r ap- 
poanmee, and our skin appears just as old or young, 
as tho case may he, ns H did before! We had a good 
laugh over this, tin* Kmf»resM Joining in heartily. 
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and tho sound of the swoc't inusic, floating tli 
the cool air, falla on tho oars of the* passe 
The other evening, (h)rntoHHi' do la f^odoytVo, \ 
a talented inuHiciun, was playing airs from 
when a group of Tyroh'aiiH, paHsing throng 
town, stopped ami asked p(‘riniHHion to play f 
‘in their turn,’ ns they said. Then* were fou: 
and one woman. Eor an hour and more* the 
press and we other lndi(‘H were etiamu'd by i 
tain airs sung by very pretty voiet's neeom}i 
by tho fascinating Tyroh'se yodel. Wh<*n the 
ing ceased, it was agre(‘d tliat tin* muHie.iana s 
return the following day. 

“Next morning, tlie (‘omtesst* de la IhxV.e et 
Milo. Bouvet’s room in great iiaste and evic 
much upset. 

“ ‘I am afraid,’ said she, ‘that soim'thing t: 
ful has happened during the night. My maid 
screams coming from tlie Admiral’s rt)om. 
reference is to Atlmiral .lurien de la (Iravi^re, 
de-camp to tho Emperor, wlio is in tlie Emp 
suite.) She thinks that those Italian singer 
doubt they were brigands —have broken int 
apartment and murdered him,’ 

“The maid, whose rotmi was over that occ 
by the Admiral, repeated tin* tale, adtling mar 
tails. At two in the morning, she* said, she 
noises aa though some one were struggling 
recogniKod the Admiral’s voice, wdit» was sn 
‘God, take thy victims!’— whatever that n 
Very much alarmed, hut hesitating to say any 
lest the ErnprcHB bo disturbed, Madame de la 
and Mile. Bouvet determined to go and knock i 
Admiral’s door. 
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flojouru here, were narrated; and, of course, the 
Admiral's dream was not omitted I" 

Purthor evidence was iriven during tliia visit of 
the high place tlion held in European polities by the 
Second Empire. Notwithstamling tlu' Empress’s 


nito, it soon beennu' {‘vulent that it would la* iinpos» 
sible not to rec(‘ive otht‘r princely visitcu's than Uiose 
already wumtioued. So the EinpertJr of RuHsia, then 
staying at Darmstadt with the EinpresH Marit* Alex- 
androvna, courteously came to Schwnlhaeh to pay 
his respootH, Next came the Grand Duke of Baden 
to renew the recpiest of the r«jyal family of Prussia 
that the Empress should sttjp at Baden. 

In view of tin* cordial wtdcujmt* ami liosjiitality 
l^ven her, it was fnially con.Hideretl ituptsHsible for 
the Empress to persist any hmger in tin* (hdermina- 
tion to make no ofliciul visits during tlu« cure. So, 
having taken the advice of tlie Emperor, h1u» com 
sented to spend a few hours at Batlen. ’Du' DucIh^hb 


c‘r wm 
lot attt 


While ah© was at the Mannheim hotel, a telegram 
was handed, during the repast, to ('Omte de (joaml 
Brlisac; who, ao as not to betray the ino^Jgnito, 
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gram incident in found in the following paragraph. 

The party left Mannheim for Baden in traveling 
costume, when what was their surprise to hnd the 
station of (hirlamho filled with an enonnouH crowd 
— officers in uniform and military bands playing La 
Heine Ilortmute, and other airs. The King of i*rus- 
Hia himself advanced to the carriage door, and pre- 
sented the Grand Duke of Baden to the Empress. 
The King, his sondn-Iaw and a tew officers then 
stepped intt> the train, which continued its route. 
Much astonished at this unexpected reception, she 
iiHpiircal Innv it was that she had not been informed 
beforehand, so that sht‘ could have l)i‘en in beitt'r 
form to receive ihese honors. The King replied that 
ho had S(‘nt a telegram the day before to Gomte de 
(k)HHe Brissac. The whole thing was now clear, and 
all liad (piiti' a laugh over “our unnecessary unpre- 
purednesH,” as the King wittily expressed it. 

A further surprise was in store at Baden. When 
the train drew up in the station profusely decorated 
with flowers and banners, it was found that the 
Queen of Priisaia and the Grand Duchess of Baden 
wore there to moot the Empress. Thc'y wore attired 
in gala dresses which contrasted strangely with the 
simple traveling costume of Eugenie and the ladies 
of her suite. After cordial greetings, they drove in 
the Court landaus to the Duchess of Hamilton’s pal- 
ace, where it was arranged that the Empress should 
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which had Huddoidy returned, and to the i 
peeled reccptiutiH which h1u‘ had had to und 
Her boxcH had not been opened, and ahe wuh i: 
drcHHiii^i: gown, wlien lo, and hcdiold! the KIi 
PruRBia waH aninnmced. It wan his on'u'ial viKit 
HO it WUH irnpoHHihU* not to recc‘i\’e liini, while 1 
(uptally inipoHHihle, owing to ('(uirt cdicjiiett 
make Ihm wait. So the Einpresn wan forciHi lu 
to put on again ht*r traveling contunie, a hlaci 
akirt, and red woohni hodict*, {»ver which nhe t 
a Ho.alakin cloak which hIk^ had worn that mo 
and in which ahe wan nearly HutTocuted durisi 
converHation, which hinted hair an hour. 

Ah Hoon hh tin' EmprcHs had changed her cohi 
ahe went to return (Au'cn AugUHta’s visit. A 
palace ahe found not only tlu‘ hut tlu* ( 

Puke and the Grand 1 )ucIu‘hh of Hndeu and n 
courtierri gntht‘red together, 'riic reception 
moHt courtcouH, and the i'hnprcss was the obji 
marked attentioiiH, while tin* Gonnti'ss ttf Eyii 
lady who kni'w her Purin well, and the other I 
of the (knirt, which, hy the way, Hc«*mctl more t' 
hnndnnl yi'nrH la'hind tin* r<*.Mt of tin* worhl, 
full of graciouH attentionH fur tin* IndicH oj 
party. 

After viniting the pnintn of interent in tlie 
tho EmpreHH rc*turncd to ehange her gown i 
and then drove to tin* Htnnmer palace of tin* ( 
Duke in that town, tlu'n fn*ijtn*nl(*d hy the mo^ 
gant Rociety of Europe. After a HumptimuH r 
there wan Bonn* muHle and Madame Vinrdot, ' 
the Queen of PruHnin liked to attraet to Dadeii, 
before tiio Bovereigiin. Eugenie eMpecially a 
dated this attentifui, for tliin celehrated ainge 
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a great favorite wiUi the Emperor and our whole 
court. 

A kind eiTori wum mud<‘ to ki'cp lu'r nlill longer at 
.Hadc’ii, hut tlu' Eiupresn had to (hH'iine, Ikt oxcuao 
l)eiiig fhat sh(‘ hud uln-udy dt‘Iayed her departure, 
tiirough (hut night, and that the Imp<’rial train, 
\vhi(di had eouie io inet'l Ian*, was waiting. Quc‘en 
Augunta llien inviti'd the Empri'HH to come and 
drink c.olTee witij her heDu’c* atarting, and thin final 
kind invitation wan aceepted. N(‘xi morning, at 
eight ok‘hu*k ])reeis«‘l}% the Empre.sH reached the 
Queiui’a upartmentn, wht*re hreakfuHt waa prepared. 
Every one was in full dre’HH. h'hal morning the 
(hnum woi’t^ a him* tufTeta dn*.sH trimmeti with white 
laet‘ and a blue hat with featherH, which e.oHluine wan 
numt tn^iti'rnl and left an imprt'HHion on all Ah thin 
wan tin* only (»pportnnity Eugenie ever had of meet- 
ing (hmen AnguFtn, who never came to France, her 
wcnat.s, netH, and appearanei* on thin occuHion were 
long fresh in her nu-mory. 

The (^let'll of Erussia was then fifty yearn of age. 
Hlie wuH ratlnm tall, had blue eyes, and features 
which relaimal much grace, though she had a rather 
weary fact*. Her hair was dressed in wavy ban- 
deaux which liail b(*en faHhionahle some ten or fif- 
teen years hefnre, and which, eonseciucntly, gave her 
a Hcmunvliat ancient appini ranee*. Sin* w'as a very 
ch‘V{'r woman, simke Ereiich delightfully, was wcdl 
awpiainted with French litm'nture and was some- 
what (‘Xpansive in conversation, She was almost 


a 


The corroHpondcnt who haH already been quoted, 
wrot(5 aa follows conconiiiiK' the rruasian King and 
Qucon : 

“It ia univoraally known that the royal couple 
arc not on good terniH, aiul that the ia rarely 

with the King. Notwithatandiiig tlm wish of their 
children and varioua elTurta which have been made 
to bring them together, th(*y live much I’atranged 
one from anotlier. Thia H(»jonrn at Baden has been 
one of the rare occaaitma when they wert* together. 
1 am told that the Queen haa never hn<l any influence 
with her husband and holds an entirely indopem 
dent court, which ia more intellectual than politi. 
cal“ 

To the end of her life, and in spite of her inhrml- 
ticB, the Queen of Prussia and B^mpresa of Oer- 
many retoixied a very dignifUni manner and showed 
at all times extraordinary energy in Hustnining the 
prerogatives of her rank. Hhe took no active part 
in the political events of her day, and, though wear- 
ing the imperial purple, merely looked on as a spec- 
tator. It must not Ikj forgotten, how(?ver, that, dur- 
ing the War of 1B70, she showed great kindness of 
heart and, in spite of the very slight influoiice she 




OiH* final iiiHtanct* of tho tender attention of the 
Queen. It bad laaui decided that the train would 
atari at a (luarier to t(‘n, and that the King and all 
the Court ahould accornpaiiy the Kmpreaa to the 
carriage. Tlua wan don(‘; but thia was not all 
Wlu'H till' lalter reaelaai Saint (fioud, alie found a 
t(‘legrain awaiting lier. It waa from tho Queen of 
IruHaia iiupiiring for iiewa of the journey, and in 
the (‘.ourae of the iwening a aecond telegram arrived, 
thin time freun the (I rand l>ueheHH of Baden, with 
Himilar impiirien anti cordial greetingn. Appro- 
prial(‘ aiiHwerH wert% of courat', returned. Again I 
may Htate t!uit the lOmpreHH never regretted these 
early cordial relationH with the future (lermun Km- 
prcHH, but always felt that if they could have been 
cultivated, Honudhing might have boon done to 
avert tlu‘ etmfiiet which tore apart the two nations. 

The Su(‘z (binnl was a peculiarly Napoleonic un- 
dertaking. Tht' first Kmperor would have begun it 
if he had not been deterred by a mistake of one of 
his (‘iigiiu’erH coueernlng the level of the lied Sea. 
Ferdinuml d(' Is'SHeps, whose energy finally carried 
the enterprist* to HueeesH, was a relative of the Em- 
press, and Nnpolecm III lent all tho aid which his 
high position could give to remove various diplo- 
matic and political difficullies which arose from time 
to tinu» during the progress of thia gigantic work 
and which more than once threatened its consum- 
mation. It was in every way fitting, therefore, when 
the great task was successfully accorapliahed, that 
the French (lovernraont should take a leading part 
in the ceromoniem of the inauguration. 

On November Ifi, the eve of the day set for 
the opening of tho canal, the Imperial yacht, Aigle, 

m 
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waB told ui this fact, by oiio of the ministers, she 
roninrki'ci: “I trust 1 luive been worthy of my sex 
iUid luive been no cliHcredit, in tlic eyes of those good 
people, to the erowued IuouIh of the stronger sex.” 
lie vm-y politely ansured her that she “almost 
ec[Ufile<i tlu' Sultan 1“ 

On the tlrnt approaeh of the Aifjle, an entire fleet 
of HhipH, d(*eked witli flags, came out to moot the 
lOinpress. An tuiormoflH crowd covered the two 
shores of tin* HoHplHjruH, while the tire of thirty bat- 
lerieH annonmaal our arrival. Finally the Ai(jle 
tlro])ped nnehur in front of tln^ palace of Bcylcr-bey, 
when a row boat, mirnionnted by a rod dais of vel- 
vet, embroirlered in g<»ld, left the (piay and came 
rnpidly forward, anil the Einpresfl soon perceived 
that the Stdlun biniHidf had come to fetch her and 
to eHcorl her with Holesnn pomp to the palace. 

The 'rurkinh novereign desired to show every sign 
of courtesy, resjtect, thunghi and attention and oven 
wished to kiss the Kinpri'SH^H hand, an unheard-of 
thing, I am told, on the* part of the Oommandcr of 
tlu* Faithful. But, out of respect for Mussulman 
eu.Htom.H and feelings, she discreetly declined to al- 
low this mark of homagi* to bo paid to her, and 
warndy thanked the Hultnn for his many kindnesses. 
Sho then told him how deeply pleased she was with 
nil the lienutiful aighls that had mot her eyes since 
her arrival in Turkisli waters. 

After paying the Sultana Valido a visit which she 
returned the ftdlowing day, tho Bhnprcsa witnessed, 
senteil in a vast stand hung with velvet and cloth 
whose hue was that of tlie Frimcli colors, a review 
of twenty-two thousand soldiers. Though she had 
soon many of tho finest troops of Christian Europe, 
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there wuB a certain oriK'mality, wikIneBa iv 
about these Turkish Holdiers tiuit charmed 
the memory of which always remained with 

In the evening, tlu' Hos|ih«u'UH was illm 
and the |jalae.c*H, public. buiidinKH, kit^sks ai 
of the imperial marine all shune with imilt 
lights. Fverything appeareil to be allaim% f 
Arsenal to 'fln'rapia. The beautiful night, 
oahn sea umler a starlit sky gavt* tlu» alreai 
vebms scenery an indt^serihable grande 
awakened feelings (d the numt tuiiolional nat 
was one of the Arabian nlKhts luantglit into 
ing and magnitkamt reality, nelightcnl wi 
she beheld, the FinpreHs repeatedly expres 
pleasure and thanks, and, at tin* same time, 
gret that the Fanperor and Frimu' Imperil 
not be present ai thest' unforgettable scenes i 
Frances was gloritled in llu‘ perstui tif her so 
From that day on the Finpress always en 
visit to tho far eustt^m end of the Metlitei 
and in those waters many of the happiest 
her later life were spent. 

All these Turkish festivities paled, howe 
fore those that nwaitial her in Kgj-pt. The in 
tion of th(» Suex Oanal was for France 
triumph in the eyes of the whole civilised 
almost an apotheosis. Hurrtamded by the I 
of Austria, the Prince Unyal td Prussia, the 
and Princess of the Netherlands, Fmir 
Kader, M. Ferdinand de Limseps, and a host 
eelebrities, the Empress presided that day 
name of France and in the presen w of the 
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and pocuniarlly Hupportod tlio project of M. de Les- 
eeps, so we have good ground to he. proud. Perhaps 
it IB not too much to say that it was due in part to 
Eugthiie'H influence and to her peraoverance in aid- 
ing M de hcHBcpH, whoHo grand project she admired 
from the very firHi, that the canal was finally fin- 
ihIhuL M. de la'HHcpa was in the habit of making 
thiH Htatenicnt mueJi Htrongor. 

The great engineer and diplomat has written the 
following words which I may be allowed to give 
here, enpecially as I do not think they have ever 
been printed before: “The Empreas has claimed 
no part in the work now accomplished; but her pres- 
(Uiee at the ceremony was so natural that it was the 
fit coiiMecratiou of the conduct she had hitherto ob- 
Horved. Every ono agre^ed to show the Empress 
something more than a respectful homage and defer- 
eno«; there was in it a tribute of gratitude the real 
significance of which could escape no one’s atten- 
tion, In thi! midst of a dazzling vision sparkling 
with shimmering Oriental and African costumes, 
mingled with Western unifonna, Circassian and 
Hungarian magnates, muftica in green caftans, and 
officers of the Indian army, the French sovereign 
was the oynosuro of all eyes. Not one minute did 
she dream of priding herself unduly on all this hom- 
age, Bhe was only desirous that the woman should 
not efface the sovereign, and wished it to be felt 
that all this ineenHe and honor was offered to the 
Empress simply as representing at one and the 
same time a groat country and the triumph of civil- 
i^tion,” 

Befort the blessing of the canal was performed 
by the Bishop of Alexandria, Mgr. Bauer, the fash- 
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ionaWc prelaio of tha I'luu’h, pnuioinuH'd i 
qiunit (iiHcournr. 'Tti tlu' Eni| hu-sh i’t; 

(liflicult to hido lu>r ciiiotioii, flu* diHiUt'ut pri 
droHHod th(‘ following wohIh, wliich nho, of 
f(*U worn niiu'h too llntlcring, hid whicli an 
licro HH a good asainplf of I ho oxofssiv «* luauu; 
her and, through her, (o Fraaet*, (ui thin oeea; 

“ThoHc who have eotipc-raliHl in an iidiinal 
nor in thin great enti*rpriHe, know tin' par 
Majenty lina plnyeil thenan, and know that th 
in large. But it in your eusfom to dt» the m 
Iiortant thingH in Hilmiee, Howevtu', it is nei 
that history should register the faet Unit tl 
nnuulouH w<»rk is to a very gr«'at extent yoin 
liisiory, in saying this, will speak only th 
truth. But history will luhl that, in lemling y 
tluenet' to this enti’rprise, this Canal id' th 
Worlds, y(m have ln'en in eh»sest eoiniimi 
thought and sympathy with the wdiole tjf 1 
which has ever approved td* this gram! win* 
that generous ntnl noble Franei’ w hieh, in evm 
of soeiety, has been tnitlmsiastie in wishing \ 
the Site'/. Canal, aiul protligal in lemling its n 
its arniH, its migineius, its nundiinery; wit 
Erams', I say, whieli has, si» to speak, ifleidilte 
with oiif’ id’ its sons so pn>viiieid ially gifteii 
suaslve and simple idoiptenei* f«ir the ai’eo: 
ment id’ this protligitins umh'rtaking. ’* 

The following tlay tlu* thitilla whieh earr 
PrineeH started, with the Aitiir at its heat!, 
tempt for the tirsi time the passagi* ln*ni’«d’ 
bo opened tt) the commeree id’ the entire wi>ri 
an unfortunate acciilent delayetl the deparlu 
Egyptian advico-boat, Kent o!T ahead, got a 
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the sand and interrnpted the navigation. Informed 
of this fact, the Khedive flew into a terrible passion • 
hut M. de Lesseps, informed of the matter, gave 
this order, with his customary imperturbable se- 
renity . lYe must either get the boat ofl the sand 
which is not impossible, or set fire to it, or blow it 
up.’’ The first method having fortunately succeed- 
ed, there was but a slight delay, and two hours later 
the line got under way again, the boat firing a sig- 
nal to this effect. 

The Empress knew nothing of this mishap, so that 
when she heard this round of cannon shots coming 
from the unlucky boat shunted into one of the canal 
stations, she imagined that the Viceroy had shown 
the delicate attention of anchoring one of his gun- 
boats there to do her honor. She so informed M. 
de Lesseps, who explained the real case, whereupon 
it is said that she remarked: “Well, you see I 
am disposed to give the Khedive the benefit of the 
doubt. We are treated with so many honors that 
it would not take much to make me beheve that the 
thunder and lightning are a part of the fete.” 

A few minutes later M. de Lesseps presented to 
the Empress his young fiancee, Mile, de Bragand. 
Notwithstanding the difference in age between this 
young girl and M. de Lesseps, who was just sixty, 
Eugenie did not hesitate, after a chat with her, to 
compliment M. de Lesseps on his choice and inform 
him that she well understood his determination to 
wed her. “Now that the canal is finished, you have 
earned the right to retire to the home-circle. ” “ But 
some of my quidnunc friends assure me,” answered 
the Count, “that it is easier to dig a canal than to 
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themaelvt‘8 into the otmrKi^ with tho fiwiftnc*Ha of 
lightniriK and oxcHUitod olovor ovulutioim in tho midat 
of cloiidH of diiHt and amoko from thoir firo-anua. 
Other Araba, c*recl on their fine, riohly capariaoned 
dromt'darioH, alao took part in theae fantiiatio oxer- 
cisoa and aent tludr djerrida flying to a jcreat dis- 
tance, the javcdinlike arm, with its blunt p<dnt, re- 
houndin/r from ahioldfl of buffalo akin. The sound 


Bpectacb aiul all repeatedly exprt'Hsod their won- 
der and intoreHl. 

Before the ball in the evening there wa« a visit 
to the ilerviaheH — hnwHni? and whirling dervishes; 
some, holding between their teeth a burning coal or 
a rod-hot iron, turning on their heels with a star- 
tling rapidity, others working therosidves up into 
f«irful oonvulaicma or thrusting into their ears, 
their tonguoi and other parts of the body, sharp in- 
stromenti, until they suocumbod under the fatigue 
or the pain I others ehewlng eaotus leaves, or eating 
live lerprats and soorpiona. All this was viewed with 
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more or Ii'HH rovulHiou niui Home, with morbid curi- 
oMity. Of inoHt ini(‘r(*Bt to the Emp^^^Ha, were 
their religiouH (»xerciBeH, which appear to consist 
chiefly in the recital of zikrs. S(‘ated or standing, 
they form a circh‘, and then aiiig or Hcream out the 
“ilialin,” '‘illnlnh/* until their Htrengih in apont. 
They neeompuny tluH wild song with movements of 
the body, and (brow tludr Iseada forwartlH and back- 
wurda, ami from right to hd’t. One of them goes 
into th(' miildle of th<» circle and danec^H, with vorti- 
ginouH rapidity, a sort of two-Hi(‘p valae, ceasing 
only whem la* is uttto’ly woim out and groaning with 
fatigne. fie is tlam imm(aliat«‘ly r(‘plae('d by an- 
othi'r who does the Haim* thing. Thtme fakir rites 
arc now well known in the Went; but at the timo of 
her visit to Egypt I his was iu)t the case, and those 
strange c(‘n‘moniea made a deep impression on 
Eugenie that has m*V(‘r worn off. 

Bengal lights of many colors played a prominont 
pari at the bull given at tin* Vitu'roy’s palace, 
which Hlriking (‘difuM* was hnilt, fiirniHlu'd and 
surrounded with flower-ganhnm all in leas than six 
months. There was prestml a great crowd bedecked 
with orders of all kinds, the rich cosiuraoa of the 
sheiks in great eaftans with ornamented bolts of 
gold and precious stones giving a peculiar atamp to 
the variegated seem* which was not soon to bo for- 
gotttm. "Hm Empress walked several times round 
the hall-rooms with tln^ sovereigns and princes, and 
was in no haste to depart; for never before had she 
seen such a curious sight and seldom since; and 
when, at one tPeloek, a fairylike supper was served, 
she waraily congratulated the Khedive on the artis- 
tic succeas of the redly superb fMo. 
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N(‘xt day llioro waH a visit tn At tl 

M. Hiou, th(‘ druftsjimn ciT tiu* I^aris lUu 
who had made tlu» drawinys df tlu‘ ditToront 
Ilia canal, ofTiTcd the FiupraHs an album fi 
cxci'llcnt wnti‘r*c*oh»r piefurcs. Hlu« carcfi 
served this ran* vithnne, ns it hmui^hl ha< 
BO vividly this mentorahle voyage; hut utifoi 
it was destr(»yed in the 'TuiU'rieH tire in Is? 

On Saturday, tin* UDth, tin* boats of tin* 
sovert'ignH and ]u*inei*s arrived at Suez, 
were fired to Halutt* thc'ir a{>pearanet*, and j 
ascain became truly wonderruh All the sh 
drawn up in a line of battle whih* tin* nia 
liarhor, admirably li|.ch{etl, was framed at 
(*nd by hifch mountains eli*i4:nntly silliouettet 
tin* sky. 'file bed Sea was culm, and m\ 
Ullle tish swam between the various era 
Fmpress spent a lonir time tlriukiuu: in tin 
ful seem* from the d(*ek of her yaeiit, **V 
oHty is evidently ehnriuetl by this view,” i 
the Kiiedivi*. “I am, indeed,” she ri’plied. 
Lesseps says this nlom* was wtuih makiipr 
for,” ndiletl Ismail. "I fully shan* his t 
FaiK»hiie answered full of i*nllmsiasin. 

Another hall was tti l»e i^dven a! t*itirn in 
the forei^u Hoven‘imis, but the f*hnpresH t 
be present on tlint oet'nsion. After visit in 
rah, the Sorapemn ami IIh* icranitie enrioHil 
«hc3 decided to make a trip np the Nile, w 
always lH*en <me of Iu*r fomlest dr(*iims, am 
on November 27, sin* wrote to Napoleon 
which haH never been givi*n exactly and w 
be found interesting ; 
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1 wriii' ihin t'li my way tti Asismiati on th(' To say wo feel 
{■(Kil winiltl mil ho itliMeilntrly tvm*, Imi llio lu'ut ia quite bearable, 
fur I lien* tM Miim* lircf/.t', {lumyli in tin* mni il in a ilifTerciiL matter. 
I luivt' iit'un of you nml of Louis rvt'ry tiny by (ob'gTnui. This 
is maivrloiiH nml very ]>n‘ciouK to mr, nml 1 am ahvayH held to 
tin* iVii-mUy shoco by that wire whifit uruies mo to all T love. 

1 am with our rharminy voyayi'. I wouhl like to 

(h'Hrrila* it i»i you, l)ut many oihorH more rlovor nml better with 
their juMiM lhau 1 am, have mnlerialien that task; ho it Heems I 
lunl lust win) I uiynulf uji in muto ndiuiration. 

'riio Iflti-r then ItmcImK on cmTcnt l^'nnu'h poliiicH 
whioh won* vnry Kloriny at this niumfiii, ami t'oa- 
limifH ; 

I was murh tonaentrd hy yesl onlay’s evenia and to know that 
you are in I'aiis wiitmut nw*; but nil lina piwHetl olT well as X 
leant by your wire, Wlmn one sees tdlmr peojilw, twe iippreei" 
ales bet I or fbt' lujushoo of mtr mvn. I think, imverlheleKH, one 
ahouht not be disbonrleiuHi, hut walk forward in ibe way y«>u have 
ojtrnril u|e; ftufb in I bo runeo .siotin wliieh have been ^^'ranted is, 
tiM w'i' iluiik and niy, a yomt Ibinrt; I tbott'fnre hope Hint your 
Hpeofh before the t ‘bsiittboifi will bo oouohrd in ibat seuHe; tho 
prealer the neoil of slrnijdlt in tbe fulutt*. llu* more nereasary it is 
to aho‘.‘ Ibe etumlry tbat olio lui» itloiw and not mere devieoH. I 
mu very far off and very imu'ianl of thiiiKm sinee my departure 
to apeak linw, bill i am firmly eoiiviuroil ibnt eontinuily of ideas 
is true foree ; I ilo imt like fuidtloit jumps ami tun eonvhieed that 
one etumoi hrmr!" alumt two oon/is d\ Ut( in the name reigti. I mu 
lalkinir at random, for I sun preiu’liing' to one who knows inoro im 
lltih suhji-i l Hum 1 ilo. Hut I uuwl say muaelhinK' if unly lu prove 
wlml you wi’ll know that my hoari is near yon Imtli, and if in 
tlays of I'slm my \iSKiibi»n»l spirit h>ves t(» roam in space, it is near 
you two that 1 like to la* iui days ttf anxiety ami won-y. 

Far from men nml thing’s «»ne bnuithw a serenity which is 
heiietleml f,i Inaly ami spirit; mid by an elTorl td' the imairfnation 
1 fimry that nil' in w«*!l with ytiii heemmi* I know imthinK about 
what i« ifiiini'' »*n. Anmw* yountelf. I think distractions are in- 
dispemtnblo, for one iiuwl buibl up one’s moral fabric just as ono 
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hnildH tip nn ttnfocbh’d coimtitiilion. ('ertainly thinkir 
onct tiling emiH by wettring tkn bent organiainl brain, 
oxponi'nt’wl lliia, and I now diwiusH fnmi tntnnory all th 
ill llu' pawl Inw tanuMhcd tho fhu> fobint nf niy day-drea 
own lifr in flniahi'd ; bnt I Hvi* again in my aon and I hold 
mil joyn wlimh pana through hw hrart to iiunr, 

Mranwhih*, I I'njoy my tn|i, the aunwida, and ihii 
rultivatcd imtun' on a apara Ufty ynnla widfl along th 
behind whieh in the deaerl with it« atuul hilla, and tl 
lighted up by an ardent mm. 

(luod-hy, and always believa in the affection of yt 
devoted 

Eo 

Soon after penning thia letter, the Empr 
tununl t(} France, wh{«re ahe found that tht 
hhuik chnitlH, which had grown during her a 
were about to hurat and one of the heaviot 
tic 4 il RtonuH that Furope haa known wan on th 
of breaking over (lermany and her adopted ct 
The high respect ahown for France by all the 
world during this eantern tour nlrengthen 
Empress in her efforts to tio all in her po 
avert the eataatrophe ; and whim, in aftt^r 
ahe looked hack on this period, Eugi'r 
waya ft'lt that the conflict of 1870 should neve 
oTOurrod and could never have occurred if tl 
aion to “unify (lermany“ had not became a 
idea** in the brain of a little group of high-' 
itateamen on the other aide of the Hhine. 
peace of tin* Eaat*’ would have continued to 
in the West if it had not been for theac 
pcrturbatori. 


CHAPTER Xn 


CCnntT I.IFE IH'UINC} TIIK HK(’()ND EMPIRl 

Since the end of tie K{‘Ht oration in IBtU) down to 
thtJ adv{*nt of Iho Socond Empire in that in, for 
a period of over twenty ytaira, there may be Raid to 
ltnv(* been in Erunee no Hueh thin.ir an Court Infe in 
the full meaninf? of tlu» term, lamin Philippi* jirided 
himself on heiniij: tin* Citi'/en King ami ^rent aim- 
plieity rinjL(ned at tin* TuilerieH. Itut the Emperor 
Knpolemi km-w how the Eremdi character liked court 
cereimmii^H and how inlvantaKeouH it wmukl bo to 
the Parin Iradi's people if fasliion and wealth wore 
given an opportunity to nsHimt tliemnelveH. So one 
of hia first acts on lieeoming Empi'ror wan to give an 
rich a Htiimp an poHsildt* to the (kmrt life of the now 
government, and in these efTorta the Emprosa did all 
in her power to necomi him. 

In IHtI!), only a few montliH before the opening of 
the Suez Canal, in lln* exeeution of which work the 
poraonal intervt*ntion of the Emperor, aa wo saw in 
the last chapter, had had aucli great weight, there 
was no favor which the Emperor was not ready to 
grant to the Khedive Ismail and his son Iluaaein 
Pacha, who was then studying in France. In the 
aummer of that year, the latter came to spend a 
month at Saint Cloud, accompanied by Ids governor, 
Major dii Caslt'x, who later became General de Gas- 
tex. The attentions paid this young man will give a 
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fair idea of a eerfnin amiable aide of court lifi’ 
the Second Emjf»ire. 

At firnt, the entire clum.tce of life and habits 
what diHConcerttul tin' Egyptian prtiiec'; b 
CMirdial welcoiJK' Iu‘ nnH-ived from the Empor 
the Empr(‘HH, and ais«) froin tin* Prince Im 
whoHo gaincH he .s)iar«‘d at the 'ruilerieH, npeed 
him at hia enne and made him feel «{uite at h 
the court eirch'. Of mitlille height, olive comp 
with flin* black eyea and a good figure, np 
French very correctly, atTalile wiieii not ovmaa 
HhyncBH, Prince* IluMHein was charming at the* 
Bixteen or Hcventeen. Since tlien, he ban bee 
man of int(*llectiud parts wluun all the enpi 
Europi* have lenrneil to apjireeiatt*; and now 
n yt'ur pUH,s(*H that he does not spend some mo 
(leruiany, bnt espeeinlly in England nml in i 
where la* ban nnmt‘roUH frii‘n{ls, and where b 
rnanda respect and admiration <if all inti 
oirclea. 

From the moment the y«>ung Prince set 1 
Saint Cloud, in that Hummer, t»f stune forty 
ago, every (*tTorl was niadi* to intt*rest litm in 
that would improve his heart and mimh 1*he t 
sation constantly turned on Egypt, and he Wi 
stantly consulletl as to tin* program of tin* * 
which the Emprt'SH was ahout to undertaki*. II 
appreciated tin* eompliment, was mont eharmi 
^‘ploaacd every one inlinili*ly hy itin giiod m 
and grnciousneHHp* as the Emperor said 
father. He saw tin* Ih'ince Imperial, who Wj 
thirteem, fiovernl limeH each day, and tin* tw 
became fast frif‘rulH, Th<‘y rode together am 
vigilj 


COlUiT LWK DURING THE EMPIRE 

ter; they walked tagethor or amuBcd themselves at 
the KynmaHiimi In tlu* private park or at games in 
the Trocatlerci garth*!!, aee.oiapnnied by the faithful 
Comieau, and, tm eertaiii days, they enjoyed the 
soeieiy of Home t>f the Drinee Imperial 'h other com- 
pnnioiiH the yoniig Duo de IIueHcnr, son of the Duo 
d’Alhe, JuleH KspinaHHe, non of the Gerieriil, and the 
HuJiH of Baron thmviHart, my brother and mo. It 
WJiH alwityn, by tht* way, one of Engenie’H principal 
worrieH to find Hniinblt* phiyi!iat(‘H for her son. 

After the birth of the Prince Imiierial, xmtll tho 
end (}f till* »SiH‘ond hhnpire, ean* for bis liealth, 
rtiixhdy whe!i he wan abnenl from the palace or from 
PariH ami ii general ri'gard ft)r Iuh interosts and 
■welfare* largely modified in fact tho spirit of Court 
life, enpiadally as eoneemed tho Emperor and the 
EmpresH. ''I'lu-y eouhl nevt‘r forgi‘t for a moment 
how preeiouH wan the lift* of thin cliiltl both to them 
aJui to the regime whleh lltey had rei'Htahlished with 
80 mueh (dT«>rt and Haerilhu*. Del mo give one 
ojcample t»f IhiH exee.HHive earo which they had to 
oxereise over «‘Vi*rything that concerned the Prince 
Imperial. Ami how well I n'meanher the incident! 

In lHt;5, Mllo. Robin, a eliarming young girl, was 
take!! with a rash jnst b<'f(*re (jne of tho Tuilories 
ImllH. Hlie pleaded with her mother to let her attend 
notwitliHiamling thin sign of danger of some sort. 
She was a tine damuT, tind the Prince Imperial was 
very attentive to her that evening. When she ro- 
turnetl home after ii pretty viguronR evening of 
wnlt'/Jng, kIio wim taken ill and tho physicians soon 
aaw that nlw had the mea.Hles. The diseiise struck in 
and in forty»eight hours the poor child was dead. 
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Wo won* all tuufh at the* ue‘wa; liut ' 

not the* end of onr Borrown, 

MoaHl(*H waH (‘pidi'inie at that momont at F 
waB very virulent. New ainl dant^erouH eni 
coiiHlantly reported. The Friitei* linperial v 
down with it, and tin* doetorn of the ( 'ourt al 
had enuKht it from the imfortimate Mile 
When he waa HUjJpoHtai to have n«et>vered 
(uuiHidered di»Kirahle, in order tst help diap 
fearn tlu'u rife in Farin, hotli eoneinadn^ 
deinia In Ken<*ral and tlie attui’k whieh the Fr 
juat undergone, that ht* nlundd appear in pn 
on March Kith, whieh waa Ida hirtlulay, he * 
mitted to drive out. Tlie Kmpre.HH ft«lt ver> 
nho\il lluH, hut ahe diti mst llki* tt? intiwl 
pecinlly an the Kmperor wan tUBpoatal to tv 
hit about her “apron HtriuK** tri*ntment ttf tli 
htjy. Itut they Hfjon naw that he hat! goiu' out 
after hia eouvaleHef*net*. Altht>ujurh the day v 
it waH very cuiil for the Meamm and tht' Frl 
not benotUed by the outing. Quite tin* emdr 
luH return to the palace, he had a cdull and w, 
daya in recjtvering. In fact, he did not Hlrnks 
reHult of thirt illneHH ftjr many tnonthn iifie 
and during thin tinu’, hia condition made ma 
ifltmlionB in the wlnde micial and public lif 
Court. 

But to return to our Kgypliau friendH, at 
gintiiug of July, IHOtl, the Khedive lamail 
carat! to officially invite the KmpreHs to tlie 
lios of the opening of the Canal. The fete 
hil honor whh very rangnificent. Kor the i 
last time tbo gardeiw were illuminated with 
lights^ by mcana of two batteriea plaeetl in 
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dow8 of tho tippor floora of the castle. Splendid fire- 
works wore Hvi off and the park was thrown open 
in order that thcj public might bettor enjoy the sight. 
The Prinw Imperial and his companions were al- 
low(‘d to sit up beyond the usual hour and sovoral 
of the l>oyH at ill rem(*mbcr vividly the scene which 
they admired from the iron horse-shoe balcony of 
the castle. Before the fireworks were sot off, a 
trouja* of ('xeelhmt actors gave, in the l^alon de 
Mars, Gondinet’s play La cravate bhwche. The play 
had very nearly to lie abandoned becuiUHC of the in- 
(luisitiveiu'BS of tile public, which had taken advan- 
tage in great numbers of the Emperor's pormiaaion 
to enter the park and gardens, and now Boomed bent 
on penetrafing into the palace itself. So it was 
found necesHary to clear the terrace immediately 
surrounding the castle, and thus prevent the crowd 
from gtdting in at the windows. By this means no 
disorder spoiled thc» end of the ftite. 

Great preparations had been made for the ball 
which was to follow the illuminaiions and fire-works. 
An amusing didail may ht* given which shows that 
the court etiquette of the Second Empire was not 
unbending. Wlien it was learned that the Khedive 
Ismail did not posseas the shadow of a pair of knee- 
breeches In his wardrobe, the other gentlemen were 
ordered to wear frock-cwiats and trousers, and the 
Egyptian I'rince was not aware of the momentary 
confusion which he had oooasionod. 

This ball, given in the GaErio d 'Apollo and tbe 
neighboring salons, was one of the finest fetes of 
the Empire. The official world, elegant society, dis- 
tinguished foreigners, and numerous officers wore 
invited and their various costumes and uniforms 
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court of tlio Socoiul Enipiro at Saint (loud. T] 
lowing, wliich ik not gon(»rally known, may bo 
bore : 

Whon tho Emporor wuh froHh from the hiat 
roHearclu'H eonneetcd with hia lAfv of Julius ( 
hia mind wan naturally storett with tin* faeta, 
anti nnnu'H relating to lounnn liisttu'v. So In 
a inalieiouH pleasun* in Hi'izing the oeeaaion ' 
gatlnwing of (he htnisthiohl at nn-ul time ti» nut 
Htnrtle Ihia or (hat. gueai by asking pU7//ling 
tiona about aneienl his(t)ry. ( ’«mHet|uently, < 
body wan on Itmter htjoka when the ctuiver 
turned towards th(‘H(* early tinien, ami ever] 
would look down on tlu' platen so ns to avoid m 
tlu‘ Emperor’s glanee anti ho eseupe the huinil 
(d' bt‘ing laughed at by (hose pn'.seiit, for Hor 
Hurd reply* Unit perhaps a Hehoollioy wouhl i 
guilty of. *' N'(»lhing make.s one ho happy an th 
ure of otluTH,” wa.s the remark whieh tin* (pi 
hoHt made, on oiu' of Ihene tiei-nsionH, wluni ei 
U8 Heermnl to <*njoy the diHeomllture of Iuh ( 
neighbor. 

The autoniatie imnauuent of the lu’ndH, all be 
down at tlu' name moment, had Honudldn^ 
furmy in it, and amused tlu' Emperor an thoi 
had luam a child. It was good to hear hta opc 
catching langhter when he had imki’il a very c 
cated {]ueHti(m and th(‘ person luldresHtHl, 
bluahittg or Htammering, reninttied .speeehleHH 
catechi^/ing was indnlgtal in even on the days 
the mininterH met in etnmeil, amt the dincre 
real enjoyment whieh the Emperor felt wk 
“Excelleitcy” “flunked*’ was esperinlly amtisi 
18 neodloH« to add that the Emperor n«‘ver hIk 
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lack of tact in this connection and was careful in 
tho choice of his innocent victims. Thus he never 
questioned Prince Hussein, who might have replied 
hy asking a fact in the history of some of the 
Ranieses, nor the Prince’s governor, being careful 
not to diminish the prestige of the tutor in the eyes 
of the young Egyptian. 

Another anecdote concerns General de Galliffet, 
tluni a colonel returning from Africa, where he held 
a command. One monving he arrived at Saint Cloud, 
at half past cloven, and waited in the salon preced- 
ing the dining-room, where every one welcomed him, 
for he was known to be persona grata at court. 
Some surprise was felt, however, that he should pre- 
sent himself at such an hour without invitation. The 
clumiberlain on duty even ventured to inform him 
that tlu5 breakfast hour was near and that the Em- 
peror and the Empress might appear at any moment. 
But Colonel de Galliffet showed no signs of uneasi- 
ntisa and awaited events. Hearing at this instant 
some steps in the private apartments, he hid behind 
a screen, when suddenly the Emperor, the Empress 
and the Pidnce Imperial entered. While they were 
<mgaged in returning the salutations of those 
present, Galliffet, leaving his hiding place, on a sud- 
den stood before them, bowing low with all the grace 
he could master. ^‘Ali, there is Galliffet!” both sov- 
ereigns exclaimed at the same time. “Where do you 
come frond” added the Emperor, smiling. The self- 
possessed officer made a suitable reply, with the 
spoilt child’s certitude of receiving a kind welcome, 
whereupon tho Emperor remarked: “You are, of 
course, breakfasting with us,” and in went “the un- 
bidden guest” just as if he had received an invita- 
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those present on reading these words, and I remem- 
ber that Eugenie exclaimed: ‘‘Thank God, we have 
yet some ground for hope.” 

The Empress immediately gave orders for the 
return to Paris. State papers, and all private 
articles of value were gathered together and the 
Court hastily settled at the Tuileries. The pictures 
and works of art which decorated the palace at Saint 
Cloud were transferred to the Louvre and the 
National Repository. Thanks to this wise measure, 
many precious canvases and artistic pieces of furni- 
ture were saved from the flames which destroyed the 
royal residence so soon afterwards. Among these 
were many objects of much price which once be- 
longed to Marie Antoinette and which had been care- 
fully collected. The Empress felt from the start that 
if matters turned badly on the frontier, the very 
existence of the regime was endangered, and so, with 
this always in mind during this crisis, the result was 
that many things of every kind that might other- 
wise have been lost to Prance were preserved, and 
the wreck of the private fortune, papers, and other 
matters of the Imperial family was far less than 
would otherwise have been the case. 

But to return to a happier phase of court life 
under the Second Empire and to another center of 
its existence, Fontainebleau, where, at the close of 
May, 1858, the Emperor and the Empress stayed for 
a time. It was a delightful rest after the January 
tragedy — the Orsini plot — and the complications 
with England which had arisen from the “Colonels’ 
Address” one of the unfortunate results of this ter- 
rible attempt on the Emperor’s life. 
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The town of Fontaineblc'iiu wi'leonuMi thi‘ in 
couple with oven mon* wnniith tlian uhuuL A 
in the cveninj^ tin* Emperor, the Priiiee In 
and the EmproHH, enteretl the well decora led h 
aceoinpunied hy Queen Supine of the Netliei 
the I’riiHH' Royal of \VurtenllH‘r^^ Priuee Xn| 
PrinceHH Mathihli*, Prinee Alcxamler tvf thi‘ N 
huulH, PriiuM* Nieolaa of XaHsau, Prinee #lt 
Murat, (■omioHKci dt* Monti jo, th(» Eni^liMii Am 
dor ami Lady (lowley, the Miniaters of tin' X 
lands and of WiirteniherK, and many «>ther in 
tios. It was a rernarkahh* eavnlemle iii every r 
and ciniHod mm*h favtirahh' eumment at llie 
**A re^itime that can hrinjr toKethtn* niieh a In 
throiiK,’* rtunarkt'd a Senator, ‘'hnn tin* eouut; 
Europe behind it,” a Hfatement whieh wan u 
tionaldy true at this moment. 

On the fcdlowin^ day, a conutry dniuM* wan 
in ono of the pretlii*Ht spota of tin* forent 
men and women dnnctnK the UoulauK‘‘'re on a h 
green sward, strewn with npring llowcrs, i 
inusio of the forest guides; (he next im»rning 
was a stag hunt, ami in the eveaiiig a torel 
procoHsioa in the Oval Oourt-yard, Itt whieh th 
lio were admitted hy the Ptude Ooivc, tin* flm 
way decorated with scuIptureH am! fresrneH fli 
which (•harles Quint passt'tl wln‘n ln‘ eimn* t* 
Francis I, and whieli the Empiu'or idways p 
out to his guests as one of the iimst interesli 
Joets of the enstle. At this fe!(» the Emper< 
pared on the balcony, with Queen Sophie < 
arm, and was much ncididined hy tin* crowd. 
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m‘d thon' ilmn^ wt‘t‘kH longer. Distinguished 
i belonging ft) tln^ diplonintic corps and society, 
18 ineinberH td tlii' cabinet with their wives, and 
of tin* ineintH'rH (d (In' houHchoid cuiuo in turn 
cast It*, anti tlmugh lift* was rather j)eaceful at 
ineblemi mid all wt'n* particularly bent that 
rest Irtun the trials and emotions 
i w'inter still (ht‘ri‘ wert* a gootlly number of 
ctionH anti mnuKt'jnentH of dilTcrent kinds as 
s eliaracterized tin* Ctairi life of the Second 
ro. ‘*Ont* of tin* first tlidics tii* a Hovert*ign,” 
cnpt'rtir usetl to say, “is to annise his subjects 
ranks in ilit* stjclal scale. lit* has no more right 
a dull Court than lu* has it) have a weak 
or a poor navy.” 

Fonlaint'ldeau itnig drivt*H, and from time to 
i hunt, w(*r<* tin* chief distractions. Another 
tc pnHtimc td tin* Hovcrt‘ignH and their giicsts 
aying impnaiiptn visitH to the artistic ocleb-, 
who were then found in such large numbers in 
•ound tin* l'’oiilainehleau forest. Thus one day 
con, with tin* Einpress by bis side, and driving' 
carriage he liki*ti to liamlle himself, stopped 
tin* boiiHt* of ilie painter Decamps. The 
had lieen informed only a few minutes pre- 
r" of their coining and had hastily brought out 
V ainvases his stmlio then contained. The Em- 
took great inli^rest in them and the sovereigns 
mrmly c«»ngratnlnt(‘d the talented painter on 
mutifnl wisrk. An oilier day, the Empress 
i the c!uliiri‘iPs home ki*pt by nuns, and, after 
sing the games and t'Xi'rcises of the inmates, 
nted oaki'H and aweets among the young poo- 
mdb to their pleasure. Another time, the 
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Choral H(icii‘ty of Fontaiiiobh'niu uf work- 

men, Hunf^a canfnin onlitiod the /w/a'rm/ Hunt. Tlu* 
Krnperor and tlio rest listcncc! to tin* Kimph* snn|>:, 
w'hich wa.H i^ivon in lh«‘ Knirli^^li ptr*inn, cnnirnit- 
iilatcHl Iho sin^rorH ami Inul fhanipnirno servcfl fo 
them. When the wim* was pfiurfft, the Kmperor 
raiat'd hia |.daH.s Hjiylnir: “({i*ntlcmem h't ua drink to 
poliiieal and nniHieal liarinnny,” and the workmen 
replied with hnid eheerinijc. Another afterntum, the 
EmpreHH and ln'r ladies look Uosn Bonlamr hv Hnr> 
priae, found her in law nms<’idini' attire, and praised 
her fine anininl ]iietures. All tiu'st* visifs entertniued 
the p;:iieHtH (d' tlie ea.stle and rendt‘r**d the t'ourt vt‘ry 
popular in the nei^'hliorlnaul. “W'hmi the I'hnperor 
coineH,” Haid om* of the in;iyt»rs, **we, here in Fon- 
tainehh'aii, inupdne that the Afp* of lauuM XIV hns 
returned.” 

B(‘for(' h'nvini^: I'hmtninehlenu tidiH year, the Fm* 
pcn)r reviewed, as usimh the f^arrison Iroopa, ami 
decorated a few of the ollieer.s with tin* eross of the 
Legion of Honor. The town was again in gtihi 
drena on the day of «mr ilrpnrture and then twery- 
thiiig heentne eahu tuiee more in the »ptiid old place, 
“WiJ will now gi» to Hle(i*|} till next Hunimer,” re- 
marked this same good j»hi mayor, as he hade tlm 
EmpreHH farewell. 

B''ontainehh’au was imudt eiiferfitined during tlie 
year 1801 hy the arrival of the Persian ami Sianies** 
amhaHBadorH. At that date SultaiiH ami Shahs never 
camo In pernon to Kurupean rountries ami ahont nil 
that waB known innict'rning lliem was wlmt was 
found in the Arahhtn Xit/his. Hu wlieii it was lun 
noimced that a IkTsinu nmliasHiidur was coming tt) 
Franco, both the Emperor and the Empress limtight 


COURT LIKU DURING THE EMPIRE 


that th<' occHHion nliould not bo lost to impress on 
this Orionliil tlit‘ ^nuidour of western civilization. 
The political tdlVct of such an act could not bo bad. 
The Emperor ('vmi HUOT‘«tod that the Empress also 
aliould he prc'sent at the onicial rt'ception of the em« 
huHS}'. Up to that time, .she had never X)articipated 
in ceremonies of this kind. This was a new depart- 
ure wliieh iutm’esti'd Ik't very much. It was decided 
that she should ln> in full Uourt dress, that she 
should !)(■■ surrounded by all Die ladies of the palace 
and that she should he deeked out in the finest 
jewels. .Ml this was done and a ceremony, 

wliieh mueh Impressed the ('mbassy and which added 
luueh rcial to that season’s festivitioH at Fontaiue- 
hleau, was lhi‘ result. 

Shortly aflm* the (h'pnrturo of the Persian ambas- 
sador, a Siamese embassy was amiounccd to be on 
its way to Foidaim'bUum. It was decided that Na- 
poleon should retHMVo this mission in the hue gal- 
lery of Henri 11. Hero was to be a fresh sensation, 
for wluoh the Persian ceremony had whetted the 
(•ourt niipotite; and when tliis curious body of en- 
voys riaudied the palace, they created a veritable won- 
der. Here was a group of individuals clothed in long 
silken robes uiul who looked as though they were 
carved out of a block of ciiocoiate. They had in- 
formed th(» (hmrl a0ieiala that they wore bringing 
ricJi gifts from the King of Siam to the Emperor 
and that thoHO gifts must he presented by them on 
their hands aiul knees. The Emperor at first re- 
quested that tin* kneeling formality be dispensed 
with, but when told that this would cause offence to 
the BiamoHo, ho permitted them to have their own 
way. 


(knirt lauH*H. I ja* Inttrr wi«r«* nih»rtiHMi hy tho 
officialH, who kiU‘W th<» Sioua wovh, to be 
catoful Tiot to limifh iit what tlo'y wm* to soe 
tliia hliit WfiH uiii»H'«‘HHiiry, fur, an «»!»» ttf tlir 
Baiti truly nftrr tlu* r»T»'iiiiun', “\vli»‘U I t^aw 
poor huruHU Ihuui^m rr»'*‘|'hat tlu* Iloo 

^rovrlliuK hniBta tho wan ko painfii 

1 am mire tiuhraiy |}r»*Koiit fi-ll libo 
The uufttrtunntr amlnt5^toitl*»r Imre tui \m li 
largo golcitui rup routniiiiiis^ rirfi |»rrHriitf4. I« 
to achanro, ho wouhi luinh hhoMolf furwnrdH 1 
pointfi «}f hi« oIIhovb, fiajiu^wbat by hifi 

Ilia progroaa waa Hhnv ami piiitiftil, mal 
ho Anally roaohotl th«* hi' wan unntiuif | 
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los of ilio Firnl Empire always made it oapocial- 
c*ar to Mapoleou llf. “I almost feel somotimoa, 
walk these leafy alleys,” the. latter oaee said, 
it I am in dlriH’t eonununiou wilU the great Em- 
ir. Anyway, T always rt'eeive inspiration hero 
return to tlu' 'ruiU'ric's with a stronger will, a 
'er heart aiul a ehairer eonseienee.” Fontaine- 
u was eonnc^eietl with too many sad events in 
oleonio histfiry ever to bo a perfectly restful 
e for the eontomplntive spirit of the Fmperor, 
gh th(‘ Entprt'HH was nuieh atlaehodto the grand 
st and tln‘ many heautiful drives and walks of 
'Court, ddie Heeond Empire made quite its own 
rather neglected castle and Huperb forest of 
piegne. Some of the most famous social and 
itie events of the reign eeufer there and a few 
vmvH of Cornpiegne may he introdnced in these 

'H. 

rmning ineidents are not infrequent in Court 
and the following is an instance of one of these. 
giiestH of the palaces of (knupiegne and Pon- 
dileau were often seen strolling round the ken- 
On one oeeaHinn, at Cornpiegne, the Empress 
aeeompanieti hy several other Indies, amongst 
Ti was the Prlneess Metternich, the charming 
of the Austrian AmlmsHador, when she went to 
the hunting dogs. The Prince de la Moskowa 
acting the part of Imst and pri'sented Ins visi- 
with the traditional whips. It was with evident 
faction tlint he called on them to admire the 
ty and strength of his dogs; when, suddenly, 
nf Faigthtie’s eompnnicma exclaimed; 
four fine dogs must have fleas, which they will 
ly pass on to na,” 
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ac? m Mu^Kinva wim, durujiyr mw m our 

visit, fuitl niurii in inir iiniiiHi*i}U‘rit, did nnt to 
worry nbout tin* tiroHono* wiiioh in «U {)rul>- 

fdiility oxinfod oidy in his iiniiii'inidion. 

It WUH tin* rtndojii nt ( *niis|>irirno fr»r onrh Indy to 
(duHiHo tiio l«‘tn,’!n wlio was tu onrort ht*r to thi* 
dining:-rnoin and sii hy Iot sido iit tiddo. Thin rulu 
riHo on otn* rn’raMitm to an nintising iidvouturc 
of whirh Sfiinto thiiw wiin tho Iht**. 

A vary intidliiicont anti tliaiin^ctuMhod yowiiR kdy, 
Milo, do liiH'ckomi, wiahinic ft» lmvc» the opfiorUnnty 
of onjoyinic tdio oonvorsatitoi t*f thii fiimoui critic* 
who lm|»|H«nf*d to kc atnyiiii^ at C *itm|iii*gtiii Rt the 
Rami* timi* ii» loTRt*lf, wiid to him tmo tiny, tiiing the 
formula then in vtcmJo nt the cififitlct “Mmifticttr 
Hiiintc-Bcmvo, will you take mo t»ut to dimior to- 


undimutnuti the riniuoRt nt nil. Ho was ritd suffi- 
oitmtly ooiicidtod t« imiigino tlifit the yiiiing wom»!i 
had taken a fancy to Inni* and i*ti|ipoied ilio it mnp 
proposal wai clut to a iiusro wmmn‘$ tmprico. Ho 
WM qaiA to roalixo all the unploaianl 

BIB 
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which might arise from such a proceeding, the re- 
marks which might he made and the difficulty of find- 
ing in Compiegne an inn sufficiently remote to en- 
sure the absolute privacy which would he needed. In 
this dilemma, he finally decided to confide in Prin- 
cess Mathilde and ask her advice. The Princess 
laughed very heartily and explained to him the 
nature of the service the young lady had requested 
— ^that she simply wished to be escorted out to the 
dining-room of the castle. 

“Well,” said the witty critic, joining in the laugh; 
“I thought I knew French, but I see I am unac- 
quainted with the Compiegne dialect.” 

The evenings in Compiegne were usually spent 
in chatting and dancing. The Emperor and the Em- 
press were always very careful to speak to all the 
guests irrespective of their rank, occupation, or age. 
Eugenie was particularly careful to be attentive to 
the young, to those of both sexes, just entering 
society, and who can add such life and charm to 
Court circles. It was difficult to carry out this plan 
at the crowded Tuileries, during the busy Paris sea- 
son. But in the quieter life of Compiegne such was 
not the case, and the Empress always made the most 
of this opportunity to draw nearer to the Court 
these future leaders of society. The Emperor ap- 
plauded and aided, in so far as possible, her efforts, 
which, I may say, were crowned with success, be- 
cause of the gentle nature of the young people and 
because of the naturalness of the plan. 

Sometimes, instead of dancing to the music of the 
mechanical piano, whose handle was turned by self- 
sacrificing guests — a good instance of the simple 
life which prevailed at Compiegne — ^the Empress 
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'would propoBo intoll(‘etiifd gniiifB of various kinda. 
Slio was cHpt'rinlly fond of what uro ndlod ‘Mdttlo 
I^aporH,’* juul “ C^nt’st iiOiB and Au.Hwt'rs,” (dav^r 
writerB liki* Octavo Fouithd, Sidntf l!t‘uvi\ Mori- 
meo and ArBonc fioussayi* wt-ro prosHial into tlwao 
IJI’amcB and addcil ^rontly U> tho iiitoroHt. thio of 
tlio (k)nrt g'ivt'S tho folhoviti^ niTHunt : 

“I roonll that oiio wlaai wo W'oro weary of 

tlie moro (>UBtonmry ^amt‘S, aoiu«‘ one propostHl that 
a dictation ho ^ivtan nn<l oaro w.hh taken to include in 
the phraHOH /y;:ivon otd very hunt wortls and idl the 
little intricuieI(*H of hVeneji grammar and rtunpoHl- 
tlon. The iminht'r tif nnatakeH was enoninnw and 
perliapH not the leant eitrhtuB fiodure of tlio tritd wan 
tliat: IVinec' Metternieh enme tifT victor xvitli fewer 
faullH Ilian anyluHly elno. I ilo not now rennunher 
whether any of tin* writers junt nnudioned wi*re 
preaciit that evi*nin^ and took part in the flirtation. 
Frobably not, however, tlnoiKdi if my menn»ry m nut 
at fault, it was Sainte Henve who drew up the text 
of the dictation, read it out tii tlu’ 'pupils* ami theu 
counted up tin* inistakea of each one. A a tuie of hin 
faxmrite tlu'.BeB was that foreigners often know 
French h(*tt(*r than nativen, tins nmy arcrmnt in part 
for the fine manner in wliich tin* Austrian cliplomat 
paased ihrmi^^di the ordeal. 

The afti'rnoon or niondnn;' at Foiiipiegne was 
somotimea i^ivc*n up tti a litint t»r to a drive thrtuii^h 
the beautiful fort‘Hf to the* faijiouH rastle of f*ierri*” 
fonda, which th<* lOmpenm wan liavlitK restored, 
chiefly wnth fund.H from his prix‘ate ptirsej and where 
the EmprcBB wan hrin^'inK toR**tlier a rathi'r inmor- 
tat collection of arnu.r, Aft.-r thin h.mt .V 'lrivc, 
.there was generally a gathering at tho tea hour m 
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tlu* luaiti Halun, whvn Hinno af the* most delightful 
conviu’Hiit ion I ever linteiiod to- and I have heard 
muc'h fme ruiivcrsafioii sinec those fjir-oil days — 
was iiuhdgotl in. (hit hrillianey and instniciion, 
Hfiutillai ion and wit could only he (‘Xju'eted from a 
gathiO'ing which was made up of sneh num as Augior 
and Arscnc iloussnyc. with Alfred th' Vigny and 
ronsard in reserve, perhaps; where \hetor Dimiy, 
Lahiehe and Paul Keviil vieil with one another to bo 
intcnssiing; where the learning and wit {)f hhhnond 
Ahout^ Pasteur, d. H. Piimns and Lev(‘rrii‘r shone 
brightly ; whih* Mich geniuses in dilVerent tieldH of 
culture as (lounod, Meyerlu'cr, llchert, (lerdine, Am- 
hroisi* 'I'hoinas aiul a sctin* of other sinulnr c«dt‘hri- 
licH, lilh'd the drawing rooiuH with tluur muHic or 
their lu'illiant conunentH on all tla‘ fuu' arts. All 
llu'Ht* and many more remarkahif* num and womoii 
passed thriuigh the sahuis of that old (hunpiegno 
palace, which was so musty and dead whmi the 8oc- 
oinl Hmpirc was I'stahlisluMl. d'hey chatted and dis- 
eusHcd the various topics of the day. I can mwor 
forget those Imni’H and the nmgnilic.imi inlolloctual 
tournaments which then look jdaec*. 

'rile painci' iif i ‘nmpiegne had no theater previous 
to IH.’lii, though tlu’ <»riginal plans of the architect 
(lahriel conlemplatei! such a room. But Louis XV 
had never carriisl out this jmrl of the plan. Wheu 
Prhici'Hs Louisi', oldest daughter of Louis Pldlippo, 
was married t«j Leopold I, King of the Hclgiaus, 
(himpiegue was Hchadisl as the spot where the eoi’c- 
iiiony hhonid take place, and a theater was impro- 
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to tlu* <rttu|H' of lu-lnrs wlio itxik a train about two 
o’olijck ill tilt* iiinrnintr Tor Parisj an hour or two 
away, lu'lnij paid, al! tht' nu'mborB of tho 

wiTo iiiviij'il lo diuo at Uu* ])alaco, those in 
tht' tif Hiuiijr hcina: adinittod to the Em- 

perar’H l/ibh', and lh<‘ tdlaTH to the table of the 
eonnn.'OHliT of tin* palnra. n'he rate of the actors’ 
fi’t'H was bast'll on tin* hiM:h('st sinn they eoidd make 
at Baris. 'Dn* sin’ffss of tin* ])layH at (kuni)i('^i(no 
(lept'iidt'd on many eireninstanees. It Komc'timoa 
happeni'd that actors i^^ol an at lack of Htafce fright 
when bronght faci* to face with thin special audience 
and did very poorly. Again, then* was hoiuo cold- 
ne.H.H in flu* andienci*. as (In* sjas'tatorH waited for ua 
to lend in the npplanse. Of course, there was no 
rlntpie. 

Wt* had also anintenr thcntrienlH at Oompi5gne, 
lite aetors being the guests at Hu* palace. These 
plays Were not given In the theater just described, 
but in a large room of the pnhu'e, wht'n* a temporary 
Hinge was pul up. The costunu'S were borrowed 
from the Shite wardroiie. Tin* stage manager of 
tlu’se private f iieat rieal.s was .M, Vio!et~Ie-l)uc, the 
fanuniH arebiteet who n*stored Pierrefonda and 
other eelehrated niins of Eraiuu', whose society I 
always greatly enjovi-d. I am sorry to say that in 
later life lu* seemed ti» ftu’get luH oil! beucfactorB, in 
wideli respect, howeviT, he was only human, for I 
have often remarked that tlnme in high placoB are 
far more apt to turn llieir hacks on friends who have 
falh*n from power, than are those of the more 
Inimlde walks in life, flow mimy of the faithful 
domestics of the Imperial ruHidenei'S remained 
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ardcnit Hispportrm »f tin* Kinpirt* tn tin* very m\ of 
tht'ir 

Oil ciin* nr lwi» yri’iiHi««iiH, tin’ finsk 

hcr.Hflf ill |iriviil«* tin*nlrn!\'ilfi. I r‘'mri[uhi»r 
hi»r uciiiiK tH’tavi’ ’.h Pm h tills uf the. 

Marrhittiirss \\li«‘ii i>iln* with I'miil** trAiuliim, 

Aitnilii’r* Bnuvruir «*f liiHlriuiiit* uinitrrH lU*- 

KnfVt'H til In* rni’t»ril»*{| lirfi*. I rrrti|lrt*l IIihI ill u|ii» uf 
thn IhhI Muiutny nt' llu* l’,m- 

pri'iiH wna rliiittiuK Priiirs'HH M»*tl«*rnh*}n wliyn 
Ihn fyninT m\h\ In Imr; "Vuii n^*k MitH.Hji tii 

writo It i»liiy f»>r in i.Osii'h >«« wuuhl 

havn till' prinripiil |inrt/’ kin*w Iphv iiiurh 

thin ffiKt'iimliiiK vvyiuiui [yvrti tin- niniilrur MfiiKt*, ninl 
hIu’ wiw lint {«» Ihul that- 

tlin F {llli{i«-*lllllrlv uri/.i’tl Si|H»H ihi’ 

tinu with 4’iit nial « fvw tlaj-w Inh-r, w,iuli* th*,* 

irmi vvttH wtin lint, ulii' Ht5ivi'«'.t|«*4 m Kt'OinK tin* Mur- 
ijtUH dr AfiiHHu tn U4't i<i wurk tm n |«H*rt* Ihiil uml ulT 
with ilyiiig nthuru aiui in whirh flu* I’nv- 

mti linrmdf w'itli iclnry. I rfimiitls^-r, tluki iln* yumiic' 
FrilliU’ lliul ll fs*w l«* rmlt* nt 

puhil in thr |»lny. iln k**! nil with r»*iiHit|rrnhl»* 
iiinrit, hilt Wftj4 ruiifiiHs il hy lltt* tiur?4s4 «»f n]»- 

plnuMn, whinh, fniiniiiitnly f»n' thn i4iu‘»*r»rt nf hin 
pnrti liid inU cu'riir until In* IiimI iitiii** nil In* 

hwtl l» Wiy, I WU.H liihl lit lltt* tflin* Hint ttlirii !»i‘ Inft 

thn lUul gnt hrliilul tln» lit* ««trliiiSii«'4 in 

H twin of vihw iiini in u iniiinn*r Ihiit 4«ln»ws'»i In* t'titrlil 


nnt nndiTHiiind wliitl tin* tmiimnltniw umrk^ i»f up* 
prnvnl nniUil ; “l*hl tliiil innw* mniii tliiil lliry hmt 
had inuHiich nf mnf '* TIun i|iH*?4tinfi urtu'nkrd 

a laugh limnllg s«»llin nf tin* miirtinf-ttrtttru und 
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more.^ It showed, however, an innate trait of his 
beantiful character, — ^he never considered what he 
said or did to have any special merit. He was so 
when a mere child, as a growing lad and as a young 
man. If he could have succeeded in escaping the ter- 
rible attacks of those pitiless savages, he would 
never have felt that he had been a hero, though, as 
events showed, he died one. 

There is a rather amusing anecdote connected 
with this play of Massa’s which deserves to be re- 
lated, I think, and of which the Emperor is the hero. 
During the intermission, the Emperor went behind 
the scenes and in the green room met Generals Mel- 
linet and de Galliffet so excellently disguised that 
he took them for real troopers. He asked Massa who 
those soldiers were, and got the reply: ‘‘Your Maj- 
esty, they are supernumeraries, — one from the 99th 
regiment at Compiegne, and the other from the In- 
valides. ” Thereupon, the Emperor, with his cus- 
tomary kindness toward inferiors, went over to the 
two men to say a few words to them. The supposed 
infantry man who had his back turned to the Em- 
peror and saw in a mirror what was happening, 
turned quickly on his sovereign, and as if he mistook 
him for some private from his own regiment, ex- 
claimed roughly: “What do you want?’’ Then, pre- 
tending to have just at that moment discovered his 
mistake, he added in a most humble tone: “Pray 
excuse me, sire !” It was now the Emperor ’s turn to 
be astonished, when he recognised GaUiflPet, and left 
him, much amused to speak to the supposed “In- 
valide,” whom he quickly saw was no other than 
Mellinet. Then, turning to Massa, the Emperor 
said; “Mr. Stage-Manager, I want to congratulate 
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lU'ViT linul nf n-pfaliuK^ Ti was arranged be- 

.MndaiiH* (‘uii!H‘au, wliu was in the charade, 
aiul the PriiH'i', Hint wlaai iiis turn (‘anii^ alus would 
press his liaiul tuier st» that he w«)u](l make no mis- 
take. At the right place, this prearranged sign was 
given, intt the Prinei' said nothing. It was repeated 
thret' times, hut tile Priiu’e was al)Soluiely Kiltmi, and 
the (Uirtnin had tt> gu di>\vn wltlumt his having 
Hpokeii. 'rile Prince was so ashamed of the blunder 
that he a.skeil in he given another trial, and the cur- 
tain went up again. Put wlien the place was reached 
whi'i'i' he slmuhl speak, he ijuile forgot his lines, and 
called out with .seine irritati<in and with eunsiderable 
justiei', some of US thought t “Is there no 
prompter r* Hie maiiagerH of llieHu charade parties 
took the hint, am! fremi that time ou, a prompter was 
always at hand, mui’li to the eomfort of the adult 
actiirs. I mn\ add that thi.s breakdown did not dis- 
(-((urage the aeling pnu’livities of the Prince Im- 
perial, for here ns in i-vt-ry thing else that he imdcr- 
toiik, hi* frii’ti again and again, and in the (‘ud be- 
vmni* a very {’r«*dilahh* amati'ur actor. 

'riuH taste for eharmles ami tahhaiux, which was 
so marked iluring tin* Seemnl Empire and which was 
given fnll vi*}it 1*) at Fontnim*hleau as well as at 
Compiegm*, {’anHi*d sonn* unjust crilieiKin at the 
tinus and .Hiime, several erllicH have made state- 
lueiitH whii’h wer«* ns .seandalons us untrue. What 
tin? Empress thought «jf the.se Htrictures and what 
was thi* elTi-ei tlu*y hatl tm her is widl told in a letter 
written ahouf that time to a friend which has sinco 
h(‘en slmwn tt» me, I cammt do better than tran- 
Horilie it here. It runs as follows: 

“In July, I could not hide a certain feeling 
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of on ihin awtiiifit. T iiH<l Jum! ri'hirntM] from 

I liatl tin'ii from a 

slight e.l'H’st rittiic'k. I iiiii fipt tn Im» wry hmlctit 
towards miih'Vtdonn* \vhi<’li linii ««»! Iintrnt m IIh 
motivo. Wln‘ti hy rlimu**' I on t|io juunmy 

through lif«* ponpio whn hmlc fur i^vU wlioro it (ioi<8 
not exist, find who tfiir tii»’}r liiniclihors to luecvs 
withcmt ohjoot «ir vmm% tliifi ii5iilc*’?4 itn* \*j»ry find, nu<l 
I say to niyst'lf : *H«hv l»n«l n fiersfiit fiitint Im^ wins 
trios to broak tli*^ hoarts «»f wh*i |ii»hl mit their 
hands to him; for lod only mw Iho bhiwn felt, hut 
miatniat takes the pliiw* *«f ovr^ry utlntf iieatinmnt 
and ovon ctur frtfiitlHliipa are ttntlermifird.’ 1'hta la 
why I was hc 4 ami dwriisg thv liiftl day« nt Puiititine- 
hlonii, Tlnit imiooeiit elmraile, tmiuaHkinl in the 
nowHpnpors witti dotailH whirii rmiir from one 
of ihoHt* preHent ; !» sre Itaiuled over to the 

malioimia pohlirity uf ptditinil piirtioK «!«! puhiio 
eurioHity, and this hy a frteitd, or, ni niiy rale, hy a 
guoat»— this is a thing f rjiiiimt got mv^l to. I wimld 
antn np my foeliiigs in My emmiieii will 

always flntl me ready to fnee llmu; bill eiiii I liity na 
much for my fneinbs? A*ld ft* lliis the very niiturnl 
anxiety whieh I felt rofieeroiriii my fiiafer’s health, 
whieh tlianks ta tli»d i** belter, nral you will iiialer* 
stand why I gave way to ineliiiirlioiy, tiiciiitwt wldrlt, 
however, 1 always strive to Inive llie itpuer liiirni in 
so far as ptvsaihle/* 

Though thc' Emperor never rnred very mneh for 
sports of any kiml, he fully ri,M»oicai’^ed ttii^ impnr'* 
tanoo of enoemragitig liuiitiiig ni tlie Ini|M»riii! Pourt, 
and, while tho Emprenfi, tor», whm not tm fiiiepl in thi« 
sort of distraotion, she shared bi» %‘tewf* <iii the mjH* 
joct, so that both lent their warriieMt siip|Mirt to itmk- 
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mg tMs feature of court life worthy of the regime. 
I do not think I exaggerate when I state that the 
Imperial hunts of the Second Empire were never 
surpassed in Prance under the monarchy and were 
not inferior in good style to those of any other Euro- 
pean court. More than once I heard this said by the 
royal guests, and the same thing was repeated, with 
less probability of being done out of compliment, 
by our own ambassadors and military attaches, who, 
having taken part in the hunts of the various Euro- 
pean courts, were in a good position to speak with 
authority. 

The Imperial hunting equipage generally re- 
mained nine months at Fontainebleau and three 
months at Oompiegne, with occasional meets in the 
forests of Saint G-ermain, Rambouillet, Ourscamp, a 
few miles from Oompiegne, Villefernoy and Marly. 
The Fontainebleau meets were not so well attended 
as those of Oompiegne, because of the season of the 
year when they were held, — the first two thirds of 
the year. The Oompiegne season was the autumn. 

On meet days, the huntsmen of various grades 
started out early in the morning in undress uniform, 
and their three-cornered hats, to look over the 
ground and let loose the animals. This done, they 
stationed woodsmen to guard the enclosures and 
then returned to the meeting-place, wither had pre- 
ceded them the wagons bringing food and luggage 
of all kinds. After a hasty breakfast, the huntsmen 
attired themselves in full uniform and reported to 
the master of the hounds, who had arrived in the 
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for tlu’ rfHn*p! it>ii of ltj«’ h«*ti}4rhu!ii and tiic 

glU'HtH. 

A ui till* I\iii^C%* in liio form! of (’(jja. 

piog'nc, wan a |iir!iir»‘'-4jut’ Hini ifniini Ksi^lit, At this 

opt'H pointy whiolt ih in lln< mitiT uf tlw* fori'St, 
oiuUhI rnaj^ijiltrinit nllr) h, whirfi Wi-rn pirrciMt 

tlimnul} n plnatatimi »*! Miprrtt «*ak tn-s-n liurin^Miu* 

raig’n of KnuiriM I. In nn** <»| iillrj'i hi lu* 
drawn up tin* ciirriin^rH i-tf !h.o-.r iiivdril in {!»' hunt, 
III tlu* npnii worn llin Hinldh' liurw-n n! t!o» Km|n‘rnr, 
the Prim’n lusporial iiinl llir nlmig with 

tho8n of tlu* oftii’rrM of tin* hunts- 

mt‘U, and gromiiH. Afior llir^sr ritiii«» tin* hunting 
(‘CpupnfCn^- thn dugn with tinnr tin* jilTii’i'rs 

nf tin* hunt nud tin* Kraml iisiu»!«'r «>f Uiv liunt, who 
had juHt rrffivotl ihr ^rin* ^lun 

rndly arrivrti at ttn» in****! iil in tliiigH iiiul witi* 

roei'ivnti hy tin* viiri<niH od'n’inln %vsl|j ttnrnvFm! 
hnudn. Aftnr aayitiK a wursl or tw«» to tlio print’ijml 
puraotw of tin* fcroiip, tli** hhuprrMr ami lli!* KniprrHS 
would liunisil, and a fiflt<rwjir<lii tlir i»rih*r 

W'an pcivnn |o ImK'iti. 11nTi*si|ii>ii, lli*^ %%'lnds’ niviilfficlr 
Htarlinl fori It, tin* liiiiitHiiuiii nt ilio hrad. Ihriuily 
after tlu*!u, nnlo llii- fosVfr»*i|i:in*, uiiowLi, lli»’ housF- 
holds and tin* othurn* »»f llis» ^lirniniii uliorn tiu' hunt 
WRi icivi'ii. Ciui’ftlti win* wi’r*' «»♦! in lln^ Inihil »f riif 
iiig hiir.Hidiiirk drovi* iii il.iigB «r jit hirg«» 

ploaiuro viiiw liari}rM;H«nl likn rttiirlu’w, Tin* riiviil- 
cade made a mu«i 'Hlrikiiif? iinprrMfiiosu «'»*i»«*i-udly uu 
ouo oesrasion whmi, I rninuiik’r, ■»<’ hnd an jirinripid 
guests, II. liimi’ Iwiily of .Alg«'ri.'i« rhirf.?* %ili« rmh* 
beautiful Arab luiiM^r«, iiml nf rmirw* riKb’ tlifin 
superbly. I think tin* Eiuprror luofr ittli’nmtwi 

iu waididtlg these ftplefulid Imrm'tnvn thins in fullow- 
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tlio lOriK^iHh p:mn 0 of “Ihitttui, hotti»n, wIhFh j^ot the 
Imttini!” iih(h 1 to bo pliiyoil HonirtiiiioH nl Otnnpipgno 
in nn ironical Kpirit. I’lio af«b‘s tic rarnii muf (»(|uc‘r» 
rit'S had tlu» riKht to wi'ur tin* bnttonH and it waa alao 
conforrod on any oflifor id’ tin* juilitnry ami civil 
liouHoholda who nHim-atotl it. Tin* One. dt* BnHHano, 
the One do ('aiubHooivK, and ai'voral {*hniidH*rhuna 
who, for ono rousioi t»r nutdlno** i^fin-rally lollowtHl 
tho hunt in dragn, a}oi» had tin* h«itn>r »if W(*aririg 
thiH uniform. U wan alao onnrorrrd tm nonn* of tho 
miniatorH and on twci tir thii‘i* nn’inluTa id’ tin* tiiplo- 
matio oorpH, Anmn^^ Iho lallor, I oM|iri»iii!}y rotmll 
tho BritiHli anilawaador, L«»rd t‘owl**y, anti tho Aus- 
trian amhaHHadttr, Frinoo .Mfttornioh, Indh of whom 
lookod V(‘ry W{*11 in this alniwy attiro. AnnuiK iho 
ladioH who aHMuiuotl fin* oontumot nt»no tipponrotl to 
groalor advantn^o than that oxori-dijmty fiwoinntinK 
woman, tin* Into (’{JintoH.Hf tie Botdninfnnrtj tlmmhlor 
of one? (jf our favuritoM, ilu* MnrHlml tlo ('aa- 

tollano. Tlio fnot that nho wa« an oxotdb'iit Innw- 
woman and noarooly wvr ini^tHod a hunt minlo tho 
oonforring of tho hoinu* all tho iinmo apprstpriato, 
A oonKpiouiiUH hg’iiro at tin* Inintfi wiw tin* paintor 
dardin, who mini^Iot! buHint'Ma with ploimuro in a 
moKt charmiiiK' faahion, ft»r it wim wdiih* ffilhjwing 
tho houmlH that ho ^ot tin* iilonn for tln»Ki* fino pic- 
turoa of our iinpi*rial hunta whioh iiimit* him famous 
durin#c tho Sootuni Kmpln*. 'rin*sc* oainaws iiro 
vary intorostiuK tiodny, an tlu*y hnvo prosorvoil for 
future gonoratimw maJty typioid soonoa in Fronch 
social life that wtudd othorw'iKi* ha%*i* piTiHlnnl. 

Tho uniform roforrotl tti a parn^raph or two 
above, was ctunpoHod of a i»’ri*{}rlnout ifroon eoat, 
with wide ccdlar and trimming in crimson vclvot and 
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inij: braidn (if js^old aiu'l Bilvc.r. Tlio braided 
(coat waH criiuHoii vi'lvct alno, and the knicker- 
[‘I’H w(‘r(‘ of whi({» kid, while the three-cornered 
popularly called “Imnpion'd’ wan set off with 
: ft'utiu'rH. d’hi‘ iu*cktie atid f^loves were white. 
HovereitciiH’ cosiimu's were Hoiuewhat shnihu'. 
Eiuptu'or wore while fealhers in his hat and the 
of tht‘ le'i^ion of Honor on his breast. The 
rcHH was nttir(‘d in a habit whosi* bodice was of 
a cloth, tin* (Millar and triininin^s of crimson 
d, with braid on the collar, and the pockets 
iumI with Brnnth'hourix trimming. Her skirt was 
mh*h elotli willujiit braid, and her ihr(‘e-carnered 
,vnH oniHinenliMl with while feathers. All these 
y and vaimnl coHtumt‘H, with the p:orgcoua iml- 
iH of Home* of tin* oOUmo'h, formed an enaemblo 
!i produced a most slriktug ettect, and once scan 
not soon forKotteii. The memory of these bean- 
see nes KometiuicH rusluMs back on me at the moat 
pecttnl moimmls, and one of the moat vivid 
ileetioiiH I havi* of those past days is a anperb 
at FontniJU'biean, wlnu’c nature with leaf and 
addiMl its charm to the achemo. The 

rcHH had many eurious recolhuitioUB of the Com- 
lie hunts. Here is one, for example, which I 
/ not just why, always cliniK to her mind. One 
linK* a dciT was drivim into the Bnint Lemis 
[ in a pjcturiM'^ipn' part of the forest and the 
rt Hporl was consitbwcHl at an end. At this very 
.rntt, j^rcally to the surprise of (everybody, an- 
r deer, pursued by tin* hounds of M. do Luberaac 
M. do ChcncllcH, took refuge in this same pond 
was there disputclied. The sovereigns foliob 
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tatcd th{‘ huntiTH uti thinr jiiiti tht*y w<*rt* invited 
to join lhi‘ lni|H*riiiil intrly. 

Evvry |jri*t*aytitui wnn !aki*n iil Uu'hi* ineela to 

prevent ucu’idont.'^, wliiOi w»’{i* m linljh* to cjt^tjur in 
au(5h a largo coiunnuM* «»t' nn u aiai bt-aHlH. ilut dur- 
ing till* wliolo ompiro, wo loitl to dojdort' vary few 
KoriuiiH caHnnlt ii'H, thanks to a raroful ohoieo «! 
horaoH and Horvitorn, and to tin* fxoolii'iit gunoral 
arrangoinml^i for tln-w* InintH. Ilut it waa of oourae 
inovilablo that luidinpH i-diould ooour aoiiudinam. 
Oms of tiumo unforlunalo inriilfida liaa riaiiaiianl in» 
delibly imprinted on niy inomory. It orrnrriHl at a 
farm wdivn? Ihoro wiw a rriwli of luiniHuani and 
huntHWomvn, wlion the dvsT turm’d KUtldonly on tht* 
dugrf whicdi i'auH«‘d groat I’onfuHiou, in tin- tiiid^t of 


whiub M. At'hillo Fmdd, miiiiidor of finiiiitH', was 
hurt; M. Dflnruo, obiff gunrd, wan llirown and Ida 
borne killed, whilo the hoiMe of Mtno. Thayer took 
fright, plungoil into ITima-aH Matbihb'^H carringo in 
Hudi a W’ay an to aevertdy wmmd Mine. Tlinyor’a 
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who was present at every meet, a very fine rider and 
very fond of horses, broke his leg at a Gompiegne 
hunt and ever afterwards was forced, to his infinite 
regret, to follow the hounds in a carriage. I might 
enumerate several other accidents of this kind, hut 
as I have already said, these were very rare con- 
sidering the frequency of the hunts and the large 
field. 

Contemporaries have left many writings concern- 
ing the hunts ; but these accounts are not always to 
be depended upon. This remark is especially true 
of a spiteful book signed ‘‘Sylvanecte’' and written 
by a woman who certainly was not acquainted with 
the society which she attempted to describe. Its 
title was La Cour a Gompiegne and the author was 
said to be the daughter of one of the forest general 
guards. I have become hardened to unjust criticism, 
but this volume contains falsehoods to which the 
reply can be only a shrug of the shoulders. Perhaps 
the best and most truthful picture of hunting at 
Gompiegne is given in a little-known book with the 
somewhat strange title of Confidences d^im Valet de 
GTiamhre which was printed anonymously. 

The division of the spoils took place in the eve- 
ning. At Fontainebleau, the ceremony occurred in 
the Oval Courtyard and at Gompiegne, in the Court 
of Honor. It was conducted with great style, ac- 
cording to the old traditions of royal hunts. The 
Emperor and the Empress w^ent, after dinner, to the 
large vestibule in the center of the palace and took 
her stand on the balcony of the middle window, 
while the guests appeared at the other windows to 
witness the torch-fight procession and the other 
sights. On either side of the courtyard stood the 

335 




CHAI'TOR XIIT 


t'Ot’KT KNTEHTAINMKNTB 

TnfU’oit ihc» hjoh' frlvoloiiH Hide of life may have 
mouopoliEiul inoHt ijf the time and ationtion of the 
Court, oHp(*c*inlly at >Saiut ('loud, Fontahu'.bleau and 
idiovt' all at ( 'on i pi (Vat*, atill HoriouH thiugB were not 
wholly iH'^cloctod. lh)liticH occupied imic.li attention, 
pfirticidarly that of (he Kinpcror and tlic ministers; 
nor wort' tiic tlcianudH tif religion overlooked. The 
clmreli wan never forgotten in the midst of the 
feativitieH of Court life, and the Mmperor, and the 
PriiuM* ImpiU'ial as he grew older, earnestly sec- 
ondtal Ku0Miie\s nets in tluH direotion. Though 
Napoleon III may hnV(* heiui moia* or leas Voltairian 
at monienta anti in the company of men, still, as a 
monarch of mi onicially (hdholio nation, he recog- 
niz«‘d thonmghly the lua'CHHity of performing, at 
lenat ptddiely, all that the rules and ceremonies of 
Kom{» dmnunded. 

Maas wn« said at noon every Sunday in the chapel 
at the Tuil(*rieH, lu»th Kovereigim being present at 
the aervici* in state, nccoinpnnied by tlieir suites, tho 
giuitleineu in unif<»rm, the ladies in walking cos- 
tumes. On ordinary Sundays, the (kmrt ocK^upied 
the gallery opposite the altar. On ceid^iin special 
oeimsioiw, and during Lent, for example, the Em- 
peror, the hhnpreHS, and Court were in the lower part 
of tho chapi‘1 on red velvet scats with devotional 
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HorH(‘H aiid t*nrriaK(»H coimi for mucli in a well-or- 
p^anizcMl mouiu’cliy. 

Tlio FnipH'SH used (ho hhoio cnrriaffos as the Em- 
j)(‘ror, lic'rliiiH, banmchcH and wurtH. In the latter 
y('arH of flit‘ Mnijfi'nic had what she called 

her “wall carria.u:*'” iaa-auHc kIu* cf)idd sluit herself 
np in it as if Hurrounded by a ■wall. It was a deep 
blm‘ huidiun witluiut any arniH (‘inblaxoncd on the 
panelH, and was drawii liy two fint* liorHOH, The men 
on tlu' bt*K wc»ro tnastit^coloia'd c.oatH, and top- 
boots. It was in tliis voirudc that tlu* hhnpresH nsed 
(o ninko hor intsj^nitt) visits to hospitals, charitable 
institutions and os-hibitions of all kinds. 

Kui«:<‘ni«‘ bail also a chaiso which she drove 
when she was at Saint (‘loud or other summer and 
autumn rt'Hldenc{*s. This earria^e was drawn either 
by two bhiKlish ponios, Dove ami Vin^d, Mars, which 
had btM'ii pundiuHinl for tim thousand franca in Lon- 
don, <ir by two littlo (horouKhbred man's, Isaure and 
ifelene. 

Thi' ridiiiK stabh's wiu’e under the supervision of 
Baron di* Pierres, the oipiorry, who was a firat-rato 
horsomnn. lb* had kept raca* horst's, rode very well, 
was eminently ebna*r in the inannKeinent of largo 
itahh'S, anti, witind was wry mninble, much liked 
and highly osteemed by (everybody. During the first 
yc'BfH of tin* Hnipins he was the Fmpreaa’ only 
ecpiorry and ejune to r<*inirt taieh day at noon, at the 
same tinn* ns tho grand mistress, the lady in waiting, 
the grand master, tlu* rentier, the private secretary 
fuiri the lilirarinn. If the Kmpn'ss remained at the 
palace or wmit out uneHCtmted, he was free till next 
day; but if she drove in the barouche, ho escorted 
her, riding at tin* right of the carriage. In tho eve- 
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tesBo tb la Btuloyen*, Mme. de Lourmol and Com- 
tosHo do Raynovnl,— or for tlie ladioH invited to Fon- 
tainebh'au and Conipiegiie. The horses ridden by 
the e(iiu‘rri('Hj huntsmen and foUowors generally 
were all thon»ught)rt>il or very nearly so. In a word, 
great aittnilion was paid by both the Emperor and 
the EinpresH to everything pertaining to the stables, 
and it was geni>rally admitted, I believe, that the 
oarriageH ami Imrses of the Second Empire aur- 
paHsed everything that liad been seen in Franco 
since the days of the edd reginu' and the First Em- 
pire, fur neitltj'r <inring (hi‘ Bourbon UoRtoration 
nor tile (Irh'nns Monardiy had nmeh attention boon 
paid by tin* Cldef of Stale to this part of the royal 
CHtablishiueut. 

The Emperor and the EmproHs always gave thoir 
porHonal attention to the balls botli at the Tuilories 
and at the chief mhuHterial palaces. They so acted 
both for Hoeial and politieal reasons. Much can 
bo done in Franee through thi* medium of a polito 
and artistie Stall* ball. I'he Emperor once remarked 
witii a smile: “Somebody has said: ‘Ee.t mo write 
the songs of a mil ion and the rest will take care 
of itself.’ I would add; “Let me conduct the danc- 
ing in PariH and I will be willing to leave the songs 
to tlie poetasters of Montmartre.” It may bo hi- 
teroHiing, therefore, to touch hero upon somo of 
thi'se feHtivities. 

Tlie ball given at the Foreign AfTairs Office in 
Iftfi? created a great Hi’iiKation, Stories recall vividly 
some of the details. Fount Wnlewski, minister of 
Foreign AlTidrH, I am told, was eoHtumed as a 
fltalcHman of the old n'gimc, wearing a black velvet 
coat decorated with jot, and a blue cordon, Coun- 
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attraoUnl nuifh allc'iilioii, the then fashionable 
beauly, (h>mt(‘HHe dv (^ihUkHcuk*, who was dressed 
as Qiu'en of Henris, a (•(j.stume which slio considered 
Hymbnlicai of tin* innumerable men whom she had 

captivaleil. 

Many nf (he intm wore doniiuoeH; some, however, 
w'er(* eoslnine«l. M. <h< VhitiuK^Hnil appeared as 
(U\arli‘H I X, in a velvet and Kold (unit; (kmut Olympe 
Agnatlo looked strikinir and important as Walla- 
c-hian; N’istumite de Hiu'Shou wori‘ a Hpanish coa- 
tuims Homli' Armand was a muskcdcuu’ of the time 
of Loiuh XVH ami Huron de Cllm.sHiron was attired 
aa a Mahns court iiT. 

Aaothi'r remnrkahh' tl/arure at iluH ball W'as a rag 
picker, who was, however, veiy elegant in his white 
mdin vent, kniekerhoekera, and i)ink stockings. On 
his Imek he enrried a gilt Imsket tilled with gardenias 
and (uuneliaH, in his right hnnd a kHvct hook and in 
the left haml a lighted lantern. This was Diogenes’ 
lantern, d’iu* rag jiieker nolieed a blue domino walk- 
ing slowly almut the room, whom lu* recognized as 
tlu^ 1‘hnpi‘rtir. A|ipr<niehing him he said: “I was 
see^king an InmeMt man; I have found him;*’ and im- 
mediately blew «uit tin* lantern. This witty flatterer 
was a young diphmudisl, (’omte Amelot d© Chail- 
hm, wlio later had a brilliant eareer. 

It witH known that tin* lOmpress was at the ball, 
hut nolHuly tuiuhl jlisHfover how she was diaguisod. 
Home i»f the gm-.nln thought that two dominoes Heat- 
ed in a Huhm near flu* balhroom were hlugenie and 
OomtcMHe OuHtave de Montahello, one of her ladies. 
But lluH wan a iniHltike. However, Baron do St. 
Amand, win* wan eoMlumed as one of Mari© Antoi- 
nette’s pages, olTered his servieva to the. supposed 
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fnmiiinr uh(‘ in cMnivt^mitinn of tlic second person 
KiiiKiilnr, which was iH'rmittcd to personH lima dis- 
I'hcn^ Imn hcon much exa^K^'nition in all 
IhiH. IntriK«“H w(‘ri‘ Iho exception and a great many 
im)n‘ persona went with uncovered faeoa than with 
masked faecH. Tliese halls were Hinpjly a specioa 
of innocent nmnnennmt much enjoyed at that time. 
The most rc'servial women and tin* moat ahaorbed 
oflieinlH HtnmdimeH felt the need of some distraction, 
and an agreeable pastime was ftmnd in these cos- 
(tnned ami masked halls. It has not laum posaihlo, 
antler tin* Thin! Itepnhlie, to reconstitute succeHR- 
fully tht'se aneifud customs, espeeinlly as the mask 
has fallen almost universally into disuse. Ho the 
puhlie has been imsily led tt) criticize what was done 
and what was the gen(*ral fashion of those past days. 
But most people eliti not at that date indulge in 
much criticism ttf what thtw knew was an old tradi- 
titim But evim then, everybotly di<l not follow the 
prevailing custom. Thus, though the Emperor and 
tin* EmproHH were maHked ami w<ire (huniimcH at the 
first three balls mentionetl above, at the Tuilerics 
ball they wer«’ tinninsks’cl. 

At M. ami Atnn*. Aehille Eould^s lmll“~“tliat is, at 
the State Minister’s function -also just mentioned, 
(Uie or two interest iiiK incidents timirred. Thus, 
passim? through interior corridors from tlic 
Tuileries ti» the portion of the Louvre whore was 
tin* oflieial residmiee of the Minister, two dominoes 
got into the ball room liy a prlvab* entrance. It 
was thought fit the time that they were the Emperor 
and the Empress ami I may say now that the sur- 
iniHc was eorrert. They remained an hour, then 
went awiiy as they had eome» having satisfied them- 
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solvoH that I'wrythiiiic waa la'iiiif |irt»|irrly nauluet- 
cd at tluH larKi* galln’riuK^. Ui 

inapc'td tluaiCH wills "I .nri’iis Isi hw 

what othai'K tifVsT hm*/* h*'^ iihmI tt» nny. Tlirr** wjik 
much coniUH'nt at tti»' tim«» iiJ4 !»» why !h» } I'linu’ ami 
went Bt) huBtily and |»ri%-.'jt.-|y . Mmiy ivmuiK" ivm 
HoiiH were gtv«*ii. I k'n«’ lli*> rit-dil 

A HcnHailtUml I'lilry »l thin hiill whh llml uf 
maBktnl wdimui weiitiiiK itileic«»rirjii whicis 

roprcHcntcd iVjtcs* find Ihju'r, ssll m white, 

crowned with ulivc inui in hrr hnnd 

a green twig, pri“t4cti!iHl iIiih »yiii|sMlsriil s-mljlrm in 
Princc'Ba Midhild»% wills «|ij«ri»prsfitr fniuirk. 

The PrinccBB replied: “I nwi-pt s! an « prrHa|j!:e, 
but I can prssiiuHt' insthifig, " Wnr .H|iMke !«i n gem 
oral wins had iliBlinKiiiHlunl liiiir-irlf in tlir c'rimeu: 
“Will y*iu take my laarr'r' «!»«• “It In niy 

trade ts) llglil/* niiBWered flu- g^’nerjil ; “luul uni' 
swallow dot'H nut tniike n Bprtni?.*' 

Intornathsnid nlTitirii were imlerd thrsi its an 
settled Htate, The Aiwiriiin KstiperMr innl viHifet! 
Italy at the end tif iHfili, bnl lli*» pi'iiph^ luid in4 fur- 
gotten luHV they !i«d he**ii Iruniud in fin* pn«{, 

and he was n*neivi»d with roistiidi'riible rMldin-aM, 
Sardinia hail fres|nently euntpltdiird »»f Ais^lrijsn puh 
icy in Italy, while An»tri«, uft her %%;nn innrh 
ruffled by the attisekn iiiiide ii|«tfs !i»^r hy tie* Sar- 
dinian prena, (Irowing et»i»liir’»i4 wuh nlsn hi-- 

twoou AuHtria and Frtunm tsii Ihtn Hsunr Huhj«-et, 
which reached a «‘liiniis when Xispuleun niud li» tin* 
Austrian aintaiHUiidiira «f fin* irvee held i»ii ^faisnnry 
1, 1859: “I regret tlsiil Freiirti wifli year 

govornment are not mi gsaal iw they Wer**; Inil I beg 
you to iafonn yuur KiiipeM»i, ilmt my perimnal feeh 
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ings for him have not changed.” In the meanwhile 
preparations for war were carried on with the great- 
est activity by Austria, France and Sardinia, and 
though England sent Lord Cowley to Vienna to try 
and prevent an outbreak, his mission was not suc- 
cessful. In spite of the halls and other Court fes- 
tivities which were purposely multiplied at Paris 
during these uncertain years, military matters came 
more and more to the fore, and greatly marred all 
social efforts, which made for peace and goodwill. 

The Princess Metternich and Arsenene Houssaye 
introduced into Paris society of the sixties the cus- 
tom of giving redoubts or ridottos, entertainments 
in which dancing and music were mingled, a species 
of evening party which rapidly became popular and 
was much enjoyed by the fashionable world. They 
began at a masked ball in Eugenie’s honor. The 
Emperor attended wearing a Venetian cloak, while 
the Empress was disguised as Juno, if I record it 
rightly. The ball-room had been set up in the gar- 
den of the embassy, its walls covered with light blue 
satin and decorated with large mirrors. Just before 
the Empress arrived, a somewhat comical incident 
occurred. Comte de Fleurieu, who represented a 
cocoa-seller, so common in the streets of Paris, had 
the little barrel slung over his shoulder filled with 
champagne, which he intended to give out to the 
thirsty during the ball. But, unbeknown to him, 
some practical joker unscrewed the tap, and all the 
precious liquid ran out on the floor. This caused for 
a moment considerable confusion and even indigna- 
tion in some minds — ^not without reason, it seems to 
me — ^but others laughed at the “mishap.” The floor 
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was quite dry hefi>n* the Fmpri»Ki4 arrivinl iiml she 
heard of the matter only the next day. 

PerhapH the fhieal rithdle of I lie was the 

one j^iveii at the Austriiiii eiahiwny duriiiic the mai- 
son of when the honteHS iii a hlaek dmidno niul 
OomtaHse Kdnioiid tie rourtah'n, ia a thje Oriental 
coatume, vrere the heiilr.-v rn-trttin ef llie eveniii^j 
sproadiug gaiety everywhere, throwiciunit liu* ele- 
gant and spaeimi^ hail rtaim. It wiia in this sutne 
year that M. Htmaaiiye hegan his eelehriitinl ridtiitem 
of the Avenue Frietihimi, when* hi* mingled m sue- 
ccssfidly Boeiety aiul the ehlef iirlora imd iietreaseH 
of the leading tlieaterii of Pnrif*. 

The diploma tie eorpn wiis, lakeit m a whole, n 
very remarkable body muter the seeimd empire. Ah 
tho Fmperor was nlwayB the smi! of the r«‘‘gime, tin* 
(liplomata, whether umhitHsaditrs or Mimple iiunis- 
tora, were really aceredited to the sovereign. The 
cabinot miniaters were eonsiderinl of litlh* impor- 
tance, at least till near the eluse of tlie regime, by 
theae foreign reprewmtiiliven. They preferred tc» 
fipoak direct witli the ruler t»f FriincM* and to reeeivi* 
inspiration immethnlety from him. Their reportw 
to their owti governments in ho fur nit they have been 
made public, show* how eioHe wag tin* union between 
the Emperor nntl the dipiniiiiilif* eorps. For this Hanie 
reason the Empress wan enidiletl to exert consider* 
able influoneo abroad, and to roitke fidt foreign in- 
fluences at home, for it mm nfiltiridly very easy for 
her to got tho Emperor's ear and to learn from him 
what be wa« thinking and wliat he wished to lio or 
to have done. I ihould itd<l, however, that ghe per- 
mitted boraelf to he used verj* ieldom in this way 
by members of the diplomatics corps, and only when 
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she perceived that she could be of aid to the govern- 
ment in its policies ; and still less often did Eugenie 
utilize the power which came from her intercourse 
with the Emperor. I may say, nevertheless, that 
on more than one occasion, the Empress was thus 
able to be of benefit to France and when this was 
possible, she did not let the occasion slip unutilized. 
Prince and Princess Metternich were perhaps the 
most talked-of members of the diplomatic corps of 
the Second Empire. The Prince was an important 
personality, owing much of this importance to the 
fact that he was a special friend of the Emperor 
Francis Joseph and the son of the celebrated chan- 
cellor. He was a handsome man, with courteous and 
attractive manners, very well adapted to restore 
kindly relations between two nations which had just 
been warring together; for Prince Metternich came 
to Paris immediately after the campaign of 1859. 
Napoleon requested that he be given the mission to 
Paris, as he had foriperly known the Prince and 
had met him again at Yillafranca. He was well ac- 
quainted with Paris society and rapidly gained a 
firm position at the Tuileries, where he soon became 
a very good friend of the Empress. He showed 
himself to be a most assiduous diplomat and though 
apt to be, perhaps, all things to all men, was persona 
grata everywhere. That he had too strong an in- 
fluence over the Emperor at the moment of the fall 
of the Archduke Maximilian and very nearly suc- 
ceeded in getting him into a compromising position 
in this connection, there can now be no doubt. In 
1866, he naturally strove to secure the intervention 
of the Emperor in favor of Austria, but his council 
was not listened to. In 1870, he did valuable service 
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ill IcttlnK FrnmH' dt^iirly just Innv fiir w«nit Uif 
poBHibilllH’H of {till fnmi lii» r*niiitry. Iltil it wns 
luH wift' pcrhiipH flint iiiii*ii* .Mrlts»rnirh oiu* 

of (ho mcmt fainniiK fm‘i* in Vnrm. f)\vini»’ !?» hor in- 
lolligoneo, lior iino pri’j^onoi*. hvr orii^ijinlity hiu! tin* 
tact aho dtHpInyotl i» norurinn iitnl !|i,. 

place in Parijt Hurioty, I*ritiri\H?4 ^li»tt«*rfiirli wim tjn« 
niOBt-tnlkocl'Or wtntiiin uf tin* *riiih’rii*M nairl ainl hnl 
the female ennting:ertt af tin* r|i|th»f«mt!i’ ourpn. !h<r 
featurea were rather hnmd iiinl irreji'iihir. luut tier 
ahouldera laeketl plumpiirBu, hut « naltirnl eleitnnoo 
liid theae phyaieal deferla, liinl lirr ijiiirlc tiiiinl nnd 
clever talk clid (he real, tiiiikiiiK tier ii wtiimui isf re- 
inarknlile nlhlity. Sin* wiih in pie* 

turempie in iinnicimiti»»n mn\ nflfii mihi.r 
in Hpeeeh. She wm feint nf oiitrliy litth* 

soriga, tfikini^ ninny uf tfiein fn»ifi lln^ reprii»»ry ttf 
TheroHa, tin* fniinnift eotu*ert Inill nf (he 

periml Tina K:nvi* rim* t<i the repiirt, wliieh wuh 
(| uite falBe, however, flint nlie micl th»« «ifsi^er were 
oloae friemia. She luinie rent liitM with flP'He 
whieh were Homelimen i^ivrii in n fn«lii*»n thaf 
Therf‘Hfi wonhj hni'e lieen proinl t*f, Jn i^roiie pnnr* 
tora, tluB eunduet witn riither perrr*’ly rriliei/.ed, hh 
were alno the prinrefiii’ii often ereetifrie I'nuliien in 
dreaB and a eertniii onreh’iif^tieMH in iniiiiiii'r. Sin* 
was a conHtani Kuent nt ( hmipiriciie, nn hulh llie Km- 
peror and the Kmpri'MH wiTe very intn’h nttnrhed to 
her and her ImHhnml, She eiijoyei! nr^niii/.iiJK' liinr* 
ados and tiddenux im Iihh iilrendy heet} and 
showed much talent In the fliwtrihiition of tint partB 
and in preparing the coatimie«. She wiih ftdl »r 
auggestioni and wa« not prorie to hrotik eusitrutliO'” 

m 


COUET ENTEETAINMENTS 

tion. I know of one of these tiffs, which created a 
considerable tempest in a teapot. 

A little play called The Country Lmch was being 
rehearsed nnder the stage direction, as usual, of 
Princess Metternich. Among the actresses was the 
Duchesse de Persigny, who also had a mind of her 
own. It soon became evident that the Duchess was 
pleased neither with her part nor her costume, and 
wished to improve her rather mean appearance by 
showing off her beautiful fair hair. 

“Who ever heard,’' said Princess Metternich, “of 
a lady’s waiting maid wearing her hair loose over 
her shoulders at a country picnic 

“They do as they like,” replied the Duchess, “and 
then, we are playing to get some fun out of it, and 
it would please me to show off my hair.” 

“Then, don’t appear in this tableau,” answered 
the Princess sharply. She was beginning to lose 
her temper, and finally came to the Empress with her 
tale of woe. But Eugenie always detested petty 
quarrels and tittle-tattle and so tried to keep out of 
this trifling squabble, though, on account of the high 
quality of the persons concerned, she had to say 
something. So the Empress remarked to the 
Princess : 

“I should advise you to let the Duchess have her 
own way, especially as what she proposes doing may 
have a good effect. And you should remember and 
so be a little indulgent, that her mother was a little 
queer.” She referred to Princesse de la Moskowa, 
who was a daughter of Laffitte. Immediately, Prin- 
cess Metternich made this odd response : 

“Well, if the Duchess’s mother is a wee bit daft, 
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iriy fathc'r wan in tlu' 8an»’ slatf, aiul i iln aut iit 
all inteml to yiOtl** 

It ia generally kianvit thfit tli** fiiilirr <»f PrineoHs 

Mettomicli, (‘fUiift Hniaii’r, Wiif* fiuipniH fur 

hia ecccntricitleH. lie an aniejit r4|u<'Nlriiui niul 
many Hiorien were teld «»t‘ hi^ fralM ..f hi»rHrii!itisnhi{». 
He had been freciueiitly Ihrewit. fiinl il %%iis mul ihni 
hjH brain wan atTeetml llu*rrt»y, lluil day In* 
drove luK drag untl steedK itd*i llie Ibsiadie miuI broke 
bin back in the fall 

Princeaa IVlettemieh aetetl very well nml 

obtiunod a marked auweii^ iil C*i»m|*i«’giie »ii*' nvnnm 

])y producing neeiien frotsi Oit'siir*-** i ir.v. 

She kept tip her imereti in iiitd nl'frr 

the Prince retired friun the Freiieh luuler 

ThietH'H adminiKlrnfion, pliiyn for ehnrily wer** 
often given at the .\tettf»ri}trli in \ {rtnsa, 

She liked to recitt% too, itinl m'li?* v«-ry 
in ficveral of Nadaiid'H Hiniple iiiul fmiebtug ihh-iuh. 
Nor waH her tante for mu?*ie iiml inoig rHtillfe*d tn the 
triflea of ThereMa. Hhe wim fuiitl of nial 

did much to prepare the way for the tliml iiitr«Hlue'- 
tion of Wagner int«i Piifin. Wlieti Townliou^rf waa 
flrat given at the Pnria Operfi, it wa.»i vig«»ruUHly 
Inaaod. On thia oeeaHitui, bfiw*in'er, the Pri»irrf»H wnH 
seen atanding in her Imx mm! bri-akitig n tu^nu- 
tiful fan to ptecea hy the ardor «»f tier iippbiiiiie. The 
piece waa not given again till iifler Hie fail of the 
Empire, when it arouaed n istoriii of |Mipttbir oppoM} 
tion. B'^renchmen wht» have* «ttie«» hrwufiP Wngaer* 
ian to exceii, wore then cm built iMMainnii, violently 
opposed to this muaio. Frlnw«i Motlernieli «»ed 
to say, referring to that fawiowi night: “Well. I 
did what I oonld to save Wttga«r*» htittor.** 
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During these years, the Austrian embassy at Paris 
was a most active center both in social and in politi- 
cal matters. Though Austria had just been beaten 
by France, as I have already said, the Princess and 
her husband showed such tact and social activity, 
that they soon drew to their circle all that was best 
at the capital. Dinners, balls, plays and receptions 
followed one another in quick succession. The din- 
ners were justly celebrated; they were excessively 
elegant, and the guests were invited with the great- 
est care. The Emperor and the Empress often ac- 
cepted invitations to the Embassy, and did all they 
could to add to the gayety of this dehghtful center. 

In the baseless attacks sometimes made on the 
morals and manner^ of the Court of the Second Em- 
pire, Princess Mettemich always comes in for more 
than her share of the blame. This is due not only 
to her ways and words which gave some ground for 
criticism, but to her prominence. Slanderers always 
single out the leaders for their cruel attacks, and 
hence it is that the Emperor and the Empress have 
been the victims of these same low critics. When 
it became the fashion to talk against the Court and 
cast contempt on all the ladies who composed it, 
numerous were the calumnies that were invented. 
Details were given which had never existed and 
gross exaggeration was the rule. This disagreeable 
subject is touched upon more than once, I fear, in 
this chapter. But it made such a sorrowful impres- 
sion on the Empress, that I find myself recurring 
to it in spite of myself. But the world has since 
become more just, and it is now begioning to be ad- 
mitted that nothing very extraordinary took place 
at the Tuileries and at Compiegne. 
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A gutnl friPiui i»f tlu* whs Hit* Italian 

iimbnHSfuitJr iiml IiiNt N’iifrtt. He 

{lid twi tit n I'hiail), hnt tnvtnl big ad- 

vuiu'cmont tt> bis iiutrki-tl ability aiul tht* su|}pi>rt 
whlcth thin ubilit) wtiu funu KiiMnir. Hi" wnn very 
amiabh* in bitlit’H* Htu’iflv, a tjtiiul Inlki-r mai alwaye 
cmirli’uuH ill luaiiiirr. H** bad un riiviabb* intHitian 
lit tha TuilrrtfS. lit* bial ii vinra iiiitl timi af 

tha plt'tigantfHt rtn*Mllrt‘fi«»ng u}' b'aiiliiiiii’ldanu in 
a boat party tui tin* Ink**, ulii*r»* <'«»»»! Niicra 
biimmini,. vm‘(\ prtdlv rtaHaii t'iui/4»iu’tH. Ilia 

rather fidiiie ^rart* liial Kinliiiuafi-ra* sinttj'r batl a 
ceriiiiii uttruetitiu alntii! thnii, ttliieb partly fspbiiu 
luH uutpit'HtitJiitni HiiiH’t’HH at rutiti. Hut at brat 
Hlj«;lit, 1 {b> ntti tiiiuli it fan bf gnid that tin* (‘(Jimt 
WUH iltHtinKaiahtn! Ittukiiig’ <»r «tHhiriivt\ III* wna ab 
waya vi‘ry friendly !»> the Kiiipr*'.>.H. lb* knew her 
viewtt luaicernutK the relii^ittUH tpit-Htinu ia Italy ntui 
did nil lit* rtadd Its runibnt dinrin tly her infbu'Ui'e 
in thiH diri’ctltm. At tin* iiumirnt uf tbi* taitbrenk 
of the war in IKTll be i»f etnirni* e»mb! lod be expeel- 


felt a «en«e tif relief mid fleliveranee. Perg»»nnlly, 
the EnipreHs eoubl never fur^ei hi»w ('mini Xigra 
and Prince Mettendoh riaked their lives, perlmpa, 
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ig her escape from Paris at the moment of 
Dlution of September 4th, as described in the 
volume of these memoirs, 
le side of Count Nigra at Paris was a semi- 
diplomat, Count Vimercati, who was on 
terms with Prince Napoleon and who fre- 
L the salon of Princess MathUde. He used 
itrusted with confidential messages between 
inets of the Tuileries and of Turin. He was 
but prolix, and united to a great affectation 
hness a shrewdness that largely counterbal- 
is frankness. He it was who, on the eve of 
brought word direct from the king, thus 
Lzing the earlier reply of Nigra, that Italy 
nly support France “a few months laterP’ 
Qonths later! This was not the answer when 
pked to France to aid her in her efforts to 
the Austrian yoke I 

e Russian embassy, perhaps a word should 
about Princess Lise Troubetjkoi, who was 
er of the wife of the Eussian military at- 
?ount Paul Schouwalotf, who later became a 
portant personage in Eussia and was sent as 
ador to G-ermany. Countess Schouwaloff, 
Qaiden name was Princess Belosselsky, was 
3, kindly lady in somewhat delicate health, 
n many friends both in Imperial and in Fan- 
aint Germain circles by her perfect manners 
.ability. But her sister. Princess Trou^ 
who dabbled in politics and sought both 
he Empire and afterwards to play a part, 
her distrusted. Her salon had a certain rep- 
however, especially at the time when M. 
ruled France. She had a large acquaintance 



ill all iHimitrii'H mt\ carriiHl on ii Inrjco nom*Hpoi^. 
(Innm* with |iom>iiH of |Hmi!ic»ii. Wishing to a|jpQ^j 
ovon bettor infornicHl thiiii who roiill)* WfiK, fiht» always 
Hoonu'tl t«s ba\ o in hor |>ooki*t it more or loss 
tnnt h*ttor> whioh wins (Irawn forth iil the riglit time 
Thus, if tho nanio ttf 1‘riuoo (lortrlinkthT wort* ineii~. 


WHH nnythmg Insmo it! Prnoticiil jokorn knowing' 
hor wcniknoBS, worn ovor ready t<» aoiid her bettors 
for tid« fitinous |nM.*lcot. 

Tlirtnighinit iionrly the wdiole Kiii|nro, the Hirit- 
inh ninbnHsiidor wiw l*orii (*owdi\v, who was an old 
friend ttf tlio Kmjioritr. lie and Lfitly tktwtoy were 
vwry intimalo at hoth the Tidlortes ami at i%>m~ 


of the oniidns riinio t«'» Park from Washiiigt-on, 
where ho had mnimgod Pritiah affidra with tiiot tlur- 
ing Iho Ktormy ami dolioate iioriiHl of the AmerUmn 
(Hvil War. The who had rmvor forgot- 

ten hi» Mirly daya in the United Htiitoa* iiaod now 
and thin to c|tm«tio« tlni Britith wnlmisiidor con- 
corning ttio growth of the Clriiat IteptibUc\ atid gt>ing 
off on to politioid afftiira, would nak to bo ttdil tlio 
American ilde of the Meisiomri Expedtlioii imbroglio. 
Lord Lycmi on one cMscaiioii gave Mm a very grapliio 
daanription of Mr. Seward, the Am«rt«i« *Hoortda ry 
of State, who oondneted ao ably tbe foreign affairs 
of til® Union during thia critical oriitia and whom 
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at tlio time of tliis Mexican af- 
fouiui net onliuury autagoiiiHt, ably seconded 
e was at by that ohannin^^ personality, 

Hi^fldW, wlio, with (leneral Dix, tbo aocom- 
ed ^^«'iifleiuar. who HiKuteeded him, were the two 
ricjiti MhiiHltTH of the Recond Empire whoso 
a'ti iiidivitlualif y has left an impression on alt. 
e KmprcHH was particularly interested in the 
sh minister, Count von Moltke-lloitfeld, for 
rensoiiH. In tlu' tlrst place, he was married to 
arming woman, th(!» dnu^diter of Baron von 
fieh, minister of Saxony in Baris. She was very 
nf and nmeh HoiiKht afttw by the society circles 
le day. Her Ki'etnnl interest in this brilliant 
ly artist* frtnn tin* fact that one of their nephews 
ied Miss Bonaparte-Bntterson, daughter of 
[U‘l Ihmaparft*, grandson of King Jerome. 
[U'l fhmaparte, tlmugh an American citizen, 
•d gallant ly in tin* French army and was on the 
tllit'st terms with the lOmperor mul the Em- 
u He tiften vi.sitetl the latter at Chislohurst. 
unt von (hilfz, PruHsian minister, who was quite 
H place in IhmiH, Hucc't*eded Count von Hatzfeld 
itmed elsewhert* in those memoirs. Count von 
5 was an (‘xcellt'nt conversationalist and was 
nmeh liked by Intlies. The Empress especially 
,'(h 1 Ids intiwesting society. It has often been 
that If he had imt been forced by bad health 
mmUni his post some eighteen months before 
lolu'n'/.tillern ntTair, he could have prevented the 
Pc*rhapH this is too much to say, but I know 
he* very clearly saw the storm coming as early 
168. He did not hesitate to point out the bale- 
ifluentM* of Bismarck, hoped to check its evil ii 
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fluence and loved to dream of an alliance between 
the two nations. How often in after years the Em- 
peror and the Empress would talk of this noble man 
and praise him for his high-minded etforts for peace 
and good-will! 

I may close this imperfect account of some of the 
members of the corps who made the most lasting 
impression by a few words concerning an ambassa- 
dress in partihus, that distinguished foreigner, 
Dorothea von Benckendorff, Princesse de Lieven, 
Guizot’s Egeria. She gathered about her all the im- 
portant men of the day. The Empress was once 
taken to her salon by Comte de Morny, about the 
time the former was to wed the Emperor. ‘'‘You 
must have her on your side, ’ ’ said the count j ‘ ‘ she 
can influence all the European courts in our favor,” 
Eugenie made a note about her after the flrst visit 
and described her as “a tall old woman, thin, dried- 
up and stern looking.” She was then sixty-seven 
and had lost her captivating grace of former days. 
She welcomed Eugenie most warmly and made quite 
a fuss over her, for the approaching marriage had 
recently been made public. I do not think the Em- 
press ever saw again this really remarkable woman. 
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THE UEEHTAE HUt’HKItOIJO 

Maky fif th(* nn<l iinprt'KHiouH coiitainfid iu 
tlu'Ht* v<4unu'H nn* ImHtnl cui muimHcrlpi nnlt'H made 
at fhi’ tim** »»f llu* cKTurnaicEH (IcHerihed Thm is 
iruf <»f all Ihnt caiu'CTHcd the Ernprcaa’s 
pi'Tsaiial hntiHt‘ln>ld and tlu* pam»HH who composed 
it, iiiciHt t»r whom wiTo trui‘ to )u*r during tlio days 
(jf prunpority na«l f»’\v of whom forgot her wdiea tlio 
timt* of trial enmi'. la tla* following pages I shall 
meat ion s«’v«TaI id* tla-Ko friiOulH and aids, and if 
HiiiiU' aaau’H ari‘ tJV(*rh5i»kfd, it wilt be as a general 
riih* by mintaki*. I will also enter somewhat into 
(Iid{iil eean’oraing the* Horvieo td the palace and court, 
Vu‘en\iHt\ as it Ih now nti many years that Franco has 
lieen living nmler n*publienn institutions, I am told 
that a dt‘Ht*ript iiiu i»f these habits and customs of 
th(’ past will hi* ri*iid with special interest by new 
generidionH. This explains why I give places here 
to Hinne flirts wdiieh might otherwise seem rather 
trivial. 

'Pin* greati'r part of the sendees appertaining to 
K\i!gf>nii‘'H houHidnild wiTe ned combined with but 
atnioxed to tIm.Ho iippertaiidiig to tlie Emperor’s 
housolmid. Thongdi the two households wore dis- 
tinet in so far as emicerned the persona who com- 
posed them, tin* tirand Master and the Grand Mis- 
tress of Eowhde 's hoiiscdiold lierfomiod in reality 
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only the service of honor attached to their positions 
and the duty of bein^ present at audiences and pres- 
entations. Everything else, such as invitations to 
dinners, concerts, balls, were made out in the offices 
of the Emperor’s household and signed by his offi- 
cials. There was at least one exception to this rule 
—the Empress’s Monday evening dances were man- 
aged by her own grand master and first chamber- 
lain. But this Grand Master had nothing to do with 
her correspondence, the distribution of money to 
charities, and such things, which duties were per- 
formed by the private secretary. Nor did her grand 
mistress occupy herself with the Empress’s ward- 
robe, which was left in the hands of Mme. Pollet, 
under direct orders. The ladies of the palace, who 
were on duty, two by two, had nothing to do with 
the more domestic affairs of the household. Theirs 
was entirely a service of honor. A covered carriage, 
and later a coupe, used to go and fetch them from 
their homes about one o’clock each day. When they 
arrived at the Tuileries or Saint Cloud, as the case 
might be, they generally found already there, in the 
so-called Duty Salon, the lady reader, the lady of 
honor and the chamberlain. It was the audience 
hour. The lady visitors were introduced by the lady 
of the palace then on duty, the gentlemen by the 
chamberlain. But it was not the Empress’s habit 
to give many audiences. The few ladies who were 
received into the intimate circle came more usually 
about six o’clock, before the dinner hour. Towards 
the end of the Empire, the more frequent of these 
visitors were the Empress’s niece, the Duchesse do 
Mouchy, bom Princess Anna Murat, whom she was 
very fond of, and Mme. Delessert and her daughter, 
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oiiifcHHe cl(» Xatlaillac, who wi*.r('. fru'iids oven 
• Uh* mivciil of (lio lOiHjiirt*, wlu*Ti Fugwiio was 
J. Tli(‘y wore rat her oiifnido of iho court circle 
t'oiuii of tlio political opinioim of ihoir own 
, niui K‘'ia'*nlly saw tlu‘ FinprosH in private. 
:*riiic(‘s.scH of file Honapiirte family were al- 
weh’omi'tl whenever they enme, us were also 
luichters of (lie DiiehesHe (l’AIhc‘. Tlu'y often 
1 at Ihe castle, whellnn* tlu' court was at Paris 
1 ‘where. 

eu tin* hhiipresH went tmt for a drive, the court 
itioUH were as follows; She finiml ilie ladies 
‘ housefudd cou^regat»‘d in the Hfdon assigned 
I')mp«‘ror'H {-hamherlain. The lady in waiting 
^rnufi tiuty” tijok her place in the carriage, 
with tin* etianiherlain, whih‘ tile Indy on “sec- 
uty*’ (Iron* in tlu' m‘Xt carriage If the Em- 
was going out with tin* Kinjieror, the aide-de- 
(»f the Emperor and the second orderly ofiicer 
ith them and the iwt* ladies got In the second 
ig«*. Sometimes tin* Kmpn»Hs went out late, 
the ladies wailed in tin* H(*rvice salon reading 
ihrtadering. At other fimcH she would not go 
I all, wht*n the ladies in waiting would bo per- 
i t(» withdraw and he driven to their reapec- 
omes, whence they Wf're feteli(‘d hack again for 
r to the 1’nileries. After dinner and at tho 
)f the evening, they were once more driven 
The charity visits were geiH'rally made in 
mrning, when the EmpresH was accompanied 
n a lady waiting. 

ladies of the hmischohl always appeared in 
ecked dresses in the evening, as the Emproas 
•rself, and on ordinary ummmiH they wore but 
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few jewels. On tlie left of their bodices, the ladies 
pinned the badge of their office, which consisted of 
Eugenie’s initial in diamonds on bine enamel, with 
the Imperial crown above the letter. The grand mis- 
tress and first lady in waiting also wore on their bod- 
ice attached to the same riband, a donble-faced 
jewel, one side holding the portrait of the Emperor 
and the other side the Empress’s own portrait, the 
two portraits being framed in diamonds. The gover- 
ness of the Children of France wore similar jewels. 

A word about some of the other ladies of the 
household. The lady reader arrived before the 
ladies in waiting, wrote letters but did not often read 
to the Empress as she much preferred to read to 
herself. In fact, I think I may fairly say that sho 
was always quite a devourer of books, and it would 
have troubled her somewhat to be read to, in the 
first place because she would have always felt that 
this act was wearisome to the young lady who was 
performing it — she knew by experience in younger 
days that it is very fatiguing — and in the second 
place she liked to ‘‘skim” some parts of a book, and 
read over other parts several times. All these in- 
tellectual whims are next to impossible when your 
reading is done for you. So the official reader had 
somewhat of a sinecure at the Tuileries court. She 
retired as a rule, when the ladies in waiting arrived. 

There was also a body of young ladies in waiting. 
One of these generally devoted her morning to the 
correspondence and accompanied the Empress on 
her visits to religious and charitable institutions. 
They would sometimes go to an exhibition, when 
the Chamberlain was also of the party. These 
young ladies in waiting had as a special duty the 
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t nwiiy t>r h'ttt‘r8, ilmnuncrntH and papers of all 
: whirh riMild he of any ponaihlu value in the 
•at {»r ij} tin* in tun*. They were particularly 
’ul ((» |trr.4«'rve any enimuiuiieniion of historical 
•. Many paperN «>!' this sort addrc'Hscul to the 
vror \vi‘n* enrefully put away by tliesc same 
riy liaiiil5. In this fnHhitin I Lnuul many valu- 
aitl.N In my nnmtiiry when I net to work on these 
•r rnnibliny, I fear, fuu! Hiuuewliai inailoquato 
hn’tituiH ttf fin* I’hnpresH’.M publics life. Thouj^h 
‘ of thfHr tlueniuents, and many oilnu’s, were 
durini.^ tin* Htitnay pfritui of ilu‘ fall of the 
lid Finpir»\ hIiU we managed to save a largo 
itiu ttf tbf^e inti're.^ting eoUeetions of inanu- 
itH wbieb lhr*»w at> Jimeh light on several of the 
tden and pt-r^tmagrH of tin* epmeli. 
u* grand of the houHehoId, who had 

nrlt-etfd at tin* momfnt of the FmpreHB’s mar- 
e utul \Uo» ettiitimifd to till (luH iUdlcate post 
ughttut tilt' ffign, was the Prinet^HHo d’klsRling, 
do Kivoli, the ibinghter of (lenernl Debelle 
widttw of the him of the fainotiH iMarnlml Mas- 
» aurunmod *‘t)ie cdierialual child of victory.” 
Prlnei'HH hml a plennunt face framed with fair 
Indr. Tlitiugh H.miewhat ndd ami severe in 
heiiring, porhapH, nlie was at heart good, kind 
very 4 li>ifingnii*hi*d in fdl she said and did. 
ilior in Fnri't, or traveling, she performed all 
[lutie.H witli great rare and tact. It was her cua- 
t.» e.iim- to till* Tuilerieh every day to leani the 
iresH*s d‘‘*^ireH, when she wonhl withdraw. She 
pr one id at idl iinportanl state funet'nms, such 
erepiioiiH or diniierH, and presented by name tho 
•« who had been invited. This naming of guests 
ifiid 
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ia alwayn ii vahifihli* aid t(> it to 

ono in tho pt»aitioii wliioh tlirn ludcl. In 

tho rturry of tho iMoiiiont, oiio uftvn fori^ota for an 
iiiHtiuit tlio iianio rvon tif a vt‘ry ^«uhI arc|Ufiiiit4inciS 
and than it in that aach vahmhlo aiti an iho Krinooaa 
ocndd givo wan fully upprinnalrd. U«>w numy tiinos 
aho hiiH savtul HuK»duo friuu lioikiuM: a hluiulor or 
being guilty of n ain of ond^Hion or eoinnuHHttui, mid 
how often tlie hm* tluuikrd her warmly, 

after «omo great aoeial event* for her taetful and 
iuvaUifihle MUpport. She waa it gotul friend to the 
end of her welldllled dayit, and her elegant and 
ecleetic aahm in the line Jean tlcnijoii wna ono of 
tho mtmt ehanning eentera of poltle Knria. One t»f 
her gmiidHtuiH miirried one of the Kniprega'H 
etniHinH, whieh waa nimlher Innid of union, between 
them, thougli all «he tlitl tlnring tin* h»iig yearn of 
tho Second Empire wotdil ahme hnvo nutheed to keep 
her memory very dear. 

Tho chief iutiy in waiting, the OuehesM* tie Baa- 
«an«, belonged to the Helgiiin family tif the Bitroni 
tie Ilooghvorat. She wiia a very tii»*tingniHhetl look- 
ing woman, hat! a imwl eharming manner ami imr- 
formed ht»r dntit'H with nmeh tlmerelion. She anti 
her Imslamd, wdio wim grand ehiimherhdit, m I have 
already said, were instrumentfil in tirawing to the 
Tuileries many personal friends t»f nmrketl tiistine- 
tion and Vfdue to the ytmng r*’*ginii*, and the Em- 
peror and the Empress always felt very grateful to 
them for the intlefiitigahle miinner in whieh tin*/ 
labored for tlm atrenglhening of the restoretl Em- 
pire. Tho Duo and Dutdmsse livetl at the Tnilerit'S 
and gave very Heiwt gHth»*ring» whieh Wi*re much 


ftpprooiaitd by Ih© MUa of the eiipitid. The Em- 
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proHH iin{ iiirr(*(|U('ntIy atteiid(*d these choice little 
par{H‘H and nunn beemne lunsi warmly attached to 
dm Oui’hesHi*, Hi) that whmi her death came in 1868, 
it wan u tei-rihle blow and wan d(‘eply mourned by 
lh(' whole court. <bn» of her daujKdiim'H married the 
Maniul.H (rE.spcudleH, a brilliant cavalry ofTicor, 
wh{> Wiis aide de eainp to (he Prince Imperial, and 
HO WHK dtuibly dear to Eujucenie. 

d'lu* Ibie lie IbiKHnuo Hiirviv(‘d his wife. Afte,r the 
fall <‘1 flu* Empire, he followed th(‘ Emperor and the 
Empre.*^H into exile, lie wuH moHt devoted to the 
Emperor and, after his death, he iranHferred this 
(h’votioii to Eu,mmi»'. Whim Hhe IohI the Prince Im- 
perial, he woultl Mpead nearly the whole year with 
lier, leavtim hi*r only now and then to visit his chil- 
dren. When .Hhe mndc‘ her Had pilgrimage to the 
Pape, he winhed to aeeompaiiy her, hut Engimio felt 
the voyage was too long for a man of his years, and 
he finally eon.Mented to let himself he repruauntod 
by his son, (he Marquis de PasHano. As the inlirmi- 
tiVs of age erept upon him, he ridired and enjoyed 
the tlioughtful rare of his daughter the Marquise 
d’Espeuille.s, and it was in her comfortable homo 
that this faithful Himvitor of the Second Empire died 
at the ailvamanl age of ninety-four. Uis charming 
character remaiuod with him to the last. His con- 
verHution coneeraing thingn of the past was moat 
inlereHtiiig, and this past went tar hu(ik, because 
he alway.H recalled with pleasure the fact that the 
gr<*al Xapoleoii once patted him, when a child, on 
the cheek. He had neeu the two Empires in their 
glory. The InmprcHs could never speak of him, after 
he passed away, without deep emotion. 

Nearly all the ladies of the palace have also passed 
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ciHijIuyinl wltli liHu-li ivffcct ill lior livi-ly 
cunviTHatitui luiii a KpfcinI cliami for tlio ErnprcBB. 
I (liiuk if was Inriccfy diti* to thin fuBuiiiatinji^ Am eri- 
ca ti wiaunii that her fellow countrymen and women 
ahvay.^ had nueh a warm welcome at the Court of 
tla* d'uileries. 

n'hi* i'mw'nu war waa the indirect caueo of the 
athniasioa !e> the laniHchold of Heveral oxoollent 
ladieH. thie nf theae waH the (kanicHHu do Lourmel, 
wiih»vv of tin* <u*m‘ral who wub killed during that ex- 
pedilitiu. At I hi* anna* lime, wiilowH of two other 
unfortnuate gem-ralH nntl !u‘r(H*H— Madame do Bran- 
eioa ami Madame Hizot-- were appointed unde.r-gov- 
erneasea nf (he (’hihln*!! of Franco. Tho widow of 
Admiral Brnat, who had junt died in tho Crimea, 
wan the head governeHH. The (‘omtesao do Lourmel 
wuH a very amiahle woman, and the fact that herself 
and the other ladies just mentionc-d, were sufferers 
from the uafort unale war aiways bound them closer 
to tile I’lmprejHH. The Hmperor used to refer to these 
widoWH an “that aohle hand of female Tnvalides, 
who wntdd ilo honor to the old home built by Louis 
XIV', if Women were ntimiitc*d there.”' 

I’erhapH the haml.somt*Ht of the ladies in waiting, 
who also hml a most eullivatcal mind, was tho Oom- 
teHHe de Haynevnl, a canonesH, hut not a nun, and 
Hinter of the t'omte de Haynevnl who was for a long 
time in tin* diplomat iu service. The countess united 
religions fervor to a large knowledge of the world, 
%vhieh gave n very unitpie stamp to her cliaraotor 
that charmed the EmprcHS not a little. ” A sincerely 
religiouH woman, who know'S the wmys of fashionable 
life,” tlu' Hmperor ontu* said referring to her, “is 
as near perfection as can he hoped for on earth.” 
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1 Hlunilt! Hpf'fik a littla more at lenis^tli of one of the 
moKt lH‘lovt‘ti latiioH, the late Viaoumteaao Agnado, 
wiles wan ail ea-fogtaiariun wlum ahe paaHed away. 
IleT find htishaiitl, \vlu»m the EiipireHH knew ho well, 
(lu‘ei in a mad ln»tiH<‘, and ahe then married her 
brother in law. She wan liorn a Mncdnru*!! and was 
r<*lated to thf 'ralh*ynmd.H, the Montinorencys and 
otluT MTtnHt tainilieH uf tin* old Eri*u('h aristoeracy. 
h’or many yearn the nalon of ViKeomte and Viacom- 
teHHe Arpunio wim the meeting place of all the ele- 
gant .ni»eii»fy of Paria. The family had heeu very 
rich, p*iH.m«HHe(l a line hunting ('staii* in tin* Seine ot 
Marne department and owned, later, a grand town 
hoUHt» ill the liui' de PElynee, overlooking the garden 
of the Klysei* Palace. 

The last mmiination of lady of the palace was that 
of Mriie. Pari'lte, thi* granddaughter of Admiral 
Bouvet. 'I'his lady tirst attracted attention during 
a vinit whieh the Empr(*aH made with the Emperor 
to Brittany, hy her extreme henuty. At first she 
wiiH the reiuler, luul then nln* r(»plac(*d as one of tlio 
EmpreHsM ladies Pomfi’.sHe de Pa'/^ay-Marnesia, a 
tiiatani r«*lnlive of the BemdmrtmiH family, who was 
in had health. .Mme. (‘arette often amirapaniod the 
Empress on her traveln and otlicial visita of all 
kimlH. Shf* had the had luck to he with the Emporor 
ami tin* EinpreHH on the occaHion of an accident 
which hitppemni to tlnun at Neufehatei, when all were 
in tin* great ent daugi‘r heenUKe the horse took fright, 
and nhe. unfortnnately, had her arm broken. 

Mile. Muri<m, tlmighfcr of the general, also be- 
longed in tin* ImuHchohL Hlie married, shortly be- 
ftire the war, Comte Clary, who then belonged to 
the military Imuwlmld of the Emperor, which post 



the of th{» inniHt»h«skl in Kng. 

land He tlietl yciun^, after aulTerinp?, brnuglit 
on by a terrible liver tnaupliiiiit whirh he iuul con- 
tracted ill Mexico. IUh death wiih a grent h\m to the 
Prince iiriperial and to ali* for he wna a wine coun- 
aclor and a devoted friemi. Hia ami vviw early at- 
tached to the Kniprena'a suite and always renmined 
with her, aeeomiMinyhig her in all the voyagt^H and 
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having about Mm these men of the past, who brought 
him so near to the great Emperor, whom he could 
recall only vaguely. It was most touching to hear 
the Emperor question such men as the Count about 
the smallest details of the looks, doings, and 
thoughts of Napoleon I. The Emperor did this so 
constantly and during such a long series of years, 
that in the end, he had in his own mind so clear a 
picture of the time and the great actors on the scene, 
with Napoleon in the foreground, that he finally felt 
himself of the circle. Perhaps no person in France 
who belonged to the generation which immediately 
followed the grand era” was so imbued with its 
life and spirit as was Napoleon III, and the Pagerie 
family contributed not a little to bring this about. 
Hence it is that the Empress always had a peculiar 
fondness for these relatives, for such they were. 

Every day Comte de la Pagerie would come to 
take the Empress’s orders,” though in reality his 
functions were purely honorary. He and the Coun- 
tess lived in the Pavilion de Marsan in the Tuileries 
palace. The Count suffered considerably from gout 
and was not seen much except when on duty. The 
Countess also lived a somewhat retired life, though 
her drawing-room was open to a large number of 
intimate friends. It was a sort of little German 
court right in the heart of Paris. Her immediate 
circle always addressed her as Durchlaucht, or Se- 
rene Highness, which had a delightful odor from 
the other side of the Rhine. The two daughters who 
lived with their mother and father gave a still fur- 
ther Teutonic touch to this home-circle. The first 
bore the thoroughly Germanic name of Comtesse 
Waldner-Freundstein, and the second, Comtesse 
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Sion to assume the title of Hue de Dalber^ the Due 
de Halberg having been his uncle. He was’ witt^n 
conversation, but extremely ugly, which ugliness 
was not lessened by a strange habit which he had 
ot making odd grimaces when he talked. His tastes 
were also very Germanic, like those, in 5 of all 
his family, with the exception of his father, who 
had remained quite French. The son continued the 
Hadition of his father and mother in making the 
iascher salon the meeting place of all the diplo- 
matists of the large and small German courts, and 
there you were sure to find any German of impor- 
tance who happened to pass through Paris. When 
the^ Eniperor went over to call on the Taschers in 
their wing of the palace, he would say with a smile : 

I am now going to cross the Ehine”; and when he 
returned to his part of the Tuileries, he would add : 
‘‘Well, I am back from the Fatherland.” At one 
time the Empress thought of trying to acquire a 
good knowledge of the German language and she 
used to go over to the Taschers for conversation. 
But she had not the necessary leisure to keep it up, 
when the Emperor remarked: “You have returned 
from the Fatherland to stay.” 

At first the Empress had but one chamberlain — 
Viscomte de Lezay Marnesia — ^in addition to the first 
chamberlain. But later, three others were named, 
the Marquis d’Havrincourt, the Marquis de Piennes 
and the Comte de Cosse-Brissac. I mention the fact 
and their names more on account of the pleasing co- 
incidence that all of them were clever amateur ar- 
tists — the first being a sculptor, the second a very 
good draftsman, and the last, not a had painter. As 
the Empress always greatly enjoyed the arts, these 
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three gentlemen had not a little to do with making 
our circle a delightful center for the discussion and 
practicing of the fine arts. More than one famous 
painter or sculptor of the day was admitted to the 
“art coterie” as the Emperor called it, and went 
away, I am convinced, with new ideas and a feeling 
that the Tuileries breathed an atmosphere not inimi- 
cal to the beautiful in art and letters. At the time 
of writing this chapter, the Marquis de Piennes is 
the only one of this delightful trio who still survives. 
He has been residing for many years on his large 
Austrian estates and several times visited the Em- 
press. He has not lost with age any of that uncom- 
mon type of wittiness which made him famous in the 
old Tuileries circle. It was through him that the 
Empress always felt the more closely drawn to Mar- 
shal MacMahon, as the son of the Marquis, who died 
young, unfortunately, was married to the daughter 
of the marshal. An interesting fact, concerning 
Comte de Cosse Brissac was that, though his family 
was opposed to the Empire, he remained faithful to 
it, while his bright and amusing nature made him 
very popular in the court circle. 

There was, among the subalterns, in the Em- 
press’ service, a somewhat striking figure worthy, 
for several reasons, of a few moments’ attention. 
Mme. Pollet, long known by the name of Pepa, has 
been said to have exerted considerable influence over 
Eugenie and her immediate circle. But this is quite 
a mistake for, though they all liked Mme. Pollet 
fairly well on account of her blind devotion, she was 
never in any way admitted into Eugenie’s con- 
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the Empress’ service when the latter was Comtesse 
de Teha, and she remained with Eugenie all her life. 
The Empress married her to an infantry officer and 
at the time of her marriage gave he;: the title of 
treasurer. 

That pale little woman, who seemed to have no 
strength whatever and constantly complained of ill- 
health, was activity personified. She was the only 
Spanish woman in the service. She spoke the most 
curious French imaginable. She had faults which 
cannot he overlooked, hut she was, as I have just 
said, entirely devoted to the Empress, who fuUy 
appreciated her fidelity, which did not however pre- 
vent from scolding her on numerous occasions when 
her jealousy and ill-temper gave rise to difficulties 
and disputes among the serving-women, troubles of 
a kind "which Eugenie detested most cordially. Witty 
and fairly intelligent, Mme. Pollet knew how to turn 
to good account the trust reposed in her. Some 
persons have said that she took undue advantage of 
her position. But that is not perfectly exact, for it 
should he remembered, Pepa was in no way her own 
mistress. 

The Empress received one million two hundred 
thousand francs yearly from the Emperor; one hun- 
dred thousand of that amount she used for dress, 
while most of the rest was distributed in presents, 
pensions, and charitable bequests. It was Mme. Pel- 
let’s duty to keep all the private accounts. She was 
consequently in close relations with the tradespeople 
for not only the clothes but also for the presents 
which Eugenie had to make. It must be admitted 
that under such circumstances, a mortal would re- 
quire more than an ordinary dose of probity not to 
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Huctnuiih to tho toniptatijm of fontlu’rinK oih»'h nwi^ 
nt'Ht. iliatory loitVfM nu *!ooht mi tljiH point. Mmo. 
Pollat willingly noooptiul proHcntH fnnn tlu* tnuW 
pooplc* who wt»ro iinturnlly intorontcHl in keeping h\ 
tlio good IniokH of the* friowurcr nml who ovt'r. 
wIiolmcHi Iu*r svitli giftn. Thi' KiuproHH whh tohl Intiir 
that »h«' hIho n«H'i‘pt«<d gifln «dTi*rod by liigidy pinci'd 
IfidioH who wialo'd to tditnin favorn frotn the Em- 
pi»rt)r or Ftigthiii* and who only too williiu^ to 
hribo ht*r. “Ibit whi‘ro hIiiiU wo tbul n ronrt» a tutu- 
istry, or ovon an ordinnrily largo privntn cHtahlidi- 
moiit, in which thorn* wdio Hi*t*k favorn tlu lud havo 
rewourt^t* to the aKHtHtunct* of tin* HnlmlterUH whim 
tht*y think {ht*y will tlum obtain i'aait'r niTimN to tlu* 
ptnviTH that In*!’" Thin wan n very jimt retlimtimi 
ininlo Viy tin* HnijnTor when thin ntHth*r came tip uiu' 
day after the ftdl t»f tho Kinpiro. 

Mnio. Pullet wiiH Hiipreme m reganln tin* tlirm'tum 
of the women *« aerviccH, ami then* mulmihtedly whh 
V(* ry often diacemtent and hittcrncHH among Uiuho 
arownd her. U fret|«ently nMpiireil nil the kimliu'SH 
the Kinpreaa could cofiunand to soothe tin* feidiiigu 
woundi'd hy Pepn’a aeeming injualice, nml at timcH, 
It waa no enay thing tt» put matters in order ngniii. 
Kugibiie wtndtl )inv«* much preferred to avoid thcHi* 
qiiarrelH; hut it in douhtful whet}u*r any tither “mo 
periutemlent c»f tlomeatic nfTnira” as the Kmperur 
citshhml Mmo, Pollet, wtndd not have caused llu* sunw 
diilcultlea. 

On the other hand, the Fimpreaa couiti Hafely truKi 
Mme. Pollet tt> look after jewels, laces, furs, nml 
thinga of that kiml. This wim n graml soum* of 
mmfort. Hhe had a great s«*iise of orfh*r, ami it 
©fan aometimei hapiteued timt Ihingf' were at* well 
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tidied away by ber that it was often impossible to 
find what one was looking for. In other words this 
good soul bad, like so many more important people, 
tbe defects of ber qualities. 

Mme. Pollet was present at tbe Empress’ toilet 
every day, took orders and transmitted them to the 
maids and servants generally. She constantly saw 
Eugenie for a thousand little matters or details, but 
it is certain that tbe latter did not allow ber to play 
any part beyond ber very subaltern role. A friend 
bas very truly said; “Sbe was never elevated to 
tbe rank of a lady, wbetber it were a lady in waiting 
or a lady in society.” Tbe Empress never dis- 
cussed any important matter with her, which was, 
I fear, a source of great disappointment to ber. But 
it was tbe only safe course. Knowing ber character 
as she did, Eugenie was sure that if she gave her 
an inch she would take an ell, ber usefulness would 
cease, and then they would have to part company. 

I am told that Mme. Pollet made every effort in 
ber power to gain admission to official receptions 
so soon as ber husband’s situation rendered it pos- 
sible for him to obtain invitations for ber. But the 
Empress in no way encouraged these efforts and 
always tried to keep Pepa in tbe modest situation 
which she filled so well. But when, in 1869, M. Pol- 
let by the force of circumstances, became a colonel, 
bis wife was seen, I believe, at one or two grand 
balls; but that was all. Colonel Pollet, who was an 
excellent husband and soldier, died suddenly in 
Paris shortly before tbe Franco-Prussian War 
broke out. His widow followed the Empress to Eng- 
land, but she found the climate too trying and was 
unable to remain there. So when she realized that 

377 



MEMOTR.S OF THE rMVUK^H EUOEKIP, 

the Imperial roHtoration waa imt a nailter of the 
immediate future, ahe retuniect tu Parin tu reemit 
her health, where h}u‘ died very mn»n aftenvarda. 
She lived a Kemewhnt is«dated life tluriiig thnne laat 
monthB, ill the eaptfal, fer nlmn.Mt iwery one 

had forgett(‘n her, and nlie wan iu\ huii^nT nei'dpd 
by thoHe who had Bhoweretl i^iftn on lier in <ild fimea. 
They were not prone lo nn'ogni/.t* In-r in>w timt who 
could be of no unt* to them. It iimst hi* admitted, 
too, that her bad temper pri-ventjal her from mnkiug 
faHfc friendH. liut nhe hd’i a idee little fortune, I 
am told, for her sister ami her ideet*, who hud re* 
mamed in Spain. 

The one tiuality of Mine. Pollel wan, as I 

have nlnaidy Haul, her imlimtled {ievotion to thoHo 
whom Hhe nerved. S!u» wouhi ineur any dangi’r for 
the I'hnpreHH, and yet hIu* wan of a monl timid tem- 
perament. She was oflmi leasinl on aeeount of the 
easo with which aim eould tu* thrown into a fright, 
If aorne one of the (hmrt were to say: “Why, that 
curtain is movinic!” Mine, Ihdlet wtmld lu’giu to 
tremble, and grow ]ude; and If the FmpresH, enter- 
ing into the apirit tif the jok<% shouhl add: “IVpn, 
what can he ladiind that curtntiir’ the poor woman 
would he Hei7.ed wUfi real terror. She would go to 
the curtain, and lift its fohls with tremhling hnmlH, 
while the court ladieH, ilellghtetl with the HueeeKH of 
their prank, would laugh merrily; and KuKt'nio 
aometimcH participatml in the fun. 

Pepa’s peculiar French, and her tpieer mlstakeH, 
due to ignornnw of the language or a general lack 
of inforraation, al«o often provoked mirth. Hnu 
example of thla ia worth rectmtling here. When 
Oabauel was painting a portrait of the KmiHTor, 
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the Empress told the celebrated artist to ask Mme. 
Pollet for all the accessories he might require. Con- 
sequently one day Cabanel wrote to Pepa asking 
her to let him have the hand of justice, which was 
to he painted in the picture with the crown and 
scepter. Much mystified, by the painter’s letter, 
Pepa sought one of the ladies in waiting, MUe. Bou- 
vet, and raising her hands to heaven, cried out, much 
agitated and with an unutterably droll accent: “La 
main de justice I But I cannot give him that.’^ 
Gradually calming down, she finally asked: “But, 
after all, what is the hand of justice 1” And when 
it was explained to her that M. Cabanel simply 
wanted the baton anciently used by kings, which had 
an ivory hand at the end, she admitted that she 
thought it was some high legal position and that, 
on no account, would she undertake to transmit such 
a request to the Empress ! 

The friends who are interested in these memoirs 
have asked me to include in them something on fash- 
ions during the Second Empire and to go into de- 
tails concerning Eugenie’s tastes in the matter of 
toilette and other rather private topics, which I 
would not be inclined to do if not thus pressed, and 
if I did not know that these notes will not be read 
by the larger public till the Empress has passed 
into another and a better world. And then again, 
I, now in my old age, am speaking of things^ which 
happened back in my youth, when Eugenie was 
in the full gaze of France and all Europe, for^ it 
must not be forgotten that when the Second Empire 
was at its zenith, in the sixties, it was the cynosure 
of all eyes. Thirdly, in a chapter on Court life, 
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fashions, perhaps, have their rightful place. Such 
are my excuses, rather lame, some naay think, for 
adding these more trivial notes to these pages of a 
life which had its serious side, notwithstanding the 
criticisms of some of her detractors. 

I cannot conceive of a state of society worthy of 
the name which should not feel that its rulers should 
make as fine an appearance as possible before the 
world. This was the view taken by the great Na- 
poleon and hy his nephew, and the Empress shared 
this opinion of the two Emperors. Elegant clothes 
and jewels are as necessary on a throne, especially 
on the part of a queen or empress, as intelligence 
and popularity. The Court which preceded that of 
the Second Empire, had been described as lacking 
in elegance, and it has often been said that com- 
merce and industry in Prance and particularly in 
Paris suffered from this lack. Napoleon’s. Court, 
however, has sometimes been criticized for an ex- 
cess of luxury and elegance. But it should not be 
forgotten that it was, in this particular, simply in 
accord with the time. Luxury and elegance were 
then predominant and are still, for that matter. 
Wealth and comfort and even show were never more 
prominent than to-day. Neither the political mis- 
fortunes of 1870, the uncertainty of the European 
situation, nor the instability of the Third Republic, 
has attenuated this taste for fine things, display and 
the comforts and pleasures brought by money. It 
is not going too far, perhaps, to say that elegance 
has become an essential part of the modern world 
and the life of all nations. But it is going to much 
too great a length and is wholly unjust to accuse 
t^he Second Empire as having been the instrument 
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for the bringing abont of this state of things. Every 
thoughtful person knows that the nearer people get 
to the quintessence of civilization and to the refine- 
ments thereof, the more are prized the arts, style 
in fashion, fine clothes, rich jewels. The sovereigns 
felt that it was the duty of such a Court as was that 
of the Tuileries, in a country where commerce and 
industry are so eager in their demands for encour- 
agement, to give an impulse to trade and to create 
as far as we could a market for the more expensive 
products. And I think that I may say that they 
were eminently successful in this effort. Many large 
fortunes were made at Lyons and elsewhere be- 
cause of the support of the elite of the population, 
the fashions of the hour calling for beautiful ma- 
terials, for silks and rich fabrics of all kinds. 

The Empress’ efforts in this direction gave rise 
to many legends. Party pamphleteers went so far 
as to declare that she gave up her whole time to the 
devising of new gowns. Such phrases as these are 
scattered through certain sheets of the period: ‘‘the 
frivolity of the Empress,” “her immoderate love of 
fine clothes,” “her never-satisfied desire for luxuri- 
ous things,” “her custom of never wearing the same 
dress twice.” It is true that Eugenie often changed 
her attire; it was a duty imposed by her station. It 
is also of course true that she possessed a large 
number of costumes of all kinds. How could it have 
been otherwise? But these were not all full-dress 
gowns. In the ordinary home life at the Tuileries 
and in the summer retreats, Eugenie’s attire was 
always simple and in no way outdid the dress of the 
persons who surrounded her. It often happened 
that it was only the external part of her attire which 
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was elegant. A ricli mantle often covered a very 
modest gown. When the Empress drove out, espe- 
cially at Paris, her hat and cloak were handsome, 
but generally she was not otherwise “dressed up.'’ 
I dislike to touch on the more personal side of the 
subject; but so many idle stories were circulated 
during the reign and so many of them are still alive, 
that it has seemed to me that I am doing my duty 
not only by the Empress but by the regime, in de- 
claring most of them to be wholly false and all of 
them to be exaggerated grossly. 

It will be pleasanter for me now to devote a few 
paragraphs to the more general theme of fashion 
and dress under the Second Empire, when what was 
worn at the state balls and great pubhe ceremonies 
was often the talk of all Europe. 

When one speaks of fashion, it is often difficult 
to refrain from criticism and a smile. The elegant 
women of to-day, with their dresses which are more 
or less tight-fitting— little by little we are returning 
to more ample and becoming shapes — cannot under- 
stand how any one could have worn those wire cages 
called crinolines, which held up a whole shopful of 
material ! Three ladies so attired used to fill up the 
space of a moderate-sized room! What quantities 
of material were there and what a variety, — cun- 
ningly arranged draperies, fringes, ruchings, pleats, 
real or imitation laces, the whole ending in a long 
train which it was no easy task to pull about with 
one. 

There was a mixture of all styles during the Sec- 
ond Empire. You saw Renaissance sleeves, Louis 
panniers, Grecian draperies and those little 
basques formerly worn by ladies of the time of the 
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Frond.©. It must 1)6 8,dimtt6d tliat it wus not an ©asy 
taskj witk sucIl cumbGrsonie and variGd ©l©nients, to 
offer an elegant deportment and to make a ckarming 
appearance. Success depended on gracefulness of 
gesture, on carriage, on a sliding motion in one’s 
step, on a svelt form and a supple bust. In the 
evening, when shoulders were bared, and the easy 
movements of the body were possible, the silhouette 
was more attractive and, had it not been for the 
panniers and the crinohnes, the dresses of that day 
would not have been ugly for dinner and after-din- 
ner wear. 

During the Second Empire, it was quite a feat to 
walk when you were forced to carry about with you 
such an unnatural rotundity as that of the crino- 
line. When you sat down, you had to guard against 
tlie flying up or out of the rebellious wires. To get 
into a carriage without making a mess of it required 
not a little skill, especially as many dresses were 
made of very light materials, such as tuUe, gauze 
and lace. Husbands and fathers needed to be blessed 
with a large stock of patience and restive horses had 
to be well trained, for considerable time and much 
fine calculation were necessary on these trying occa- 
sions. It was almost impossible to shake hands with 
a child and very difiBcult to take a gentleman’s arm. 
In fact from this moment dates the custom which 
prevails to-day of not offering the arm in a drawing- 
room and particularly in the street. 

The inventor of the crinohne was Auguste P erson, 
who died not many years ago in Champagne at the 
advanced age of almost eighty, I am told. I have 
also heard that he did not make much money from 
ills invention, for he sold the patent for four thou- 
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Hund fnuicH. Hut thow* who bought it gained over 
a million. For itn popiilurity grew very rapidly. 
Toward 18(U), all the elegant ladioH were HuhniiHaivo 
to tin* tyranny tif IhiH very wide piet’o of ntiiT twill, 
Hurroundod with nn*Ud hoopn. The nrinormo waa at 
tlrat ndh'd in Friinro ”a rage/’ {uul tlm wcnnrn who 
put on the new invention wen* naid tt) he “niged.” 
Jt iH eany to imagine tlie wit indulged in at their ex- 
prime. One the "funny wrltera” of ilie Paris 
preHK likenjed gjJHHiping parotpuda "the hearers of 


ahemt it eaimeci the artiede tt» sell aiul Itenee tlie rea 


Tliis atrangi* faHliton had been net by tall, ntout 
women who are alwmya very iafUn'idiid in the ele- 
gant world; but it wan hooii followed by all, Tliin, 
small wtmien perHuath'd themMelvi*H tbni "it auili'd 
tln*ir style of lieauty," wbieh wan atd the east*; and 
though thfdr huHlntnds ami broth<‘rH piadi'Hletl ami 
riiiieuied them, atill the rrinolim* eontiaued t«> ht)ld 
ilH away, TIh‘ Jnunr, ('harivnri, nad Fh/aro, 
tile aumml thentrieal "reviews," nail more preteu- 
iiouH plays likt* that td Hlum at the Vic* PuriHienue 
-- all made fun of the innovalion, hut ita vogue did 
not bc*gin to w‘nne till towards the end of Hie Km- 
pire. Hurpriae i« now Hometimea expre.Hsed that it 
lasted MO long. 

A friend him told im* of a play given at a faHli- 
ionahki Paris ohib in 1H7H, where, for one of the 
noeneii, John Lewia Hrown sketched two pietures. 
Both repreaented women of the world. In tin* one, 
tho woman wan spread out in a eriiudine of the tiino 
of thti Beoomi Ktn|iire, winks in the other, the woman 
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was attired in the tightly squeezing, narrow cling- 
ing skirts then in fashion. Though not ten years 
had passed since the ladies had allowed themselves 
to be dressed as in the first instance, the actresses 
who were to take part in the play exclaimed: '‘How 
could we have allowed ourselves to he made such 
frights of ? ’ ^ And somebody present well remarked : 

' ‘ The same thing will be said in another decade of 
the present fashion, which goes to the other ex- 
treme.” Both criticisms, it seems to me, were just. 

Some years ago, an effort was made to bring back 
the crinoline, though in less exaggerated propor- 
tions. But, fortunately, the attempt failed. And 
yet, it cannot be denied that the fashion was becom- 
ing to certain women. All of them did not appear 
ridiculous in crinolines. At the court of the 
Tuileries, where dress was never carried too far, it 
cannot be said that the crinoline was ugly. The Em- 
press was not able to ignore the fashion but she al- 
ways kept the crinoline within reasonable bounds. 
Its final suppression, I always considered to be due 
to Worth, who was really a great fashion-maker. 
He did much to revive a taste for grace in attire. 
He modified the size of the skirt, while he gradually 
molded the shape of the body. Little by httle he 
diminished the immense circumference of the hoops 
until they were quite done away with, or were re- 
placed by light cage-like affairs which held up the 
train behind. This sort of "dress improver” held 
its ground for a few years longer, and then it, too, 
was at last abandoned. Though this improver may 
be said to have been abnormal, it was not wholly in- 
artistic in some respects and on some persons. Per- 
haps the Empress ’ own liking for short skirts, which 
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all wore for walking at Saint Clond, Fontainebleau 
and Compiegne, had something to do with this grad- 
ual modification of this portion of woman’s attire. 

Towards 1860, women’s hats were high pyramids 
covered with fruit and flowers. They were very 
heavy and enlarged the head to a disproportionate 
size. This fashion, too, was destined to be changed 
little by little. It was mainly to Mme. Virot that 
the transformation of hats rmder the Empire was 
due. She threw open to view the back of the neck 
by doing away with the streamers or bavolets — 
a stiff pleated piece of material which enwrapped 
the neck and shoulders. The hats then became little 
string-bonnets, rather flat, and framing the face 
artistically, showing the hair. Here, as in every- 
thing else, ihe style was exaggerated in some cases, 
and the hats were so flat that they were called 
“plates.” But on the whole, this style of hat was 
becoming, was pretty and worn for a long time. 
They underwent many little changes and the strings 
were gradually suppressed. Nowadays, women of a 
certain age wear these little bonnets and efforts 
have been made to render them fashionable for the 
theaters, where high hats are such a nuisance. But 
this effort, unfortunately, has not met with success. 
The large Gainsborough hats and the Louis XVI 
shapes of the day, with their mass of feathers, flow- 
ers and fur tails, are the fortune of the milliners, 
who will, of course, keep them in fashion as long as 
possible. If you compare them with the creations of 
Virot or Ode, you will find that hats to-day cost three 
or four times more than they did under the Second 
Empire, and yet there are people who ever harp on 
the “extravagance of the Empire.” 
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For traveling, and for walks at Compiegne and 
the other country residences, the Empress wore 
an oval-shaped hat, of medium size, adorned with 
ribhon bows and feathers of moderate length. These 
hats kept in fashion for some time. They are rela- 
tively Hitnple., very piuictical and generally becom- 
ing to th(‘ face. 

The ev(*ning liea<l dress was usually round dia- 
dems of dowers in which were placed diamonds like 
drops of dew. This style was very becoming to 
young faces. Older ladies wore crowns of foliage 
or jowehul diadems. Eugenio always liked to see 
her ladies attired in a way fitting their years. If 
there was a thing that she particularly disliked, it 
was to HC'o young attire on those who were no longer 
youthful. 1 can never forget how her excellent read- 
er, (/Oint(^SH(‘ de Wagner, forgetting this rule on one 
occasion, appc'arcd one evening, when she had 
passed seventy, got up in tulle, trimmed with red 
ribbons and with a nimbus of white roses round her 
head, like Oplielial The Empress really could not 
go near her the whole evening. 

Eugcniii went over her wardrobe twice each year 
and the dressi^H which could not bo worn again were 
distributed among tlio waiting-women, who, I be- 
lieve, disposed of them at advmitagoous rates. Two 
rooms of the wardrobe apartments in the palace 
were used as work-rooms for the dress-makers. 
Here th(‘ Empreas could have gowns made up in her 
own way. At the moment of the change of the sea- 
sons, shopmen were received in those rooms, and 
then it was that she chose materials and ordered 
a certain number of costumes. It was also in these 
rooms that the Empress would try them on when 

387 



MKMtUIIH OF TIIF, KMPIIKHs 

fliiinliwi. Ailjuitiiiig rtMuiii 
wills tmk rl«w’if4 witis 

Wi’r*’ k«*j»l till Wfiiitr-ii, 

ll %vii» tlii’ Si! tli*’ 

Iiiilipriiil I'lnupri’ii 

|i»W4iPrk iilfirr in III*' Wist' 

Piisnli iiiitl iliiriiti? flit' mmlrr m 
t'riilly |mi rm ii nf lilnrk 

iir i»f pliiili W'liilit itiilifi, fiiitl film* mttm 
lirr liiniiii ils*’ rltsi'rr ti 

fiiiiititstiib wliirfi mi» Iw'f iltnl gift 
fipnir. Hlif« wtift! iMitiw’lifnt’* wlml * 

aritl himpm nisi li* rink* rmllwr tiiitiif 
wipkiy, liiit %‘pry tm tlir? wl 

Wiiyn lliiiwiciti, Tlii» Kfti|»«’ri»r vnimci 
giiwiiii, Tlipy m'l’fp iimiiih 

tlie Lyalin «lk tratia, aiwl wi»ri? fti«»rp i 

tliaii mcint of liar willi 

ltt«, 

Tiif» Kiii|»ri»«« mrsttl ti*r IrMWi^ 
ill f»cl, iia%’ar 11 

iiipii Ilia aniiiiary Isiiph wrii|m wliirj 
emplayriJ wlini ilranrtiiiif. Tlia rpisl 
wiii tlssit »lip iilwfiys |irpfarr«Hi t« * 
int tiling ill ilia ttiitniiisg, IVrtsii 
tmctidi tliiw atiilrmaril hy mtymg lli 
KEifiraim did ft dn’wtitig^'gaw'ii f( 
Tha Priiiei,? Itiifiarifil hiid aiiiiglit tha t 
irlihi»«:i l<i ba iieitr bifii iliirinic tlia 
rtailer, Mma Fiirnllts wpiil In tliw Lci 
dioia tt rtJ«fly"mttcia rwl fliiiirial 
Ettgitti© fotitiii v#ry 
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sLoes. The soiled ones were given to the orphan- 
age Eugene Napoleon, fonnded with the money 
which the City of Paris had wished to spend on a 
necklace at the moment of her marriage. The white 
shoes were always kept for the young orphan girls 
who had arrived at the age for celebrating their first 
communion. 

The Emperor and the Empress always held that, 
as rulers of France, their duties were much more 
than political, especially in a country where art and 
letters stood so high. They tried to spread about 
our Court an atmosphere that was, as far as pos- 
sible, all-embracing. Thus, as has already been 
seen, the Empress took a particular interest in the 
fashions and did what she could to keep Paris the 
world’s center, for all that pertained to feminine 
attire ; and in this effort it was generally conceded 
that she was on the whole successful. But they also 
gave much attention to art and above all to dramatic 
art. The theaters, actors and actresses of Paris 
had been famous under all regimes, and during the 
Second Empire the high standard was carefully kept 
up. Nor was it French talent alone which was wel- 
comed before the Paris footlights. Dramatic ar- 
tists from several foreign lands were applauded by 
French audiences, and they often owed their invi- 
tation to Paris either directly or indirectly to the 
expressed wishes of the Tuileries. A good example 
of this was given in 1855 during the Exhibition of 
that year, when occurred a series of dramatic per- 
formances which were most interesting in eve:^ 
respect. The incidents connected therewith will il- 
lustrate the intimate connection which then emsted 
between the Court and the theatrical world which is 
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the excuH(‘ for the introduction of the huI 
chapter. 

The famouB Rachel wan on tin* point 
for a long vac4ilion wiiich liad lieen gne 
the management of tin* Ctunedie Kn 
turned out to In* an {*feiuml vaeatitm, niii 
home only to Hut befon* nhe wt'Ut, at 
of the (lourt, kIu* played fur an entire 
great worka of Ooriieilh* and Itacine ii 
excelled. After the p(*rformam‘e of /*/; 
waa a veritable triumph, nln* waa rt'all 
conaentod in June to n*appear at a g, 
given in honor of the King of Portu^ 
Duke of Oporto. The Kmpi^ror and tl 
were preaent and h*d in the applaUHe. 
tacle inehnh'd a llamnmtff* a t 

an<i Ilariwe. 

A« a matter of fact, thia waa not her ! 
ance, certain circumataneea having 
Rachel to remain ntune time hmger at Pi 
due, in fact, to a aort <if compt*tition het> 
and Hiftturi which gave the puhlic main 
greatly to the delight of Parisian auci 
Court. 

Riatori, ManpuHe Capninica del Orill 
in 1906, over eighty yeara old, hint just 
a aeries of victoriea at the Halle Ventath 
ctHca di Himini, Maria, Stwirdn, find < 
Bhc waa then the idol of Ihiria*, Liuni! 
veraea to her, and at one time it wiia 
might appear at the Thefttre Fran^aia. 
tndlesi discuasioni eonceniirig the taleih 
great artiita. The Court waa partimilarl 
in these honora shown the celebrated I 
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edienne. The Emperor was then accused in certain 
circles in Italy of not doing all that was expected of 
him in the matter of bringing about a sort of politi- 
cal side to it—the Court did not let sHp this occasion 
to please the Italian nation by honoring one of its 
great actresses. The Emperor and the Empress 
naturally led “in this good work” as the Emperor 
called it. 

Alexandre Dumas even maintained that Bistori 
was superior to Bachel. This the sovereigns both 
thought privately was perhaps going a little too far. 
The celebrated story-teller proposed a performance 
at tile Opera in which the two tragediennes would 
appear,— Eistori in Maria Stuardo by MafPei, 
Eaciiel in Marie Stuart by Lebrun. Unfortunately, 
this proposal gave rise to much discussion, and 
many articles more or less bitter were written in 
the newspapers by the partisans of both the great 
artists. The Court deeply regretted all this. Of 
course, the proposed performance at the Opera did 
not take place. But Eachel was at length aroused 
and took up the gauntlet. She went secretly to see 
her rival play at the Salle Ventadour; she heard the 
loud cheers, the encores — and she fainted ! 

The result of this was that Eachel made another 
appearance on the scene. She wished to see if she 
had lost her former power and to make a supreme 
appeal to the public who seemed to be falling away 
from her. She had a great success in her classical 
parts, in Marie Stuart, and especially in PhMre, 
which she played twice; in Andromaque, and the 
Moineau de Leshie. The Emperor and the Em- 
press were present at several of these performances 
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malady of which hIu* had felt the Arnt i 
yenra bcftjrc, luui which ht*r Amcrie-an 
ratcHh Hhc rcrucmbcrcd ia her will t 
whom aho ndmirctl and to whotn hIu^ Ic 
Napoleon I by thuunou The Kinpcro 
tcmchcHl by Huh act td the fcreai travel 
he had ao often applautled, and ahvayn 
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and wc ahowod tlio veteran actress that she wa 
ax)prcoiated at Court. 

A few days after this triumph Rachel Ic 
America. In January, 1858, bIk* Huccumbed 
malady of which she had felt the drat attacks 
years before, and which tier Amerie4Ui tour 
rated. She rememhenal in her will the Fai 
whom she admired and whom slie left ti 1 
Napoleon 1 by Canovn. Tin* Emperor w'as 
touched by this act of the ^xreat traK<'dienne 
he had so often applaudc‘d, ami always felt th 
deliente attention was paiil him ftm tin* part 1 
the Empreas took in the famous competition 
summer of 1B50. 


CHAPTEE XV 


EPISODES IN THE EMPEEOe’s LIFE 

The long range of buildings designed by the 
architect Visconti to connect the Louvre and Tuile- 
ries, was completed in 1857 and on August 14th in 
that year the Emperor and the Empress presided at 
the ceremony of their inauguration. "When, on July 
25, 1852, Napoleon III laid the foundation stone, he 
expressed the hope that the work would he com- 
pleted in five years’ time, and his desire had been 
fulfilled, thanks first of all to Visconti, and, after the 
death of the famous architect, which occurred in 
1853, to Lefuel, who carried on the undertaking to 
the end, with unflagging zeal. In the beautifying of 
Paris, Napoleon III took as his model his great 
uncle. When a work was to be done, he asked expert 
opinion as to the shortest, not the longest, time re- 
quired to accomplish it, and then he required that it 
be done within this promised period and would take 
no excuse for any failure to keep the promise. The 
conduct of this Louvre-Tuileries work was a good 
example of the Emperor’s energy and expedition. 
No effort was spared to hasten its completion. One 
hundred and fifty sculptors and a host of decorators 
labored ceaselessly at the execution of the design, 
which comprised no less than fifteen hundred sepa- 
rate objects for carving. During the year 1857 the 
number of workmen’s days reached three hundred 
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nricl thirlpt'n thouHimd (‘xeluHivc* of johiors, 
torn, anti othorn. But tlu' (ilvjoel wan iittHiiUHl 
building wan coinplt'B-d within thn givoii 1 
cost thirty-six inilliouH <»f francH, and boaidcf 
tiful building, uniting the* two pnlaofs, it op 
two new rondwayn to the puhlie, one un 
Pavilion Sully for pedestrinnH and the of he 
the Pavilion Richelieu for vehieh‘s, Xapolec 
fully considered tluH wtjrk «uu' of (he tlneHt j 
succcHHoe of hia reign and more tluiu onn\ 
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latter be given a worthy part in the proceedings. 
There was always a strong democratic strain mn- 
nmg through all that Napoleon III thought and did. 
The Minister of State made a speech, describing the 
Emperor’s plans and the manner in which they had 
been executed, after which a number of medals and 
awards were distributed, and every one of the arti- 
sans, contractors and workmen was called up to the 
platform to receive from the Emperor’s own hand 
the reward which had been allotted to him. Then 
came the sovereign’s speech, recalling the different 
phases through which the Louvre passed under the 
Monarchy, the Empire and the Eepubhc. “The com- 
pletion of the Louvre,” he said in conclusion, “is 
not the caprice of a moment, it is the realization of 
a plan conceived for the greater glory of France, 
and sustained by the interest of our country during 
more than three hundred years.” 

It was a day of enthusiastic rejoicing. That eve- 
ning, a banquet, presided over by M. Fould, was 
given, the greater number of the four hundred and 
seventy guests present being workmen; among these 
was a woman, the widow of a sawyer who, on the 
death of her husband, had obtained permission to 
take his place at the works. She was present as the 
Empress’ guest and at her special request. When, 
the next day, the Emperor read in the public prints 
the account of this banquet and learned of the pres- 
ence of “your widow,” as he said quizzingly to the 
Empress, he remarked with a smile: “Well, you see, 
there must always be a woman in it.” 

August 15th, the birthday of Napoleon and the 
national holiday of the Second Empire, was cele- 
brated with greater enthusiasm than usual this year. 
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ing individuality of the Conqueror of Gaul attracted 
him singularly. So, filled with enthusiasm, he drew 
up a plan of his intended work, in accordance with 
which it should comprise two distinct parts — ^the war 
against Gaul, and the Civil War, with a description 
of Eome and of the world in general at the time of ' 
Caesar’s greatest power and fame. 

The work was commenced in 1860. The Emperor 
and his collaborators, M. Mocquard, his principal 
private secretary, and M. Maury, librarian at the 
Tuileries, member of the Institute and later direc- 
tor of the archives, started researches in all the chief 
libraries of Europe and especially in those of Paris 
and Eome, for everything that might in any way 
relate to the subject in question — manuscripts, 
plans, maps and drawings. M. Eeynier at the Vat- 
ican, and M. Eenan at the Paris National Library, 
hunted for details with the greatest care and inde- 
fatigability. 

Topography and the question of fortifications 
were both to be treated with much detail in this re- 
constitution of the life of Caesar. Quite by chance 
the Emperor discovered an exceedingly devoted and 
very competent military collaborator in the person 
of Baron Stotfel, captain in the artillery stationed 
at Auxonne, where he occupied his leisure hours, 
which are not few in a garrison life, by writing a 
very complete and learned book on the fortifications 
of Alesia, the famous fortified capital of Vercinge- 
torix, the Gallic leader who was defeated by Caesar. 
His treatise was submitted to the Emperor for ap- 
proval. Napoleon found it most interesting and had 
it published in full in the Moniteur, the official jour- 
nal of the Empire. He then invited Baron Stoffel to 
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enter tlie Iiuperiiil military luniHi‘h«>lc! ami entnwtocl 
liim with a nerien of topographieal miHHieiiH 
variiiiiH piirt.H of nm ieiit (tniil, ami Inter «n, in Italy. 
By thin mennH. the piunn nf hutt!e«, whieh are only 
vaguely imiieated in the were fully 

deHerihed. Baron StolTid aUo tmdertocik extetml%^o 
reHeareheH of n more literary nature, and when tho 
Emperor, for pthitienl rtnisonn, finally id>andom»cl 
tin* id«‘ti of tilt' Hceond portittn tif the prtiptwi'tl worlcj. 
this ttflieer pnhliHhetl umh‘r hia t»wii namt' a Historj/ 
af thr f’li'i/ irnr. tlerlveii from noten prepnrt'd hy 
the Kmperor hitnnt'lf, or by thoae anting under lim 
ordt'ra. 

StuiH' euritmity hnn at timen been e^cpreniied tm to 
wlm wt're the «»ther eollaborntora of the Kmpt'ror in 
tliiH imptirtuiit litt'rnry undertaking. I am in a ptmi^ 
tion to givi* the fnvU on thin point. 

To the three prlneipid eollaborntorM who have juBt 
been nnmetl, may be added Bninpi'r .Merimee, who 
gave many HUggentionH ami abamituieti hin intentiojv 
of publiHhing a Homan hintory, for wltieh he hatJ 
alreatly eolleetml n lurgt' amount of mntt'rinl M. 
Vietor lHiruy. the diHtinguiHhed historian and Min- 
later of Bub'lio Iimtruetiim umler the Empire, had 
nnmertuw eonverHatimiK on the nubjeet with Napo— 
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historian. A young man attached to the Louvre Mu- 
seum, M. Frdhner, who was highly recommended by 
the Grand Duke of Baden, came several times each 
week to the Tuileries and spent several hours trans- 
lating and commenting on the opinions of the Ger- 
man writer. 

At this period the Emperor left the Empress^ 
apartments about eight o’clock, every evening, and 
remained in his private apartments till a very late 
hour. But if he ceased writing before half past 
eleven, he would often return for a cup of tea with 
Eugenie and her friends ; otherwise he would go on 
working till the small hours of the morning. The 
chief valet, Felix, had great trouble in drawing him 
from his labor. “Sire,” he would say, “it is mid- 
night,” or “half past twelve” or “past one 
o’clock,” as the case might be, adding a moment 
after: “His Majesty’s doctors have prohibited such 
late work.” “Yes, yes, but this isn’t work,” replied 
the Emperor smiling; and he would often remain a 
considerable time longer at his writing table. 

But, notwithstanding these late watches, the Em- 
peror always rose early. And yet, at this very 
moment, his enemies accused him of leading a life 
entirely devoted to pleasure and laziness. How little 
they knew him, and how little they knew of many of 
the other virtues which dwelt within the four walls 
of the Tuileries, where these ill-judging critics pre- 
tended to see only unworthiness. Nothing pained the 
Emperor and the Empress more than these unfair 
and unfriendly judgments. 

Besides these scholars and archivists who lent 
their competent collaboration to the Emperor, he 
always counted among his most valued cooperators 
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rule, naturally Rcrved aa a tarp;et for the enemies of 
the Empire'. The (ie'clnrationa on this point of Hegel 
and (‘(main \V(‘re ('videnily forgotten, by these bitter 
partiaaiiH# aa wan al.st) MomuiHen’s remark that ‘ ‘ cer- 
tain. men an> born to eonunand nations as the wind 
comnuuidH the ehnnls.” 

On the olht'r luuul, it was admitted that the Em- 
peror did not exnggernfe his iiero’s (pialities as an 
{‘XcuHo for hi.M fniillH. Ou'Har’H cruel treatment of 
thcj gloriously (lefeated Verciugc'torix was in no wise 
aiteimat(*d; btil, at Ihe Kame tinu', the author re- 
minded bin readt'rs that the compiest of (laid was 
till' first h((‘p ill fln' eivili'/aiiou of France, and, 
therefore, was of very gri'at importance from the 
point of vii'W of h'reneh nationality. The Hccpienco 
of ehapit'rs was gi'ui'raily praised, as also the clear 
ami Holier style, anti the great nsefulncHS of the 
work, geograjihieully, was also pointed out. 

iMerimee, who, ns we have seen, was to some 
extent a eelhdiorator and eennst'lor, devoted two 
articles to the Life ttf (Vr-s-m* in the Journal de.s 
h'aviutis, the eelehrated oOieial periodical of BTonch 
Hcholars. Tlu'st' artitdes, where praise was by no 
menUH umni.xed witli eritieism of a rather adverse 
kiml, satiHlii'd both tin* Einpi'ror and the Institute. 
Silvt'stre fie Saey, Prevost Puradol, and many other 
Bb-eneh ami foreign erlticH of weight also expressed 
their opinion of the work, and all united in praising 
its Heif'idfie value, though Home condemned the the- 
oricH which it set forth ami advocati'd. 

Two opinions eonemmiiig this work are especially 
worthy of hei ng efmsidt'red, as they come from de- 
tf'rmined atlversarieH of the Erniiire and at the same 
time from cli'Ver writers. Mv onotations in this con- 



wht'ii wriliiiK to a fru-iHi: 

**Frc)in a litornry |nunt of \lvw, tho work 
without n flaw, anil that dm’H iu»t {m^un tim 
atlmctivcnoHH or rohir; all ih nsarvolou.^ 
iolxjr, vivid and full. It la without douht 1 
of great hdnjr, but nowhore ia thoro evi 


from the lips of an enuliio thittkor wlio mt) 
warka of all the anelent hiatorlanH with 3<ue 
that one fancied one can hear earh of the: 
tliia aynopHin of hia own htH>k. piu’aoui 
oiationH are very brief, hut eseelleutly te 
and if the eolor in Hoher, the tiehi^ru ia all 1] 
and tht» ahaft atrikea more keenly. I’o gr 
idea of the volume it would lu* neei'Haary 
several paHHagen, for no one haa exprenat 
iKitter. A work ho tuninentlv both hv ita er 


of ukm« and to help the worbr^ progren 
tion alone prcMlueed it, not the deMire to 


oonstquently my judpnent was perfectly i 
ant and I oonsidorod that the Imok liaci gre 
I wat idMolutoIy sure that it wa« ontiroly, i 
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out any eorri'ction, th(‘ work of him who signed it. 
Tht'ruf(>r(‘ my impartial praise was due to his real 
talent.” This was a notably friendly criticism and 
the Empt‘ror saw that his thanks reached the dis- 
tinguiHhi‘d \vrit(*r of it. 

Ximenf'H Doudan, the delkuito essayist of the Or- 
h'aniHl group, who so often spoke bitterly against 
the Empire, eoiifessed on this occasion: “I am read- 
ing the lAfc of Canar and I have felt no compunc- 
tious shivers whih^ perusing it. To bo impartial, I 
find ther(‘ is a ('(‘rtain merit in the lujok. The con- 
(luesi of Italy by the Uoinatis is, perhaps, much too 
long for an Infroduetion, hut the whole thing is 
hrouglit <iut with a e(*rUiin vigor and imlcpcndeiioe 
of judgment.” 

The qiiestitm has lu'en sonudimes asked as to just 
Imw mueh of this history was really tlie work of 
Napoletm III himself. The answer is that the idea 
of making sueh a h<iok was wholly the Emperor’s 
and many of tlu' pages were entirely written by his 
hand, whih* not oiu' was hdl unto\iched by his prac- 
ticed ptm. Mncli of the purely bistoric and teebnioal 
matter was furnished by the Hijecialists and scholars 
whoBr* immt*H hnvi* been givim above. They pro- 
vided tin* skeleton, but it was the Emperor who put 
the flesli oil thc’se tlry lames and gave life and color 
to the whole. It must not be forgotten tlint Napoleon 
lU, like Napoleon I, had had conHkIerablo training 
in the art of compuHitkm and book-making before he 
eamo to the throne. IIi^ used to say sometimes: ”I 
often feel t!mt I would like to lay down the scepter 
for a HmiHon and take up the quill The only risk 
would bo that I would iiovor wish to go back to the 
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scepter again. ^Oacoethes scribendi’ ought to have 
been in my armorial bearings.’’ 

After glancing over the first copy of the Casar 
just fresh from the press, he turned to the Empress 
and exclaimed with a smile: ‘^We have two children 
now, though you are the mother of only one of them, 
and the better one, of course.” One of the fond 
dreams of his exile was to find the time and health 
to revise this Life of Ccesar, and the accomplishment 
of this desire was repeatedly pressed upon him by a 
famous London publisher who probably saw a com- 
mercial profit in the undertaking. But all the Em- 
peror had m view was to render a good book still 
better. 

The Emperor did all in his power to bring over to 
the Second Empire intellectual France, fully aware 
of the important part played in a nation by its 
writers, professors, artists and scientists. This was 
a difficult task and Napoleon was only partly suc- 
cessful in his bold and wise effort. The whole Insti- 
tute, and chiefly that section of it known as the 
French Academy, formed an almost constant center 
of opposition during the Second Empire, though 
there were a few short periods of tranquillity, when 
the two combatants rested on their arms. 

The weapons employed by the members of the 
Institute were epigrams and more or less trans- 
parent belittling allusions by means of which it 
was hoped to undermine the government. The Or- 
leanist and clerical element was very powerfully 
represented in the different sections of the Institute, 
and, by joining force with the republicans, they 
managed to domineer, and tried to force on their 
colleagues candidates for election who were openly 
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hostile to the Empire. This is not the place to ex- 
amine these academic quarrels too minntely, and I 
will glance only at the principal ones which the gov- 
ernment took more especially to heart. 

Defeated in their political hopes by the Coup 
d’Etat, the representatives of the old politick 
parties in the Institute determined to take their 
revenge. The first warning of this kind which the 
government of the Prince-President received was 
given even before “the 2nd of December,” by the 
choice of Montalembert to succeed to the seat in the 
French Academy made vacant by the death of the 
historian Droz. Montalembert had not refused the 
government’s support at this election. Quite the 
contrary, he came forward as the official candidate. 
But, nevertheless, his election was significant, for it 
meant, as the Emperor well expressed it in a private 
conversation at that moment, “the defence of tem- 
poral power and religious liberty,” and it even gave 
rise to a slight dispute with the Elysee, the Presi- 
dent hesitating to give his consent that Montalem- 
bert ’s reception discourse at the Academy be 
printed in the exact terms in which he had delivered 
it. Though Prince Louis Napoleon and this cele- 
brated liberal did not always agree in the field of 
politics, they often met in a friendly way on other 
and less slippery grounds. 

At the same time, there was another squabble with 
the government concerning the choice of the per- 
manent secretaries of some of the sections of the In- 
stitute. The Academy of Fine Arts dared not nom- 
inate M. Vitet, the distinguished art critic, who was 
known to be a sworn enemy of the Empire, but chose 
in his stead the musician Halevy. This action leav- 
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scepter again. ^Cacoethes scribendi’ ought to have 
been in my armorial bearings. ’ ’ 

After glancing over the first copy of the CcBsar 
jnst fresh from the press, he turned to the Empress 
and exclaimed with a smile: ‘‘We have two children 
now, though yon are the mother of only one of them, 
and the better one, of course.” One of the fond 
dreams of his exile was to find the time and health 
to revise this Life of CcBsar, and the accomphshment 
of this desire was repeatedly pressed upon him by a 
famous London publisher who probably saw a com- 
mercial profit in the undertaking. But all the Em- 
peror had in view was to render a good book still 
better. 

The Emperor did all in his power to bring over to 
the Second Empire intellectual France, fully aware 
of the important part played in a nation by its 
writers, professors, artists and scientists. This was 
a difficult task and Napoleon was only partly suc- 
cessful in his bold and wise effort. The whole Insti- 
tute, and chiefly that section of it known as the 
French Academy, formed an almost constant center 
of opposition during the Second Empire, though 
there were a few short periods of tranquillity, when 
the two combatants rested on their arms. 

The weapons employed by the members of the 
Institute were epigrams and more or less trans- 
parent belittling allusions by means of which it 
was hoped to undermine the government. The Or- 
leanist and clerical element was very powerfully 
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hostile to the Empire. This is not the place to ex- 
amine these academic quarrels too minutely, and I 
will glance only at the principal ones which the gov- 
ernment took more especially to heart. 

Defeated in their political hopes by the Coup 
d’Etat, the representatives of the old political 
parties in the Institute determined to take their 
revenge. The first warning of this kind which the 
government of the Prince-President received was 
given even before 'Hhe 2nd of December/' by the 
choice of Montalembert to succeed to the seat in the 
French Academy made vacant by the death of the 
historian Droz. Montalembert had not refused the 
government’s support at this election. Quite the 
contrary; he came forward as the official candidate. 
But, nevertheless, his election was significant, for it 
meant, as the Emperor well expressed it in a private 
conversation at that moment, ‘‘the defence of tem- 
poral power and religious liberty,” and it even gave 
rise to a slight dispute with the Elysee, the Presi- 
dent hesitating to give his consent that Montalem- 
bert ’s reception discourse at the Academy be 
printed in the exact terms in which he had delivered 
it. Though Prince Louis Napoleon and this cele- 
brated liberal did not always agree in the field of 
politics, they often met in a friendly way on other 
and less slippery grounds. 

At the same time, there was another squabble with 
the government concerning the choice of the per- 
manent secretaries of some of the sections of the In- 
stitute. The Academy of Fine Arts dared not nom- 
inate M. Vitet, the distinguished art critic, who was 
known to be a sworn enemy of the Empire, hut chose 
in his stead the musician Halevy. This action leav- 
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ing a chair vanant, M. Hippolyfc Furtuul, 
of Publics luHtriicliou, wan M. Flic 

mout, Hciiatofi rcpliHH'tl I''raiiccnH A rage; 
death, an Pc'nuaiiciit Scerftary t»f tlja An 
Scionct?, umi Marnhal V'ailluut wan oUHitiH; 
oruiy acadcuuichui in thin Hnua* Hcctiim cjf 
tute, ThcHt* nuniiaatiiUiH were iiapitrtnin 


aioiJH granted ta the* gtsviTiiHHuit, th<Uigh at 
time the Fnmeh Academy Hlunvfcl itnelf (»p 
ti!e. Alfred de MuhhcI, the pnef, \vlu» rephi 
eier4)tipaty» the draiiiatiHt, e«iuhl imf he ci 
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could have h(‘<‘u in tho Acad('my’s chosen candidate 
only tho orator and author; the adversary of to-day 
would have heeii reiiuunhered only as the former 
defender.” But Berrycu* did not not go to the Tuile- 
ries and remained in hin Helf-clioHon isolation, as far 
as tho vSecond Empire was concerned, to tho end of 
his life. 

M. Fortoul refirgnniHod tho Academy of Moral 
and Ptditieui HeiemwK, of tho InHlituto, so that it 
bommo poHsihle to introduce into that section ten 
important men ladonging to tho government, diplom- 
acy and tho army. I^y moans of these nominations— 
muc.h c.ritioii^tnl of o.ourHo, hy tho opposition — the 
fonnor nmjhmity in that section was changed; in- 
stead of ht’ing nidi-governmontal, it was now friend- 
ly to tiu* Empire. dduH diminutive literary coup 
dhitat Iiad a good offoet on tho official learned world 
and aceompliHiuai its purijose, Tho French Acad- 
emy, warned hy this {*xampl(*, became more cautions 
and its (^pigram.s and opposition showed a somewhat 
less virulent spirit. For a exTtain period now mem- 
bers wc*ri' elioHen unanimouHly. Thus, Mgr. Dupan- 
loup, Bisliop of OrhmuH, Hylvoatre do Saoy, Legouv6, 
PouKiird, till* dramatic poet, and Biot, tho mathema- 
tician, all mitered tin? Academy without difficulty. 
An attempt was made to obliterate party lines, The 
Duo Vidor de Hrogliis son-indaw of Mmo. de Stael 
and former Ministem under Louis Philippe, also 
entered wilhcnd much opposition. Such, however, 
was not th(» ease when Comte do Palloux was 
brought forward, Vitilently attacked by the repub- 
lican press, but supported by the Catholics, the 
author of the Education law of 1B50 had to fight 
against a powerful competitor, Emile Augier, then 
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at tho IioiKlit of Ilia renown. Fallonx waa vie 
howovor, thouKh Anider waa (‘lectcnl aomo 
later, dof eating Victor dc* Laprade, who la 
cecded to Miiaaet. The introduction into th 
emy of theae brilliant men waa a moral de] 
th(» Second Empire, hut by thi' eh'ction a 
Sandeau, the frienda of literature and the 
ment were in tlndr turn vietorimm. 

Do Toccpieville’a death gave fine to vigoro 
petition in tho Aendemy. An important eii 
aroBo, Fatlier laieordairt*, t!ii> etdehratiHl t 
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of Protestant and Catholic thought. Lacordaire, by 
the way, only went three or four times to the A^d- 
emy, for he died some months after his admission, 
much to my regret, for I always considered birn one 
of the greatest preachers of the church. 

Lacordaire 's vacant chair was filled by Prince 
Albert de Broglie— another Orleanist and anti-Bon- 
apartist victory, which was followed by a struggle, 
where thirteen ballots were taken for the election of 
a member to succeed Scribe. Octave Feuillet, the 
novelist, supported by the Tuileries, finally carried 
the day. Then the Orleaiio-Gatholics again tri- 
umphed with M. Dufaure and the Comte de Came. 
In 1865, Camille Doucet, an ardent Bonapartist, de- 
feated the poet Autran, who, however, succeeded in 
obtaining a seat in 1868. Jules Janin, the celebrated 
critic of the Journal des TMhats, a candidate some 
years previously, entered the Academy in 1870. His 
opposition to the Empire was one of the causes of 
the delay. Meanwhile, were elected, CuviHier- 
Fleury, former preceptor of the Due d Aumale and 
consequently an Orleanist, and Prevost-Paradol, the 
liberal writer who later became an open ally of the 
Empire, and then, as though filled with remorse at 
his change of face, took his life with his own hands. 
He was French Minister at "Washington at the 
moment of his suicide, which was largely due to the 
outbreak of the Franco-German War. 

Father Gratry and Jules Favre were the two anti- 
podes in candidates elected during the last years of 
the Empire. The government did not seek to oppose 
the former, who was a talented orator and the candi- 
date of the Catholic party; but it was pained by the 
coalition set on foot between republicans and Cath- 
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tomary visit to the head of the State which always 
follows an admission to the French Academy. “I 
don’t wish to force anybody to do homage to the 
Empire,” Napoleon III said one day to me d propos 
of these elections. “If these brilliant Frenchmen 
can’t appreciate the grandeur of the Napoleonic 
idea, it is their loss. Bonapartism is a historic fact 
and academicians who have not yet learned this are 
to be pitied. We move on and leave them in the 
wake.” 

The very important election of M. Emile Ollivier, 
who succeeded his friend, Lamartine, took place in 
April, 1870. This candidature had been proposed by 
Montalembert, who died before his candidate was 
accepted by the Academy, and then events so quick- 
ened their pace, that the Empire fell before M. 
Emile Ollivier could be officially received into the 
augnst company. When, later, he sought to defend, 
in his reception speech, the sovereign whose minis- 
ter he had been, he encountered violent hostility on 
the part of some of his colleagues. Having refused 
most decidedly to modify the document as he was 
asked to do, M. Ollivier preferred to suppress it 
altogether. This happened in 1871:, long after the 
fall of the Empire of which he was the last Prime 
Minister, and the episode was an excellent finale of 
the long and often bitter conflict between the Insti- 
tute, especially the section which is the gem of this 
famous body — the French Academy — and the gov- 
ernment of the Empire. In the person and talent of 
Emile Ollivier, Napoleon III found a defender 
worthy of the cause. Living to an advanced age, M. 
Ollivier was able in brilliant conversation and on the 
lecture platform, where his oratory always made a 

411 



n 


tho Kmfwrar find lhi» hmprt'KH wvn> fdwn} 
what «i»rvoiiii lent miHfurtimn nhould hi 
only diri'ct tiidr to tho throno. lliit ^♦vl*n n i 
iolieitudo far an mily non giivi< wuy hof 
gmntiT dnngnr to wlutdi tlin F#ni|K*rt»r wan 
pcmiHl from tho wild not of mmo oriink « 
political nmrdcrcr. 


ominsidor M. Ptfdri, l»t« drawn up for mi* 




BPISODKS IN THE EMPBEOB’S LIFE 

they show that though attempts are often made on 
the life of the heads of states, these abominable acts 
fortunat(‘ly seldom sucoced. This fact should give 
new cumrngt* to rulers and should deter evil-doers 
from making these terrible efforts to destroy worthy 
8oV(‘reignH. This is, indeed, the chief reason why 
I have veudured in these memoirs to touch on this 
rather repelling subject. 

The first of these attempts on the Emperor’s life 
was that known as “the hippodrome plot.” It was 
discovered by the police on Jumi b, 1853, and was 
the work (sf a sc'cret society of worknum associated 
later with a S(*cret society of siudents. Having failed 
at the hippodnune, the same e^mspirators tried to 
carry out their sehemc at the Opera Oomique on 
July bill, hut failed. In November, cightoon conspir- 
ators were senlenced to heavy ponaltios, and two 
months later, some forty or fifty more arrests were 
made and all those arrested oondomnod. Among 
these was a young student of twenty-two, Arthur 
Hane., who later beeamt* u senator, aud the editor-in- 
chief of a Paris daily. 

That same ycuir, on Heptember 12tli, an attempt 
was math' to blow up a train from Oalais to Tour- 
nay, in whieb tin* Emperor was to have traveled on 
a visit to the King of the Belgians. Fortunately, the 
visit was countermanded at the last moment. The 
plan was itj place on the line a tube containing some 
four pounds «)f fulminate of mercury, which was 
eonnectetl, by means of a carefully hidden wire, 
with a Bunstm battery placed some hundreds of 
yards from the atation. It was calculated to explode 
as tho Emperor’s car passed over it. 

Both of Uicse plots had been hatclied in Franco. 
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But all fhoso wliich followrd wore? orffaui7.pd cndHido 
of Frauoo, chiefly iu where the Italian 

Hoci(dieH were ^^tUH'rally the inHii^cnttirK, tlie cele- 
brated Mazziiii hc‘injii: the main inapireT and tin* ref- 
tigeea hi L(»ndnn hin innf rurnentH. Thia wan an ex- 
ceedingly dangertniH body of men, fi>r they pre- 
tended to he actuated Hohdy by polititnl rnotiveH, and 
Maxxini whh a geniua fer eoiiMpirney. Ilia prineipnl 
ndo waa that if an elYort of thin nort wan tn have 
a chance of Hnecena, only a few perncJiiH Hhmdd he 
admitted to the aecret. Ko he nev«»r «ent nmre than 
four or five men to France to carry e‘nt a pltd. 

The firat of theH(» Italian attempts took plnec‘ on 
April 2H, 1855. Ahonl five oVloek in tin* evening, the 
Emperor wuh riding up the (’hampn KlyneeH, netnnu- 
pnnied by an aide de eamp and fnllowed hy an 
equerry, when Hudtlenly, an individual, eomiitg fr«mi 
one of the aide-walkH, advaneed enlmly tt» wards the 
Emperor nnd tired two kIiciIh at him frtnu a tlmihlc*- 
barreled piatol. Tln» Emperor was nut hit. Oat' of 
tlie policemen on duty, nnimnl Aleasajulri, ruHlnnl 
forward, aeiised the villain by the throat ami wuh 
about to diapateh him, when the Emperor, who nb 
moat alone in the vuhI crowd fnul m»t hwl fiin satui- 
froid^ ordered that bin life be apitred. Wlaai the 
priHoiier wma Hearelnai, it. wan found that he hml tm 
lurii another pistol and a dagger. The Empinor, 
c?acorled by a vast coneourse of jieiipli* «f jdl eioalt- 
tions, rtfturned to tlie 'I'uileries. The EmpreSH heard 
nnd Haw th«» crowd aa it approaehetl the pnbiee. anti 
at first, not knowing what had liii|ipem*«{, fearetl it 
will a mob bent mi evil. She htirri«»ci to meet the 
Emp«ror at the entrancMJ of the Tuilerios, itiid ns they 
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embraced, he said smilingly: “This is a funny land, 
where men are shot at like sparrows. ’ ’ 

The would-be assassin’s name was G-iovanni 
Pianori. He was a shoemaker by trade and had 
come over from England. He was condemned to 
death and executed. But he would reveal nothing, 
so that it was never known if the man had any 
accomplices. All this terrible mystery that sur- 
rounded these awful deeds added to the horror 
which they inspired in the Empress, and there were 
moments, following each of these attempts when she 
wished that they were far from the dangerous 
throne and living in private life in some secluded 
spot. But when the Empress spoke in this mood, the 
Emperor would say: “But in your quiet retreat, a 
tree might fall on us and kill us, or, if we remained 
in the city, a tile might tumble on our heads !” 

Cardinal Antonelli, the Pope’s secretary of state, 
was on very good terms with the Emperor at this 
time, as was, in fact, the whole Papal court, so 
thankful they were for the care which France had 
for Eoman interests; and he kept the court in- 
formed concerning the movements of dangerous 
characters both in Italy and at London. For in- 
stance, the Cardinal warned the government that 
Pianori ’s brother was coming from Italy to kill the 
Emperor and revenge this brother’s death. This 
precious information reached Paris six hours before 
the arrival of the would-he assassin. He was, in con- 
sequence, arrested at the railway station as he left 
the train, was tried and sent to Cayenne where he 
died. 

The eagerness of Italian revolutionists to destroy 
the Emperor was because they considered that his 
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EmptTor when ht* was given the details of the plot; 
"hut I httVf Frimee with me; and that Is enough.” 

I nciw (’time tti the iiumt natoricms of all these ter- 
rihl(‘ miu’lunnliena. An extraordinary gala perform- 
ance wan given at Iht* Opi’ra on Tliursday, January 
14, 1H5H, f«r the lameflt of the famous barytone Mas- 
Hol 1'he {irtigram eomprlHcd a fragment of the 
Hcccnul act of Wilhvim Tvll, with Mme. Mario Bussy, 
and Me^araJteimrdJ'hin and Masaol in the principal 
parts; frngrneniH of Maria Stmri by Schiller, with 
Mme. UiHiuri in the h’liding rfdo; the second act of 
ha Afutia tit l*artiei\ and finally the ballet from the 
Maaked Hull of llmtav-m //. 

The Kmper(}r and tin' Kinprcsa bad promised to 
Im present at Indf past enght, the reigning Duke of 
Haxe ('tdonirg iiwailed the arrival of the Imperial 
carriagt* fit the foot of the grand staircase. The 
night wii« very fine and the boulevards and streets 
all round the Opera, which was then situated in the 
Hue L(* Heletier, were crowded, At the half hour the 
Iinperiid procoxwioii turned into the Hue Le Pelotier 
with n group of laiicera. Firal came a carriage con- 
taining tin* oflieerji oil tiuty, and then the landau bear- 
ing tlm Fanperor, the KmpresH and General Comte 
Hoguet, aide (|e wiffip. The Imperial carriage 
idarkeni’d i{» pace wdieii the chief entrance to tho 
theater wsm remdied, in order to enter the special 
pasHagi* reserved for the sovereigns at the far end 
of the poriieo. At that very moment three Rucces- 
f(i%'o ex|il«^ioiiM wofe heard, A bomb had been 
throw^n Indihid llie ofTirer*! carriage and in front of 
the Imperial liiiniati, « i#ocmd one had fallen near 
the carriage to the left and a third had rolled under 
the etrriftge Haelf. 
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same fiiti' luul lu'fii HlmriHl hy several women and 
childriMi ill tht‘ cruwtl, by Home of the Paris Guards, 
niul poiieoiuon who wore on duty at the theater 

ontnini’o. 

Tin* i>nni(^ was M:i*m‘rally outHide the theater, and 
iuHule the mimtttJii wiih uIho eoiiHidovuhle. After the 
first ordiTH hml hiam y:\vvn for aHsislancc to the 
injurmh tlii' FmjH-ror and the EmpresH advanced 
towardH tin- n.yul hcix. Tlum nhe found that the 
Huite wan not eomplett*, and that Mine, do Saucy do 
I’nrahere and aimthfr huiy of the palace, pushed by 
the er«iwd iiilo the ntmly oeeupii'd hy Babin, the 
thentrienl m.stimu'r, ^ol lo.nt in the dark corridors. 
So for n fow nnxiouH iiuimentH EuKeuie feared that 
thcHe faithful euinpanioiiH had met with lumn. 

Ah tin* I'huperiir iind tin* EmprcKH entered their 
box, till' out ire imdieuce aroHi* and ohoerod and 
ohfH’retl aj^aln with imieHerihahle entlinHlasm. They 
repenliMlly hi>ueil in aekmiwhal^ment of this warm 
greetini^ ami then Hat down (pdidly hh the perform- 
ance wan ahmit to hei^im It wan WUhdm Tell 
Tlamgh throimdatul these trying momentB Eugenie 
aneeeeded in relaiiditg her premmce of mind, and 
tried to let no appear of the deep emotion she 
was liihoriii^: umler, iieverlhelcHH ahe was oxcood- 
ingiy iinxitutH until the ineHneiiger aent in haato to 
the TuilerieM returned and uHnured the Emperor and 
the KinpreHH that the Eriiiee Imperlni waa safe and 
iotind. 

In the meant iiiie the entertainment continued 
without any idleralioii in the program. Even the 
marked bidl bidlet, which re|ireHWitH the murder of 
(luMtavi^ II of Swtnlen, was given juat ae it stood. 
Throughout the performance, the audience ap- 
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plaudecl wildly, turning frcun timn to time to the 
Imporinl box, oBpocially at tin* moment when Mine. 
Kistori gave the paBsage where Mario Btuart, Hpeak- 
ing to Mortimer, Bayn: “11 brareio del aieurio! E 
(pieHto U aolo, il mio vero terroreP’ (‘aim and un- 
moved, the Emperor eanl at Mme, Rintori a glance 
full of an expri'KKion tlint the gr(*at tragedioimo 
never Rirgot, an ahe afterwards told me. 

The Emperor and the EmpreH.H remained until the 
end cjf the performance, during the progrena of 
which they were viaitotl in their box, w'here new's was 
brought them coriceniing the wmumled, by King 



Wh«» tbi Emperor and th© Emprcat loft the 
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tbeaii'r, t!»’y {‘tnnui tla* tMmlevartia apocially illmn- 
lUiti th»‘y WiTt* ('nthuttiiiBtically cheered as 
tlicy piiHHi’tl thnnjKli tlu‘ crt>wdi‘(l Btreets on their 
way t« tht* paljifc* \vhsTt‘ Hcvcral ambasaadors and 
8t‘nati»rB awnitfd tlnin, nm»lh<'r evidi'iu'O of the great 
eati'i’in in whi^’ii tin* i’hii|HTor wan hohl by high and 
low 1‘bi‘y ofliot r«‘t'allc{l Unit evening, and 

while tls»’y ri'jm*iiibrrfil H|}iTially the victims who, 
in the fulflUne at uf tln-ir dnly, nr in aearch of pleas- 
ure, had fallen by the bomlm of Ormni and Ida ac- 
cmnpliees, what iianie the immi lasting impression 


and that Tieri lind been arrested the day of the 
explcisiftii, f**r th«' pulier were aware of the plot and 
ilep« lifid nlri'jidy br«-ti inkeii to pft^vont its execu- 
tion. Who run t^iiy wln-tlief the bomb which Fieri 
waa let liiivo wnuld n«tt have been fatal to 

tho Kfitperurf *rids «|U«*«tinn w*as asked on every 
band. Thtntgb hr hml l•«eliped, Napoleon and bu- 
g^niii were for rejoiring, for there were many 
oibtr virliiiis, IIS hii« jiist aaid, and they foit 
di«p iorfow a« lliry Ibitughl of these livtfs cut abort 
or in tint greateMi danger by the bombs which had 
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be.on iiitcnuliHl ft>r ihc‘m, Tho Hinperor {uul tlu* Ern- 
preHH drove out together the tiext day, January Ihtli, 
in an open cnrringt\ pasHing through the lKJuli»V{irdH 
without eneort, and vinited at tin* htsHpitaln of tlie 
(JroH (‘nillou and the \'nl de (Iraee tlu* wtmnded nuni 
who had ftjrined part of the eneort on tin* previous 
evening. 

On January It>th an onieial reeeption wna Iu*ld at 
the Tuih‘rieH ff>r the nnunher.H of the Oiplomntio 
OorpH, the Henate, tin* LegiHlative t'orpn, tlie Oouu- 
cil of State, and the .Munieipal t’oiinei! (d' 1‘ariH, On 
this oeenHion Hpeeehea were «»uh» by the preHideutH 
of the Henntt* and the LegiHlative eorpn, M. Trop- 
long and M. de Moray, which wi*n* idled with loyal 
Hentiinent. The papiWH puhliHhed, the name day, tlie 
naincH id the one hundred and eighteen pernoiiH who 
had been wounded or killed, and deHerihed in detail 
the admirable bravery of tin* laneera of the Huite, 
the jireHtuiee of mind of t^unrtermn.Hter t 'uialn nnd of 
(hirpornl Prudhonune. On the 17th there wan a 
reception for the gcmeralH, ailmiralH nnd all the otlnw 
ofBei’rH then preaeiit in Ihirin, whih' the Onrdinal 
ArelihiHliop of PariM presided fit a T<* !>eum which 
wii« Hung at Notre Onine. (‘ongrnhdationa on their 
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Emperor among the police, lancers, and Paris 
Guards who had risked their lives on that tragic 
evening. 

These details are given to bring out the fact that 
the sovereigns, the high officials, the journals and 
the people all united as one on this occasion, a fine 
proof of the popularity and stability of the throne 
at this moment. 

Meanwhile the news from abroad was far from 
quieting the public mind at home. From Italy and 
England came information concerning a vast plot 
which had been prepared and which showed that 
the Emperor’s life was in constant and growing 
danger. Nothing else was talked of at the ball given 
by the English ambassador on January 25th, the 
day on which was celebrated in London the mar- 
riage of Princess Victoria with Prince Frederick of 
Prussia, the future Frederick III. It was only nat- 
ural, therefore, that the Emperor should feel some 
concern over tliis state of things. Not only was his 
life in danger, but the peace of the country was 
threatened. He was still further alarmed on reading 
the reports sent to Count Walewski, the natural son 
of Napoleon I, Foreign Minister at this moment, by 
the Prince de la Tour d ’Auvergne, then French min- 
ister at Turin. This all caused Napoleon to think of 
the future, to consider what would be the situation 
of France in the event of his being murdered. He 
often examined at this time the eventuality of a 
Regent and a child-Emperor. He took necessary 
military measures and divided the troops in the in- 
terior of the Empire into five large military com- 
mands which he entrusted to the marshals of 
Prance. Letters patent dated February 1, 1858, con- 

423 



ferrecl on the himprcHH the title <»£ Uepfc^iit, to bo 
valid from tlie clay of the jiunuitiiig to the throne 
of the Prinee hii|H'rinl. A deerec' of the* aaine date 
iuHtifutc’d a privy eoiuudl eonipoHCHl of Biieh pillura 
of the Heeond Mnipire an (‘ardinal Morlot, the 
Marnhal Due do MnlakolT, M, Achille Fould, MiniH« 
ter, M. Trophuig*, Prenidcuit of the xSenatc*, Dointi' do 
Moray, M. Barcudie, Miniator, and Domte de Per- 
aiRiiy. Finally, while the trial of Oraitii and Iuh 
fUiCJoinplieeH wna under W’liy, (leneral lOnpinaHW* wan 
c’ldled to tile Ministry of the Interior with the 
title of Adjutant-Miiiiater of Puhlio Hafcdy. TIuh 
nomiaalitm, made in tenna whieh indientcal future 
rc'preHaivt* meaHureH, eniiKcul Home HuriiriHo. It waa 
in fact, done in an annwer to an addreaH from the 
cHjloiielH cjf the army, wdio demmueed Knghuul, aa 
‘'a mur{h*rer*H refuge, a aheltc^r for aHHaHaina,” who 
had, for tlie numt part, really eome from Italy, de- 
tennhual to kill the KmjM‘ror. Puhlte Hentimmit even 
demanded that Hevere meuHurc'H he taken ngninat 
former deported and auHpiH'ted French «ubject», and 


of Dwini drove Napoleon III, in wpitc* c»f htinmdf, to 
take atern «tepi to protect himaelf, the tlirmte, and 
the tranquillity of the Freumh nation, lie lilwayn re- 
gratted having been forced to do «cj, and tlu^ Fin- 
pWii wholly ihared hit feeling* on thi« point. 

Vary •eiioui dilioultiea had ariatm hotwoen Eng- 
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Inntl mil Erniici* un iic-rcntut t>f the violent donuncia- 
tiotiH tiiiKlf hy till' fulttnidH juHl referred to. It was 
well lcii«»wn tlmt tin* Ornini plot had been hatched on 
the othiT nf fhf* C’haiiut‘1 and much indignation 
wan tVIt ri’gnrding the liberty which was enjoyed 
there by the diMfetiteatc'd HubjectH of all nations. 
The HnghHh ministry eoiwidered it necesaary to 
intriHluce n “i hoiHpirney to Murder” bill which was, 
however, rejeefed nf fhe hiKt inuincnt. Thoronpon, 
l.ord Piiliii«‘r«ton fell and finally the new Derby- 
niarfieli riibiiiet, in which Lord Malnu'shury re- 
plnwl Lon! i Ifireiiihui in the* Foreign OHicc, made 
amicable nverturcM to France. Marslial Pelissier 
WHS* Hind to replnre Fotnte de Poraigny in London as 
BVeneh AnibnHHiidof, luul to further prove that 
friendly ridittiMjiii liidwiMted between the allies of the 
Crimmin war, tin* y«een and Emperor agreed to 
meet iil t’herbourg on the oeciiHion of the opening 
of the lU’W doekN.* 

In the iiu’ftidime, *ui Mnrc'h LHh, Orsini and Pieri 
were exemdetl. Iiiulio‘H nenlence was commuted to 
hiird labor for ld>, while thmic'/, nhared a similar 
fate. The Emperor would have liked to grant a 
reprieve to the tw^o flr«t named, in which act of 
ftlemeney the Eiiipre-t«i supported him. But the min- 
iiter« begginl liifii not to do mo m this criminal out- 
rage hitti I'iiiifO'tl tiwny ttefilliM. The trial of tho 
oonMpIftttofii giive riMe to nieeiingH full of interest in 
W'hloli ftiiiny per«otw deairi d to hroaeh political mat- 
ters tatth in a fa%‘(irflhle and unfavorablo 

to the fi^'giiiio, It iviiM Miiid even that the Emperor 
had gotip to SOI'' I tfsini in prisoUi and that, spoak- 
hig if fi formrr I birbortfiro,** he had promised tho 

* is ut sfci* gefiii in i haipt<*r VI in tliia voluni6. 
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Italian conspirators that he wonld labor in the 
future for the liberation of Italy. This absurd fact 
is mentioned to show what wild rumors were in the 
air at this moment. Of course, there was much fable 
and little truth in all these tales. It is certain that 
the Emperor saw in these desperate acts, threats 
which were more important from the fact that they 
came from all the different corners of Italy. He un- 
questionably read in them a call back to the dreams 
and ideals of former days, to the vague promises of 
his youth. He henceforth viewed as a possible 
eventuality what till then had been only a dream and 
a fancy. From now on a close alliance with Italy 
became more desirable in view of a probable war 
with Austria for the liberation of Italy. 

Well might we entertain a feeling of sadness dur- 
ing that spring tide of 1858. The dark political 
clouds at home, the horizon heavy with warlike prob- 
abilities, a sudden check to the prosperity which had 
marked the two preceding years, a lack of confi- 
dence shown by government and nation, general 
anxiety regarding not only the future, but even re- 
garding the very life of the head of the state; all 
these somber circumstances were of a nature to 
render us more thoughtful and uneasy than ever 
before. And it was this dreadful act of Felix Orsini, 
a man of undoubted talent and energy, a fanatic in 
the cause of Italian independence, which had sud- 
denly plunged France, and Europe in general, into 
this state of dark uncertainty. So depressing was 
the effect of all this on the mind of both the Em- 
peror and the Empress, that they always avoided, in 
their retrospective moments, any thought of this 
unhappy year of 1858. 

420 



EPISODES IN THE EMPEEOR’S LIFE 

After Orsini’s bold and well-organized effort, all 
tlie otlier plots which, followed were rather insignifi- 
cant. On July 3, .1864, four common-place assassins 
— Greco, Trahnco, Scaglioni, and Imperatori — ^made 
an attempt on the life of the sovereign, but without 
any result. They were all Italians, paid by Mazzini, 
and sheltered in London. Many Bonapartists again 
felt that England was much to blame in permitting 
Mazzini and his fellow-conspirators to work thus 
freely against the peace of a friendly neighboring 
state and against the life of an allied and cherished 
sovereign. But the Emperor understood perfectly 
well the peculiar character of the British constitu- 
tion and never entertained any hard feeling against 
England, the royal family or the nation. The Em- 
peror said one evening, not long after the fear- 
ful Orsini outrage, when, as we have just seen, pub- 
lic opinion in France was very much excited against 
England: ‘'Emile Ollivier is perfectly justified in 
protesting against the new Public Safety Bill, and I 
am not over-pleased with it myself. I believe the 
Interior should always have a civil head. Nor do I 
approve of the intemperate speeches which it is now 
the habit of pronouncing against England. In the 
first place, violent political acts, like these attempts 
at assassination, never aid their promoters in the 
long run. They cause to rally around us all the 
friends of order of all parties. Then again, I cannot 
be harsh with England, for I can never forget how 
hospitably I was treated there in the dark days, in 
both official and private circles. To me, London is 
always a second Paris, notwithstanding her fogs and 
rain and chilliness.” 

The ministry formed on J anuary 2, 1870, by Emile 
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Ollivier, with thi? purpoHo of ovolving tho much- 
tnlkud of “Liboriil Kmpiro/* wiw bnrn in Un» midnt 
of oouBpiraeioB, which tiiia liim* won* of purely 
French character. Tlic* PariH reptihlicanH were pre- 
paring a revolution which wnn to burat forth on the 
flrHt good opfjortunity. U wa« no longer the Kin- 
peror'a life wdiich wuh in dntiger, Inil the vt*ry exUt- 
enoe of the r%lrne itnelf; or pc*rhap.H it would he 
more oorrect to May, limt Indh the Kinp<»ror and tin* 
Empire wore threntened. Tin* EmprewH fell it and 
aaw it from the firat, The Emperor wan of Iut mind 
after the Victor Noir tragwty. It will he remein- 



wiiihtm and had caused tlio government niueh 
trouble. The Emperor wotild have preferred to gid 
the Pririoo out of the wnintry and prevent all tin* 
acandal which followed. Hut i\m wan impoHslbh’ 
now that the control of state alTiiira wan in the liimdH 
of a liberfil ministry. Ho tim trial, replete with 
aeandak of various kinds, ami the HuliMetpienl public 
funeral of Victor Hsiir, lent theinHelvcH to the pnr- 
poHCi of the emunies of the ri%iini% who were not 



hiitory. One evening when the Tuileries and the 
Balghborhood wora more carefully icunrdiMl inili- 
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y than nanal, the Emperor said to her: “Let ns 
uui Hoe tho soldiers”; and they visited those 
H of the palace whore they were pnt in easy com- 
iicution with the troops. But suddenly the Em- 
m recalled the fatal feast of October 3, 1789, and 
exclaimed oaniestly to the Emperor: “No, no! 
boily^mrd bampiet. Let ns return to the inside 
ho palace immediately,” which they did. 



CHAPTEE XVI 


THE DEATH OP HAPOLEOH III 

I HOW come to the final, inevitable, episode in the 
existence of the Emperor Napoleon III — ^the closing 
days of his mortal life. As is well known, the Em- 
peror was ill for a long time before the end came. 
At the close of his stay in Wilhelmshohe, he was 
beginning to recover from the fatigue and strain 
caused by the war. He bore the exile in England 
with many ups and downs in his health. The anguish 
of the past few years, the long chain of insults and 
the many breaks in. friendship seriously affected the 
Emperor’s constitution; for his heart, so strong 
against physical pain, was, beneath his apparent 
serenity, singularly sensitive. If he harbored but 
little bitterness over the anonymous attacks which 
had been showered upon him and was the first to 
make excuses for their authors, he did not feel them 
the less. On the contrary, they struck deep into his 
very soul and did their part in hastening his end. 
We all saw this and we all sorrowed over it; but 
we could do almost nothing to prevent it. Some- 
times, the hopes expressed in Prance of a return to 
political favor and the faithfulness of those who 
surrounded him would arouse the Emperor for a 
short season. But probably the most comfort to the 
wounded spirit came from the excellent work of the 
Prince Imperial at the Woolwich military school. 
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Pie was naturally wrapped up in Ms only son and 
this hoy’s good conduct was hahn to (his ailing 
father. 

But there was still another element that tended to 
undermine the health of the Emperor. I refer to the 
climate of England. No climate could have been 
worse for an aihng patient in his state. His tem- 
perament could not fight against it, but his will was 
so strong that he almost succeeded in hiding the 
fact from those about him. But he could not Mde it 
from the Empress. She saw the real situation but 
could do nothing to alleviate it. She simply suf- 
fered at his sutfering. 

Camden Place House was a general meeting place 
for all the exiled courtiers, and though these old 
faces did much to keep up the general cheerfulness, 
their presence was a continual strain on Napoleon. 
Former aides-de-camp and ladies in waiting were 
always in attendance, and the little group was often 
reenforced by friends or faithful visitors of the old 
Tuileries group. All these when they left CMsle- 
hurst went away delighted with the Emperor’s wel- 
come and in high spirits over the “excellent health 
of his Majesty.” When, on their return to Prance, 
they were questioned concerning his physical condi- 
tion, which they felt was the pivot on which turned 
the whole political situation, they would say, very 
honestly, as they thought: “Why, he is perfectly 
well and strong I” Others would add: “We never 
saw him so courageous and cheerful ; he really seems 
to have grown younger. ’ ’ 

This special interest in the state of the Emperor 
was larerelv due to the fact that at tMs moment an 
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whok plan bad hmm formed, with the support of 
several corps oommandcsra, to put the Emperor on 
the throne again. Thcve is no hesitation on my part 
to state this ftmi at this late day, for the reasons, 

h 


rnent made this public, and, in the stHiond place, 
because the Empress was privately opposed to the 


press was appealed to, but hesitated giving an opin- 
ion as the perotiivefl the danger of hnili proposals. 
When Prinecj Napoleon visited the Emperor at the 
hogianing of December, ho urged him to yield to 
tbo advioa of the irst set of d«tors, In order to 
f©t him to oonaent, he said to him one day i **It is 
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only in this way that you will obtain complete com- 
mand of yourself. ’ ’ The Emperor answered, in his 
characteristic way: “Oh, my health will never 
stand in the way of my accomplishing all my politi- 
cal duties. It was so in 1870, and it will he so again, 
if circumstances make such a sacrifice necessary.” 
This was brave and just like him. But he decided 
to make an experiment himself. So he gave orders 
for a drive, and the following day, about two o’clock, 
a footman announced that the Emperor’s carriage 
was at the door. The announcement caused great 
surprise and every one but the Empress thought 
there must be some mistake. It was a long time 
since he had taken a drive, and for several days he 
had not left the house. “I am going over to Wool- 
wich to see the Prince,” he said quietly as he went 
down stairs to get into the carriage. Eugenie was 
very anxious and the intimate circle all naturally 
shared her anxiety. We all felt how dangerous that 
drive might be. 

The Emperor was accompanied by Prince Napo- 
leon. They reached Woolwich safely, saw the 
Prince Imperial for a short time, walked with him, 
and then drove back to Chislehurst. On his return, 
the doctors questioned Prince Napoleon very close- 
ly. He told them that the Emperor had not com- 
plained during the drive and that if his suffering 
had been increased, his face had given no signs of 
it. As soon as the Empress was alone with him, 
she asked anxiously how he had really home the 
trial. In his habitually courageous manner, he an- 
swered simply: “I suffered a little.” But, two 
days afterwards, a violent fever set in, which de- 
cided the doctors to make an examination. Dr. Gull 
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lluit thin be dent' Ijy Ibo ournu'jit aurgoon, 
Sir Henry ThompHoii, wiu) eatiu* to (’aiiidioi IMace 
and exaniined the* Enijieror. ^Fhe rt‘HuIt of Ida viait 
wan to confirm thi‘ tlingnosiH (»r l)rs. Sec, (tonneau 
and (^irvlanrt. '’riicn* could no longer be a doubt 
that tin* Eni|u‘ror wan HutTering from atone. It was 
tlieii (h'ctiiiHl Unit In* Hltonhl In* operated upon at 
the bt»giiming of January. We were all anxiouH but 
optimiHlic, for Ur. J'hoinpHon wan known for the 
FUcca'Hafnl way In which la* piudhuanetl thin deliwito 
and dangeroUH o|»era{i«ni. I’ln* Prince Imperial 
ahnred thia confidence, and wlieii lie wrote to the 
Ihjpe, hia godfather, and nent the cuHtoinary New 
Vear’a greeting, la* confidetl to the Holy Father Ida 
optindHin, and n.aked for a bleHning for tin* patient. 
The b'tter waa dsdayetl in Home way and renchetl 
Rome on tin* very day when the telegram arrived 
informing Ihi' Holy h'ather of tht» Emperor *h death. 

Uu Jaminry 2nd, Sir Henry iuHtalted himnelf, with 
Ida aitls, MeHara, Foraler ami t Hover, tme of whom 
wuH to admiidater the eldoroform, at Uaimleu Place. 
Ura. Gtdl, Uorviaart ami Uemneau, were of eotirHO 
preHcnt at thin the tlral operation, which wan fairly 
HUcceHHfnb d’he Emperor ‘a anlTering wiw mueiii 
dimininhed; hut the result wan very alight, for the 
Mtune wim hardly tonelunl. Ha Monday, thi' (Hh, a 
Mccond operation wilh performed, It wan more pain- 
ful than the flrat one, and tlie Emperor felt the pain 
aftiuwvarda very violently. Uoeal trouhlea md in 
wdiich eiuwed much anxiety. After conHullalion, it 
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Ms body and mind was revealed only by Ms pnlse, 
Ms temperature and the expression of Ms face. He 
hardly came out of the heavy sleep mixed with de- 
lirium into which he was plunged by his disease, and 
probably by the chloroform. On Tuesday, when the 
Empress was near Ms bed, he murmured: '‘Where 
is Louis ? ’ ’ She answered : ' ' He has gone baclr to 
Woolwich ; do you want him ' 'No, no, he is work- 
ing and I do not want him disturbed.” The follow- 
ing day, Dr. Conneau, who had just returned from 
London where he had been to see his daughter, who 
was ill, entered the room. The Emperor said to 
him: "Ah, is that you, Conneau? You were at 
Sedan, were you not?” Thinking that His Majesty 
had made a mistake, he answered: "Yes, Sire, I 
have been to London. ” "I did not ask whether you 
were in London. I asked if you were at Sedan. ’ ’ 
"Yes, Sire, I was there.” ‘"Ah!” and he closed 
his eyes. 

"Louis 1 Sedan I” those were the last intelligible 
words pronounced by Napoleon. The first was a 
farewell to the beloved son whose presence always 
brought a smile to his lips even in the midst of the 
most cruel suffering of these final days of life. The 
second word was a reminder of the moral and physi- 
cal calvary which had tortured him during those 
dreadful days of the summer of 1870 which had con- 
tinued to torture him each day and even every min- 
ute since. This was the disease which sapped his 
forces slowly but surely while the doctors were seek- 
ing for physical causes. These were really his last 
words, though he did open his mouth several times 
thereafter, but only to respond in monosyllables 
to the questions put by the doctors or by the Em- 
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pn‘HH. Ho gavo tlio laltor fot‘blo BiiiiloB, havii 
Htrongth loft with whi(‘h to apoak. 

Oil tlio ovoniiig tilt* Hth, hin tunuittioii m 
to have* iniprovoth I’ht* night wan cairn and hi; 
foring had groaily dccn‘nHt‘d. Tin* hlh wan 
nioncing and npponred promising. Sir ni*nr 3 
oncourngi'd and informctl (’omfo t1ary that the 
operation would now take place, ami that it ^ 
ho ncccHHury t«) uhc the knife. Kveryhody I 
for the hcHt. The Prince Imperial lunl asked 
allowed to come. Hut it waa tlnntght host for li 
wait till after tin* tiperation. t’omte t’lary wtn 




TIIK DWATH OP NAPOLEON HI 

duc-tora Htood round tho bed observing the altered 
ftnituroH, till* wliitcning lipa and marking the slack- 
ening pulae. “Sire,” auid one of them, “the Em- 
preHH hiiH eonie to aee iiow Your Majesty is.” At 
{ilia, Ute I'impercu’ fumed and sought her out with 
IjIh t‘yeH. She drew near and kissed his forehead. 
He turiu'd Ilia head a little and put out his lips to 
kiaa Iht, but Inid lianily the strength to do so. Dr. 
Thomisf^tui gave Itiin a few drops of cordial, but Eu- 
gtuiie’a nuimrk that “Louis is coming, dear” had a 
greater reviving elTeet Ihun the cordial. Everybody 
rnifieetl how that name inovr'd liim. A slight smile 
and an e\nr<*ssicui of joy inuuedintely spread over 
his while fae.*. At this moment, Father Goddard 
entt‘reii the room, aiul ndininistered extreme unc- 
tion. The KmpreHs imtieed the hard breathing, but 
dill m>t imagine tliat the end was so near. Father 
Gmltlnrd gently drew her away. Sho thought that 
he winhed to reinain ahme with the Emperor. The 
doctors evidently pc’re<'iv<Hl that the Empress did 
not rt*idi/.e the refit i^ifuntioii, so they told her that 
the Kfitperijr was dying. She then returned to the 
bed, e% erybodv fell on tludr knees, and tho Emperor 
Kitpfdeon |ir»«Hod t|niefly away. 

In the iiieiinwhili*. Lomte (liiry hud reached Wool- 
wich, wlirfi* ho fosiiid the Prince, gun on shoulder, 
ptiirting for bin niihiiiry exercise. They hastened 
Vmck, fitid g«‘i f.t I'liitidon Plnre a little after midday. 
An they loilori'tl tin- hMii^e, Pointe Ibiviliier said to 
the Priiie**- “He brave, Prince; the Emperor is 
very illA* The Priiiee Father Chiddanl coming 
ttiwanb liiiii wri^ping, find then understood what had 
happriied, He biirriefl up the stairs and met the 
Kmpre^^ jil«t e*»niiiig from the death chamber. She 
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embraced lier poor boy, and be tlum panaed an into 
tho room* He bad hoped up to the* vt‘ry bint mo- 
ment to find bin fa! her aitve. But be now found 
biiUHelf eonfronieii wltb n eorpH«‘. The Emperor 
Heemed to be Hlet'pinjr, atid bin faee wore a numt 
culm appt*nrantM‘. '‘I'be !‘rint'e fell im biH kne(*H and 
prayed. Tlieii lu' roae, Hel*/*ed IIh» Emperor’a luaul 
in bin two bamlH and kiaaetl bim tenderly. The Em- 
prcHH again drew bim to ber, ami otbera tried to 
have the Prinee leave the room. But be reftiHed for 
a long time. He neemed Htiipefu'd ami unable to give 
way to tbe emotitjn.H wbieb w'en* nwidling up in Inn 
boHom. Hi' finally rtdirc’d, nnked (pdidly bow' the 
bmt momentH wen* pnaHeil, ami at length, giving 
way to bin dtM'p norrow, wept bittiTly ami freely. 

Tbt' ni'WH t»f tin* Empenm’a tienth eauHinl much 
Borrow in Eisglaml and in Ernm»e. Several t>f the 
London papera appeared in blaek. Tin* Emperor 
wuM pofudar in England, nuil, though in exile, it wuh 
felt that be exendaeil rmu’b intiuenee on public af» 
fairB. Many wtiiteamen at that time eonHitlered that 
hi* or luH Hon wan deHtiiied to piny an important 
part in tin* wurld’a polities. 'I’lie Lhteen wna kind 
enough to Kiuid br*r ehaniberlauj, Lord Sydney, and 
the Luke of (‘nmbridge arrived Hhorfly afterwanlH, 
Tbe good t^ueen who, tip to the day of Iter death, 
alway« treated Eiigibiie with tbe grenteHt kimlneHa 
fdao aenl to him itml to tlie Prince Iiiipertitl tendiT 
lettera and telegrams. Tidegranm reiielieil them in 
great iiumlterB from other crowned ItradH, public 
men in all count rie« ami from our old amt tlenr 
friend« in Enince* I waa told a few ditvB later that 
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of fcM'llnijr oxprvmml by all classes at Chislelmrst 
touchtul tlu^ Kniprt^HH deeply. The Prince Imperial 
wnH m ov(‘r(Mnm‘ by the blow that aho induced him 
to withdraw froni the bi^ house, where there was 
mieh a <’Miae niul ffo, tt> a snudhT one occupied by 
{ haute t Inrv in a etwner of the park. The next day, 
the then Prinei* of Wales came. Ho would not in- 
tnule upon Ka^wiiif*'s i^rief, but ho was received 
by tlu» rriiie-e hiiperial, to wlinm he said with much 
ri'eliuu: anti tputtleiiesH as he kissed him: “I pity 
you, for I kimw by expi'rieueu what you must suf- 
fer.” 

ddie I'rinei* Imperial was ho leader throughout 
this sinl r\pf'rj*‘ne«‘. I reenll Htune one of the house- 
hold tMiining t*» a^k the Knipn‘Hs about some of the 
tli'fiiils «»f tie- hiie-nd. Turning to her son who was 
with le-r nt tie- nnmnid, she said to him: “Speak, 
LtUiiH', \ «iu lire flu- t«iie tit tleritle things now.” His 
only reply wo -4 kneeling down, kissing her hands, 
wdiic’h tteii- l»aiio'it ^iith hin tear.s. There were many 
other t«nn-Inng m'in ititil Mfeues during these painful 
innirH, Aoenii' Ihe Freiirltnien who arrived direct 
from Fraisee wa'i Kiigeije lielesm^rt, who brought 
with him II r.n^ie I'nll ,»!* mrth taken from the private 
garden of the Tvidero-H %m wliieh was laid the coffin. 
The l‘hii| leTur wii’S plii«*«*d in Ids coffm wearing hia 
wedding nog iiiid the ring wldeh was on the finger 
of Xilj ,ii|e» *!J 1, wlieii hs- died rif Hidat Helena. It 
was *< e-n*i I \i> hike hIT and lyujt! to the iTitice Im- 

IH'riiil the'* fiiiiiilv relie. Bill he refused to permit 

Till’ bi.dy etfwtfieil nil Jiiimiiry 14th, in the 
large liiill *4 the leorse. Wln‘fi Mnrslml I«ebcimf ar- 
rived brfeie if, hr fell ofi loH ktieoH kTorc the bier, 
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oxolaiming: “My poor ErnfM*rar! My poor 
perorP* Thon ho slowly wiilkotl around tho room 
and twicQ kiHaod the haiida ho had not shakon ainw 
Mota;. Thoao who witnosaod thb nviniv told mo that 
it waa most hoart-roncling. All undoratuud tho an- 
gubh ami pain of that unfortmiato man and true 
aoldior, who H«H*nun{ to nnk fijr^ivtuiosH for hi« aliort- 
comiiijyrs, ami who wan tlmdly lod away by a frioiul 
Tho lUKht procmdinK tlio funoral tln^ Emprona 
apont in prnyor at tho oofitn aido. A ray of aim 
burst through tho hoavy ohnids at tho vary rnomwit 
whcm tho furiornl loft tho Iuiuho. Lator, M. Enmoos-* 
ohini Piotri infommd hor that in tho pmooHsion worn 
two marslmls, an mhniral, tlftoon gononds, six vico» 
aclrnimlH and roar admirnlH, ftjurtoon doputios, 
twonty-Hovon formor ininistorH^ twonty flvo formor 
profootH. On Sunday, Iho Pith, Eathor Ooddnrd 
preaohod an oxwllont aornion tm tho doiui Emporor. 
I havo road and ro^road it many tirnos Htneo. Ho 
dwtdt on tho roliiri‘nis foolinga of iho Emport>r, 
whieh woro imlo<»d vory doop. Hpoaking of Iho Em- 
|M»ror’« kindlinoaa tho potir, ho tohl this imoodoto 
wdticih I havo mysolf hoard frt»tn tho Emporor *a (wu 
lip«. A ehihl, ho roturnwi hnmo imi' day witlmut hia 
ahooi, and whon Quoon llortonHo finkiai him what 
ho had dtmo with thorn, ho anaworod; ‘‘Mothor, I 
mot a poor boy whcj had no ahooi*, »o I gavo him 
mine.’* The otiild in this caao wim indood fatlmr 
to thi man, for no itoiil was ovor riiori* rmblo and 
more gonoroua than that of tho Emporor. Thoro 
was in him a gwioroaity, ti gmatiioi* of heart, a 
ton^ing Mndlinoii whieh win felt by ovoryhiMly 
who ©a«i into hii proionm I hivo hoard thk wid 
ovir ttiid O'ftr a^in by frioiid and itrimgi^r. Ht« 
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attachment to his friends, his gratitude for the 
slightest attention — noble and rare virtues — would 
suffice alone to single him out as a king among men. 
But there was another trait in his character which 
was still greater. He was capable of the most mag- 
nanimous forgiveness for offenses. Those who lived 
outside of his immediate circle have no idea how 
highly developed this grand quality was in him. 
Often he had an opportunity of taking revenge, but 
he never once took advantage of it, even when it 
would have advanced his political views and inter- 
ests. 

Father Goddard told me a few days later that 
after the burial service, a marshal who had fought 
and commanded at Sebastopol came to him in the 
sacristy and said with tears in his eyes: thank 

you for having come to join your grief and respect 
to ours in the presence of this tomb. He whom we 
are mourning deserved this homage, for he had a 
noble heart. ’ ’ Since then, I have heard similar testi- 
mony from many other men of mark, and I perceive 
that I am not alone in saying that the Emperor Na- 
poleon III had one of the sweetest characters I have 
ever known. 
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EEt'OI.l,K<‘Tt{iN ANt> llKTJUWrKrTinH 

Ut'ttiKcs till* Ktn|jin‘ the* Kruprt‘H« iu*|ih1 n« n'gfttt 
on Hovoral onriinjcmH. Whnt nho cli«l nt thoHo tinioH 
hnH, in some’ inHtnni’oH, lunm oritioi'Afil »i*vt‘r»*ly in 
aortnln t|vnirtorH, Mvon wlint kIu' thoui^ht or whh 
H ujiji(?sc‘tl Uh think Inijs not itlwiiyn r.Hrnptnl ronmiro. 
lint noithor nt tin* timr nor j^lnro iHU pay 

ninrh filtontion to thoHo riirptnii^, vvhioh won* jcrn- 
rrnlly hn^iai on no Vin-y aorni fnrtH, N'or tlii! mIu) 
ntH’opt williiiK'ly tin* prniaoH wliirh wi*ro not infra- 
f|nantly hoNtftwotl u]H»n hor for hor nofs fhirinK thoHo 
unnio rt’^oiirioH. Slio wan niwnyn randy to wail |m» 
tlantly till thi* fntiira hiatm-ian, with nil tha doeui- 
riianta in haiuh ahnl! paw Unnl jtnltnnant {*n tha pula 
lio aharartc’rn of the^ Saaoinl Hnipira. 

Hut, roiit’arninjc nmny tliiiis'M that tha Knipraan 
«iid dnriii^iT tln*na raf?<ntaiaK, avan tha ino.Ht mnlovolant 
(iidniattirH of th»« raiicn %varo foraait to h»»lti thair 
paiiaa. A i^ooil axninpla of thin wn.n nlTorttatt during 
tha rapniay of tha yaar whan Xapidt'ttii lit 

wndartook it jonmay to AI|?i*ri}t th^r^n|^' wldait Mha 
nmipiiat tha position of ndar. 

TIta frantinaiit of youthful priHoiuTi^ winn a Huhjaat 
wliiah him iilwitya errantly intarastail tha KnipraMM 
wic! Mha i4tndii‘d it nttantivaly dnring this rr^anay. 
All who hn%‘a iiiiy kiitnvlialna of iitlininiwtnitiva rad- 
tapliin ainl rtmtina, a«paaiitlly in Fnittnaj ran ri’itlixi* 
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what she had to fight against in order to introduce 
alterations or improvements of any kind in the 
prison system. Eugenie fully realized the difficulty 
of the task, and as the best means of gaining accu- 
rate and precise knowledge of the existing state of 
affairs, she determined to conduct all the investiga- 
tions in person, and carefully visit all the establish- 
ments where ameliorations were needed. 

At that time, youthful delinquents were usually 
shut up in La Petite Boquette, and this prison was 
the first which the Empress visited on her “errand 
of mercy,” as the Emperor termed it, writing from 
Algiers. After a preliminary hasty examination, 
she was pained to find that the condition of things 
there was worse even than she had imagined it to 
be. The children, many of whom, though no doubt 
guilty and even vicious, were mostly victims of neg- 
lect and ill-treatment, and were yet subjected to 
moral torture of a kind which had long been abol- 
ished in all the prisons where adults were shut up. 
The natural result was that these young persons 
became hardened and perverse in many cases where 
gentle treatment and kind care would have worked 
wonders. 

The Empress found that the children were con- 
demned to a life of complete isolation. For these 
young beings, full of life and spirits, the days were 
terribly long and each was a perfect replica of the 
day which had preceded it, a perfect foreshadowing 
of the day which would follow it. Their time was 
spent in a lonely cell, bending over an unchanging 
task, in absolute and unbroken silence. No relief 
came when the poor soul was turned into the prison- 
vard for a short walk. Perhans on the first occa- 
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aion, his lieart boat oag'erly an ho paanod through 

i iiv-.i i. .. 1.1 




ftnd aomo comrades outBido, and that oven if aptnik- 
iug wore proliibiled, thoro would b<‘ Homothing dif- 
foront to look at. But, alaal tho poor child’s walk 
was taken in a paH8agt?-way twenty -iivo yards long 
Hornmndod by high blank walls, and tin* daily bo- 
onllod rccroaticm bocaino a sort of torture against 
which his young soul revolted, 1’ho very chap('l 
had been turned into a place of puniHhmcmt; for 

1 i* M 



abandoned, Thtiy had no other homt% and acmght 
this only ihelter they knew of. Horae night, the 
pdfeioi wottld find them out, and, being hemndoMs, ttu»y 
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would be brought to La Petite Roquette. Was it 
right, Eugenie asked herself, that such victims of 
fate deliberately should be turned into culprits’ cells 
to become by confinement and harsh treatment hard- 
ened and desperate criminals'! She answered the 
self-imposed question by a vigorous “No.” 

Eugenie discovered that other children had been 
imprisoned at their own parents’ request, by par- 
ents who beat them and goaded them till they be- 
came little better than savages. One case particu- 
larly interested her — that of a young boy who had 
one day stolen some trivial object as he passed 
through a street. He was a policeman’s son, and 
the father, ashamed of the boy’s evil deed, insisted 
on his being rigorously punished and had requested 
that he be imprisoned for a year. The lad had been 
hardened by the treatment and swore that as soon 
as he was free he would kill his father. Every effort 
had been made to shake his determination, but he 
remained obdurate. “I will kill my father when I 
leave here,” he repeated over and over again. 

The Empress inquired into this boy’s past. In 
very simple language, he told the whole story and 
bursting into tears exclaimed : ‘ ‘ My father had no 
right to punish me so severely for such a little thing. 
It is unjust and I will kill him for it. ’ ’ Eugenie drew 
the young prisoner nearer to her and spoke gently 
to him. In kindly tones she dwelt on the duty 
of parents, and how such duties become sterner and 
more imperative according to the position held by 
the parent. “Your father was a policeman,” she 
said to the trembling lad, “whose duty it was to 
repress evil in others, and he had consequently felt 
it more incumbent on him to punish his son’s mis- 
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deeds very severely, though no doubt it caused him 
much pain to do so. ’ ’ The child listened, and as her 
words fell on his ears, his hard little heart grew 
softer and softer till at length he gave way and 
sohbmg, fell at her feet and promised to abandon 
his terrible determination. Eugenie then promised 
to send some one to intercede with his father so that 
the term of imprisonment might be shortened. She 
did so, and shortly afterwards the child was re- 
leased. She saw that he was apprenticed and care- 
fully watched during several years. In the end, the 
lad gave entire satisfaction to his employers, thus 
justifying the interest which she had inspired. 

After this visit to La Petite Roquette, the Em- 
press appointed a committee to inquire into the pos- 
sibility of converting the iniquitous cellular system 
of imprisonment into that known in France as ‘ ‘ agri- 
cultural penitentiaries.” The meetings of this com- 
mittee were held at the Tuileries and among its more 
prominent members was M. Emile Ollivier, who had 
but lately come over to the Empire and who was a 
staunch partisan of this new syster^jL by which work 
in the open fields supplanted the drudgery in pent- 
up prison work-shops. 

As was to be expected, there was a considerable 
amount of opposition in the committee to this re- 
form. One of the members tried hard to persuade 
the Empress of the danger of allowing sentiment 
to play a part in such matters. He pointed out with 
much earnestness that innumerable obstacles would 
be raised to the new proposal and that the whole 
administrative economy would be upset by such a 
reform. Eugenie did not deny these facts, but hav- 
ing exposed her ideas on the subject, she warmly 
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itained that humanity, and not mere sentiment, 
anded that such steps as she suggested be taken. 
Empress gave examples of what she had seen, 
pleaded so earnestly on behalf of the young 
Dners that it was finally decided by the commit- 
:o draft the children gradually into the various 
cultural penitentiaries then existing, 
cannot be denied that the obstacles which had 
L foreseen did arise. None were more opposed 
bie proposal than the managers of the agricul- 
1 colonies or penitentiaries, who feared the evil 
)ts which might accrue from the introduction of 
sciplined, and in many cases vicious, children, 
ng those who had already- been disciplined and 
foved by regular and healthy work. But these 
ctions were over-ridden, and the change of treat- 
t brought about more rapid and better results 
L had been expected. In the fresh country air, 
3r the healthy influence of congenial work and 
act with fairly disciplined children, some mar- 
us changes took place. 

'henever I speak of this campaign for the 
lioration of the lot of imprisoned youth, I al- 
s enjoy relating the following example of the 
ess of Eugenie’s plan. It was that of a boy of 
sen who, with a party of fifty others, was trans- 
ed to Citeaux, the famous abbey near Nuits, 
Led into an industrial and agricultural peniten- 
Y for juvenile offenders. He had been specially 
id for his coarse and defiant nature. He prided 
self on being a “prison bird” and declared his 
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tern worked a miracle on Mm. Barely a year kad 
elapsed before be was allowed to leave, altbongb 
bis term of imprisonment bad not yet expired. Tbe 
manager of tbe establishment recommended him as 
a farm laborer, and tbe boy kept bis situation, giv- 
ing great satisfaction and becoming in the end an 
excellent member of society. 

Tbe Empress next turned ber attention to tbe 
terrible women’s prison of Saint Lazare, where vice, 
misery and crime were thrown together indiscrimi- 
nately, thus forming a vast and festering social 
wound. 

During one of ber visits to this lamentable estab- 
lishment ber attention was attracted to a woman 
who was lying on ber deathbed. She had led a 
wretched and shameful life, and was now loudly re- 
fusing tbe comfort of religion, while she indulged in 
the most horrible curses and blasphemy. The Em- 
press approached ber bed, spoke gently and sooth- 
ingly to ber, and seemed to find words which went 
straight to ber heart. Suddenly she raised her eyes 
wonderingly and remarked: 

“You, an Empress, can speak so kindly to me! 
You can feel for my sufferings! Then, truly there 
must be a God, if you have such a kind heart. ’ ’ 

Few things that happened to Eugenie during this 
regency gave her more real joy than these words 
coming from the heart of a fallen woman. Soothed 
and softened, the poor woman asked forgiveness of 
the sisters and nurses towards whom she had been 
so rebellious, and, assisted by the Empress, she 
passed the rosary they handed her round her neck, 
asked for the chaplain and even wished to be con- 
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fi.HHi'd filaod, H\w then died quietly with words of 
priiyctr «« her lipi. 

Thnt cl«y npmi by the Blnipresa at Saint Lazare 
vvHH not mum formMni, mui the touchiuj? and pa- 
thefio retnnrkK cif i^nUitndo which alio, rt^ceived both 
in the priKdii mid mitwde ita walla, have always re- 
ntnininl Kriivnn in my memory. I believe that this 
wt»rk of Fi!t»thhc*i In thin prison for the fallen 
wtmnm *»r Darm wms the Htartin^ point for the for- 
iimtitm of fi philwitliropio society eapceially devoted 
iti tlipir iiilereiiii* a Moeiety which has become very 
widely ktniwn during the Third Ui'puhlie. 

qiii* fiewn «f her preHence in the Imilding during 
the visit jtwl tiescrihini spread throughout the neigh- 
lK«rhtM,»cl iinti it liirRe crowd ipithered about the gate- 
wtty, iinxiotm to wtelt sight of tlie Kinpresa and to 
pri'ij»»^ It iitiiiiiiiie htif very mitural action. So when 
she fipfienred lit the dcKir. she found gronpH of kncel- 
ifig women w ho si rove to t»nu*h her hands and gar- 
mmit* ftnd pre»*mt their diililrcn to the Kinprcsa. 
Hlie w'li* iiiitiiriilly niiirli moved and was ohligod lit- 
erally to fort'v lier %%my hi the carriage through a 
mttss of |M»op|e. The Kniprcss returned 

hi tile Tuilorie# witli li heitrl which, though heavy, 
wn* ill the sitiiie Itiiie liiip|»y »l ii duty cheerfully por- 
frifiiieii- K«»tli«ig liiiriiig tlie i*t‘ge«cy was so worthy 
of Kni|M’r«rt« firaisp; mid lie did praise the Blm- 
pren-s wiirtidy. ins return from Algc^ria, in the 
rmdrt «»f lier philitiillirwpie work. 

Trn yeiirm later, tli«» Kiiipfeiw liiul another oppor- 
taiiily *4 risfiitfig’ Im Hie lid pf the poor and unfor- 
iiiider trying eirwimahtneea. At the 

end of Hepimnlwr. while the court was atuying 
%l tiiimift, it wa* auiitiMiicwl that cholera had 
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r(*Ht>Ivc*(l to ri*turu t<i Siiiiit (’hnul, The 
fir.st. (nitln'onk of th«‘ hnti Ihhoi ovt‘rwholni- 

iiig, but aftiTwanlH tho vtruhuiw* of Ihi* (Ubuhhu 
H cHunuit to diuiiiUHli Homowhat. Towiinln tho niiddlo 
of Ootobor, howfvor, a roturn of tbo iorriblo niaUuiy 
(UUiHinl a g(*iu»rnl pauic. Mvorybtuiy who coulit loft 
PariH and thi» lawpitatH won* full tjf tho aick, Tlu* 
working pcjpulatitui cHpoclally aiitTorocl, ihi ()«- 
lob{*r iilHt tin* Fanporor wont to Farin, arronipaniod 
by tloiioral Huillo, Iuh abb* do rnuip, and an onlcudy 
«jf!lcc‘r. Ilo viaitinl tbo ho.spitnl of tho Ilotol Diou, 
Bpokc* with tbo ilootofM, wnlkml throtp^b tho wards 
Hint choorod up tho HulTororn. i)u loaving tho hui» 
pitnl, ho gnvo a Bum of hfty thousniid frniioH, to 
Huoror llio oludi’ra viohia^. dduH bravo vtnit ra- 
udndod mnnv of what Iuh groat tiiiolo bad tiono in tlu* 
Hinulnrly affoototl luiHpitals of {*air«» during tho fn» 
imniH oxpodititin to Fgypt. Snob ojunpariHortH «1« 
wavH pIofiHotl Xapoloon 111. 

Tho Fiinpri'Uh did not aooompnny tho Fniporiu* on 
lluH (jooaHion, boonuar ho gnvo ordorn that nho nlundtl 
not bo iaftirnuHl of thin proponod viHil t(» tho Ildtid 
Idoip an alto wan HtitToring from a bad attnok t>f in- 
thn‘n*/.n. Hut on hot* rooovory, tho Kmprona ox- 
proHHod an ardont doairo to vinit in hor turn tho 
oholora-Hlriokon po<iph*. Tho nn»rid otToot produood 
by Iho Kfnponjr’a not had boon nt* t»xool|onl tliat it 
WHH Ihiitlly dooitlod that tho KruproSH Hhotild al«o g<J 
Up to Farlii, KliipioHo would lud lot hor go filorio. 
lint tho ovor tlioughtftd Fniporor told Milo. Bouvot» 
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Mile. Bouvet was obliged to make this promise, al- 
though she did so with the greatest reluctance, as 
Eugenie well knew; and this bound them together 
more closely than ever. 

Eugienie left Saint Cloud accompanied by her 
equerry, Marquis de la Grange, Mile. Bouvet and 
Major Dupre, orderly officer to the Emperor. 

Her first visit was to the Beaujon hospital, to the 
wards occupied hy the cholera patients. She tar- 
ried at their bedsides, talked with them one by one, 
and tried to comfort and encourage them by word 
and manner. Her conduct was much praised then 
and since, but the Empress never felt that she had 
done anything more than her plain duty. 

From the Beaujon hospital Eugenie went to the 
Tuileries for lunch and afterwards visited the Lari' 
boisiere and Saint Antoine hospitals. 

A pathetic scene took place during the visit to the 
Beaujon hospital which the Emperor used to love 
to relate, and so I may be excused, perhaps, for giv- 
ing it here in his own w'ords. “The Empress,’’ he 
wrote to a friend, “approaching the bedside of a 
dying man, bent over him, took his hand in hers 
and uttered a few words of comfort. The man 
kissed the hand which held his own, saying, ‘ Thank 
you. Sister.’ ‘You are mistaken, my friend,’ said 
the nun who was conducting the Empress through 
the wards, ‘I did not speak to you, it was our good 
Empress.’ ‘Nay, do not correct him. Sister,’ an- 
swered the Empress ; ‘he could not give me a nobler 
title than that of Sister.’ ” 

At the Saint Antoine hospital, the doctor who pre- 
ceded Eugenie opened, by mistake, a door leading 
into the ward where the small-pox patients were 
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veiitnig hor from (mu'rmg. she tmteriHi, kow- 

Bay« tho Kmpurcjr hi tho lottor already 
quoted, “thouKk «Ih* ftmlmde hc‘r lady in waiting to 
eroHB the threHliokl. Hut the MmproKH doea not take 
any very great eredit fern tliia act, Hhe went to the 
hoHpifalH t<» aid in preventing the panio which had 
Hcissed upon the public, and wan girnply f,arrying out 


jmirnalH report, that on leaving (he hospital, the 
Mrnprois waa literally carried to her carriage by the 


HleamngB ami praiacH were phowered upon her by 
Hie wonuui who had cluHtered about, and who oven 
cut pieiH'H out t»f her gown to prenerve ni reliopH^ 
Kviui (lie nioHt careleHK Btudent of tin* more apirit- 
uid Hide of the (’ourt of the Hecond Knipire-^-for it 
had puch a aide, notwith«tnnding what ita detractorH 
have paid niunt havi? reninrki*d that the Hniporor, 
and the Kinprenp, perhnpH to a leap degree, hud a 


ficHi on the propeut generation. Wo git on a throne, 
not only to gc»v(*rn, hut to teaoh.*’ By aupoeiation 
with her ntihle-minckni conaort, thi« «arae ppirit grew 
in the Kmpropp and with the yeiira she mow 

and more enraptured of tho fiimotii men and 
womoii of Fra nee. *'I am glad to •co the progriPi 
fm. trf iimking in thi« reaptfctH* the Sinperor 
lild to the llinpriiisj ‘‘you will find by brooming a 
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rc'BciitcHl (lancing a with h«‘r hrcUhcrn at 

Schocnbrium, during tin* fcHtlvilicH which were 
given at tin* time <?r JuMcph 11 ‘h marriage; ami ther(^ 
waB a Htiunre table* decurated with bronze chiHcled 
aH delicately an any jevvt‘lr>% wliicli had been made 
.specially fur the Queen, 

Having IhuH conlrlbuted to the renrganizatinn of 
the Relit Trianon eolleclious, tin* EmpreBH thought 
it might be a gcuHl i(h*a to add to the International 
Exhibition of 1H<57 the nttrnefi«tn tif a display of 
all oljjectH which had cmci* behmged to the Queen 
and which Hhould be hrtnight tugi*{hi‘r from private 
colleetionH and mn.si*nniB. In fat*!, under bi*r patroU” 
age a committi*t* wan fanned with tin* object of rtv 
Bioring MahnuiHon and the Retit Triamm exactly 
an they were originally. In n‘eent yt*arH IIiIh wan 
brought nlumt in a inont admirahle manner an re- 
gards MnlmniBoa, thnuigli the genonmity of the late 
M. OsiriH of Raris. 

These efTortn wen* very Hueet‘BHrtd. The King of 
Sweden H(*nt to Raris the ptutrail tif Marh* Anttn- 
nette holding ln*r two ehildmi hy the hand ami walk- 
ing in tin* idleyH of the Triamm. Otmtaviis 11 1 
wiHhed t(i huvi* n gtHul Uk«*ae?<H of tin* t^ut*i*n, and thiH 
was said to he very striking ns n ptmtrait. The 
Marepus of Hertford lent mnay thingn frtmi bin Lon- 
don colleetions; wcu’ks of art, furniture, ami mini" 
aturcB which had hi*longed to Mario Aiitoinette or 
which Were in Home wiiy eonnerted with her, Anumg 
the ohjeclH lent hy the EmproHs, c»ne of the mont re- 
markable was an album in which were gummed sam- 
plea of tile materials of which tlie Queen *n gowns 
Wire made. Eugi'nie learned from the clescendantH 
of thoitf who had been of tin* court circle of the old 
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regime that this album — of which, by the way, there 
were several copies— was each morning handed to 
Marie Antoinette who, by pointing ont one of the 
gummed samples, indicated the dress which she in- 
tended to wear that day, and thus Mme. Bertin’s 
orders were greatly simplified. 

The Empress owned several other interesting ob- 
jects which had belonged to the King and Queen, and 
among them, several portraits. There were a snuff- 
box with a portrait of Marie Antoinette by Sicardy ; 
a cornelian ring engraved with a head of Henry IV, 
which Louis XVI, on the morning of his death, gave 
to Father Edgeworth; the plain penknife which 
Louis XVI used at the Temple, and, by contrast, a 
very handsome knife, enriched with rubies and Oot- 
taux enamels, with a gold blade, a marvel in jewelry, 
which had belonged to the unlucky King also; a 
bracelet-locket, bearing the King’s profile in relief, 
which the Queen had often worn ; marble, terracotta 
and Sevres busts ; an enormous traveling bag of 
guipures, embroidered in silk and gold; books on 
which were engraved Marie Antoinette ’s arms ; sev- 
eral letters signed by her, and many other things. 

As a rule, the Empress kept all these relics, the 
authenticity of which was guaranteed by the most 
competent authorities, in her private apartments at 
the Tuileries. But during the Exhibition, they were 
displayed at the Trianon. 

At Saint Cloud, too, were many evidences of Eu- 
genie’s regard for Marie Antoinette. Her apart- 
ments there were decorated with portraits of the 
Queen, of Madame Eoyale, and of the Dauphin. In 
her cabinet was the celebrated writing desk which 
had belonged to Marie Antoinette, elegantly deco- 
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folluwcii the HiiitiasilioB t»f uh‘ wood. "Iiia dciak, 
which WiiH iiiadu Hpi*eially for tiic Queen, hnn al- 
wayn beeu rcKiinleii an one of the memt ruuiarkablo 
eKaniplt'H of llu* eahluet-mHker'H art. At the thue 
of their nmrriuKt'i tiir hhuperor preHeuled the Ern« 
preHH witli two luaKHiheent (*arringB, repreHeiitiiig 
two pearn, uuidi* of iliumuiulH, an huig «a n large ah 
iiiond, and Hurrnounted hy twcf largo atont'a, Thoao, 
too^ onea hehniged to thc^ Queen. 

Among tht‘ iiioHt iiri'/.ed of theae Marie Antoinette 
aouveniri wan a gift frtun PrineeHa Metternieh, wife 
of the AuHtrian iiinhaaHador in ntrange 

portrait which she hatl brought with her from Ana- 
tria. The Duuphine in repreaented alwrtly beforo 
lu*r marriage, at the age of fourt«*en, witli a narniw 
red riband, wbieli looked like a thin Htnmk of blood, 
emoirciing her neck. One wan painfully imprcHHcd 
by thia ahnractt'ri.Mtio of it. 

Towardn the eloae of the Bhiipire, a pniyer-book 
which had behmgtHl to Marie Antoinette when in 
the Temple waa aecureil for the KmpreaH at ii fa- 
iiioua iaie. But when aim learned later, that the 


and Kugihde evc’r atrove to aecond tin* Kmperor^a 
efforli In thi« renpect. 

Among the hooks exhibited at the Trianon were 
two volutntm which bad ladongid to Marie Aiitoi- 
Rttte, «nitUl«l Tmittf rfc l*Oramm 4# l« MMilaiim, 
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Xliry w.*r.’ Ih'iiii4 hi Uliir miiromj, and boro the 
i»f ti«‘’ i Miirij‘-.}(JH{‘|!h(ulo Buxe. On 

tlm fir^t wriH«‘ji the wonlni “Those 

!HdHSit'«*il tn ifiy inutherdudaw. Mario An- 
toinett*'/' 1 ’h‘* ti.nk them with her to Enfv- 

haul, nnd !'t Uh iu riurrully uulil the y(.ar after 
lli 0 driilh «»i th.’ DiJiio.’ Inij(i*rial, when, before sot- 
|jii^ tail »»ti lli' i'OU Ju ) fn th»’ ( ’a|H', in order to visit 
ihr »|»«d wh*' 5 «- h'-r uninritiiudc mm had died, and 
flllnl ttiili diuk >%Ih< deeiiirtl to give the 

I'ljit* wlu* wtodd ftdly apprO” 
Mill- ’rts'- Knipr.-f»H had fitnurrly known the 

Due tie D‘Ojsl' dl> , hvud »d !lii- ruyuliHi party, and 
to liini «« ni iIm- V’diiiiu’fi, whsrli ran now he Ht»un in 
i I'ii'n' Hi tlu' »»f flu- grand salon of this 

nuhlrtiiMij Ihtn^^ ifuiiiHiiiii. 

Am hi»H rtlr* jhI v n *i. * ii, the Knipre.sa always 
|iu»k tmu'h t ' ill i.f rhnrity, and the or- 

pidwilu'O ^ h:r'. I'udly dt'OT to licr is 

tb« f.nmdrd hy i,)ui'eu Marie Au> 

’Hh?* r-i-.'. is still in exist- 

i^nre D-.*- nd th«' Dueliesae do 

Mptteli). .d I fruiuis. 

K«w a uUm«! niuitluT kail iif Hngenkda. 

I p'^fer h» lu-f f-i fia-r. r! I iidmil tlml ^he was 
fn* '*• fiirt'igii liiiids, see- 

I, -lid iH^Cure and even 

iiillni «''*v«’r tiir ns. ^-v^-r rhaiigiiig aitil ever new. 
WtlliiiK dHH. .1.,.: ’l.f.^ugh qnarterB 

ttf # f 111* * * f i t *■ > ’ -I ^ 1 r. j 4 s I liif iii^tiiiiee, had 

B f *•? I . • 3 i 1 "^ *4 jiii'h ♦slu* f‘r wearied , 

tit| till* faM.. ■■! »<< gf"-« ^Mili Ihr yi‘iir«. 

Afl«f .luih .A Um KmiH-r..r. tlie KnipresH 

ft "f **i’t?ry %*<^ar on tin 

157 



MBJMOIEH OB' TllK BLMPRBIHH EIJ(IB]NIE 


Contintmt. She was accuHtamed to make more or 
leas prolonged viaitw to Parln, always ohooaing the 
Hotel Continental as her tenijiorary abiding placed 

’ M, Fmiiwp'hini m long amt m lniiro«ti»ly paHnwtfft with 

the InjjMiriwI fwnily, Imglnning with tim KtnjM’rar in thu Iteliftn mm- 
jiAlgfn m twretary, «.n«i continuing with thp Km|)rr»« «» wwrctary iutt4 
confl«}ftttt my» on thi« jutint: "I»t mmu' t|uartcr» aurpriw* wa» cit* 
jircM^cl at her chuiw of tbi» Irntri, nitnatri! aw it b right oiijMiatta 
the TwiJfrip*, which must have awahcnr«l many unha|Ji«y a«MVi*nlfn 
of thw fallen Emuim Thu Eni|*re»it umui to fur hmg witmleg 
*it ». Uwe on thfl ruina of the Tu»lcri«'», iM-furn they w**r« rawil to 
the ifTOiintl j«»t before the Worhl'a Fair of Hhe wouht walk 

(lacl lit for howfi in lb» forrjwf *roji»*fve4 garjhin,’ which now tmrdcra 
tho Roft don Tuitcrica ««»! ta «i«»n to th« |ntt>Uc, tmt which in Ihoao 
dayf w»i the private g«f«h'« of the p8l«o«*. Then would loar« cowo 
freHuently Into her eyc« and there wm aiwaya anguiah in her heart. 
It would m»m that i»uch constant dwelling on paittfut memorleii 
would iifoduce but pain, no keen that it would W hard to War. On 
ioveml tfccaftiona tlie K«»|ireiii« esjdaine*! to me and to uthern her rea- 
ton for this alrange iodnlgmce, ' Wy always slopping nt the Ton* 
tinental, * she would mf, 'la due to a wjrt of attractioa Imro of the 
tufferlaga 1 had eitjtertrnrcd in that pari of the great ciiy, I will 
ailmit that on Om Bret ueraaiun when I came bark thrr# after NapO' 
loon 'a <kath, and eai^ecmity after the death of the I’rittce lmi»«rial, 
tim on mo wa« wy d»lormta Then, Ultlw by liiUe, the »orr»w 
hocamo morn p«»tlcal in Ita tmlnr# and eaamr u> enilMfe, until It 
grew to be a raal aourea «f romadaiion to we to live over again 
ibn#i bfijiht wad crwl tlaya in alwoat the very *awe aurroundififa 
1 haw »lw»y« liketl to reviait stmt* where I have sp«ot hippy ymr*, 
Th# nh»ri#he«l mamoriet of persmna and evenia wrmid then ever roma 
bach mer# clearly and vividly.* Thus, the Fmpre#*, mar# than mm 
durlnf our fr«|uetit smjunrna la Faria, went out to F«»pi%n«, to 
J^BtaiwbNto and to ftainl Fhmd, the dewols*htof of wl»oi^ rutrui 
her iwcb d«»ep anfuish, Hhe h»t#«l t*t sirotl again Ihnmfh 
lh©»n l#«.f| allojri and in those atmdy grmm, where *he used to 
th* warm wwwir dayii with her Hhe fownd m m4 comforl in 

iittlnf in the farden at ftaint t*hwd where lli» Frlnr® Irntwrl*! m 
a ohiw WM »»tt»tame«l to play with his Iwy rowpaaiart, t}n thm* 
m^aMma rito wlahml to b» »!oi»« and her «itlil«4e w»« r*Slgl«m*ly rp- 
•p#et#d. Rftnmtimw Iheae rommuolons with the W'»oW la^ for 
w k»r »f wri. Ihiriii® «»» of the» vwt# to Ihal iwred #f*t « 
with mmmtify of k*f me, «*# wM 
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The reason for Eugenie’s long stay in Paris in 
the year 1904, was the protracted illness of her niece, 

threa.ding her wa,j through a narrow path "bordered with bramblesj 
one of which caught her dress so firmly that she had to stop. It 
seamed to the Empress that this bramble was filling the office of 
some unseen hand, and this little incident quite upset her, so that 
returned to us who were waiting at a distance — we always left 
her alone at these times~in a very agitated state, and sobbing, told 
us what had happened. 

“In 1904, the Empress stayed longer than usual at the H6tel Qon- 
finental. It was at the moment when the Princess Mathilde died. 
During the closing- years of the latter’s life, the two cousins met 
frequently. With the passing years, the death of the Prince Napo- 
leon and with the philosophy which comes with age, all of the little 
hostilities and petty differences of opinion which once marred some- 
what their intercourse, gradually disappeared and left behind an 
affectionate friendship. Now long conversations would taie place 
between the two Princesses and they finally became very intimate. 
At Princess Mathilde ’s deathbed, the Empress was all tenderness, 
Though she. hnew of the. character of the will which the Princess 
was, leaving behind and which disinherited Prince Victor in favpr 
of his brother Louis, at no time, and especially in these clopmg 
months, did the Empress touch upon this subject with her cousin, 
particularly as she felt this unfortunate feature of her testament 
to be due to the influence which her brother, Prince Napoleon, had 
over her who had quarreled with his son. The general public was 
much surprised at this clause of the will, but rightfully interpreted 
it to mean that, as the Empress had chosen Prince Victor as heir to 
a, great part of her property, it was but just that Princess Mathilde 
should regard the future of Prince Louis. But no real understand- 
ing of this kind had ever been come to by the Empress and Princeea, 
What the Empress desired to do for Prince Victor, as heir to. the 
Empire and in accordance with the wishes of the Prince Imperial 
eipieaaed in his testament, in no way bound Princess Mathdde. 
As during the last two years of her life, the Princess was more 
friendly to Prince Victor, it was supposed that she had altered her 
will. But such was not the case, and the result was that her large 
fortune, added to the modest sum left Ixim by his father, made Q-eneral 
Louis Napoleon the possessor of nearly seven million of frapesj 
whereas his brother, who has all the expenses to koep up entailed 
by being the recognized head of a former reigning family, enjoys 
hut Pqod^st income allowed him by the Empross— some eighty 
thpu8qn,d f^aneq qqnually. ’ ’ 
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the Duchesse d’Albe, who died that year. This 
a great sorrow for her. The Duchess was as in 
gent as she was beautiful, was very well educ 
and had acquired an erudition that was rare 
woman. The Empress used to tell how ‘ 
scholarly niece,” as she would call her with p 
had supervised the drawing up of a catalogu 
all the marvels of art contained in the palac 
Liria at Madrid, that had come down from the 
wicks and the Albes. The Duchess was mucli 
mired both at the Spanish capital and at P 
where she had become very well known during 
time her father was Spanish ambassador to Frj 

I have already spoken of Eugenie’s relations 
ex-Queen Isabella. The Empress never pa 
through Paris without seeing her. The unfortu 
Queen never forgot the kind refuge offered he 
‘‘the then powerful French sovereign,” as she 
to say, when she fell from power in Spain, dr 
the sixties. But what bound Eugenie particn 
close to Isabella was the fact that the Queen’s 
who became later Alphonso XII, was, when Pi 
of the Asturias, a playmate of the Prince Impe 
both at Saint Cloud and at the Tuileries, as is i 
tioned elsewhere in these memoirs. 

The Empress always enjoyed the society of 
tinguished Spaniards and when she was in P 
she met a large number of them, the Spanish 
bassador being particularly amiable. The G: 
Dukes of Eussia, who also stop at the Hotel C 
nental, were also frequently seen in her small c: 

The favorite hour for receiving her Paris fri 
was between nine and twelve in the evening, 
conversation on those occasions was very gen 
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especially touching on the question of the hour, 
whether political, artistic or a purely social topic. 
The latest book of note was also frequently dis- 
cussed and judged. Burning political questions 
were tabooed. The Empress was quite ready to let 
everybody have their own opinions, but she did not 
care to give up her own. The Empress consequently 
abhorred political discussions. In fact, she would 
not permit them in her presence. For instance, at 
the time of the Dreyfus affair, it was agreed by her 
friends to mention it as little as possible before her. 
Living in England during that tragedy, I admit that 
she was biassed in favor of the unfortunate captain 
and felt that the case against him had not been 
proven, in which respect she differed from nearly 
all of her friends of her own political party. 

A devout Catholic, her feelings were deeply 
wounded by all the legislation concerning the sepa- 
ration of the Church and State in France. In this 
connection, the Empress was prone to dwell on the 
religious liberty enjoyed in England as compared 
with France, and the establishment, during the clos- 
ing years of her life, of the good understanding be- 
tween England and France was very pleasing to 
her. 

The Empress never took a wholly pessimistic view 
of the condition of France. She was convinced that 
the great industrial vitality of the country and its 
widely diffused wealth would save it where other 
nations might go down to ruin. Politically, she did 
not think the restoration of the Empire to be in the 
immediate future. She was never in favor of aiding 
Prince Victor in trying to conquer his rights. With 



try nml tin* »»ii politu’iil Muoptitunm which 

arc HU rifts Kiunu tu her to btuh* uu gttod tu France. 
In her (IcdinlnK yearH, politicH wen* inlercHting to 
hor for their infttnnalion nntl not for their tlieorioH. 


not bo t'xpcotcHi t(j nitorcHl hugonit* ulhorwigc. 

The larger portion of her Hojonrn tni the I’onti 
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ngo.H iiMu luia thru on her yaelit On one of these 
voyni.rr.H hIjo had ii inmuirabb moeting at Corfu, 
wifli thr Krii|»r<”.,H of Atn<{rin, shortly after the mys- 
{oririif. d‘'itih of thf Arrhdukr Hudolph, and curious^ 
ly ruon^di. thr AuHtrinii KnipreHH gave Eugenie all 
ihr driailH nV tli(H tiTi'ihlo tragedy. Eugenie was 
Mtj niurh lilT. rti d li\ thi. jiarrntion that she wrote it 
dt'Wii MuiHriluiirly lift rrwiirda, during her voyage. 
Th«' iiH ti,|,| h^ the 1‘inipresa, which can be 

givrn with prrtjuirl), una as follows: 

"'ritrrr {in‘ ^rvi riil vv*rhii»iiH eoncerning Ida death. 
Arrording !«» ih*. prinee wag killed during a 
nu|i|H r !>) II jrid»nj}4 rival; according to 
eithrrs. hi't d»-nih ttfin dtir tt» a hunting accident, 
whilr Huunili' «nd innrdrr have both been advanced 
tn »'\|dai«i Uu- *-.nd rvriii, \Vr kucw that ho had a 
\‘vr\ with u y«»ung lady, Baroness 

Vrlf.rni, *i;ingi.irr t»f iiisr tiir Baltnzzi family. 
Th«' Kiii|*«'r.»r \Mr iiuirh wurrifil by the complaints 
iimdr hi ttsr V rrhdiirh«'«» Sir|»hiiuic\ wluch he know 
Im |»r jinddU'il, iilid hr did what lie eimld to put an 
riiil ti» flsMi »»itiiia{ott. The Arohduke 

iihd .fiiirk triii|M*rtHh and at one time 
wr frrtfrd fb.'i! hr lusglji havr Ilia marriage annulled 
Bt* m i«‘ I*-*- obir i,, iii«rry IlMrunri^i Vrtwra. I am 
»ii»rry l*» «av fi-jisi fond of intrigues, 

«iiir4 %'uiii 111 ^ a>*si III fnvi*r rf «itli a union, but of 
I isr, iMvw'lf iiiifl the whole (M)urt 
eirrb’ dad ’Ahui u.- r»rai»l t»* |ir«‘vent il. More than 
oner I iilritdrd «3id iiiv Iiiit in Vitim Just when 
wr Im h-|»r Umi ilir Archduke was csoming 

!*. !lir tragrdy lia|i|MUied. On Janu- 
ary Birir iiii» n griiiici diiiiier at the Hof- 

b«fg iii hoji-i «d Afvliikiclieti® Valeric and her 



betrotiiea, tne iircnauKe ^saivaior. jxuaoipn naa 
promised to be present, but at the last moment tele- 
graphed that he was so fatigued by the hunt that he 
would return to town only on the following day. 
He was at Meyerling with a hunting party, which 
included Baroness Vetzera. Did her cousin, Bal- 
tazzi, who wished to marry her, suddenly appear on 
the scene and provoke a quarrel with the Archduke, 
which ended fatally for him? This is the opinion 
held in some quarters. The guests were all warmed 
with wine. This is certain. In a thoughtless mo- 
ment did the Archduke kill himself and his sweet- 
heart?” 

It seems to me that this account places the Prince 
in a much better light than those sometimes given, 
which is my reason for transcribing it here. 

When not traveling, the Empress divided her 
time between her Cap Martin home, just mentioned, 
and her English residence at Farnborough, in 
Hampshire, whither she retired shortly after the 
death of the Prince Imperial. Farnborough Hill is 
situated an hour’s journey by rail from London, in 
a smiling, wooded country, broken by hills and val- 
leys, rather wild to the view, with long stretches 
of moorland and pines. Here the Empress found a 
pleasant abiding place, congenial to her heart and 
mind. Camden Place House was associated with 
such sad memories that she was glad to quit it and 
to transfer her dead to her new abode. The Em- 
peror and the Prince Imperial were given only a 
temporary resting-place in Chislehurst church. Op- 
posite Farnborough, on another hill, at the end of 
the park, the Empress erected a Gothic chapel in 
Portland stone, surmounting a crypt. The French 
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set, Detaillenr, who was charged with the 
ig of this little edifice, completed it in three 
with great taste and with much respect for 
rt. Soberness of design is its most predomi- 
iature. The front and interior are both free 
11 ornament. The walls of the nave are snowy 
and the pews and pulpits are in carved oak. 
leath, lies the crypt, which extends the whole 
of the chapel. There rest the two sarcophagi 
Emperor and the Prince Imperial in the sim- 
indeur of solid granite. On the one, between 
Q dates, are cut the words : ‘ ‘ Napoleon III, 
or of the French on the other: “Napo- 
hince Imperial, B 'n at the Tuileries, killed 
Enemy in ZuluC nd.” Many different in- 
3ns had been suggested and even written out 
‘, but the Empress preferred these few lines. 
Y knows the rest. The sanctuary is filled with 
s, princely tributes or offerings of humbler 
I always, when I visit this sacred spot, 
ith the same old interest this inscription on 
eath sent by the late King of Sweden at the 
f the Emperor’s death: ‘‘Bomarsund. In 
y of the Aid sent in 1855, when a Fleet to 
Sweden was dispatched to the Baltic.” 
homage to the dead is not the only memory 
kept green at Farnborough. There are sev- 
minders of old friends or faithful servants, 
the dead or stiU among the living. For in- 
in the park is the cottage in which Ullmann 
ntil his death a few years ago. He was, as 


maiifiioim in iOii^lnnd, with a Ncimiim roof, 
bow windowH ami HpntdouK voriuitiaK. Tho 


1 thinkj though thia in not tin* ii|iifiic»n of idl. 
room aluo omilaina many itrtifli'M wtdoh htdorif 
Frinof* imd tho Kniparor. Homo of thoi^ 
•owiniw of tho I)imhoi«o tFAllM% who wa» 
•0 ditr to the Bmpron. 

Biat tl» room in the hotwo which tho Kw 


Jllj 



KKCOI.I.KCTION AKI) EffTBOSPBoEfON 
cb.risl...a tt... .....Ht m,4 whieh .h. .p„tt msbv aK«rs 

.Ml... 1 nn.Minperi»l.,.tu(Jy,to«Bk 

ii,. (...nr b..> ..f ..^v,.r pat foot, bat *h6f* ehe 

gmirumvn U4t lir. wrifi vor? ii«mr to h^. 

at liiH ^hcmtlng paraphsTna&L as 
wfll fi« thv whidi wt»r« With Wm ta 

war. lirr h**rv l.r.»ii»|ii wd toPrfdJt 

In friifif .»r iliif wiiiflciw ft a Iwt of 'Nato- 
hm i. hy i ’ftfinvfi, ThiTt^ ta^ai ^d 
p«rtrfttf« uf Supulrm III* of doad frioadi or rela. 

romt# tJlary, i^a ^ers- 

iiiil oniiiviiilly ilirw^ filctiirti % P«tais^ whM the 
Kmptpm Iiitritrtiliirly e|imihi4. Ofti repres^its 
thif ftmt #kirini 4 i ki tli® Fri^ di»^ 

liimwdf* wliili. Ilia Iwo otikari an repye- 
mmlaUmn nf lim Iniit iiji.iiii.riii ln hii heroic 

Willi iirftih. Ill llir liiii, It || ^ g ^ding 
poiilnifi. ti*‘it.rifiiiir,| in Bwlt hit if# d^%; la tiie 

mmmi, li*’ lyinir ilt^ad. Hi# ni^|^ bof , ptiroed hy 
ihv in^arlsrrmiE hi » rload, at tho top of to 

aanwi, lit si|. U a ray of lititl, tft thl^ tyrnhote': 
Hfitp’ 111*' VimtUmu* Coliiia lad Hitel 

fiw lfi¥iiliflrt Tlipy .siaiifl for Impti^a, tte Wd of 
floiy iifnl lli«' las! rt^ntrnM-phm of il ai, fli@ Ihn- 
pmm ftiniiy inif lif»fir« li iMi thrta% haiied 

|« t|piil#sf# w-irsr|s I pit 

liflirtf fwitiw «f Fart^iWfh ttot Wi^tedB 
mm.«y inirfrshsjff Tlt®» iri, f«r 

ihr. rrm«^ 111 ih# ii|iiiri liwiag- 
moai* wfirfr iisr I'jtififPSft i«»#r»llf p»d hor-o^e- 
«fi<i Hi iisf^ liiil*^ iwA nm 

Witll |*sr!tirr* rw^aJiif tti Mft ©f tar he- 
lot •**11 Ifi Il;«' 111 ki Ilf? #»f ih# pltaydr^: 
tiiaitd iM lip |»rirfrmil <»f Ht# 

mi 



perv'iHicm. It ia a nia|ciHfi«t'nt picture aiul imme- 
diately attracta the attcutiou of everybody who 
paaHcB it. ()tlu‘r [licturcH or artiatio objecta are 
thickly Hcatti'rtHl IhnutKhout fht* houne. Homo of 
iliem Were* aavinl by Prince Midtcrnich during the 
diHUHter of September 4{li, at Paria. Otlu'ra wore 
returned to the lOinprcaH at the reciueat of aevoral 
important pernonH, among whom I ahould mention 
C'omtcBHe Kdmond de Pourtalea who oldained the 
eouHtuit of M. Thiera to thia luuumable aetiom Homo 
of thcHp objecia enme from the Biarrit'?. villa, when 
the MmpreHH Hold it. Theae are chietly (lohelin tap- 
eatriea which wame in the tiining-rocun and which de- 
pict the nr*’ c»f Don Quixote. Theae ntjw hang in 
the gallery and dining room {»f FnrnlKjrough. In 
tin* library are found nlbunm, varioun Houvenirn of 
travel, giflH from Hovereignn aiul prenemtH from 
wellkm)wn individuulH or publie botlit'H. It waH 
alwajH a plenaure to ahow friemlH and viHittmH all 
theae varied t»bjcctH ami explain their origin ami 
give their hiatory. The Kmperor tmed to «ay ti» the 
SmpreHH at the Tnilerien, wh<*n nbe wim pointing 
out the many valuable artintic bibebda and trea«ureH 
whi<5h fllleil that onee beautiful palace; **l*]ugente, 
what a fine cicerone ytiu windd have matle!** And 
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was something indescrihahle about Her Majesty. 
While always remaining a great Queen, with all the 
restraint demanded by her position, there was about 
her at the same time a simplicity and an expansive 
interest in your personal troubles and trials that 
made you quite forget, for the moment, the lofty 
position of the kindly caller and friend. "When 
Queen Victoria made a visit of condolence, you im- 
mediately perceived that there was nothing perfunc- 
tory about it and that she really felt more than she 
could express. The Empress had occasion to ex- 
perience this agreeable fact on several occasions. 
Some persons, even in exalted quarters, have de- 
clared that the Queen was cold and distant. This 
may have been so under ordinary circumstances and 
with those towards whom there was no reason why 
she should be otherwise than cold and distant. It 
is highly probable that the Queen did not care to 
lavish affection and show warmth where these senti- 
ments were not called for. But into Eugenie’s sor- 
rows she penetrated with a sincerity that gave the 
greatest comfort. At one time, the Empress used 
to go in the autumn to Abergeldie, near Balmoral, 
in Scotland, and there she was able to judge the 
Queen still more thoroughly, for there was less for- 
mality observed by the Court in that wild region. 
They made excursions together, and the conversa- 
tion then turning on all topics, the Empress was in 
a position to measure not only the affections but 
the mental strength of Her Majesty. She never re- 
turned from one of those memorable outings with- 
out finding that the mind and character of the Queen 
had risen higher in her estimation. I am sure that 
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all, tha Emptt'HK ooa.sidartnl her an one of the most 
remarkfthle women of any age* ant! any land. I feel 
aura that hiatory in going to plaeo he«r very high 
in the lint of gre'iii Qiie(‘nH, and if the aplcmdid Vic- 
torian Age* remninH, m I h(‘lie‘ve it will, one of the 
grimdeHt pagea in the* hi.Htory of Great lUntain, this 
will he largely dm* tee the* ahility and virtuee of 
Queen Vietoria. 

In oloaing Huh portimi tef the menioira, let me 
touch hriedly on an ineiileiit whieh, while not very 
intenmthig, in elmraeterintie t>f the fate* which at- 
temda the ffdh*n ruh»ra of Eranese*. During nearly 
thirty years a suit was 'fM*ndiiig heiw"een the ^Em- 
pnesH and the State. But at length, in the spring 
of llhlT, the Empre*f4H weui her case*. When the Em- 
pire fell, the State »ei»ul eertain things hehinging 
to the Imperial family found at the Tuileries and In 
other Htiite pnlnees, wdiieh the Imperial family had 
inhahited. (’ertain of these tihjc'ctH found their way 
te> the eolleotion» in the Loin re. Five hundred and 
thirty-€*ight iirlirleH were, afti’-r tin* eudinR of thii 
»uit, roturned to the Empress. But in this long Hat 
are many things which have imt the aUghtest intrin- 
iio value. 

This interminnhly long auit wim begun under the 
government of M. Thiers, hack in the seventioi. 
Both p«rtio« iiwde eoncciiiiiona in order to bring it 
to a eloic. M. Thierfi held that tin* State phould keep 
all objiicts of real luHtfH*ic*#il iiiifiortanoe, though 
«mno friends got M. Thiers return tti the Em- 
pffw, without waiting f»r the deeision of the cat® 
hefori the courtii, certidn iiernorifd iirticlei, includ- 
ing iiwiif earriagen which tin* Htiite could not utll- 
kui hot ibi gave in exchange aevoml valuable pic- 
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tures by David, Meissonier, Cabanel and other great 
artists, though these canvases had been bought with 
the Emperor's private money. 

In February, 1879, a decision of the courts made 
the first important step towards the settling up of 
this disagreeable business. The list of things which 
the State decided to hold and another list of those 
which the State was ready to abandon was officially 
drawn up. The result was that the State recognized 
its indebtedness to the Empress of over two and a 
quarter million of francs, with interest extending 
over a certain term of years. But her legal ad- 
visers did not consider this account correct and held 
that the State owed their client at least two millions 
more. And there the matter stood for twenty years. 
In January, 1899, the courts again took up the sub- 
ject and the pecuniary side of the dispute was set- 
tled, the Empress abandoning her claim for the two 
millions above stated, while the State was ordered 
by the court to pay over to her the two millions and 
a quarter, with interest, as also stated above. The 
registration of this judgment cost her nearly eight- 
een thousand francs, but the decision of the court 
remained a dead letter, for the debtor happened to 
be the State. The Empress hoped at least, to get 
back the pictures, portraits and certain other ob- 
jects, which were of no public interest and which 
the judgment of 1879 had made hers. The State 
agreed to have the list drawn up but informed the 
Empress that this would consume much time. In 
order to hasten matters and show as conciliatory a 
spirit as possible, she naade still another sacrifice 
to the State, and abandoned the interest on the two 
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Whereupon, th(» State was again ordered judicially, 
in November, IHbd, to nettle up this alTuir. The Em- 
prcHH knew that the inventorieB had been burned in 
the (hmimuiu' iiinl otlu'r troulih's of 1870 and 1H71, 
and had imt betm nH'HtabliHhed with {lerfect exncti- 
ludt' aFltU’wnrdH. So there wan Home exeuse for this 
Hhm'ness. Out hIh' finally grew heartily weary of 
thin long di'lay, enpeeially an hIu* had Haeritiwd Home 
four hundred thouHand franen in this matter, in one 
form nv another, mainly fur the purpuat? of bringing 
it to an end. 

Honn» of tln^ tjbjc»c*ta churned by the Empress havt' 
a certain valu(\ wddle othera are cheriahed aimply 
for their aHHoeiationa. Among the Intti'r are many 
{»f the ohjiH’lH which belonged to the “Sovt'reigna’ 
MuHeum” which wan made up of gifhi ami lonuH. 
Wlnm tluH mUHeum wan brcjktm up, theHc‘ ohjeetH 
Wi'fe returned to their (uvners, among whom were* 
the Urinw'HH Mathihhs Gen(*rnl Petit and the Mar* 
t|uiH dt‘ dhirtmm'. Put tin* EmprcHs wan not treated 
ill (luH Hiimt* manner, mdwitliHtanding tin* fact that 
the eatidogiie nhowed that tlient* arlielen hehmged 
to her hy inheritanee or W(*r4» pureluiHetl with tin* 
Emperor’s private mtmey, mit one having hc*en 
tnmght with fniids bt'hmging to thi* State. Tin* main 
frmihle wan ovi*r a few ohjects In the* Poiivre Mu- 
seum, which wert* of noun* %*alue and, in a few in- 
stances, of even ctmsich'rable vfdne. Two (kibr'lin 
tapestries ami Home Sevres porcelain were rt'ndily 
rc'turned by (In* mnse'unm wliere they had been de- 
posited, the direetors of tlnme insUtutitmn admit- 
ting that they had mi right to them. The Prince 
tmperifiPM cratlle, ii fine piece of work by B^’roment 
Miurioe, ofTered by the (*itv of Paris on the oc- 
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cnsion of the Prince’s birth, as the reader has seen, 
WHS returned in tliis way. But later, at the moment 
of tho World’s Pair of IDOO, Prince Murat request- 
I'll the Kniprcss to lend it to the retrospective exhibi- 
tion which he was orKanizing at that time. This she 
rent Illy (Hd. But when the Fair ended, the City of 
! nriK eln lined tlio cnuile. The KinprcsH then gave it 
t«> thi‘ eity eollectionH at Uio (teiavalot Museum, ask- 
only that there he a ticket attached to it on which 
shcmld he printed the words: '‘Given by tho Em- 
preHa,” hut thirt request has never been granted. 

A friend of inini' and a leading French .jurist has 
inittle this cmnineni on the shnhhy way in which tho 
State has netial in this whole matter: “Just com- 
pare far an instant the faHhion in which the State 
treattnl the Orlenns Princes under like cironm- 
Mtfinei'H. In 1872, Thiers practically gave them hack 
everything. In faet, their personal property was 
nc’ver seisied, nnel (he landed estates which King 
Eoui« Philippe settled on his children, before ho 
rnnunted the throne in 1830, was cpiito contrary to 
dyniwtio law, ns they should have become Crown 
property. Yet tho possessora were not disturbed. 
Tho elaima of tho Blmpross wore perfectly good in 
law. Nobody denied this. But tho various minis- 
tora of finance aoemed afraid of public opinion and 
«o would not carry out what tho courts had 
ordered.’* 
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